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SHRI INDRADEEP SINHA (Bihar):
Sir, 1 associate myself with the Home
Minister in condemning this dastardly
attack on our esteemed friend, Shri
Darbara Singh. 1 would only wish
to state that the wisdom of dismissing
his Government and establishing Pre
sidential rule is now under "question.
And the only assurance which 1 would
seek from the Home Minister is this,
that like the killers of Lala Jagat
Narain or so many other innocent
people, the killer who has been arrest
ed will not be let off and that he will
be produced before the law courts.
Secondly, I would als, like an assur
ance that some political measures will
be taken to find a political to
the Punjab problem so that these terrorist
gangs can be isolated from ihe people and
terrorism can be suppressed.

SHRI DINESH GOSWA '
Sir, I join hands with my crllea:;
in condemning this dastardly attack
on one of our esteemed colleagues in
polili ,e, political vio-
lence does not solve any problem. Even if.
supposing, the assassination would have been
successful, it would not have led to a solution
o,f the Punjab problem. I believe sanity will
be restored in the States of Punjab and
Haryana. But at the same time, I would
appeal to the Government that in regard fo
crucial questions like Punjab or in regard to
the question in which I am very sentimentally
associated,—the  Assam  problem—we
should not treat, them as a law and order
problem but we should try to J5nd a political
solution to the prob-
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lem. Unless we do so, fthink, the situation
in the entire country n be vitiated.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; I also join
hon. Members in condemning this
unfortunate attack o,n our colleague and
friend who has been a Member of Parliament
also. I hope, Government will take strong
steps to apprehend and prosecute  the
criminals.

The House then adjourned foi lunch at forty-
a33 4t wang of ¥ A% F @™o
w&ihg ¥ T d

two minutes, past one of the clock

The House reassembled after lunch at
thirty-four minutes past two of the clock, The
Vive-Chairman (Shri Syed Rahmat Ali) in
the Chair.

THE BUDGET (GENERAL) 1984-Sa
GENERAL DISCUSSION (CONTD).

SHRIMATI. SUSHILA SHANK."
ADIVAREKAR (Maharashtra):  Mi
Vice-Chairman, Sir, I[would like to
join the other distinguished Members of this
House in congratulating thi Finance
Minister for  presenting a popular budget
for the coming financial, year.

Sir, Pranab Babu's third bud definitely a
popular one, but not populist. He has shown
shrewd jr. ment in allocation of expenditure
and raising of resources for Plan and non-
Plan expenditure. Considering that this
country is supposed to lack the fiscal
sophistication of indexation oi income
taxation to inflation as they have it in the
advanced countries, giving some nominal
relief in income fax is obviously the right
thing to, do.

,Sir, to my mind, all income diverted to
bona-fide saving and investment should be
totally exempted from income tax so that
income tax actually becomes a consumption
tax.

Sir, the new Budget is actually growth-
oriented. The existing and new -industrial
entrepreneurs will now give their full-hearted
co-operation to the Government in increasing
the production in all sectors and mobilising
exportable surplus.
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[Shrimati Sushila Shankar Adivare-

kar]

Sir, Pranab balbu has raised increased
revenue from the P&T but has exempted the
transportation and railway sector. A seperate
railway budget is a colonial legacy, and we
should give reasonable consideration to it.
while permitting maintenance of status quo in
the railway fare an J iraiff, the postal rates had
been hiked several times during the ta.s£ few
months The rate for inlancj parcel has been
increased by 50 per cent at one stroke. The
postage for the foreign mail has been
enhanced by 40 to 70 per cent.

Small newspapers had been hurt. The
lowest slalb for mailing of newspapers has
been increased by 150 per cent. We sho.uld
not tax literacy and communication for
literacy.

The Sarin Committee has recommended
early separation of the Postal and
Telecommunication Services. Bo.nds issued
by the Telecommunication Corporation may
help the Government in mobilising enough
resources tor modernising and expanding the
current derelict telephone system.

Sir, the other day, Shri Gadgil has
disclosed that there are already 37 parallel
postal services, if-the postal rates are hiked to
unreasonable proportions, the parallel postal
sen will get incentives and greater patronage.

Sir, I am happy that the Finance Minister is
trying to improve tru venue collection on the
existing rates instead o,f increasing the tax
net. Sir, we make greater uproar on the s
reports on expenditure bat ignore more
important audit reports on revenue. A large
number of senior officers responsible for
revenue leakage and tax evasion are going
unpunished. I hope that they will "be treated
at least like other citizens.

Sir, I am happy that the Finance nisler is
proposing trimming in tax shelters provided
to big business in form of trusts and
foundations. I would like to attract invitation
of the Government to the just introduced
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Tax Shelter Reform Act introduced in ihe

US Senate.

Sir, the Union Territory of Delhi has
become a tax haven for the Bombay
industrialists. In Maharashtra, the accounts of
all the trusts and foundations are audited by
the Charity Commissioner. The Centre has
not introduced such'measures for the Delhi
metropolitan area. So Tatas, etc. are putting
up their registered offices i" Delhi while they
are actually working in other cities and other
States.

Sir, at present there is very little
coordination between the various economic
departments. The National Industrial
Information System Project is ten years
behind schedule. We should constitute a
National Economic Intelligence Corps on the
lines of RAW to monitor the economic and
industrial activities and to police the
regulations and to raise the maximum revenue
from the industry and rich agriculturists.

Sir, with these comments and suggestions,
I once again thank the hon. Finance Minister
for presenting a bold budget and I also thank
you, Sir, for providing me with an
opportunity to speak on the budget.

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO
JADHAV  (Maharashtra):  Mr.  Vice-
Chairman. Sir I am glad that our
extremely able Finance Minister, Mr.
Pranab Kumar Mukherjee has present
ed a very good budget. This national
budget has been presented from the
national point of view and it is an
tnd< as lo how our nation is
going very fast towards de\ slop-
development in  various fields, In the
scientific field, in the technological field, in
the field of industry and in the field of
agriculture Our hon. Finance  Minister haS
started  hi.s speech right from agriculture.
I am of the opinion that unless 'here is
agricultural development, the*e will be no
other development. Every development is
linked with agricultural j development;
every development is1  dependent on
agricultural development. India has become a
great country and
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I know that there has been an industrial
revolution under the Congress rule for the
last 3E years. I know that we have crossed so
many figures and we have achieved so many
targets in various fields. But the target which
has been achieved in agriculture is fantastic.
In -1950-51, we were producing only 50
million tonnes of food-grains. Now this year,
1983-84, our target is 142 million tonnes.
And as 1 belong to, the agricultural
community, the cultivators' society and the
agro-scientific society, I can reaffirm and
reassure in this House that we can even cjoss
the target of 142 million tonnes of foodgrains
this year.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir it is very
interesting to, study the figures of agricultural
production. In 1978-79, which was the best
agricultural year, the monsoon was very nice
and the maximum food production was 132
million tonnes. In 1979-80, it came down to
128 million tonnes. In 1981-82, it again rose
to 135 million tennes. In 1982-83, it again
came down to 128 million tonnes. And this
year throughout the country the monsoon is
so wonderful that we are going to reach a
target of more than 142 million tonnes, and
the production rate is 9 per cent, more than
what we achieved in the best agricultural
production year of 1978-79.

Now, if there js no agriculture, there would
not foe any culture in the world because every
culture and every science and technology is
correlated with the requirement of food,
requirement of energy lor every biological
including the human being. So, from that
point of view, in the Third World Lecture
series, one of the most outstanding scientists.
Dr. M. S. Swaminathan, while delivering a
lecture, stated: "This is not surprising because
agriculture revolves round harvest of solar
energy and the abundant year-round sunshine
is the Third World's greatest asset". Mr. Vicc-
Chairman, Sir, as I belong to the agricultural
community of scientists, I can very well say
that solar energy is the main source of energy
not only
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for agriculture but even for the very
existence of biclogj 'id life on earth.
So from that point of view, India js
the luckiest country in the world
which gets  more solarnergy

as compared to any counary in the world. So
from that point of view we are the richest
people fout our people are the poorest
because there are some very large impacts of
the slavery there is a large impact of the
cultural backwardness, there is a large impact
of the monopoly and the capitalistic pattern
of society. After independence we are
marching ahead towards the path of progress.

These Asiatic countries are lagging behind
in food production even though they are
harvesting more solar energy and they are
harvesting less number of food products.
Even though there is the largest farming here,
Asia which today is the home of more than
half the world's population, has more than
500 million people who are below the
poverty line and they go to bed hungry every
night. About 10 million or more children die
every year due to reasons associated with
hunger and malnutrition. We thus live in an
unequal and paradoxical world. It-is a irony
of that God. Mahatma Gandhi said if God
were to take birth again, if he were to take an
avatar, then he must be born in the from of
bread because bread is the requirement of all
human beings. What are the recommenda-
tions of the scientists' committee?

"The world countries should lose no
further time to develop strong national food
security system with the following major
components:

(1) ecological security to protect basic
life support systems such as land, water,
flora, fauna and the atmosphere;

'(2)technological security at both pre-harvest
and post-harvest proddc-<tion which can also
promote accelerated growth coupled with
production;

(3) social security to provide the needed
purchasing power to the
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[Shri Vithalrao Madhavrao Jathav] rural
and urban poor through  greater
opportunities for gainful employment;

(4) water security both in drinking and
irrigation;

(5) nutrition education and population
stabilisation."

These five points , cover all in the Budget.
What do.es man require actually? Our
Government has done a lot in the field of
agriculture. I am sorry to say, however, that the
balance of agricultural production and
industrial production is not yet maintained.
Why? Unless the purchasing power of the
millions and millions of our rural people is
increased, we cannot make the economy stable.
Though we have made fantastic achievements
in attaining agricultural targets, yet, the people
who are living below the poverty line in rural
India are very much (he worse off for it they
do not « have all the required necessities. More
than 50 crore people from all Asian countries,
not only in India, Malaysia, China, Philippines
etc. go to bed with hali'-st/omachs
everynight....

SHRI SUSHIL CHAND MOHUNTA
(Haryana): That is go,od for health.

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO
JADHAV: That is your definition, not mine. It
is good for the health of the people whose
stomach is full. Because your stomach is full,
unless you take food you " -(.I STO to bod.
Inlerruup-tion) You can say because you are
in the habit of saying that this budget is like
this. When the Budget is presented to the
House, then the Opposition parties from this
House and that House said that this is ,n
election Budget. They do not have any other
remark for this Budget. They just say this is
an election Budget. For every democratic
system we have to look for the election. We
must have to go to the electorate. We have to
formulate it for them. So that should be there.
I don't agree that that point should not be
there. Vfe must give the people and I am
proud that during these fo,ur years we have
presented Such a Btdget, we have increased
the
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national income in various fields" either in
industry or in anything, more and more
people are coming above the poverty line.
They can ascertain this very well from the
figures of the Planning Commission.

As far as industrial production is
concerned, in 1983-84 it was 4.5 per cent
rise. In 1982-83 it was 3.9 per cent. We have
made progress there also. In the industrial
field, in the four years of the Plan, on an
average the growth rate was 5 per cent. But
we are not satisfied with that. It should be 7
to, 8 per cent more.

As far as national income is concerned, in
1983-84 it was 1', to 7 per cent. Continuously
for four years, si this Government took over,
national income increased by 5.4 per cent,
which is higher than the first four years of the
previous Government.

We have also been successful i" controlling
inflation. In 1979-80 the rate of inflation was
21.4 per cent. In 1980-81 it was 16.7 per cent.
In 1981-82 it was only 2.4 per cent and in
1982-83 it was 6:2 per cent. During the
current financial year it is slightly higher due
to 'he delay in the ari i of the monsoon.

Our Finance Minister has given many
promises in the Budget and he wants export of
cotton and CTC tea to be restricted in order to
inert their quantities for domestic avilabili-ty.
We must have some restrictions, I -agree. But
on the one side we r.re having the problem of
cotton growers. On the other side we are not
allowing exports. I come from the field of agri-
culture. Agriculture science has vanced
considerably. Irrigation facilities are more,
more and more farmers are going in for long-
staple cotton. In the textile industry we do not
h modren machinery. They cannot absorb all
kinds of long staple cotton. Long staple cohon
can be domestically used. But if we are unable
to use it domestically, we must allow the far-
mers or the various cotton growers'
organisations to export long staple cotton just
to give good return to our
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iarmers. Therefore, I request the Finance
Minister to relax the restrictions on export.
Our textile industries machineries are old and
we should see that modernisation takes place
so that they can consume long staple cotton.

Coming to trade gap, there was a gap of
RS. 5,800 crores in 1981-82. But in 1982-8:?
it came down to Rs. 5,500 crores. There has
been thus a decline in our trade gap.

Another thing is that our Government
has”voluntarily decided not to avail of the
1.1 billion dollars under the extended facility
of the IMF. And we have not compromised
our plan. And there is no cut in wages and
there are no cuts on the subsidies. There is no
effect on our anti-poverty programmes also.

As far as exports are concerned, in 1983-
84 in the first seven months our crude export
has increased-by 9.9 per cent because of
more production of oil. It is a good
performance considering the fact that the
world trade in this item has become stagnant.

Our public sector undertakings have
earned a profit of Rs. 618 crores.

I welcome the step taken by the
Government for taking over 13 textile mills
which were closed down by the industrialists
of Bombay. So many mill workers were on
strike in Bombay for over one and half years.
I request the Government through this House
to see that these mills are started as early as
possible so as to fulfil the social and'
economic needs o,f the workers.

Regarding the revised estimate, I am proud
to say that the Central Plan outlay for 1983-
84 was Rs. 13,870 crores.. This was to be
financed to the extent of Rs. 8,390 crores
from the Budget and Rs.' 5,480 u-rorfes from
internal and extra budgetary resources.

Despite tke erosion in the pubHc sector, the
total Plan outlay during the year on the public
sector has not been adversely affected. The
Centre's Plan outlay ia 1983-84 is now
estimated at
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Rs 14,059 crores which was possible with the
budgetary support of Rs. 1,007 crores.

Now, Sir, there is one more thing. We have
increased by a small margin our expenditure
on defence. We know that India is going
through a very difficult time as far as the
security problems are concerned because,
from all sides, from our neighbouring coun-
tries, we have prolems and the capitalist
countries are creating their arras basis in these
countries and there is a big arms race going
on in the world. But, Sir, in spite of all these
adverse conditions, India has not increased
her expenditure on defence and it has not
increased its defence budget. I would have
welcomed if the defence expenditure had
been increased a bit more. They have only
increased it from Rs. 6,350 crores to Rs.
6,800 crores.

Now, Sir, the non-Plan expenditure in
the.Revised Estimates is placed at Rs. 24,770
crores as against the Budget Estimate of'Rs.
21,984; crores. So, Sir, as far as the Budget
Estimate for 1984-85 is concerned, I would
like to give some figures and indicate the
highlights. The approved Plan outlay by the
Centre is Rs. 25,480 crores for 1983-84 and
for 1984-85, it is Rs. 30,132 crores. For the
States- and the Union territories, it is Rs.
13,807 crores for 1983-84 and for 1984-85, it
is Rs 17.351 crores. The Plan outlay for the
States and the Union territories, it is Rs.
11,678 croresi in 1983-84 and for 1984-85 if
is Rs. 12,781 crores. Then, Sir. the Central
assistance for the 'States from the Plan is Rs.
4,462 crores in 1983-84 and for 1984-85, it is
Rs. 5,050 crores. So, there is a constant rise in
the percentage in this respect and from about
20 per cent it has gone up to 30.2 per cent in
respect of Plan outlay for the States and the
Unio.n Territories. (Time ~be!l rings) 1 will
fisish i, one minute, Sir.

Now, I will come to certain important
things. More priority should be given to rural
development and for this purpose, I suggest
that decentra-
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of industriies should take place in the rural
areas. In this connection, I would like to
request the Government of India not to allow
any industrial units to be set up any more in
the urban areas. Plan allocations should be
made on the basis of geographical area,
population density and backward area,
population density and backward ness of the
region and the money should be distributed
accordingly. There is one question here which
I would like to raise for my region. I come
from the Maralhv/ada region where we have 7
districts and we are doing business to the LIC
tune of Rs. 35 crores or so. But we do not have
any LIC divisional headquarters there. We are
attached either to Sholapur or Poonia. I
demand in this House that one LIC division
for Marathwada should be set up and it should
be located at Nanded. Then, Sir, commu-
nication network should be increased in the
rural areas. More roads should be laid and
new railway lines should be opened and more
irrigation facilities, should be provided and
more agro-centres should be set up in the rural
areas. Efforts should be made to bring the
benefits of scientific and technological
development to the rural areas land special
scientific and economics and  social
development study institutes should be set up
to study the problems of rural backwardness
for the eradication of poverty in the rural
areas. (Time bell rings). Then Sir special
attention should be paid to the intensive
agricultural practices and the growth o,f
irrigation potential and pcwer. Optimum use
of irrigation facilities, improved methods of
cultivation, etc. should be encouraged, and
improved varieties of pulses and food-grains
and oilseeds should be made available in
which, I feel, we are very much deficient and
more areas should be brought under
cultivation with regard to these items. Now, I
would like to make a request through this
House o the Government that the Agricultural
Prices Commission which is not doing justice
to the farmers should be dissolved. I request
the Government
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to dissolve the Agricultural prices
Commission and there should only one
Commission and agriculture should be treated
as an industry.

Another thing that I would like to mention
is about giving remunerative prices for the
agricultural ~ commodities.  Remunerative
prices should be given. The most important
thing to be noted is that the agricultural com-
munity has not got any guarantee at all for its
crops and they' are not hav’ ing any insurance.
There is insurance for the human beings. I
request that the crop insurance scheaie should
be accepted and implemented by the Central
Government and it should be adopted.  (7im,
bell rings).

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SYED
RAHMAT ALI): No. I cannot allow you.
Yes, Mr. Rameshw”r Singh.
3PM.

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO
JADHAYV : The Janata Government, before
we came -into power, did nothing. All the
figures they have reversed. The entire
country's growth has been reversed. They
were quarrelling amongst themselve*. I asked
one of my friends why the were quarrelling,
he replied to it with, a 'sher'. With this 'sher’, 1
will conclude my speech:

az U g  F % & avAT Afawat

TEL BT MW 9 gET 43 Bl WA
TEEAr 51 @)
With these words, I conclude my

speach. Thank you very much, Sjr.

ot e fqg  (weaw sEw)
ITONTSLA WENM4, fvwd fm 7 )
q9 AT H@A REr A FAT W OF R0
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audrm w14 (am § wew wa)
(ot wEw ATA TOW) : AHEATT |
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»l
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SHRI M. S. RAMACHANDRAN (Tamil
Nadu): Mr. Vice-chairman, Sir, I rise to
support the Budget for the year 1984-85. 1
congratulate the hon. Finance Minister for
presenting such a balanced Budget with
reduction in rates of taxes and providing a
number of reliefs in the excise duties, at the
same time not resorting to reduo tion in the
development activity as envisaged in the Five
Year Plan.

I would also congratulate the Finance
Minister for his statement that higher rate of
taxes is not a sound policy and that it will
only increase tax evasion. through this Budget
the Finance Minister has brought the income-
tax rate to the lowest level in the hostory of
our Republic. At the same time 1 would ap-
peal to the Finance Minister to take out of
income tax net all the salaried employees.

Certain hon. Members' of the Opposition
have named this Budget as "election budget".

[The Vice-Chairman, (Shrimati Mar-grate
Alva) in the Chair].

Election is not something new o»
extraordinary to my party or to our country.
During the last four decades, my party has
been successfully facing elections and the
people of this country have repeatedly voted
us to power with overwhelming support. It is
not because we have reduced the taxes in the
election year. Elections come and go, but our
party continues to enjoy the confidence of the
masses of this country. My party hap been
voted to power again and again, not because
we have reduced the taxes for one year or
increased the taxes in another year. It is only
because the people of this country have great
faith in the capacity of my party and our
leadership and our party programmes to
deliver the goods. Considering the adverse
economic conditions created by floods and
droughts in the last two years in the country
and the Increasing trend of inflation all over
the
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, world, the budget with an estimated ' deficit of
only Rs. 1.695 crores is a commendable
performance. The Government's decision, not to
draw from the IMF the balance of 1.1 billion of
SDR is a clear indication of the good health of
our economy.

I am happy—even several honourable
Members of the Opposition have conceded—
that our poverty elimination programmes are
good. I am really thankful to them. It is
regrettable that these programmes are not
fully implemented to our satisfaction. It is
equally regrettable that opposition parties,
instead of encouraging the successful
implementation of such programmes for the
benefit of the masses of this country, spend all
their time and energy in finding faults in each
and everything unnecessarily.

It is gratifying lo note that our food
production is estimated to exceed the target of
142 million tonnes. I sincerely congratulate
toe agriculturists of this country for their hard
work and adoption of modern methods. I also
congratulate the Government for their sound
and modern agriculture strategy in improving
the irrigation facilities and making available
fertilisers, etc. Such annual growth rate in
food production in mainly because the
Government has reduced the fertiliser prices
and is trying to pay remunerative prices to our
farmers along witfl * other incentives. Though
there is an increase of Rs 450 crores in the
Defence budget, in the total expenditure more
than 60 percent goes for development work.
There is hardly any country in the world
among the developing -nations allocating so
much for developmental activities in their
budget.

s

Let me now invite the kind attfflBtton of
the Finance Minister to th*t PliRht of small-
scale industries and fftd pbor efficiency of our
banking sy&wn. Madam Vice-Chairman, 1
am isojriyl to state that our Finance Minister;
ninas 3'ust forgotten the existence of small-
scale industries. I was expectingufliat he
would provide some special relief
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[Shri M S. Ram'achandnan]
to the small-scale industries by adjust
ment of excise duties on the products
produced in small-scale industries and

also by reducing the killing rates of

interest charged by the banks. A num
ber of small-scale units could not
come up to production stage in two
or three years because of .
lack of sympathy  and assis-
tance from the various Government
agencies, financial or otherwise. The
assistance offered by them remained
more on paper and they did not reach the
genuine small units. Routine matters like
approval of plan, issue of raw materials,
power, etc., consume years. But that
time, the loan granted by the bank and
the accumulated interest thereon really
become too heavy a burden for those
small-scale units.

I would appeal to the Government of
India to render some real and timely help
to these small scale units and more
particularly availability of finance at
nominal rates. It is regrettable that the
efficiency ia our banking system has
decreased to the lowest level. The
services rendered to the account-holders
are far from satisfactory. The uncivilised
way the banks are treating customers is
the main reason for more and more
private financial corporations doing
roaring business. People know that the
banking sector is safer. But still they
prefer to go to the financial corporations
because of discourtesy and delay they
have to surfer.

The 20-“point programme is our
national plan for the removal of poverty
and the upliftmer;t of rural masses. It has
not made the required progress more
because of the non-cooperationi from the
banking sector. Madam Vice-chairman, a
few weeks ago, there was 2 lot of news in
the press, even through advertisements,
that the bank officials are being harassed
and a lot of money Is being wasted.
These vested inte-rese even went to the
extent of calling our loan programmes as
a 'political mela But the very same
people, when such public functions were
conducted under the Nainar Ministry in
Kerala and the Tyoti Basu Ministry in

[ RAJYA SABHA ]
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West Bengal, did not venture to call them
as 'political mela'. This only shows that
most of the staff and officers of the banks
are acting with ulterior political motives
and they have no sense of duty of
commitment to our social ideologies.

There are a number of areas where
there is mismanagement in banks, but for
want of time I do not wish to elaborate
all of them. But one thing which is most
deplorable is the indifferent behaviour of
the bank administration' as if they are not
accountable either to the Government or
to the Parliament or even to the public.
Their style of function only goes to show
that they are accountable only to them
selves. I would appeal to the hon.
Minister to consider the desirability of
setting up a separate parliamentary
committee for monitoring the
nationalized banks, or at least to bring
them under thie purview of the
Parliamentary Committee  on Public
Undertaking.

Madam Vice-Chairman, I thank you.
And with these words, I support the
General Budget.

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI (Maharashtra);
Madam Vice-chairman, I rise here neither
to support the Budget nor to oppose it
because 1 do not thins the Budget has
achieved anything. For the last many years I
have found that budget is some type of a
gimmick which is being played every year
by the Finance Minister. But, particularly in
this year, Orwellian 1984, the budget
assumes a special significance. Madam
Vice-Chairman, I was hearing many learned
speeches from my colleagues on the
Opposition and my friends from that side. |
had said after listening , to the the Budget
speech on the 29th February that this is a
magician's trick; and I am fortified that it is
a magician's trick because many of my
friends from , the Treasury Benches are
praising the Budget as if some miracle has
happened. Many friends from this side, bar-
ring Dr: Adiseshiah, have attacked the
Budget saying how flimy, how weak, how
deceptive itis. So, it seems it is
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a magician's budget, a magician's trick,
not a budget.

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MATHUR:
Rope trick.

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: Whatever
you call. Why I say this is that at present
this is the post-1980 language of the
Government. I think perhaps they might
have sensed Orwellian 1984. A new
speaking language is necessary and
everything that has been side is in that
same language.

Somebody has said from that side that
the economy is growing, that the
economy is very solid etc. Madam, the
proof of the pudding is in the eating. We
common people live in the villages, and
we taste whether the economy is growing
ox it is receding. Madam, my own
experience in the field in which I work,
is this. Particularly I am connected with
very big industries like textiles, sugar
and co-operatives. And I find that the
inflation has wrought havoc in the
countryside. On what the Finance
Minister is placing the claims, I do not
know. I cannot calculate. I read Dr.
Adiseshiah's speech because I thought he
has made a very intellectual contribution,
and I also appreciate what he has said.
But in practice very few things are avail-
able on the ground whatever you may
say.

Madam Vice-Chairman, take, for ex-
ample, the prices of the essential com-
modities. We say there is a bumper crop.
Actually, this Government has no credit
whatsoever for the bumper crop. It is the
rain god which has really helped us to get
thiscrop because in many parts of this
country the rain was very timely. But the
test again is whether the prices have gone
down. Madam Vice-Chairman, take the
case of sugar-cane. Though sugarcane
was not grown on the last year's scale, it
was fairly good Crop. What the prices
are, you yourself know because you are
also a housewife though you are the
Vice-Chairman here. You know what
you are paying for sugar, for oil for the
ordinary ground-nut oil.
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i Mr. Poojary is also not a very rich man.

His wife purchases the groundnut oil.
What are you paying? The prices of oil,
sugar, even cereals, the coarse cereals
like jowar, wheat, rice and everything
else are rising. I do not know where the
growth potential is of which my friends
have talked.

Then, if you see, Sir, the position of
the industry, I find there is a sectoral
economic recession on a large scale. |
can agree that in some sectors the
industry is doing quite well. But in major
sectors which are concerned with the
day-to-day life of the people the industry
is in the grip of recession. We are
concerned with textiles. During the last
six months we are nursing stocks of
cotton yarn. On the one hand the
handloom people say that they have no
yarn, and on the other we cannot sell our
yarn, cloth is not selling even with the
massive strike in Bombay. Madam Vice-
Chairman, the power-looms which were
expected to fill in the gap along with the
hand-looms, have also reduced their
shifts, and they are now either on one
shift or on two. This is the position. In
the rural areas money is scarce. They
cannot purchase cloth. Cloth has the last
priority because food is more essential
for the poor people than cloth. Where is
the purchasing power? I do not see it.
Madam Vi“e-Chaii(man, about the
claims of growth or whatever it is,
perhaps it is reported that the Firiance
Minister' calculated the growth on some
change of yet or whatever it is, I do not
know. But I see that the growth—I am a
member of the Industry Ministry's
Consultative ~ Committee—they  are
giving is in such industries which are not
essential to the community life.

Another reason why we are facing all
these problems, problems of the economy
being stagnant, industrial recession,
unemployment and so on, I find, i3 the
populist measures which are enunciated
which do, not inspire any confidence
whatsoever in the people. Take the case
of infrastructure industries, two or three
industries. Take steel. You cannot
produce steel while
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there is an acute shortage of power. In
Karnataka, I think—perhaps Mr. Poo-jary
will correct me if [ am wrong-there is a power
cut of 50 to 52 per cent. Exactly I do not
know how much percentage it is,

SHRIMATI MONIKA DAS (Karnataka):
When our Government was there, it was not
like this.

SHRI A. G, KULKARNI: It is because of
Mr. Hedpe, Mr. Gundu Rao was producing
power himself, of money. But as soon as Mr.
Hegde came....

SHRIMATI MONIKA DAS; During one
year, it is so much.

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: Madam, we are
talking something of the economy, not of the
kitchen. Kitchen is a different aspect.  So,
Madam Vice-Chairman, what I am saying is

that there is power shortage whether in
Karnataka or in Tamil Nadu or in
Mabharashtra.  Maharashtra was supposed to

be a State where power was available liberally.
But now in Maharashtra the power cut is
something between 15 and 3:~> per cent.
Leve aside U.P. and Bihar. . I do, not speak of
U.P. and Bihar because In my estimate and
study, / always forget U.P. and Bihar because
even God cannot .help those States. I talk of
what we see on the southern side and only there
I can make"some judgment on my own. This is
the position, of infrastructure. There is an
infrastructure committee of the Cabinet. What
that committee is doing, God knows.  Then
take coal. Whatever sector you may take, what
is the capacity utilisation? Even in the case of
the captive diesel sets which we have installed,
the position is very bad. Not that diesel is not
available, but the cost is prohibitive. The cost
of diesel power generated in our cooperative
spinning mills is between Re. 1 and Rs. 1.25
per unit, which is 50 to 60 per cent higher than
the cost of grid power. This is another aspect,
Madam, of "the economy.
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Then let us come to agriculture. Just now my
friend, the union leader, was talking about
agriculture. ~ Madam, in this country, taking
even the period of the Janata Government,
agricultural research has stagnated.
Madam. I have got something to do with agri-
culture through cooperatives. 1 am told—
perhaps my learned economist will correct me
if I am. wrong—that research is going on, on
dwarf varieties, that research is going on on dais,
cereals and all that. Where is that research?
What is the ultimate thing that you give to the
agriculturist which he can grow  and say that
it gives more yield? = Where are those dwarf
varieties?  If rain is not there, even the dwarf
varieties or your technology will  be useless.
As in the case of the Mexican variety, the re-
search during the time of Dr. Swarni-nathan was
something ~ worthwhile. But I now find; more
politics injected in the research centres than
actual research or  encouragement to merit-
oriented schemes which will help this
country to grow more food. The country has
got the  capacity. Then, take the prices  of
fertilizer. Fertilizer prices were raised fantasti-
cally  during the last  two or three years.
Now they have been reduced a little. I don't
make a very ambitious claim, but that country is
agriculturally self-sufficient and  growing
mo.re. food for export and for getting more
foreign exchange, where the input prices are
at a reasonably low level. In this country the
farmers are at the mercy of rain, the farmers are
placed at the mercy of blackmarke-teers right
from inputs like fertilizer, insecticides, oils and
what not. Now Mr. Poojari was giving an
emotional _ discourse the other day, what
is wrong with those bank loans and mass melas
for loans which were being organised? I
agree that the banking sector is the worst and
unionism in banks must be stopped as an
emergency measure. The agriculturist is
suffering.  Mr. Minister, please convey to
your senior friend, I have my doubts about the
policy of this Government on science and
technology.
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Of course, Janata Government never adopted a
science and techonology ! policy. ITbjere I really
appreciate you nib country can prosper uless
there is a policq of science and techonlogy and
the achievements made in these fields But your
science and technology policy is plagued with
politics. Please remove that ban on the
researchers and scientists and the young talent of
this country.

I come to another  aspect about which
some of my economist friends talks so much.
Agricultural extension service is something to
be commented on. It is deteriorating day by
day. It is becoming more and more corrupt.
The NREP, IRDP, all these scheme are
failing. For your information I may say the
Maharashtra Government has appointed a
committee to find out how corruption takes
place in  their employment scheme. That is
what is done in the progressive State of
Mabharashtra.  So this is a gift from
Delhi.  That has to be plugged stmewhere.
When I said that the Budget is a
magicians trick many of friends say, including
my friend, Monika, who uses polyester cloth

very often—I do not know what she uses
(interruption).

Tht Vice-Chairman (Shri Syed Rah-
mat Ali) in the Chair.]

I give you a concrete example.
They have reduced by Rs. 5 per Kilo
on the yarn produced of polyester
viscose: that is called PV  yarn.
But at the same time, Mr.
Minister, the Finance Minister

was kind enough to raise the duty on
processing from 7.5 to Rs. 10. To produce a
hundred metres' cloth you require 8 kgs. of
polyster viscose which costs RS. 40, that is 40
paise; while the processing charge enhance-
ment means 50 paise per metre. That means
you have taken 10 paise from that poor fellow
for whom you are shedding your tears and
your friends are thumping the desks that the
Budget is great. It is a damned gimmick,
nothing else.
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Now, I come to one concrete suggestion, Mr.

Poojary.

I wrote a letter to the Minister. He

has  clubbed with hand-pro-
4 P.M. cessing independent power
pncfceasing, whether in

co-operative or private sector and has said that
cloth worth Rs. 5 sq. m. and of less than 51
counts has been exempted from duty.  This
has encouraged rampant corruption at the excise
level.  Each Excise Inspector is getting Rs.
LOOo and Rs. 2,000 per day because the
traders are allowed to show their cloth as if
it is of 51 counts and below Rs. 5 while
actually it is worth Rs. 10 and of 80 counts. I
would reqest the Finance Minister to make it Rs.
10 instead of Rs. 5 and 80 counts instead of 51
counts, so that those Excise Inspectors need net
get all this money. At the higher level it could
be done.

I come to two other points. One has nothing
to do with the budget as such. It has to do
with the moral fibre to carry out or implement
your schemes; whether it is your 20-Point
programme or mass loading programme. In
implementing them there must be some
minimum morality in the Government and in the
people of this country. I do not say that the
entire responsibility for this is that of the
Government. All political parties are
involved.  The whole body politic is corrupt.
There is alot of difference between.what you
profess and what yo,u do.  This corruption start-
ing from politics has entered bureaucracy, right
from the Talati to the Collector and reaching the
Commissioner and Sachivalaya or Mantrala-ya.
It is all-pervading. Yesterday somebody said
that according to IMF the black money in this
country is 50 per cent. It has been a  post-
1980 phenomenon. What is the content o*

import?  How much of staggering imports are
taking place in this coun-1 try? Oil is
imported on the ftpecioua I claim that there is

oil shortage. I think—I am not sure—sugar also

has been imported.  Petroleum products are
imported. In every deal there is massive
corruption. We 'have dis-
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cussed the KUO oil deal. I can cite
another example.

This country needs pipelines lor
earring gas and oil from Bombay
High to UP and other States. You
might not be knowing that the pro
ject report speciflced 15 " diameter
pipes. These are produced by the
Rourkela plant which is a public sec
tor unit. How can there be any cut
back? So, some funny intellectual in
the Secretariat decided that there

should be some cut back. Sir,
Rs. 17000 crores worth of pipes of
17" diameter  were imported

from Japan. T, Justify that import the
diameter was increased by 2". What type
of discipline are you going to enforce in
this country? Only giving call of unity
and integrity to the nation and blaming
the opposition Ls not going to solve the
problem. Really, the fire is burning below
your feet and not below the feet of
Opposition. Now, rumors pre there about
the ejection. But it is, the election of re-
sources now snd it is what you call your
matching your superior resources with the
per resources of the Opposition and
nothing else. That is why, Mr. Vice-
Chiirman. Sir, I do not isolate that mat.
and I do not want to take name of my
frieai from Maharashtra. He Is not an
isolated example, Mr Antulay, cf
corruption. There are many people like
him. Many Ministers many Chief
Ministers, are under a cloud now. You
take the Chief Ministers right. from
Orissa. (Time Bell rings). What is coming
out now? Take the example of Maha-
rashtra.

SHRIMATI MONIKA DAS: What
about your Kanti Desai? (interruptions)

SHRI A.G. KULKARNI; Take the
case of the former Chief Minister of my
friend, Mrs. Monika Das. I mean Mr.
Gundu Rao. He is corruption personified
(Interruptions). What 1 mean to say is
this that there is corruption everywhere
now. You leave aside the ONGC or the
petroleum empire. What about rice?
Sir, rice
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is the poor men's food. Mr. Vice Chair

man, Sir, you would be surprised to

know that basmati rice was exported

to Russia and some coarse
rice was imported. So, pay-off,
rice  Russia and some coarse

rice wqs imported. So, pay-fts them
imports and again pay-offs, and through
this process the party became richer. Mr.
Vice Chairman, Sir, I would plead with
yov, I would beg of you, not to take a
partisan view of this thing. The country is
in a state of crisis now. It is not only a
moral crisis, but it is also a crisis of
confidence. Unemployment, poverty, etc.
are there and all the tail claims of the
Government are like what appear in the
Orwellian novels, there claim that 57
million people or 120 million people
have come above the poverty line, etc.
will not do. Mrs. Gandhi's idea of giving
mass loans is not going to solve these
problems. Mr. Poojari, you have one
more example. One of your former Chief
Ministers, Mr. Naik gave two thousand
rupees in Maharashtra some fifteen or
twenty years ago for the needy and
unemployed people and the entire money
had to be written off. I do not say that this
should also be written off. Your scheme
is a laudable scheme. But who is there to
implement it properly? That is my
difficulty.

Therefore, Mr, Vice-Chairman,
Sir, I think the country is in the grip
of a crisis. Such schemes are not going
to solve the pro-iloms or remove the
present crisis. I would request the
Prime Minister Througrh you, Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, lo rise to the occasion
and put down all these things. Then
1 only the country can have a bright
I future; otherwise not. Think you, Sir.
SHRIMATI MONIKA DAS. Mr.
I Vice-Chairman, Sir, first of all, I must
1 congratulate the honourable Finance
f Minister on his nice Budget for the
year 1984-85.

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: You criticise
me first.

SHRIMATI MONIKA DAS;
am not for that.

1

No; I

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, all efforts
have been made to give relief to all
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sections of the neop'.e and also to keep
the inflationary tendency under check.
One of the main features of the Bud
get which would be immediately wel
comed by all is the reduction in the
Income-Tax  rates pertaning both to
the common man and the affluent sec
tions. This certainly provides a  size
able comfort to the salaried class.
Reduction in Excise duties on certain
varieties ~ of goods of mass consump
tion is another aspect of the Budget
that would gladden the hearts of the
common people. Now, Sir in the case
of textiles, a particular  variety of
cloth costing about Rs. 25 per metre
will now cost three rupees less, which
is a substantial cat. There are similar
reductions in Ex?'se duty on tea. elec
trical goods imitation jewellery, and
certain other artistes of common use.
Sir, India of 1984" is vasly dillerent
from the India cf 1974 and that you
have got to accept. It is a fact that
India today ranks amongst the lead
ing industrialised nations of the world.
The Five Year Plans have brought
about  technological transformation in
agriculture and In industry and they
have provided a large reservior of
trained manpower. There is steady
There  is steady progress to

wards .selfreliance. Though the per capita
income is not so high, th<; country is now in
a far better position to deal with its old
problems as well as the new ones which may
arise due to the developmental processes.

Sir, so far as our rural development
programme is concerned, it has helped

nine million families including 3.2
million Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes  families. The

programme has acquired prime importance in
the development policy of the Government
snch as I.LR.D.P., N.R.D.P., RL.E.G.P.,, etc
Our major intention is to eradicate poverty
through  employment  generation and
increasing production. Our major intention is
to bring down the number of poor people
who are living ielow the poverty line. This is
the intention of our various schemes. In
some States our schemes
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have succeeded, while in others we cannot

say that they have succeeded rully. But our

intention is to bring down the number of such

people who are living below the poverty line.

(Interruptions)

1984 ]

One of the prerequisite for this should be to
create the desire among the people to change
rather .than we desiring them to change. The
administrative machinery at different levels is
supposed to play a vital role. At evxery State
level they have to play a vital role, according
to their capacity. How far this has reached the
grass roots level in the rural and urban slums
is left to one's imagination.

The Government is going to give much
emphasis to the development of tribal
communities to bring them above the poverty
line through IRDP schemes. The policy-
makers have already taken note of this and
proper modification? have been made. How
far these modifications have been, made. Hew
far these modifications are in implementation
is yet to be tested.

It is also observed in many States that the
flow of credit from the financing institutions
is found unsatisfactory, especially in North-
eastern region in tribal areas. We have seen
that at many levels in my State they are not
succjeedling properly. I can tell you that
specially in the north-eastern region, in tribal
areas, these schemes, IRDP, etc.,, have
completely failed. The hon. Finance Minister
should take note of this why these schemes
have not succeeded there.

Sir, through rural development pro-
grammes, we have succeeded in backward
areas in fields like water, schools, primary
health institutions and such basic amenities.
We are trying our level best. But it is no
magic; it will take time. If you compare this
year's Budget with the last year's Budget an<j
if the last year's budget is continued, definitely
our poverty line will go down.
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[Shrimati Monika Das]

So far as agricultural prodction is concerned
our country has made a tremendous progress
since 1945 till to- ' day. Sir, our country is now
able to produce three times the food grams. But
in spite of that we are not succeeding. Why are
we not succeeding? First, 65 per cent of our
people are below the poverty line Second there
is lack of proper distribution. If everybody
works properly at different administrative
levels, we will definitely succeed.

Sir, the production of foodgrains is likely to
exceed the target ot 142 million tonnes
compared to the production of 125.4 million
tonnes in 1982-83. Special efforts have been
made to improve the utilization of the
potential created so far. Fertilizer consumption
during 1983-84 will be well a'x>ve the plan
target. The food production can be improved
further if irrigation projects are provided and
so many other methods are. used in places
where we do not have irrigation facilities. In
these areas, we have to; try percolation or tank
system for irrigation purposes.

Sir, I would like to say a few words about
slum clearance. In 1980-81, in this august
House I moved a Resolution know as Slum
Improvement and Clearance Resolution and
the Government was good enough to accept
that Resolution as a 30 year time-bound
programme. At that time, the total slum
population was 30.4 million. After two years,
in 1983-84, it has Increased by 1.4 million.
Now. the tital slum population is 31.8 million.
I would have been more happy if the Finance
Minister had given separate funds for Blum
improvement and clearance programme.
Slums are not created immediately. They are
created because the villagers do not find
employment or any other facility in their
villages and they come to cities. In cities they
dot not get construction work or other
employment. We do not provide them with
anything. There are 32 milibn slum dwellers.
Unless we are able

rural areas in order to stop this migra
tion of population to urban areas, only
slum development programme will not

help. To stop this migration, employ
ment opportunities have to be created
in the rural areas. Fcr this purpose,

industries have to te dispersed to the

rural  (areas. Proper  communication
and transportation facilities should be
provided to them. If you provide

them  transportation and  communica
tion, then they can themselves bring
to the cities what they produce in the
villages and sell them. For this pur
pose, I request The Government to see
that the wvillagers get communication
and transportation facilities. If  they
get these facilities, I don't think they
will come to the cities. (Time Bell
rings) You are ringing the Bell. 1 do
no* know how much time I have got.
Th, number of educational institution
near to the wvillages and slum areas
should be immediately increased. Many
villagers still don't get any primary

health facilities in their villages. They
have to travel 50 miles to get these
medical facilities. The Government
should see that they are provided
with  primary  health and  medical
facilities. Until and unless we do
these  things, our family planning
programme will not  succed.

We started the family planning programme
with good intentions and our Government has
done tremendous work. In spite of all this we
are not able to succeed. The World Health
Organisation is providing special techniques
to stop the high incidence of maternal deaths
in the developing countries.

One is to bring population growth down to
1.6 per cent, and the other Is to attack poverty
with employment emerging from a growth rate
of income of about 5.5 per cent to 6 per cent
per year. As the Seventh Plan takes shape, it is
these two challenges which must dominate the
frameworE of our responsibilities largly unful-
filled. We have to take up the Seventh Plan.
There are responsibilities still unfulfilled. 1
would request the responsibilities still
unfulfilled. I would
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request the Government that the guidelines
should be flexible and should not become
rigid when they reach State level or district
level oi block level. As far as possible it
should be tried to fit the scheme into the social
framework rather than desiring them to fit into
the official framework. And for this purpose,
we require machinery or, in other wirds, a
bureaucracy with dunamisn and imaginotion.
The measure initiated by the Government
should not get entangled into redtapism and
harassment by "the bureaucracy. Other wise,
this 20—pujnt programme will not succeed if
the bureaucrats interfere in the middle. We do
not say that we dte> inot require bureaucrats.
We require bureaucracy for helping us in the
implementation. But they should not order us.
Sir, for this purpose, the Centre— State
relations should be cordial. States shoud not
blame the Centre and the Centre also should
not blame the States. That cordial relationship
should be thtere. Without Centre's! help, no
State can prosper. They should agree with the
Centre's proposals. (Time bell rings).

Lastely, Sir, I would like to say that no
Budget has ever satisfied some people. Who
are these people? The industrial magnates will
never be satisfied, the Opposition will never
be satisfied with Budget None ever will, and
still they never stop getting richer and richer,
yet louder and louder. This time we are happy
that they are not. Nobody will accuse us of
carrying the favour of industrial magnates and
their associates' favour for the sake of
elections.

Lastly, 1 would like to quote my hon.
leader, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, when she said:
"When we look back, we find that we have
achieved much; when we look forward, we
find that we have m/uch to achieve." Thank
you, Sir.

1984 ] 1984-85—General
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SHRI SUSHIL CHAND MOHUNTA:, Mr.
Vice-Chairman, Sir, it has been said on
various occasions that corruption is a world
phenonmenon, and we being a part of the
world that phenomenon has overtaken us.
Similarly, it was said at another point of time/
that price rise is also a world phenomenon
which has also engulfed us. And not only this,
Sir. It was added that the rise in prices of
essential commodities is the true index, real
index of the progress of a country. But if that
be The way in which we have to look towards
our country's progress, then I must say that
what this Government has been doing is pro-
bably correct because corruption has
increasing—we are  having  gallopiDg
corruption—and the price rise is es-clating
beyond acceptale limits. Will, if these two be
the criteria., then I have nothing else to say.

250

Sir, this Budget is a typical Budget, not
mpch different to the previous Budgets
which have come in the past. In the last 36
years, we have been seeing the same thing
except that it has changed slightly during the
initial year when the Party comes into power
and during the last year when it is just
going to be out of power or something of that
sort. And a tax is removed here and an
adjustment is given there. And there is no
priority fixed. = What is this budgeting? No
priority is fixed, no looking towards what we
have to achieve or the aims and objectives that
we have to achieve. We must set for ourselves
some target and by the end ofthe current
year, we should be very close to it But
everytime when we come out of the financial
year and enter into a new financial year, we
find ourselves a loser with prices going
up, with poverty on the increase, with
recession in the industrial production, and
alround condition of the country we find
going from bad to worse. That, is actually
what we are faced with. To me, there
seems to be an  in-built inertia in the
budget because there is a big gap, a gap
which seems to be very small in the
beginning,  becomes much bigger which we
are con-
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fronted with. During the last few

years, we have been having deficit

financing and these deficits have in

creased and have never been

made up, and this year also, there

is going to be the same position.

There will  be further inflation,
further proce rise. There is no incentive
given to any particular industry, big or
small sothat wecould say that there
is  going to be a better tomorrow for us. We
are giving more and more concessions to the
industry but these concessions become
ineffective clue to price escalation. I said the
same thing last year also, and I had asked
whether it was not true that what is being given
as concession is being taken away in
some other form.  You give relief in indirect
taxation and you impose direct taxes. What is
this gimmick? Why is the whole country
taken for a ride? People have rightly called it an
election budget. What does an election
budget mean? It means clearly that you are
out to hoodwink the whole sector and every
countryman. Otherwise, what is an
election Budget? Budget is a Budget.
Election Budget is election-oriented. That
means that the hon. Finance Minister shirks
his responsibility in seeing to it that the
budgetary exercises do not result in price
escalation.  He shirks this responsibility; he
has given a go-by to everything, with the
result that the upper strata the so-called very
rich people—are much better off today and they
will be better off tomorrow. Poorer
sections will be worse off tomorrow. Instead
of trying to narrow down the gulf between the
poorest and the richest the gap is increasing.
I can say, and I think my friends on the other
side will bear me out, that the ratio of the poor
to the rich is something more than 1:10,000
whereas in other advanced socialist countries,
itis said that the ratio should not be more than
1:10. Where are we taking this country? What

hope can there be
else and poorer section of society class

and poorer sections of society
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going to get out of it, with prices rising up,
corruption oh the increase? Nothing is within
the reach of the common man. Big men
will  of course, prosper. You are turning out
big cars, big houses and you are holding
auctions in certain areas which were
developed during the ASIAD  far non-
resident Indians  so that you get foreign
money. You can do it; but how many people
will  be there? Eighty per cent of the people of
the country sent you to Parliament and those
people will get nothing out of it. Every year
you give them promises and today the condition
of the people is that you prive them hope to
live and ultimately they die in despair.
There must be a turn in the history of this
country. Let some courageous people come
and take the risk even at the cost of becoming
unpopular. Take the risk by making the
country better.  You must take  the money
from the rich, so that we do not enter into this
area of deficit financing. = Why was this gap
not made good by the rich? What
difference would it make to them? If a person is
earning Rs, 10 crores, if a person is earning Rs.
1,000 crores, how would it affect him? Sir,
the health of the poor should be looked after.
But I do not find anything in this Budget which
provides for the health of the poor. I
personally feel, by the end of this year, 1984-
85 this country will be further poorer.
Consider the amount of debts which we hage
to pay of course, we can live by alms. We can
live on money which we try to beg from
foreign countries. But for how long? The
burden is ultimately going to fall on the
shoulders of the common can, who will have to
bear the brunt, it is better, today, we decide
that the twenty or fifty or one hundred or two
hundred big houses should not be given laxity,
should not be given a treatment which i
different from that given to the common man. I
do not say, you should pull them down. But at
least, you should not create conditions by
which they earn and the poor man loses.

Thank you, Sir.
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1 W gwR w23 0 AEAE 39-
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WA 4T, §9 ¥ aWq § qEenia
¥t 2C T qw T 21.4 & TE 91,
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g wr 2 AR et F amg oS
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z fv fram aga gnfy & =@ &
YT AN FT | ¥ qg AW
fafeqar & fF wre zo fegml &
TAAT AZAT FCH AT AW AT AT JAEAT
& ga T fFar gar & I oA
BIAT WIS AT @ua  FrAr | gW

[ RAJYA SABHA |

1984-85—General 256

Discussion
faq zx @i #r foeyarar & fF 29
oy &% A 9T # ggAw 7 e ogaAnr
o AFAIAET | FATE AW F Wy P
srat #w ¥ fawmr § 9w gu ¥ agt
# fraza wear 5 gare qm fEamey
#T TIATT FIA AT A FHAATS §,
a1 wfaFra & ag ava faertam =
% FE AT FE ACE F IT &Y
qgraar w7 |

1984—-85 & fam &= =tz o=t
& "weas Araar ofey & faF 30-
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o 15 WA 1983 & FATA
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OF  drgor FY 4 1 A7 Frowt
& art # fe faq & wqae qrdty
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wgi ¥ F wA A § @ w7
ar wmal g & qw amdo dlo TH.
gfas{1 7 0F IEW F AL A 0

FEFT  aoWe #1 | wEe fwa {5
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A ¥ IAFT q@T ANMAT SeAv Argw
e mat & v wragfa @y
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mfs ' owenfaay & W g @
= fraen arar @ ogEEr 9 oW
AT AT G AEr & F oavEw g
At wpar for o, & W gEEr
g @ & @ afed 6-8 WA F
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2T E AW 7-8 WA T
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o # A % A ¥ e faww
T oy ¥ four qmr g aw
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T far ww 30 & wEar g fF
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W At | Y son v ogw
T wgr T @EAr ¥ O wafw
HqTET weqs wq ¥ fEEwr or g
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A fr @t 1983-84 & T
# 563 ¥0% WU wq wftwat F
am ¥ feamd W & W T oA
ot s wfeeat ¥ avw & framar @
A 2746 FOT F F9 ¥
g WY wwded AT ¥, A AW P
g A0 gww W oW wer g
fred @ ag 563 FUAT 91 UK
o9 qZ 2746 FOT B OTET F |
U X QO qg S Fer
wrr &, % Wl ¥ @ Wy g7
2200 Fig & WH-AE I Fg A
arar T ¥ Y W owAy 6w
WAl T Ay iy Qe fqmr § sawt
H R HE AEAT F | T qARTd
T 3w qur f§ ag aam fv o owee
fofrze oy wgt G § A s
WA A Y owAr ¥ — T
2 W & w@eded §

'Explaining the large amount ol more
than Rs. 2,000 crores under the head
"Other Receipts”t the spokesman said,
"These were accounted for mainly by
surplus from the Oil Coordination
Committee, Special Drawing Rights,
Reserve Bank of India securities, the new
National Deposit Scheme and fore-eigh
commercial borrowings."

wWA g0 i Al femrd € F
aga @ <o ot § fomwr mEw
Tadie ¥ o fafawr fawmr § @ %
ford we &Y foawr fafesr @l
T ATAWFACLATT ITA g 7
sa%T Tyt a¢ s 7 far @ g0
ag A SETRHF IWZ T ITH geA-
ix weq wiftaat fear€ o€ & zan
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Tn wIay ¥ fag faw @@ 7
oz 74 &1 gaty frar 3 el
fam & zawr fada & § 0

SHRI V. N. TIWARI (Nominated): Mr.
Vice-Chairman, I have listened to the
criticism of the Budget with care and
consideration. I have equal senti ments
for the poor, unemployed. I have the same
contempt lor corruption, inefficiency. But
we are discussing Budget ior the year
1984-85. It provides us an opportunity to
look at what we promised last year, what
w» have succeeded what we are propos--
ing only for one year. Therefore, when we
are on the one hand criticising the
Budget, on the other hand we are talking
of the years-old story, I think we are not
fSr to tile nonourable the Finance
Minister who was to give us a budget
only for this year. Therefore, I will
confine myself to what he proposes for
this year. In my opinion the present
Budget reflects a commitment to the path
of steady economic growth of the
country. When I say so I have the figures.
Rural development oriented budget:
expenditure on rural development has
doubled from Rs. 480 crores to Rs. 932
crores. That means we are going to invest
our resources for the uplift of those,
whom, the Father of the Nation, Mahatma
Gandhi used to call the real India, and to
double the amount in one year for the
uplift of those people; if it is a com-
mitment for the growth of those people
who have not been cared, I think the
House should rise at party politics and
should congratulate the honourable
Finance Minister for such a step in which
those who could never dream of some
development, will be provided some
hope.

My second concern which I have been
able to find from this Budget i»
Government's concern for providing
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more to the State* to develop their States. But
I cannot help but urge upon the Government
kindly to give incentives to those States who
do not indulge in overdrafts and must find out
some methods, drastic methods, to stop
overrafts if they want to have a balanced
development between States and States. As |
mentioned about rural development, the other
concern of the Government is the rural land-
less population for whom Government is
providing 100 days work for one member of
the family. One can ask: Is it sufficient? But
certainly this is a good beginning. Apart from
this, some money has been earmarked for the
educated unemployed also. I, being a teacher
know the plight of students and what is spent
on their education in this country. You look at
education in other countries of the world. It is
also a fact that a student spends more on his
education at the post-graduate and graduate
level. After his education, the entire future
before him is dark and bleak. So, thi3
provision made for the educated unemployed
is a step towards social security and I
welcome this proposal.

The budget maintains its concern lor the
salaried class. I am not only talking of the
interim reliefs. I am also referring to the relief
given in income tax. For the salaried class,
even a small concession is big. It may not be
so for industrialists or big business houses and
for those who evade taxe. Though these
concessions may be minor to look at. they are
major concessions for those who belong to the
salaried class. Unfortunately they are the only
people who pay taxes in this country. I,
therefore, congratulate the Finance Minister
for providing some relief to every strata of
population. Under the wealth tax concession,
the monetary ceiling of exemption in respect
of one house owned by tax-payer is being
increased from the present level of Rs. 1 lakh
to Rs. 2 lakhs. You may ask: What is this
limit of Rs. 2 lakhs. But certainly any
economist will say that from one lakh to two
lakhs, it is a
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significant concession. One can hope fo,r
better.

Similarly, the present rate of tax for the
first slab of taxable income of Rs. 15,001 to
Rs. 20,000 is 20 per cent. As I was saying |
am equally concerned about poverty and
corruption. These are things which disturb
everybody. But you have to, see that last year
the rate was reduced from 30 to 25 and this
year again from 25 to 20 per cent. Somebody
was saying that budget is a magician's trick. It
is not. These concessions only show the
concern of the Government for the salaried
classes.

The Finance Minister has fully exempted
khandsari sugar from the levy of excise duty.
He has given relief to textile industry which
will make cloth cheaper. He has reduced basic
excise duty on table fans and so on and so
forth. Similarly agricultural production is
likely to increase by 9 per cent over the
previous year. The budget has taken care of
all the classes, namely, the lower, lower
middle and upper middle classes. Then, Sir.
(Time Bell rings). Sir, I have not taken even
three minutes.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN): You have taken nine
minutes.

SHRI V. N. TIWARI: Myself?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN): Yes. I will not give you
more time.

SHRI V. N. TIWARI: I will not take more
than three minutes now, Sir. I hope I have
your permission for that.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN): You over the other
points now.

SHRI V. N. TIWARI; The Budget has
given many reliefs to, the employees and the
salaried classes. It has, no doubt, come like a
fresh breeze. But I would like to ask whether
the honourable Finance Minister would be
able to provide
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real strength to the nation to face external
dangers, internal agitations, and to show
results of development against the threat of
population explosion. Though we have
increased Ojur allocation for defence purposes
from Rs. 5,971 crores to Rs. 6,350 crores, is it
sufficient compared to the money provided by
the USA to Pakistan and is it sufficient if you
take into account the threat across our
borders? Apart from the external dangers, we
have got internal dangers also and they are
there, whether it is Punjab or whether it is
Jammu and Kashmir or whether it is Assam or
Nagaland, and these dangers appear in the
form of fundamentalism, region alism and
communalism. These dangers will have to be
faced and we will require a lot of energy and a
lot of money for tackling these problems.
Similarly, I have to point out another thing. 1
hough we have increased the allocation for
our family welfare programmes from Rs. 460
crores to Rs. 605 crares, we have to remember
that out of 125 million couples in the repro-
ductive age, only 26 per cent of the couples
have been covered. So; your entire
development and your entire progress are
going to be a waste if this battle is not fought
on a war-footing. Apart from incentives, you
have to think of some legislation now. The
time has now come when legislation should be
enacted and when disincentives should be
provided if we have to save this country.
Otherwise, your entire developmental effort
would be meaningless and whatever we are
doing will show no results at all.

Sir, myself being an educationist, I would
be mentioning one thing. I am grateful to the
Finance Minister for providing us Rs. 204
crores as against Rs. 105 crores last year. But
I demand that ihe Government must hive, on
the pattern of the University Grants
Commission, a Commission for school
education also. We have to give better
emoluments to the school teachers because
that is the base. Unless and until ,ou make a
good amount of money available for this
purpose, you will not be able to de-
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liver the goods. Then, Sir apart from teachers,
writers, artists, and painters are also the worst
affected people in this country. Out of about
45,000 people, not even one per cent can exist
Oin their art and yet they are considered to be
the legislators of mankind. The tune "s now
come when, from the panchayat level up fo
the national level, at least one per cent should
be kept apart only for the purpose of
promotion of art and literature so that the
people can work in this direction and
something is done for these pa-.'ple. ("->me
H'll rings).

Lastly, Sir, I will be touching upon one
important point because we have been talking
about it in detail. Sir, I come from Punjab.
Punjab should be provided with heavy
industries immediately because we an
energetic peupie and we are a hard working
people and we want to be busy, otherwise we
will keep you busy. Either you keep us busy
or we will keep you busy. So, give us heavy
industries. Just as we have brought about
green revolution and white revolution, we
will bring about another revolution, that is,
energy revolution also in this country, and
that will help us in solving the problem of the
country.

Then, Sir, Chandigarh must be made a main
rail link. At least till this is done, some
reservation must be allowed for Bombay,
Bangalore, Madras, etc. because Chandigarh
is a cosmopolitan city and the peole there
have either to come to Delhi or to go to
Ambala to have their reservations. Then, Sir,
the lat, Jawaharlal Nehru established an
institute for research in medicine and we have
the Post Graduate Institute for Medical Re-
search in Chandigarh. Sir, it is an excellent
hospital HDV. (Time bell rings). Unless you
have an excellent hospital, the purpose of
these institutes for which they were
established would be lost and we wouM not
be able to achieve the results which our
leaders, the leaders of the nation, wanted us to
achieve. Therefore, I will be congratulating
the Finance Minister for bringing stability,
economic stability.
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under the leadership of Mrs. Gandhi, and
I support the Budget, because in one year
you cannot expect miracles. The Budget
should be kept in one year's proportion,
not in the proportion of the age-old
stories of corruption and poverty.
Nothing can be done in one year.

Thank you.

STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Bk New gas strike in Godavari on-
shore and oil and gas strike at
Gandhar in Cambay Basin.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN): At a time when we
are busy with the Budget and the
country's economy, we have a good news
from the hon. Minister of Energy.  Shri
Shiv Shankar.

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY (SHRI
SHIV SHANKAR): Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir. I am glad to announce two important
discoveries which have been made in the
last four days in Krishna-Godavari basin
and in the Cambay basin.

On March 10, 1984, gas with con-
densate was struck at Well Bhimana—
palli-1 located about 60 kms. South-East
of Rajamundhari in East Godavari
district. The first object tested in intervals
of 2810.5 metres to 2813.5 metres gave a
gas flow at a rate ranging from 27000 to
40000 cubic metres per day with the
choke size varying from 1/4" to 1/2".
Seven more objects in this well are yet to
be tested.

This is the fourth well drilled in the
onland Godavari basin, the earlier wells
being one at Razole and two at Narsapur.
Welb both at Ra;:ole and Narsapur had
earlier given indications of the presence
of gas. An adjacent well at Amlapuram
which is under drilling will also be tested
shortly.

Drilling operations are planned at nine
more locations on different structures in
Krishna, West Godavari and East
Godavari districts.
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Oil and gas has also been struck in
commercial quantity at Gandhar about 75
kms. South-West of Baroda on March 12,
1984. Production has been tested from six
metres zone in the interval 3018 to 3024
metres. The production of gas/oil
condensate is 150 cubic metres per day
through 1/4" choke along with 88000
cubic metres per day of gas on the basis
of a short test at a surface flowing
pressure of 3000 p.s.i. The detailed
production testing is in progress. This
find is of great significance because it
opens up a large new area for exploration
in the North-West of Broach block. Addi-
tional seismic survey and delineation of
the structure are to be carried out for
knowing the limits of the oil pool and the
reserves of oil and gas. In this well three
more prospective zones above the
producing zone are yet to be tested.
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