RAJYA SABHA [12 March, 2007]

THE BUDGET (RAILWAYS), 2007-2008
AND
GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION

Approving Recommendations Contained in Fifth Report of the Railway
Convention Committee (2004)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, the Budget (Railways) and the
Resolution. Mr. Minister.

YA (AN A IR ) : HEIE, H FAARId Hehed SURRI BRa g o

YT [T, Vel SUHHA §RT A 01 S BT T ATHI DI SR 1 FHIE A &
foq forgeh ot ST | (2004 ) & gi=d wficrae, 791 18 3T, 2006 BT 54
HHT & Ul IR QT T 1, & URT 45,46,47,48,49,50 AR 51 H fafdee RywiRei &1 4=
50 H S 31T o SR & A1 ARG Bl © [ Yoirra Y 3§ ug1 yvRi & g=1
HeH Bl AT, 321 2N 3001 & 911G & 3 3006 & A1ETH F fHa1 SI1g|

The questions were proposed.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | rise to
express my disappointment for the proposals made in the Railway Budget. Sir,
there is a saying in Telugu which means on the face of it everything is fine, but
if you go inside then you will find the reality. That is the situation with regard to
this Budget. The Railway Minister has not increased the fares of passengers.
Fine. Nobody can have any objection to that and people can be happy about it
also. But, Sir, | must say that he has totally ignored the critical aspects of
infrastructure, security, safety, amenities and also the need for expansion of the
Railway network in the country and also the speed and other challenges that are
there before the Indian Railways. Sir, the Railway Budget is, of course, definitely
populistic, but it is not realistic. The Railway Budget is only for today, not for tomorrow
the reason being, as | told you, if you don't increase the fares naturally people
will be happy but, at the same time, what about safety and security, what about the
expansion and what about the aspirations of people of different regions of the
country? This has not been properly attended. This is our main objection in this
Railway Budget. Secondly, Sir, the Railway
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Minister has taken the credit for the tumaround in Railways. | must remind him, Sir, through
you that this turnaround is possible because of the foundations laid and good work done
and the initiatives taken by the NDA Govemment. Let him do soul-searching honestly. He is also
a senior person and he has also enough knowledge. What has happened to the Railways is
because of the foundations laid. 3TRATTA e g fhar, Yod duet &t o9

T BT A R1ep {61, IHS!T e g | ugell OReR o1 T8I foha| o Rid
T...(FAH)...

37t |re] FTE < § qar

Y THO IHTT AR : IS HiepT AT, T MY Ta19 § el &, anfi M T g
< P §, G391 Bl MU e 21 3 1T T Il I §8 © SR M9 I ol P @ B

M0 M 3T WS (AER ) : 2 A1 981 TRIR | I IET 2

i TH0 JHAT A : H TSR S H BT Bl...(JIY).... I8 gkl 81 Aoyl
e o a1 81 81 =@y

Sir, this expansion, conversion, safety, passenger amenities were given the least preference.
This is our next charge. Then, the regional imbalances, the regional aspirations and
requirements are not taken care. There is injustice to Kerala. There is injustice to
Karnataka. There is injustice to Andhra Pradesh. Even my friends from Tamil Nadu, in
spite of Mr. Velu taking some interest, are also not happy with regard to the allocations
made to the State of Tamil Nadu. There was protest in Andhra Pradesh, Sir. 3Tig Ter # 5t

DR &, I AXDR 7 G& Y1 AFAT <h b, 37T Y<?l B ATSraR 7, R qe
9 g8t JoHR TS URATd UTH T 3R X #Al & U W 21 ofy uew & w69 yfaffy
e 4 BT B 8l, PRIFRE 81 IT AGITH & 81, IR ARIFRFS Sax germ #3414
et ofR w301 Sff &1 3/avd HR1AT o 371 UawT & A1 {54 TRE BT 31 ga ol
PR &b IR H T AT AT S ATl S+l § SRl Sadqe 4, Yad 9 1
9 ASTTel gRICd Bl Q] {51, IHDI SN B & ol F& TR T8 [$Y 8- Hee
goic #,9%hs guic #, U< goie A 3R i) ft heart burning & 91 Wcd # 3R 98
heart burning 374t ¥t e & B

AT & aR § 98 989 81 Rel © o¥ W H| HAl Sl & &H H 1 Ay
RrefRTIc- AR Yeld B 424 BRIS T1RT iR H30) Sft 7 59 9ol | fear & 16
By
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Sir, at this rate, this will take 20 years for completion and it is a buming issue now.
Everybody is concemed in Andhra Pradesh imespective to which political party they belong.
Regarding Kerala, | just checked one example. When NDA was in power, there were 20
M.Ps. who were supporting the Opposition. Only one MP. was there who was
supporting us. And, the NDA Govemment had given Rs. 335 crores in the first year; Rs. 469
crores in the second year. Now, Sir, all the Kerala M.Ps. of both, Left as well as the
Congress, all supporting the U.P.A. Govemment, and allocation given to Kerala is Rs. 293
crores. And, the Kerala people are naturally agitated; they are also concerned.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI R. VELU): Sir, | must
say, Andhra Pradesh, last year, 2006-07, it was allotted Rs. 427 crores. This time, it is Rs.
640 crores; a rise of 49.88 per cent, amost 50 per cent. Coming to Kamnataka
...(Interruptions).

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Velu, you can give figures later on when the reply is given.
Usually, they will bring ... (Interruptions).

SHRI R. VELU: But, Sir, he is misleading the House.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: If a particular figure is wrong, he can correct me. |
have no problem. But, if he is giving information which is there in the Budget, he
can wait for his turn.

SHRI R. VELU: He should not mislead the House. He has mentioned Tamil Nadu
...(Interruptions). Then, he mentioned Karnataka ...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Veluiji, usually it does not happen. You can . reply later on.
SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: | have no problem in yielding to Lalujior  Veluji both. But, the

problem is if they want to make a correction about the figure | have given, | thought | should yield.
If they want to make a general observation, first let me leave my say, and then ... (Interruptions).

THE MINISTER OF COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRI PREM CHAND GUPTA): Sir,
...(Interruptions)... facts and figures given to you ...(Interruptions).

7} THO FHAT ARG : U 1, 31T 379 3BT =T THIMY U1 b 3R aTpT I
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MU = #30 €, 9 capable 3EH! € | Sir, | am only leading the battie against the wrong
doings of the Govemment. There is no question of misleading the House. Kerala is an
important State in the country.

N} AT T1S : TR, WISTUT b AN, TH0SI0T0 b AT BHRT SUeIe Bl J Fw]
g SR WHR & € fa5 3177 i1 turnaround §aTT &, A1 BISSEH S &1 g 8, 3
TR &1 BISSUA Bl 2ATST UGHR SHBI AT QITY b a1 BISSTI 1T faam &1? 3iR
RTReT AT HHCT T a1 AT ? T SR F 519 “Sfean emsfir &l 919 o= 38 3, <A1
US 99l BT A1 3 b8l 9 B2 3 89 Y 3@ T, BH...(FIUM)... AR HIESTH
TR BT, A1 AIAGT D1 dl g1 ST | 9T BT S [T 872...(aEM)...

Teh A1 e 319 SATIT B [ARTE PRI 87 ...(FaLM)...

it Ierdd Raee1 ( SIRES ) : I8 F1 &1 3BT 87 ...(FIYM)... Sdd IR S1dg
3T T B ...(FGE).... U ITRT I §leiT 3R &< a9 d Sleiill.... (e ). .

0 XM 39 SR : 3779 FeaTs Jgl...( ™). .

M Suaumfy ;. Yot Sh, amg dfSu YeY Sh, fede @m
ARTT...(aem)...arfor St 3mg & v l...(aaum)...

=t TAOTAO SEaTfera ( FRES ) : 84 Al YO 918 & (b BT HHANN &
.. (TTHTT)..... ATTET ¥ Y B3N AL..... (FIGH)....

it Sgqumfy : afeg, AfSTl...aaam)...

$t TH. dHTT AIg ;. I <9 Sfl, U9 Sfl, BT Sft, loyalty 319 ST BT
fegr 9@, @ g &9 o1 sufd T8 2, IR loyaty SHAT b Gy g
IRYL...(FIITH)...

M0 YW 9 WSN :  Loyalty & WFC...(AFUM)... M9 ff X |
Bl...(Taum). .

it Sumumafey : SRav, 319 3y 93 &, A1 9 W SS...(@ayM).. fR fede Ha

1 AT (EHM).... SRIY, ST AT 1T HE SITY, 3! WY dlet BT GRT Al
frerml...aaem)...
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it Trerda Rimgr: A1 St i 9 of o6 519 9 diem & g @S 817 41 &% sentence
R EH NI SIebl...(SATETH)...

ot ATe] T ¢ B Al e gan & b g9 SaraT e dlel & 3R AR B dl uih
forge ¥ @ B SUL..(aEM)... BN old U7 § deR fhar g, a) 899 S9 Id8R
BT Y ST B 1...(FFH).... T B FFe § TR 3 IR W S ...(=99H)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, his present friends, ruled the country for fifty
years. What is it they have done to the Railway safety? What is it they have done
to take the Railway movement forward? Let them also explain. Secondly, it is
our Government led by Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee and the Railway Ministry headed
by Shri Nitish Kumariji, who have brought this turnaround. Special Railway Safety
Fund (SRSF) started operating from 1st October, 2001. At that time, | believe the
NDA was in power. Our Government took the initiative. About Rs. 17,000 crores
was earmarked; Rs. 12,000 crores was Government grant, and, Rs. 5,000 crores
was the Railway contribution out of Railway Safety Cess. 89+ g[% a1 ©1 89+ 98
P foraT 8, AfeTy U= 918 H 31N axe load IGTHR hdel 4T B! HURICT TN,
I Hifthe 31 & 31k 31y 3@ 3= & &5 &9 Mifthe R &, Yofd - 98 HHTd [T 21
IR HTE, BISSYH §H AT 81 31T Hdel FADBT BIIST ST <R ¥, SoT3Y, SOVl &
BIg AU T8l E...(FGETH). .

Sir, nearly sixty per cent of the funds were arranged up to 2004-05. Renewal
of tracks, rebuilding of around 3,000 Railway bridges, replacement of signalling gears
at 950 stations, replacement of rolling stock, investment in safety enhancement
was started and completed to the extent of sixty to seventy per cent during our
regime, and, you have extended it by one more year as the money could not be
spent.

Sir, the change in the method of calculating ratio resulted in decrease in
operating ratio and also the wagon-turnaround. In this system, in which only the
interest portion is charged to ordinary working expenses and the principal portion
to the Plan Expenditure, that is Demand 16, this was possible. You have only
changed the system. The system, which is changed, gave you the benefit to
show that your operational expenditure has come down. That change in the
method has resulted in reduction of operating ratio, from the Budget Estimates
figures of 90.8 per cent to the
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final figure of 83.2 per cent. Therefore, this cannot be compared with the
previous year's figures of 1999-2000. You cannot do it.

Secondly, Sir, the rate management system of FIOs was commissioned during
2005, during the NDA regime only. This also has to be remembered.

Thirdly, earlier, principal component of IRFC loans, wagon investment loans,
etc., was included in ordinary working expenses, whereby the operating ratio
was high. Now, the principal portion is included in the Demands, whereby the
operating ratio has reduced and the Plan size has increased. In 2001-02,
classification for iron ore, limestone and dolomite is 120, which was increased to
170 during 2006-07. In the Budget Estimates for 2007-08, it is reduced to 160. The
classification of PDS foodgrains is also in the similar manner. Sir, why | am saying
this is, this operating ratio has also brought a change around. Even the rake
management was also initiated by us. You have not done anything great. You can
take the credit for whatever you have done. | have no objection because the
Government is continuing, whether the NDA or the UPA or the earlier
Congress Government, there is a Government. And, there are Officers of the
Indian Railways system who are working. But, the actual turn-around was brought in
during our regime. Even in the case of Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL) the initiative
was taken by our Government. Still he remembers it. Even if he denies it also,
nobody can do anything.

Then, coming with regard to the justice done to different States. The Minister
was kind enough to Bihar. There is nothing wrong in it. | said, "Nothing wrong".
Unless Bihar moves forward, you can't expect the country to move forward. Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, some of these States, earlier
Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh, they were lagging behind for variety of reasons,
including reasons of Lalu Prasad Yadavji also. You have been ruling the States
for years together and then you, are also instrumental in the backwardness of
that particular region, Bihar. Now, he is paying attention towards the State. |
am happyd3! ®I$ MMafd T8l & & 3y fIgR &1 Su1e1 ¥a § 92 81 #9 gg e #
UGl 8, IT el I Wel, geI Te] A1efH, G U 374 father-in-law & 1id & forg =201 vt
3 8 €, oot €, g ff T REd €, 981 W R B S 8, 39 421 IS 3 il R
Even when | was the Minister, | naturally tried to see that my native placed my
district, my State, my region, my country, everybody has this thing. But, at the
same
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time, Sir, what | am quoting is from a newspaper and is correct, if Lalu
Prasadiji can introduce new railway line for 2.09 kilometres, adding another 20
kilometres by giving 230 crore rupees and forming three new railway stations
to connect a particular place, at this speed, | can all appeal to him, please see
that speed is maintained with regard to other projects in the country also- We
have no grievance whatsoever with regard to that particular project. If it is
wrong, | can give the name also. | don't want to quote the name of the
persons. If | am wrong, you can correct me also. | am ready for correction.
But, that is a newspaper report. The speed at which this project is going up, it
really makes that Railways, if they want, they can do it. But, unfortunately, that
is not happening with regard to other States and other provinces. As | told
you, giving more preference to Bihar is required. There is nothing wrong in
that, once again | reiterate, for the historical reasons. But, at the same time,
don't do injustice to the States which are getting you higher revenue. You
cannot and you should not neglect those regions. There is a reaction in
Karnataka; there is a reaction in Kerala; there is a reaction in Andhra
Pradesh. | told you, the entire Assembly, with one voice, passed a Resolution
in an exceptional manner. Normally, it does not happen. And, they came in a
delegation here and still you just quote some figures and this much
percentage and that much percentage and all that. | can give you the details
of the projects. If you are going to complete those projects at this rate, it will
take minimum thirty-five years. Do you want the people to wait for thirty-five
years simply because you want to take the credit that you have not enhanced
any fares and you want to become popular? You don't want to mobilise
revenue; you don't want to mobilise resources and you don't want to take care
of the regional imbalances in different parts of the country. This is my question
to the Minister. Let him ponder oyer this.

Sir, coming to the introduction of new trains, the Minister claimed that he
has introduced 32 new trains. | have gone through the list. Only ten new trains
are going to run on daily basis. Others are once in a week or bi-weekly. And,
you say that you have introduced 32 new trains. That is a big humber. But,
real number is only ten. Even about the Gareeb Raths also, the Railway
Minister has taken credit that he introduced these Gareeb Raths. | don't know
the fares. | will be enlightened if you tell me what is the difference between the
fare of ordinary train from Patna to Delhi and the Gareeb Rath. How do you
expect the gareeb people to pay the remaining
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amount and travel in the train? | am also told, and the Minister should clarify
it, that you have promised four Gareeb Raths and only two have been started.
Now, again, this year, you have promised new Garib Raths. What you promised to
do earlier is not implemented and now you are again making new promises. |
have no problem with regard to the promises that have been made. At least, they
will be recorded in a list, so that they will give priority in future also. But, at the
same time the Minister and his Department should see to it that when a Minister
gives an assurance to the House or speaks in the House, it should be given top
priority, and it should be implemented.

Sir, now | come to the issue of growing needs. Population is growing;
aspirations of the people are growing; and the travel habits are also
increasing. Affordability is also increasing, again, thanks to the NDA. Sir, today
you might have seen the connectivity revolution which has brought a turn around in
the country. Air connectivity, rail connectivity, highway connectivity, rural
connectivity, tele connectivity, port connectivity, and river connectivity were ensured
by the earlier Government which is yielding the desired results now.

Earlier you had only one channel—Doordarshan, Door Darshan! Now you
have 84 channels, 24 hours that are 'making news' and have 'breaking news.' Earlier
you had only one Indian telephone. "Hello, Hello," you shout for hours together, but
you would not get a response. Now you have so many cellular phone
companies.

Sir, | am saying this because it has turned around the country and now India is
growing by 8-9 per cent. Naturally, people have been provided with the purchasing
capacity by the earlier Government. Now you are continuing it. You must continue it
much more vigorously and improve it also. But you say that all this has been done
by you like Krishna raised the Govardhan Giri for others. You should have at least
the decency to mention the steps that were taken by the earlier Government, of
which you are a beneficiary now. But you did not.

7} AT ITE : $B e [HAT|...(TIH)...
#} THO IHAT ARG : 3T I RIT 2, AT Pl <@ P PO el (Herd o

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY (Kamataka): That is why you have been defeated
in the last election. ...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, the Government speaks of the common
man. Our Congress friends said that, “HTONT T BT, 3T MMSH b A1U* | 3G T

ATl & 918 AT U1 HEGH B I8 © (P I P 81 F AT AGH & W™ 81 11 2
I 1] TATE Sil 1 e 21 ¥R, §8i goic # Sl f ¥ fawTg & the Government

speaks of the common man, they have brought down the number of
employees. Is it not a fact? Let us go by the Budget figures of both 2005 and
2006. In the year 2005, the number of employees was 14,24,389; and in 2006,
the number has come down to 14,12,434. That means a decrease of around
twelve thousand personnel in one year. I FIT 87 R I T AMSH F 1T =TT

B BT TNBIR?

S gRT hRA (TR I )  JATIDHT Y8 FHalR AT ?

# THO FHAT ARG :  FPHoR Pl withdraw BT IST B & a2 I &
P W Y ST IR B V8 &, SUH 31T ol & interfere BRI 9 BT ST BRI WX,
Sie § ST accounts defreeze -1 & ol permission SHaTel @R Si=TaT & f2d #,
recruitment & f2d # Ao fAGgT R Adhd &1 PoR faggl v 4 fhd a1 872
(TTI)... IEAR UfeT gsalrs a1 off &fiR 915 & Ferifthd e Far mar?

W0 I 3T HSRY : 3T FSITH I
7} THO FHAT ARG : AT [Ha T a1

Sir, there is another interesting figure. Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, our
Government had passed a 18,00 km electrification plan for the 10th Plan. Out of
this, 1449 km was electrified. | would like the entire House to note these figures,
including the hon. Minister and his deputies. In 2002, as per the figures provided
by him, the total electrification was 455 km; in 2003, 504 km; and in 2004, 320
km. And this Government could electrify only 170 km in 2005-06. See the
speed and interest! This is an important component of modernisation. From
504, they have brought it down to 170 km. Is this the speed with which you want
to run the country? This is the speed with which they want to take forward the
momentum of growth. Let the Minister respond to this. ...(Interruptions).

SHRIWELL): Sir, | want to respond. ...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Velu, you can respond later. (Interruptions)
This will not happen. | can't say that he is

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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misleading...(Interruptions)... He is saying whatever he wants to say. You can reply
later...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, | would only plead with the Chair notto yield to him.
I P A I8 914 ST ATRY..(FTHTH)...

off ST : ST TRISR 2, S Bl B 31 T HRAL..(FGEH)...

3t ST YT ARM AEq ;. IJ§ 9gd IR ISR ©, $© 99 el el
FMSY..(FIL)...

i THO JHAT ARG : AT 3R ATTSHT WRBR - < N H Sl 99 e 8, I A
T8 ¥ BT €, S X PRAT BART $ied ol WAL - 84 I8 dR &1 8, g9 54
ATYDHR BT AGUANT &R T &..(FIIM)...

7t SURUTRT : GHAT ARG ST, 37T AW el

2 GO JhaT g ¢ 3MUS U A B €, ey €, 9% 9% b M UK
BHRY..(FFHTH)...

3t TH0 THO SEAIerdT : g ST dlei 4 ga 99 &, dlfdd S9a! b 4,
Sq@! Ut & R it 9e &, 9 9l | &, fR ST ThTer I1ed Sff STad RIS B 8 2
T AT T FHST & [ a8 T aqef 18 872

S} AT ATET : S MY I WA B b [ @S 8, T AN @S &
St EARTOT 9IfdT : ARGy, AT Sl BE IB B..(AIHH)...
off STqumfy sy 9feT, 3mg fST, Trfdr S oY IR-IR R @S B S 87

st QA0 THO S|AT Sl HATTT AT SF YHFT BT T, MMI I dled
ARTT..(aem)...

0 VM 29 HSKY : T @S B BT Rbls <@ NfT, M ST 59 AT H DS
el 8] BT B3I 31U I 91 899 8 B Bl

1} TH0 THO IEarforar : &9 <l 93+ & fofy 3g &1 7e1 2, Al a1 |
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SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Don't worry. | am capable of dealing with
Laluji, Veluji, Jay Prakashji, Fatmiji, Premji and also my friend Ram Deo
Bhandaryji. Sir, my point is that the Railway Minister is talking about hi-tech
progress, new systems, etc. but in the country today, there are 18,297 railway
crossings which are unmanned Ig IR B F1RY IR 39S HUR SATET &I
<7 @@Vl Secondly, Sir, the Shatabdi Express which was introduced by my
friend, late Shri Madhav Rao Scindia, used to take seven hours and forty
minutes. Now, it is taking eight hours and ten minutes. Are we progressing?
Then, the Shatabdi Express between Delhi and Agra used to take one hour
and fifty-five minutes. Now, it is taking one hour and fifty-six minutes. A.P.
Express takes two hours more. Tamil Nadu Express and Karnataka Express
are taking four hours more. If you make super-fast trains like this, then, | have
nothing to say. | am not pointing out defect of this Minister or that Minister. We
must understand as to what was our aim when we started Shatabadi Express
and Rajdhani Express. What is the performance so far? Are we moving
forward? Or are we looking backward? Is the situation not awkward? This has
to be attended to. Sir, you have converted 140 express trains into super-fast
express trains, by stamping them and collecting Rs. 20 extra, 9%, I8 the
capabilities and the managerial skills of our Railway Minister are exhibited in
such a manner that you convert express trains into super-fast express trains
without additional facility and then put Rs. 20 extra and say that | have not
increased any rates. But, super-fast express train charges Rs. 20 extra. | don't
want to use harsh words, but, this is like playing with the people. Do you think
the people are innocent? Then, Sir, it is said that women and aged persons
will get preference and they will be given preference for lower berths. Now, |
am told that you are even charging extra for the same. (Interruptions)

Y AT A

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, the Minister earlier talked about
Ahmedabad-Mumbai fast track train. Now, he is talking about bulletproof train.
It is okay. Japan is having; Germany is having. What about our tracks? What
is the capacity? What happened to the original pilot proposal
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Bullet train, not bulletproof.
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SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Yes, bullet train. | stand corrected. With a speed
of 300 kilometres per hour. Can our tracks withstand that speed? Have you
conducted any scientific study? What does the study say? What are the steps
you are going to take to strengthen the same? Mumbai-Ahmedabad as a pilot
project was thought of four or five years back. What is the progress made so far?

Even with regard to the vacancies in Raiways, more than twelve thousand
vacancies, including the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, are
lying vacant and then ten thousand Railway Protection Force posts are
also lying vacant and you say that you are concerned for the common
man. Then, Sir, even with regard to laying down of 500 kilometres long
new tracks, there are many tracks on which work was not done, even after
foundation, is he aware that 10,000 kms. of tracks need replacement, and
when is he going to take it up and what is the amount he is making
available for that project? Sir, the Minister was so generous that he proposed
to reduce the tariffs of AC-lIl tier, AC chair car, second-class sleeper in the
last year Budget, and in this year Budget also, different proposals are
made, and he says that this travel will commence after coaches which are
under preparation, are ready. You see, coaches are not ready, and the
Minister is coming up with a proposal.

Sir, with regard to dedicated corridors of Mumbai-Delhi and Mumbai-
Ludhiana, there also, the foundation was laid, but not progress has been made,
and now, the Minister is talking about more such corridors. Sir, with regard to the
main demand of the people of the country, the people of the country want to have a
safe railway network and happy journey. Samjhauta Express! Mumbai serial blasts
within 21 minutes on that fateful evening. They are a grim reminder to us about the
situation on the safety front. After all, they are not ordinary accidents. They are
organised crimes by some organised groups. The Union Home Ministry, the
Railway Ministry, the local police, they must have a proper coordination, and
they must share information and take steps. But, unfortunately, whenever
something happens, the policy of the Government seems to be, condolence for
the dead and compensation for the survivors. You are able to survive. Is it the
policy of the Government? What are the special steps that are being taken by the
Railway Ministry? | am not holding him personally responsible or
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this Minister or that Minister. Gone are those days where the Minister used to resign
whenever a major accident used to take place. We have travelled too far. Even after so
many charges, nobody is coming forward to own the responsibility. But, my point is, what are
the specific steps that are being taken? There is an enemy who is trying to subvert the
country. There are forces which are inimical to our Indian system. There are other groups
who are giving them shelter. That being the case, in a matter of few minutes, if 6 trains could
be affected in a city like Mumbai, which is very famous and the financial capital of the
country, you can imagine about the safety and security of the common people across the
country! Samjhauta Express is a prestigious Express. After all, it is a train to our neighbouring
country. We have launched it with big fanfare. You should have taken some extra care.
That care is not to be seen. Now, the Minister is talking about CCTV and other equipments.
Fine. Let him do it. But, at the same time, some accountability has to be there. Who is
accountable to this? Who has to be responsible for this? Let him explain.

Sir, with regard to China, which has almost the same network as we have, — | hope
so, around 65,000 kms. — they are registering a development at the rate of 24 per cent.
Our growth, when compared to that country, is very nominal. | am not saying that we should
compare ourselves with China. But, we have to complete with our neighbours also. The Indian
Railways is one of the premier railway organizations in the entire world. We are proud of it.
Our workmen are also working hard. But, at the same time, see what is happening in the
neighbourhood and then plan accordingly. Even to think on these lines, you need
money, and you do not want to raise resources, and then, be happy that you have saved
this much money and you have not raised any fares, and that the State Assemblies and
that the State people, MPs and all, come in delegation and give memoranda, and all that,
makes no difference to you. If this is the approach, then how can the country move forward? Sir, |
have been traveling in trains a number of times. | found a lot of waste material around the
railway tracks. The Railway Minister should take up a programme for identifying all these
waste products that are lying near the railway lines throughout the country, the waste iron
material, at some places, wagons, scrap, even at the railway stations. | do not understand, right
from my childhood, | see it in between that the railway stations and their windows and doors, are
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taken away. Everywhere you see them. Is it only just to give some contract, not
because of this Minister, again? it is a practice. This has to be stopped. And what is
happening to that property which has been abandoned? And what is happening
to the property that is available in various railway yards across the country?
Utilise them in a better manner. Dispose them of and add to the railway property.
Then, there is a vast land available across the country for the Railways.
Whatever is useful for the future needs, for future expansion, it has to be kept in
other places. On a trial, experimental, basis, you can rope in HUDCO. You can
have some shopping complexes and you can earn revenue also. Through that,
again, you can focus your attention on your expansion work, on conversion
work. Sir, in the Eleventh Plan, resources are a big problem for the railways. If
you go for an ambitious plan, and if you want to really adjust, understand and
address the regional aspirations, you need a huge amount of money. We do not
have that much money. And if you just want to postpone the problem for some
more years, that is a different matter. So, | want that idle assets of the railways in
various parts of the country be assessed; they have to be identified and they have to
be disposed of wherever it is required. In other places the land which is lying
vacant, which is not suitable for future expansion, which is not required for future
expansion, has to be taken care of for optimum utilisation and adding to the revenue
of the railways.

Sir, with regard to the reactions, he is saying that everybody is happy. Mr.
Rana, former Chairman, Railway Board: "The cleanliness in railways should be
taken care of. Announcements are made, but their implementation is never
heard of. The status and implementation of Revenue Scheme should be
available on the Internet. Security has been talked about, but its implementation
is seldom seen."

Second, Mr. Ashok Bhatnagar, former Chairman, Railway Board: "If you ask
me how many marks out of ten, | would give only five to this Budget." This is
what the former Railway Board Chairman says! "There is no mention of railway
resources. For the functioning of the Eleventh Five Year Plan, Railways is
requiring a huge amount of money, around three lakh crores."

Sir, Indian Express: "Infrastructure projects have remained stuck.—| am not
reading the entire thing—Construction of the Freight Corridor Project is yet to begin.
As of now, only a Special Purpose Vehicle has been
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dedicated. And they have been asked to prepare a project report. And even the business plan is
not yet ready. So are Laluiji's promises, to set up rail-inked container depots, logistics, parks
and modemised signalling and telecommunication system." This is what the Indian
Express says.

Sir, finally: "Going by the Railway Minister's promises of 2005-06 and, again, of 2006-

07, the Ajmeri Gate side—Sir, the shining example; the Members of Pariament can make a
visit—of the New Delhi Railway Station was to have a state-of-the-art building with premium
passenger facilities. And so many things the Minister has, earlier, said. | am told, not
even tenders are finalized so far. Since two years, you have been talking about it. This is
the fate of the project in the National Capital of Delhi for a prestigious railway station.
You can imagine what is happening in the countryside."
Hindustan Times: "Concem remains. The number of accidents rising. Crime as well as new
dimension of terrorist attacks called for a quick and massive corrective action.” This is, again,
the public reaction from various sources. Why | am saying this is, you won't take it that the
BJP-man is criticising; 3 a7 &4 fehfeargsT ®=ar &1 81 397 § STl T-31er &= 9 WeIfore
RYL.(FFLH)...

W0 IM I9 HSKI : 9 BN BT AT a9 PR 2 &, I8 98 Wia™
BRI I B1..(FAIM)... Tga Wiaw AHRY I8 & RTa! 319 a1 & I3 2

# IO FhAT ARG : B B IR F Bl HRAL, XD Afh b IR H IAD
Ifhed F IR H, 3P PYIEY b IR IR BT H...(FTEH)...

M0 IM ST WSRY : T | Yy, ST 91 a1 ]8] ©, g8 GG, STl B
JATgTST Gl

Y TR0 I ARG - f9ER A YuT 2..(au)...

ft Soaumafy : e e

# THO FHAT AT : TH 9 AV & IR F AT &, ST A g8 8 3R STa!
1T N 21 IR A a1 gan 2, omud! o A, B ot Ao 81 3w R o I8 |9
(AT)...

W0 I G HSRY : 37T T8 ST 3BT B (AT Tl TART =¥ AIH] FAT
& frern?
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2t STauTaly : Yer) Sft, 3reT 3 W R BRI B2

M0 Y 29 SR : 3 S 76T BT fhaT a1 wil..(FQe)... 3T 918V,
DT T AT 78] Fe?

2t STauTaly : Yer) Sft, 37T 3T Y 5T SexfhaR B g 817

0 ¥ 2 WM : IR, I R YTV B X | 3P 90T H PIs I a1 27
g § 9 F ofieT 91 ¥4 U] B 8T 1|

2} TH0 IHAT ARG : IR, ATS! A U BT AMMEY AIDT ATBR T ST
1Y 3MR I8 .(FAIH)...

MO I 3T HSRY : A9 H 1T 4 o1y, el TRE T =T 21

S} THO JHAT ARG : HRT WIYYT 3R kY 8 Al 3MUb I3 Bl AT Pei A
mfY? T A =T b ATRISTT T Db AADT ST XET & T Y 3aeh o <7 & &
HBI7? ..(FAYF)... VR, IR WIS I8 & b Vold &b IR H A-3AelT Ted o Sl 37T
e e fy €, S9% IR 3§ U IR Yord #3f A2y ol GHter St a1yl it sy
B3N T & 1Y, IAD! SN B & foTY oI § RN A I 8, 3P IR H JraeT
HF%QI a’s’ﬁs‘prestigewﬁwﬁ%\', ﬁﬂ:ﬁwﬁ?ﬂ%ﬁ%\l @W‘\ﬁm%ﬁaﬁﬁ,
PIA B IR H, 37 Y $ IR | F81, had i ed Bl o1 3 safey fear i g2
SHRI 81 qrat Tod # Wt Ut fRRART &, S1erT-3reT el # AR & S1mhiel 7, FRTST
2, 3l IUHT SV TRE W ALTTT HYS, IAD! X B & fo1g IS Y 7, 3FTel
gore § 9 R HIAT ARY, BH F BH $HF IR | AT A1fEY, Riifdb you" just want to
simply go there and say, "l have nothing to address and | don't want to address any of the
issues", then | can't help it. Sir, there are eleven projects of Andhra Pradesh which are
pending; there are six projects of Kamataka which are pending. To a city like Bangalore,
which is a prestigious city, which is almost the scientific capital of the country, there is no
direct regular Rajdhani. What is the problem with this? Hubli-Mumbai train is required.
It is an important connection. You have not taken note of that also. Then, with regard to
conversion, | would like him to read today's "The Hindu" newspaper. The headline reads,
"Slow Gauge Conversion Causing Loss to Railways". 37T<1 &1 g1 g 3@aR g1
T8I 5, T B &, AR HIT (a1 8, 31D 1 A1H &, 89! Al 1A B..(FaEH)...
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et de1 HR : F=aTs ford B

i G0 Jha A : forad €, S Sl foramn =nfe, 4 foed &, 31 8, Bis
et e 8| gedTs ©, Al 36 81 Bl..(adM)...

37t A1 FE : S1 forad & A

it TH0 dka AT : 81, 31 21 The loss is put at Rs.3,500 crores in terms
of passenger and freight traffic. This is not the case with regard to this region
alone. This is the case with regard to the entire country where one-fourth of the
railway network even today is in metre gauge or narrow gauge, around 10,000 odd

kilometres. ¥¥Y 3 fhrd 9t =0} St HRae &Y, AT 31T B SATSIST & Yol —Ugel
&=t # <=1 # 53, 000 kilomeres of railway network 2Tl 89 99 Il 7 R FHad
10,000 kilmetres add {21l 3R JE WET &, A TIqd H I8 &4 A9 ANl S foTQ T B
919 Bl AR BT I HIGT 7, STBT Y AThiET 7, SHB! TSoRe IR & oIy new
railway lines, conversion from narrow gauge to broad gauge and from metre
gauge to broad gauge, strengthening the railway track, improving signal
systems, better equipment for security and also amenities in train. | don't know
whether Laluji is travelling by the normal regular train because normally the
Minister goes by saloon. ...(Interruptions)... *

37t STe] JTE : THORMRO A

3 TR0 IHAT ARG : $IH S H Pls AU T8I § G391, TR ASTbd Sl
R 2, 3R amdelt f sl axd € 6 3 wisdersore @ 272 o it <Rag fos
HERIT B A H FAT 81 BT 57 S H, G4 31D 5 Y8 SlITY, THO YIS0 A 8 eITg
b fpa=t RrerId o € 82 ®1$ accountability & I S9H1? B9 27 I8 BieT vy
g, BIel Yesterday | was travelling from Hyderabad to Mancherial-Godavari

Khani. It was too early in the morning, 6.30 or 7 o'clock. | left my house and went
to the railway station at 7 o'clock. Then | asked: What is there? S8 fe=, o Yerd

# 1 SHBRE preserved BIdT &, $4AfeTY A4 NI 81 fham #9 S99 w8 & HIg, T
omelette 311 ¢ 519 almost BISIUC Ugd s, Al BISUC 37TI-3Td I8 Bal b ¥R,
ST 78T B, $feTY omelette TTET 9417 4T | BT fAwy 7, I8 9T issue 781 & & 3fer
8l e, swafergl.(araum)... T @ o §9 39 99 | 8IS faar o1t is a simple
thing. gafery 9 f51e6 fovam f catering is a
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casualty in recent days. Cleanliness is again a casualty. | have travelled by a
prestigious train called "AP Express". Woh! Of course, we people from that
region feel AP Express is a prestigious train. The Tamil Nadu Express is a
prestigious train. The Karnataka Rajdhani is a prestigious train. But except in
the first class AC and to some extent in two-tier AC, cleanliness is absent in
most of the other compartments travelled by the ordinary people. So, you have to
pay enough attention to this aspect and also to promptness. You make enquiries.
| request the Chair and,Laluli also to use somebody else's voice, not their own,
and telephone to any railway station. They would seldom pick up the
telephone. Even after picking up the telephone, you make enquiries about any
particular train. They will give you some time. You reach the railway station. Then
the train will not be there because the man who is announcing and the man who is
pronouncing to you and the man who is running the train do not seem to have
any connection, 3T HeT oI 8, WITHTH R 31T €l ol &, 41 9dTd 81 2789 WR Bl
Ig RIeeH 99 11 31t erdd RiegT S 3 feel! Yofd WM 1R IR TWIAnnounce
PR IE D Fawed ¥ fF ¢ a1 fie dc 7, 98 ¢ S e o 21 3l ofe 9 j81
27 HHI-HH B Ulectd BNl 8, IHBT Aol PRAT HHI-PHH AT el BIT &, AR
Running the train with punctuality should be a prestige; it should be the
priority. The Indian Railways should also aim at in having cent per cent
punctuality other than the reasons which are not under their control. Yesterday, |
was going by the AP Express from Kazipet to Godavari Khani. The train stopped at
two places, where there was no halt. There must be some reason for that. While
going, | reached there mote than 40 minutes late. But while coming, in order to
compensate me, they brought me before time to Secunderabad, wherein | was
made to wait outside because the driver had not come. He was to come at 7.15
and | reached there at 6.50 or so. When | was standing there, | utilised my time to
make inquiries about passenger's problems, and | wanted to update my knowledge
also. This has happened yesterday. # U ®1g SR a1d el &= &1 gl Sir, | am
equally interested in seeing that the Indian Railways is maintained well, run
well, made profits, expanded in the entire country and became number one
world-class transport system in the entire world. India is moving
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forward. Everywhere, in every part of the world, there is demand for Indian boys and

irls for technological purposes. The Railways should also think on these lines.
%ﬁnw%‘? Sl firel A T 8, <781 el a1 a1 87 ofeT firel A R 2, €T Mot ot aam
2, 9% 1 39 7181 213K 15 e ol Y a1 1 87 oifes 15 fieie 9 984 9% g1 € 8l
TASE $ IR H if, These are all small issues, but at the same time, they are very

important issues. It is the duty of the hon. Minister, it is the duty of the Indian
Parliament to take care of people's aspirations and also the problems faced by the
people from time to time. That is why we have taken this opportunity to put before
the Minister and the House the thinking and feeling among the people of the
country. Is the Minister ready to address these problems? Or, does he just want
to simply brush it aside? If he wants to brush it aside, then people will brush
him aside afterwards. That has happened to others also. If he wants to really
address these issues, we are there to cooperate with him. But our cooperation
depends on their operation. If their operation is not good, there will be
separation. We cannot help it. (Interruptions). We are separated politically, but at the
same time, as | said, we have started this process of running the Indian Railways
dynamically, resource mobilisation, improving facilities, etc. Laluji, for God's sake,
don't deviate from the path and see to it that the momentum is kept up and then
further progress is made. The population is increasing day by day and the
requirements are also increasing. If you just want to be happy with your small
concessions, announcements, then it is left to you. With these words, | oppose
the proposals made in the Railway Budget and request the Minister to make
corrections keeping in view the larger interest of the people who are travelling
by the Indian Railways. Thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned for lunch for one hour.

The House then adjourned for lunch at thirteen minutes past one of
the clock.

The House reassembled after lunch at fifteen minutes past two of
the clock.

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI KALRAJ MISHRA) in the Chair.]

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI KALRAJ MISHRA): Shri Praveen
Rashtrapal.
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SHRI PRAVEEN RASHTRAPAL (Gujarat): Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir.
Sir, | am going to speak on the Railway Budget and because | am from the

Congress Party | would utilise this opportunity to reply to a very senior colleague
from the NDA, Shri Venkaiah Naidu.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: That is the duty of the Minister, Sir.

SHRI PRAVEEN RASHTRAPAL: No, Sir. | am going to give him a reply on the
Railway Budget. He levelled the allegation against the Congress Party and the
Congress Government that they had not done anything during their rule of 45
years. That is highly objectionable. He is a political leader. He is a very senior
leader. He was a party president. He was also the Minister. | would not go into
the details of what the Congress has done. But when we are talking of the
Railway Budget, we must remember that the Railways came into being a
hundred years ago. The first train between Mumbai and Thane was started
approximately a hundred years ago. Now, we have the Southern, the Northern,
the Western and the Central Railways, but in British days, it was only B.B.C.1.,
that is, the Bombay-Baroda-Central India railway. That was the main train
which started from the Bombay Central Station and which came to Baroda; and
subsequently it was extended also. The historical building of the Victoria
Terminus which was built a hundred years ago is made of sandstone which
was brought from Tamil Nadu and Gujarat. But if we come to the period after
independence. The first Indian railway track in the Mountains was built between
Ahmedabad and Udaipur. That famous train, which ran between Mumbai and
Pune, passing through the Ghats, was built during the British regime. But after
Independence, it was the Congress Government which constructed the 250 km.
railway track of the Western Railway, from Ahmedabad to Udaipur, where the
track passes through the mountains. That was the work done during the Congress
regime. You should not forget our illustrious people who were Railway Ministers
during the Congress rule, including Lal Bahadur Shastri and we should pay our
respects to them. | mean, you just cannot say that the Congress has not done
anything. Congress has nine Navratnas like BHEL, ONGC, IPCL and so on. |
can go on giving the names. One of them, the IPCL, which was constructed by
the Congress, had assets worth Rs. 66,000 crores and it was sold away by the
NDA. | mean, let us not make such accusations on party lines. Who constructed the
Bokaro Steel Plant? Who constructed
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the BHEL? Who constructed the Mathura Refinery? (Interruptions)
SumTeae (#ff doRTot s : JIfery, 319 Yefd goie R iferg .. (aem). .

MNP 1S (SSNT) : ¥eAd B I1d HRY(JFEH)...

SHRI PRAVEEN RASHTRAPAL: Who constructed the Ganga Sagar
Project? Who constructed the Narmada Project? (Interruptions)

JuaHTee (& deRTSl 8 : i 8. ().

SHRI PRAVEEN RASHTRAPAL: Sir, he is a very senior leader and he was
also the president of his party. Let us not criticise any party in this. Let us talk of
the Railway Budget.

I now come to the Railway Budget. (Interruptions)

IUATEIE (& BRTS 87 : 20 I2..(FAUM)... RIS Sl .(J@L)... 319
M1 3y gRyTe Sft..(araum)... ama S 3fsw) Afey-3fsy, aRure Sft, s 3yl
AfST qrfor il .. (ragm). .

SHRI PRAVEEN RASHTRAPAL: Last but not the least, with due respect to the
hon. Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singhiji, it was he who introduced the New
Economic Policy in his Budget of 1991.1 want to know one thing from my senior
friend whether the NDA followed the same Economic Policy or they had
another economic policy during their regime. | mean, let us be very serious. |
can say that the only difference between the Congress and the BJP is on the
principle of secularism. We created Gandhi and they* ...(Interruptions)....

N I 1S : T Y RATIIA IR &..(JAAH)...
Y THO FHAT ARG : A fH¥ TRE B 91T IR IR ©..(FAM)...

Syaweas (o dowrel Ay ) <Ry, wdr S oemg s fawy wR
..(aenm)... Tdior Sit oy &= fawg o= € aiferg..(aagm™)... #7 3=2 aar fea
B..(STGHM).... 319 39 5 R & QfAQ..(Aae)... 319 319 3T AN, (M )... I8
Rl T8 B1TL..(TIEM). .

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: *...(Interruptions)...

*Not recorded.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI KALRAJ MISHRA): It is not going on record.
..{Interruptions)... 34 9= fawg W= & Ife..(@aE)... 3T AT .(FATH).... MY
Rt Yerd goie W & §ifery..(aem)... 98 ReTs IR el ST (@agm)... dear S,
WISl MY ¥ IEU.(EY ). UdvT S, o9 ifdy..(&au ). mu 3fsw,
IfST..(Haa™)... T= Rbrs w Tl Se, oy I3T..(aaum)...

SHRI PRAVEEN RASHTRAPAL: Sir, | wil confine myself to the Raiway Budget.
...(Interruptions)...

SuTege (S BoRTST 157 : 319 U 91 ol &1 I o6 IS wien 7 81, foraes
DBIRUT HIGTI3T P TP ST o |

SHRI PRAVEEN RASHTRAPAL: Sir, | will obey your orders. ...(Interruptions)...
| will obey your orders. ...(Interruptions)...

MO I AT HSRY : ITFHTEA Sft, 271 S STl SUTEATT Sft B o} Vel 3 g g o,
IAB IR H 4l P8 BT A1RV..(FFIM)...

St A e : Sit B, IS MY AN A BIS ST1d T8l BI..(FATEM)...
JuaHTes (& HeRTST 87 : 319 93 SISY..(FAH).... 31T Y. (GET). .

SHRI PRAVEEN RASHTRAPAL: Sir, now | will confine myself to the
Railway Budget. One thing is that the Railway, Posts and Telegraph and
Defence are services. These are the three departments in our country which
are providing the most essential services to the countrymen. | will further say
that the Railway is a symbol of Indian Integrity and Indian unity. It is not a
commercial department or it is not a revenue department. The main purpose
of Railway, Posts and Telegraph and Defence is service to the nation. But,
what is appreciable and what we should appreciate is that during the last
Budget, the Railway has given the maximum dividend to the Central
Exchequer. According to my information, it was during 2001 in the NDA
regime when the Railway Minister had defaulted by not making payment of
dividend to the Central Exchequer. That was the performance of the Railway
Minister during 2001.

Sir, during 1998-99, when hon. Shri Nitish Kumarji was the Railway
Minister, he had given only Rs. 17 crores, as far as my State was
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concerned. During 1999-2000, he had given Rs. 116 crores. During 2002-03
he had given Rs. 166 crores. Now, | come to the Budget presented by the
present Railway Minister, Shri Lalu Prasadii, during 2006-07—I am talking of
my own State—I will not talk of other States—the Railway Minister gave us
Rs. 257 crores; and during 2007-08, the Railway Ministry has given to Gujarat
State Rs. 444 crores. This is the performance of a UPA-led Minister; | also
gave you the figures of the performance of the NDA-led Railway Minister. |
am sorry to say about the Member of Parliament belonging to the Opposition
party. In Gujarat also they had a meeting with the hon. Prime Minister, they
could have told us, "we would also accompany” if there is injustice to the
State of Gujarat. | mean, comparison of figures can be made both ways. But,
coming to the main point, we all must congratulate the Railway Minister on
various issues, where he has performed very well.

| would like to express my appreciation on certain issues and, | am sure,
the entire House would agree and join with me and say, 'Here is an area
where the present Railway Ministry has done wonderful work.' One of them is
the freight business. It is here where loopholes were pegged, irregularities
were stopped—Ilet us not say that they were the loopholes of the NDA; now, |
am speaking on the Railway Budget only. Two special missions were started
by the Railway Ministry. One is known as Cement and Steel Mission, and
another is known as Container Traffic Mission.

Sir, you will kindly appreciate that the job of Railways is not only
transporting passengers from one place to another. | will say that the main job
of the Railways is helping the entire industry in this country. Without the
transportation help from the Railways, particularly in items of steel, cement,
machinery and agricultural products, where is growth? | know that the Central
Government is giving, free of charge, foodgrains to the people below poverty-
line. But there are State Governments who refuse taking delivery. My own
State has refused to take delivery of foodgrains meant for people below the
poverty-line under the argument that transportation by trucks is costlier than
the price of the foodgrains. Here, who helps the people? It is only the
Railways, Railways and Railways. So, we must appreciate the role of the
Railways.

In addition to the Cement and Steel Mission and the Container Traffic
Mission, there is a third important point—manufacturing or production of
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wagons, that too of new design. It was this Railway Minister who has
consulted scientists and improved the design of wagons so that the loss of
various goods is reduced during transport.

Another important thing is providing facilities to the lower-class passenger.
For the first time the Indian Railway Minister, who is sitting here, has taken
this move. We are sitting here, in the Parliament, on the most uncomfortable
chairs. You will have to get up within two hours. | think, that is why the
attendance is not that much. But the Railway Minister has thought of cushion
seats in unreserved passenger coaches! In reserved coaches those
cushioned seats are already there. But the Railway Ministry is thinking about
introduction of this for unreserved coaches.

On another thing we must congratulate the Minister. That area is,
concessions being given to senior citizens, concessions given to freedom
fighters, concessions to students and concessions to disabled. These people
also he has thought of in his Budget.

| come to one of the best things which | like and, Sir, you will also agree
with me. | am travelling between Ahmedabad and New Delhi for the last 10-
12 years after becoming MP in Lok Sabha and now in Rajya Sabha, regularly
travelling by train. We were not in a position to stand at the railway platforms
of Ahmedabad and Delhi in good olden days, 7-8 years before, because of
the human excreta lying on the tracks. We must congratulate the Railway
Minister that now tracks in the railway stations, at the main railway station in
New Delhi is in the best position and we are able to stand on platform
number one, and there is no dirt lying on the tracks.

See the position of railway station in Delhi! | am also proud of Gujarat.
Ahmedabad got the first or the second prize in the cleanliness award given by
the Railway Ministry. He has selected 2007 as a cleanliness year. We know
how the Railways were maintained in the past? So, in this particular area we
must congratulate him. Another thing is new trains. My learned fried did say
that actually there are 10 trains, which are daily. He has started many trains.
There can be once in a week train, there can be alternative day train, there
can be three day train because we are short of Railway coaches and that is
why he has stated new coach factories, one in Bihar and one in Uttar
Pradesh. There also, he was in agreement that these are the States where
you require more and more employment
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because of the population and the economic backwardness of the State. No
doubt | will request him that Gujarat also requires this type of factory because
the textile industry there is totally closed. We have got textile workers who are
very skilled workers. | am aware Sir, that 10-12 years back, a Railways
factory was sanctioned in thalthej and land was also earmarked. Land was
also given. Announcement was also made by the Railways. So, at this stage,
| congratulate him for having a factory at madhepur in Bihar or Rae Bareilli in
Uttar Pradesh because it is the most populatated State. | would request that
he should also consider for a coach manufacturing factory or a workshop in a
State like Gujarat which is upcoming, which is developing and as claimed by
the State Chief Minister, crores of rupees are spent and MoUs are signed. |
don't know how far they are finalised. Gujarat State may be taken into
consideration as far as coach manufacturing is concerned. So, new trains are
there and we must appreciate him. Another thing is, he has given the name of
a train as Garib Rath. | know the Rath yatra by Shri L.K. Advani, which
created a problem all over the country.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: We are proud of it.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI KALRAJ MISHRA): You don't mention the
name of a person who is not present in this House.

SHRI PRAVEEN RASHTRAPAL: You may be proud of it. But we in
Gujarat suffered because of your Rath. Even now we are suffering
...(Interruptions).

SHRI SURENDRA LATH: Sir.,...(Interruptions)...
JuaHTeE : (31 HoRTS 787 : A3 |Igd, 319 4fSy|

SHRI M.VENKAIAH NAIDU: You don't have the right even to mention
about the great man, Shri L.K. Advani.

Y gdtor IEUTS : XY AT A B, . (HAUH)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, the names of the people are taken who
are not there in this House and you expect us to keep quiet.

SHRI PRAVEEN RASHTRAPAL: Madam Sonia Gandhi is also not a
Member of this House and everyday you are abusing her, you are taking her
name. What are you talking.
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SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: | do not take her name. Why do you waste
my time? Why should you speak about my Leader? What is your level and
what is his stature?

SHRI PRAVEEN RASHTRAPAL: It is not you but your party is taking her
name.

Iuaegs (3 doRl 5 ) o gder SfY, Y dIfUl Y dvile W
JIfATI...(TFET).... ST 36 FS b GG T8l 8, HUYAT IAHT A1 7 fordT x|

it iior ITEUTe : BHRY AT Bl g9 b feATg ST dRd XEd Bl

L YT SIGR (IORAM ) : WIFFAT ST 59 GG ! 9a T81 8, d AT [l ieft
STl T AT ofd B 919 SR 3 AT Sft &7 M ofd € 1 WIFRR ofied 3 S T9 3794
Fa=d 31 N1 AR

THT S, ST wretor S, diferq

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI KALRAJ MISHRA): 747 5t ,3f3T | wrfior S,
qifery |

it wior RIS o b R ¥ YeAd HA Sft Bl <9H1 9 Particularly

about starting Garib Rath, it is true that out of seven or eight Garib Raths, he
has already started two. | am sure that within another five or six months, all
Garib Raths will be functioning all over the country. Another area where he
has done wonderful work is extension of Railways, there were Railways up to
Ahmedabad, and they were further extended to palanpur. There are Railways
up to Abu. They are further extended up to Ajmer. So, all over the country he
has done lot of extension as requested by the Members of Parliament and
many Members of Parliament have said that they are satisfied as far as this
work is concerned. At the same time, | am also concerned about certain areas
where Railway Minister and his two colleagues will pay proper attention. The
first is, safety and security. But, Sir, according to my information, because
Railway is going from one State to another State, | am told that as far as the
area of that State is concerned, the primary responsibility of security is with
the State Government and not with the Central Government or not even with
the Railways. Here, | would say that the Railway Ministry in consultation with
Union Home Minister and Home Minister of all the States, should think what
they can do in view of the present scenario. If one argues about the blast of
Railway train during Lalu's regime. | can talk about Godhar during
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NDA's regime. We should not do like that. We must take care of accidents in
Railway, because all innocent people - women and children - are dying. What
should be done? This is a threat from enemy. This is a threat from terrorism.
How to stop it? How to utilize the information? The Railways have to
coordinate and cooperate with all States, with the Railway Protection Force
and with the 1.B. The I.B. should also inform all the Senior most officers of the
Railways, information relating to safety and security. So, safety and security
requires a lot of care.

Another most important operative part of the Railway Budget is that it once
accepted for uni-gauge. It says that there should be Broad Gauge all over the
country. Why should there be Meter Gauge and Narrow Gauge in many
States, particularly Gujarat? Sir, | am told that Gujarat has got the highest rail
route of Meter Gauge. Gujarat is giving the maximum revenue to the
Railways. One of the smaller stations near Baroda - Ranauli or Bajwa - from
where crude oil is loaded in railway tankers is giving the highest revenue to
the Indian Railways in our country, because entire loading of crude, LPG,
takes place there. So, | request, on behalf of Gujarat, that something has to
be done by converting the remaining Meter Gauge into Broad Gauge.

Sir, another area | wish to draw the attention of the hon. Minister is this.
We are talking of balance between the States. Respected Mr. Naidu very
correctly pointed out that the progress should be distributed equally all over
the country. The railway facilities should be distributed equally all over the
country. There should not be any injustice to either Andhra or to Tamil Nadu.
Or, | will say that there should not be any injustice to Gujarat also. Now, we
have got five main Zones. The State of Maharashtra has the headquarters for
both - Central and the Western - Railway Zones. According to the Railway
record, if you take the Western Railway, the highest rail route is in Gujarat
State. In Maharashtra, it has hardly 300 kms. When the Western Railways has
got only 300 kms in Maharasthra and thousands of kms in Gujarat, right from
Dang. Surat up to Abu, why the Western Railway should not have its
headquarters either at Gandhi Nagar or Ahmedabad or in any other selected
place like Baroda or Surat in Gujarat? | request all the three hon. Ministers —
Mr. Rathwa is from Gujarat — particularly Shri Lalu Prasadji, to take this bold
decision of transferring the headquarters of the Western Railway from
Maharashtra to Gujarat.
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Another area | wish to touch upon, Sir is this. The North Gujarat is
agriculture producing area. You will know Sidhpur, you will know Palanpur,
you will know Unja, you will know Mahesana, where there are a lot of
factories. People connected with Mumbai and Delhi are willing to come to
Mumbai and Delhi. But, we have not direct train from the entire North Gujarat
either to Mumbai or to Delhi. | was told by the Railway Ministry official — is
that there is no washing facility in North Gujarat Railway Station. You can
create it at Palanpur. When you can start a train from Ajmer, when you can
start a train from Abu, when you can start a train from Ahmedabad, why
cannot there be a direct train from Palanpur to Mumbai? Sir, Palanpur to
Mumbai requires a train because diamond industry, cotton industry, their
relatives and other people are all located here. Half of the population from
North Gujarat has got one member of the family in Mumbai; and they require
to come to Delhi also. So, my request is that North Gujarat may be given
more and more facilities. Sir, as | pointed out, because of historical reasons,
we switched over from cotton to other fabric. All sixty private mills in Gujarat
have been closed down. The NTC was running 12 mills which were also
closed down. Ample land is available with the NTC. Sir, NTC mills are
Government mills and the property belongs to the Government. Ample land of
NTC is available. The Railways should purchase that land and start railway
factory so that skilled unemployed can be employed. Last, but not the least,
there are two more points. We have got many minor ports in Sourashtra. |
would like to request the hon. Railway Minister for getting rail circuit in
between minor ports of Sourashtra. It will improve the industrial background of
Sourashtra.

Then, as | come from a dalit community, let me put it that a man, like Shri
Lalu Prasad, should not ignore the importance of filling up the backlog posts. |
am extremely sorry to say that backlog in promotion cannot be tolerated,
promotion in officer cadre. When | had put a question in the month of May,
last year, | was informed that there was a backlog of 12,000 in the promotion
cadres. | would like to request the hon. Minister that urgent action should be
taken in this regard. | would also like to request here that whatever
assurances are given by the Railway Ministry or any other Ministry, they
should be implemented. In the last Budget, an assurance was given that
Railways, while granting newspaper stalls and eatable stalls, will consider the
quota of the scheduled castes and the
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scheduled tribes. | would like to know whether it was implemented or not. If it
was not implemented, it should be implemented as early as possible.

And, one more point, which is in the interest of the Railway Ministry itself,
according to my knowledge, because | was in the Income Tax Department,
the Railways is an industry, the Railways is a factory, the Railways is a
workshop, the Railways is one of the biggest employers in the world — there
may not be any employer in the world having 14 lakhs employees, but the
railways has no inventory of its assets and properties. | would like to request
the hon. Minister that, if necessary, they should employ experts, engineers,
chartered accountants, along with their Government officers, to prepare an
inventory of assets and properties. Mr. Naidu rightly pointed out that when you
travel by train from one part to another, you will find a lot of things, costly
items, like, railway compartments, etc. lying all over the country. This is
national property. Let us know what our property is and how best it can be
utilized.

With these words, | thank you, Sir, for having given me this opportunity. |
also congratulate Shri Lalu Prasad, his two Ministers of State, and the 14 lakh
employees of the Railway Ministry. But, | am again sorry to say that the
General Manager of the Western Railways has not met Praveen Rashtrapal
for the last one year. We do not want Shri Lalu Prasad that he should come
down to Ahmedabad. He may direct all the General Managers that they
should meet the Members of Parliament of their respective areas. There are
certain issues which he need not look into. These can be sorted out only by
more and more meetings with General Managers and staff.

| have one more point about the welfare of Railway employees. Shri Lalu
Prasad has added Rs. 5/- per railway employee. The Railway Ministry is
prepared to spend Rs. 30/- per employee towards welfare fund. So, Rs. 5/-
has been added to Rs. 30/-. But | don't approve this increase of Rs. 5/-,
though | am not a Finance Minister, but | don't approve of this meagre
increase. Let that Rs. 30/- become Rs. 100 Y& ®#aR! & fog § 6t ©Uv @d &l

PR FD |

So, welfare fund of railway employees may be increased. Thank you very
much.
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#ft A HIgd (SR YR ) : SUGHIEIE HEIGY, 30T Jo Yo goic IR
I BT |11 [T, 3 7Y JATIP] 950 -aga g=Idla| Wi, A1 931 Sff I8f i)
HI9[E € 3iR <11 Y Yord Y aRfawat 81 <8 €, T &R 9 21 Afd Yed 3 o S E,
H ST 3R SR HRAT TG 6 S R QRT &1 el 1371 77 81 H GR&T B AR 7
T2y 50 3 LT ATHT BRAT TR § b Yed 3§ S R &l AR & 1 Yerd wiea=
BRI B 313 TR URCH WTell TS1 T8 © | MY {37 ¥od H UfRiscH BIe g 3R ¢ @
TICHIR] R HISH de< el Sl 8 & 3IR 9 3R Pl Wl &I Te! [T ST I8T &1 89
Yl ¥ Ry wY 4 S (SRl AR BRI 8, SISl FARIST & 3SR G984 IS 96 I8 ©
3R S foTT B Rem o e e a8t o T @ o1 & &, 9T 39 SR 95
&I <1 JATeIE 31 A FAR AT TSI AHIs D g1 PR I8 I, offh 3T i
WA B, T8 a7 BT FHY BT 51 H ST F9I A VA 4 8 FBR HRAT I8 g 3R 37T
Al FHR BT E| IS S &b ©Y § 9gd Al Gfaurg el 8, offd STd1 & w9
Yod R IR A AHTS Bl ETerd &, a8 YR 8, G, &, ool 81, SARENg 8l,
SR 81, SIelER 81, ST8i-Sigl § ST §, 981 AH1s Bl eleld d9gd TR 8, WA 3R
7Y, 3R A< U, H BIHRIa R WY Tl &, ST DS b 9t T foram S 7
MR 32 Tg gl <) 1E 21 wrsl @ Nged gom 3 91 glaen e g8 7, draxd
3R &l B! M I8 Yaen i § iR I 3R /Y T &...(FIHH)... IS Gfaem I el g8
2, 3 AT HRAT 3T MaF 2

JuaTee (o7 HeRTSt 87 : 38T W & Hews Sil Bl...(FIEH). .

o} H&=% Wg . [T T8l B, 31 H Sl AR Yeld W el 8, Ih1 I8 W
gl

HRHT Yerd, FifTad w0 & <21 & e # v 9gd 991 ¥el Wl SR & B 3l
IR ¥ed 7 @ fea § 9gq 9 FART 2, A F-i S gREH o € S
punctuality &I a7 3Tl 2, timings T 914 3Tl 2, 1S W ¢+ 4-5 ©S oI ATl B 31T
W HEYR 9 el & fog 2 5 € <fe ugad! 8, 919 [ Pt IR 81 5 6 H1 5, a1 39
W R®IT B8l AN I8 FART R 8 6 IR u=er, f59 we1 o 2 6 da9 et
populated state 2, §9 $© I8 | BT 8, b= Bl 9gd revenues el 2, B
P TS W STR U3 BT U 8 3 ¥erd & #17el § S ignore &1 oam a1 2 3fiR
TET IS TY B T fhg 17 ¥ 1 95 & &1 ¥, Rrevepr F st faege frawor < fas
{31 &1 5 Yot Arg 1 o sraedand 2, Frei s agt a1 Siee 1 gfaemg e &)
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TR, A A ARG S 7 W BT 3MR Il SAR AT |ie o Al Bal
o Yord @t 9gd <t wmact uh g8 7, 79 W encroachments 2, 79 R @eot {5y 710 €l
H AT HRAT § 6 I Wrell HRAAT S 3R YeTd B ART Fuial BT faRoT TR BRI
QI XTSI A9 §AT 8, TS Al 95 AeS! A1 8, ol R 89 <w dl ¥ad U
AfdwT ST & for service to the people, T &H ST ATH HHM &I FIT ATTLIDHT &2
B4 31 81 1 HHT A1RY, R SaefqHe 81 3R a1l g Sidl i & Sfg, a4t #
FSIT § b 3fR oree1 81Nl I8 Aadx &b 89 Neld A 31 a4 AR, BART A4
AT I Sf RE1 8, I8 95 30| A1 &, olfhd 89 GHSI & b R STl & folg
YSd ERT S W41 &1 BRI 8, 981 IR o9 HHM & I, 3R §H STP! S| Jaamy
U PRI, AT SATET 3BT BT AR 38D 1Y A2 & b 89 57 @ISl Bl By

IuaHTedel 7S, privatization of catering a@iRg far 7am &, ofdh ot
QT IS 3R 2raredt # ) e 2, © 9R I8 i 791 {6 S99 @ @l @ &
g S B THeith 91 8, AR Bl food poisoning § &1 3R MY pantry cars #
A A Tel SIY, -1 $B f1ed I8! & & § W A U8l Ud gadx d8f o 11 AT &, Al
gl I BT &, panty cars # 59 TR A &1 81 Y87 8T 8, B4 S9% inspections
o SITY, Tt arar SITe 36 fore g @t wieh a8t w&d 2l

IYAHTEIS HEIGI,UEA dl 89 Ped © b RIFRC 3R da1g & uamed famdt
public place # SRS &1 811, olfdh B RIcHR TR RFRE iR da1g & ugrd @My
S 8 SR g8t Wt Harg Sl 7, 39 W AP AT 9gd STed 21 H S
sanitation & IR ¥ &gl b YeTd & TiIeic § Ig Blold 8idl & fb &S 918 et natural
urge B TR ST 18T &, <lfh ClIeic dd SIIdh argd 371 SIdT 8, dife a8 agd
STET (e Ul R &, I8l Bl Bls AHTS Bl Blail 61 IR BT | B8 S & feb 31y
STBI AWTS B AR & < IT A9 RIGIT YRIBT 81 AT, AT 3TYDT 98 Al Suaed T8
&Il 8139 avTe ¥ a8 Tiel ol veell 8 iR werfHi g 8

SUFHTEIE ST, fAHer & oY Yerd goIe 3 51 B &1 715 8, 3D oY A1
A Sft qES & U €, AT T AT < Yerd R F WewiH Jd Igd Fahd 87
9% forg gae Gfaemd <) Smg| 9gd | wiehid 39 €, 954 9 W W, o'l fddiT
fth ¥R d& ST &1 78] UTdl 8, dif a8f ramps T8 8, HIs g1 T8l ©, 98 ¥ Bl
G &1 TN HA F, FAID I I8 U B T Fehell 8, U gTerd 7
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I 9 BT BT A S YT BT, I8 H qHST ¥ 81 AT 51 A1 A1 Sff 99418
T & 6 S==1 SI9Tdl @ik UgId & freights § ®H1 &1 7, S78I9 3IRIRA 3R & fhvrg #
B! B & 3R BT H I Bl BT 51 <l hT ISP T1I-[I SIATfh HET oIl 8T 3, Ward §
%4 g8 8, T cancellation charges a¥RT 91 fau 71y & wiafes dfer fore agd ofdt
Bl 81 9% S¥fely SITaT BT 3 31f& cancellation charges = &9 U9, 39 IR Y
H ST BT €T 1 AMRYI R fhel) ASTGRY & BIRYT DI w1 WA & Sl &
B9 WG] B Al U1 T81 FeI 8, ol Sl U 984 ds1 919l cancellation charges
BT TSl 51 H3AT S B 3R WY &1 <71 =AY

HEIGY, YeId BT 95 o gl 2, H a1 § % &R a1fdres o &Y, it #4t
ST 3BT BT DR VR &, T8 3R W7 B DY, ifchT T1 -€) -W1T B &1 X1 ARy
{3 31TST YoTd 971 A SMARANEST IR & freights I gTHH B ST BT 21 31F IABT T
impact FARI 9eR3Al W U IET &, I8 Al &7 3@+ =12yl v 7 81 & 59 yer
T ITP! TR W Pel SATa] T Bl o AEIGY, 39 3R ¥l &I <1 984 ATITIP B

HqBIGd, B9 39 99 eile f&har 2 sik & 785 ffera €1 @1 freight loading
target SR T I 2| AN TS ¥ IE 98 B¥ 21 IATST I THR @l IRy 81 T 2,
WIS @1 UIIT 81 &1 81 I 41T § I8 ¥ 81 3R 39 fwel 99 B Joi A <=
ST A1 89 39 Bad 61 Hifgd <1 981 32 ©111 UAT1 B T3TT & AT SHH Pel Bls Al ©, 81
339 IR Wt &I Q1 AR ARGy, R IEt o T @ ¥ 99 doldl 8, S9 &
PR ISH R & ftheh 9 V&1 81 Helad, eI SIHHRI U<l §8 © [ fTea 20 fhatiiex
afer €eT & e 9 3 ¢ e 78 B HEley, AH 7 39 W el & 3R 99 FHET ¥
o fEgwT # STt M vrsae UaT foran <1 %@ 2 oiR St Red sse-oic a9a1 8, I9 4 2
A 4 HEN IH BT FHI T 7, STafh a1 3R SFRET e 7EH &1 8ar 71 gaforg
39 < & Y1 Bl increase in competitiveness &% &1 aTf2y st fas &4 world
ATdhe # industrial competitiveness U&T &R & 3R AT BT WEl THI TR T WA
TP Ugd1 b o797 9 o 579 Bl A SR aRFa! 811

HEIqY, TR I8 $8 wie BNIER ports and container terminals & &=
TIY fhy ST TRy a1f gy & M STeal oMY 3R I8l & YaRaaey 9 aras
A B UIC T STeal UgdT A | $9 oY &9 dI special speed corridors
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SIAY B ARV IE el ST 8T & [ FARI G 984 81 TR &, <ifh I8 3R 91
T & 3R 0 WAl § $B Bl X Tb| Ies 90 Bl U el &b AR i Yo
ggeHe in India and China &1 compare a1 8, S9& ¥R China Railways
achieved an average output per employee 2.1 times to that of Indian
Railways, @ &R & 3MSTYE HI S HHI Bl SAfo I8 ) I oY % &R
3MMICTYE HY T¢1 3T U W XA &b P14 3R IR BT 5k fofQ 1aeaas @ fob Yo
BT St B} At Eﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬂ%\?,Wﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ?,ﬁgwtﬂconcentrateﬁ,
TSI S 31151 & diversification BT 3R ST 32 &, g9 ST Ig w1 N v <2 &, &
FATT i WY o1 W7 &, T arex WY Sdefd &) W@ 81 3R 8H S BrHl Bl
ST BN 3R NeTd 319 B! BT 3R 31 & | I 1 311R 3187 81|

HAEIGY, TR S ¥4 ¢ ©ed 8, 39 W $F 95d &1 HH WIS B 94 gl I8l
2139 ¢ HeH & DR GUWRBRE o3 Bl f$ol B &1 S 51 78169, 39 iR A &g
fear ST AfRy iR & WS B S 39 ¢ Hed WX Il Y&l &, S Bl HF fhaT
QTCh_dT%Isﬂﬂﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁﬂﬁmmﬂ'@??ﬂﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂgﬂuneoonomical%I

HBIGY, Nod H 3ATST eIl 18| 81 Y8l 8, I8 914 371 S8 &, olfch 3R &4
39 eI @idel WX fAeTd o1 Railways are heavily over-staffed. @gi g qiofier
2 fh e MefFefad) S 31 Aok fHar ™1 ¥ between Indian Railways and
with US and China. S9 # 9isiie I8 §97d1 © f& Indian Railways is reported to
be a meagre of 0.92 in comparison with 4.4 in US and 1.6 in China. 39fTq &4
@ § o 71 ot Miefaefadt &t i 9@Td 31k 39 &1 Bl 3128 U § o | 9% fory
SN © b B9 o1u Bl B <w| 3R I8 Yerd W UgeTel TR WRES B fdd e
12,000 RIS FIY BT BT Bl 3FR & <FT 370+ g} HoHT BT el B of af &
A & A A ARG I 5% A 7% IH B AT B Fhl & Iy Yed oY
3MHET 800 | 1000 FRIS HUY 3R AfAE 9¢ Fehell Bl HRIGY, AT g Hoisrie
FrTe™ @t It @ S|

A T YA &, T 3MMeN B b w1 Yot 3 Sff 39 0 fawy & < SR
YT faT Ud Yord A o1 o1 &R arew &1 9 8|
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g ARIRD Ry ©u | § IR 7w &) Bfegal B &R Yot wAl S @
& 3BT HIAT ATET ¢l HTOEEE - A@TS S 919 H U8l 12 ¢+ defal o,
9 G981 IR HIER IS Y| 379 FHIoi HRb G8] UR 1S IS BR &1 I 8, clichT A & g1
DI HRT 12 I Gl B 6 PR a1 T5 2, T A1 31 984 gfaemg 81 I8 21 gafey
T IR 1 I 6T Bl $B 11 S, FST64 981 IR I8 I el 8l Il

IR Y2 H HYR), FoEEE 1S & 979 § =9 Yfer &F geAr] 9gd sl
2 3R T8l SieRWY &7 BIs I R AT U | 81 8141 &, IqH IR B AaTIH 8
S UPR A BOEEIG —PHRAS & 19 H IR H1 5l BRI Id I8 2, 98 984 Gil
TR 3 I 8T 81 IH PO ISl ATg MY, AT g1 ¥eld <o IR Fe! &7 4 B 8l AR
<frer 9 <fiw aRad= 81 9|

U gei1d H T8 <1 A1E § b I8 feell SR gl & dig # Wil ggd ¥t
e B, A T fopam S1Tg A 31efivTg, B1RY, HREIS, HHEEIG, HiIo Blh? UH
MMeexAfea o7 e iR Frare faam Sy o agad W ¢+ SR & fwer i, 3o feen
BIASI B & HUR &[hd HH Bl SIYI MR ITH ANl $1 9gd gfaen erfll 39 iR &=
fl 95T 3MaTId B HHEETE R MA- MBI | BIg o7 A8 Tal gl IR IS H
SD! IMALADT ¥, SRITEY 39 3R 4l &g far il

3 # # I8 HEA A, GfF § FEYR BT I8 aTA g G SR H 3
far & Yerd wer ugan & foIg ge Vi Yerd BT UR et gt €, e forg
U& Hel gl & usdl 8, aRA1 had =g e ¥ € M 81 ST 81 SR
Ul AiETd AR fosT $1 I, o 932l SRSR & gRT Widhd b Wl Sl Il &,
HA ST I TP S MR IH FTAT BT B BN, I AR IS 3R B

F I grear g & w45 weley, S o@ I8 A 1 g% 8, S waar g
Y AARTST &1 B el T &, aAfdeT 37 arefl I8 = 93 gV & 9 39 W &9 <71 %
Yod # 39 UBR A T 36! dIsi S off SY A1 I8f | g Y 9, @ ff &9 grm
3R Y9 3R AT Hrsfaed 81 $R B8R 2 Bl ST HI A8d o H Ahel 81 g1
TTeqT o 1 H, I I BT FHIG BT § 3R A FHa § 6 7y 750 7oy 36
R 3R fIaR A || g=gare|

3.00 P.m.
SHRI PENUMALLI MADHU (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, when we discuss
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the Railway Budget, the entire nation looks upon us with great expectations,
but they are disappointed upon seeing the performance of the Budget and the
Budget proposals.

Sir, in my opinion, when we discuss this Railway Budget, we should
analyse the performance of our Railways over the last few years. Only such a
critical review would help us in undertaking future tasks and in fulfilling the
expectations of the people of this country.

While discussing this Budget, we find that the most important defect that
lies with this Budget is the policy that has been adopted with regard to the
expansion of railways or fulfilling the tasks lying ahead. The policy is very
much defective. Sir, if we see the performance of the Railways, for the last 60
years, the growth is only three per cent. On the other hand, the road transport
has grown by nine per cent. Apart from general growth, the network also has
not grown as per the expectations. If we see the network growth in the last 60
years, it is only 20 per cent, whereas the road transport has grown by 400 per
cent. It indicates that the policy that is being adopted is a defective one. It is
not only my view. But, it is what planners feel. National Transport Planning
Committee was constituted during the year 1980. In 1980, under the guidance
of Planning Commission, after reviewing the performance of our railways, it
fixed a target that by the year 2000, the rail transport should occupy a share of
70 per cent in the national transport. But, it occupies only 35 per cent share
today. We are discussing this Budget in the year 2007. The target fixed for the
year 2000 was a 70 per cent share of rail transport. That has not been
achieved. The share of road transport today is 65 per cent. As per the
suggestion of National Transport Planning Committee, unless the rail transport
occupies a share of 70 per cent in the national transport, we cannot meet the
requirements of our country. But, today, after so many years of planning and
expansion, only 35 per cent share of rail transport is there. It indicates a clear-
cut defect in our policy. Sir, this Budget claims 15 per cent growth over the last
three years. Sir, looking at the nine per cent growth in our economy and its
impact, if we contain ourselves, if we are self-satisfied with this 15 per cent
growth for the last three years, it will be misleading. Sir, in the same period,
during this three-year period, the road transport has registered a growth of 18
per cent. What planners decided in 1980 that share of rail transport should be
more when compared to road transport, that has not happened. So, it
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indicates a clear defect in the policy and deficiencies which are very much
visible in our planning. Why is this poor growth there? In our General Budget,
we want to achieve nine, ten or eleven per cent growth in our economy. Is it
possible with this type of growth in railways? It is not possible, Sir. Why? Why
are we lagging behind? What is the reason behind it? Sir, there are some
reasons and we should understand the main reason. Here, in the Budget,
some measures have been suggested. Railway freight is one of the cheapest
transports. If we compare it to the road transport, it is cheaper than that. In
spite of that, the share of the road transport is going up whereas the share of
the rail transport is not going up.

Sir, for this, some temporary reasons are suggested due to which it is
lagging behind in growth. There are some defects. For example, till 1995, the
boxen wagon was permitted to carry 58 to 60 tonnes. Now, after some efforts,
it has been decided to permit it to carry 66 - 68 tonnes. In the last two years,
the same boxen wagon has been able to carry ten per cent exira load.

To an extent, these types of measures may be responsible for not
achieving the growth. But what is the main reason as to why we are not able
to achieve growth in our Indian railways. Sir, to an extent, under utilisation of
our capacity may be one of the reasons but it is not the basic reason. The
basic reason as to why Indian railways are not able to achieve the targets is to
be probed into. Unless we critically analyse this particular aspect, we will be
unable to focus our own targets for the coming years. Sir, the main drawback
lies with the factors that are related to the investment. The growth of our
railways is slow because of less investment, which is made in the Railways.
This inadequacy has not been addressed even in this Budget. In this Budget,
'dedicated freight corridor' has been proposed | think, in the last sixty years,
this is the first time that such a decision has been taken. The three major
issues that are proposed in this Budget are, namely, (i) 'dedicated freight
corridor' with proposed allocation of Rs. 30,000 crores, (ii) upgradation of
meter gauge, and, (iii) decentralisation of tickets availability.

Sir, if we carefully analyse these three aspects, we are not going to
achieve the expected targets. Sir, for Delhi Metro, we could spend Rs. 16,000
crores whereas for the 'dedicated freight corridor' for the entire India, the
allocation is Rs. 30,000 crores; Sir, for the entire
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'dedicated freight corridor, it is merely Rs. 30,000 crores. | think, it is a very
meagre allotment. Sir, for the last two decades, the growth of population in
the cities has gone up from 300 to 400 per cent.

But, the urban rail transport is a very big problem. You see how our railway
planners took a defective decision in 1986. The Railways took a decision, a
very defective decision, according to me. What was that decision in 19867 In
the name of shortage of funds with the Railways, the entire urban transport
was handed over to the Urban Ministry. Sir, if we see, in the last two decades,
the urban transport, not even one per cent growth is there, when the cities
have grown up, the population has grown up by 300-400 per cent. In 1986 the
Ministry of Railways had come out with a policy saying that it had no funds
and it could not undertake the urban transport and it handed over to the
Urban Ministry. Now, what is the Urban Ministry doing? It is throwing
thousands and thousands of crores of rupees to the urban transport in the
name of Metro or other different names. So, inadequate allotment of funds is
one of the basic problems that we are facing in the Railways. Sir, if we want to
achieve 9 per cent growth in our economy, this Railway Budget cannot
discharge the responsibility.

Sir, coming to the other basic issues, my colleagues will speak on other
things, | will come to two or three important issues. In this Budget, a very
dangerous policy has been proposed. We have not seen in the last sixty
years such a dangerous policy proposed in the Railways. What is that policy?
That is public-private partnership. We have seen privatisation in Railways
earlier also. We can understand it in case of sweeping of platforms,
construction of bridges or some buildings. Earlier also this type of privatisation
was there. But, the new and the very dangerous thing in this Railway Budget
is that the works of safety-related areas have also been entrusted to the
contractors. Our party cannot accept this policy. Thousands are thousands of
workers are thrown out of the work in Kerala and in Andhra Pradesh. | have
seen in Andhra Pradesh 10,000 people were thrown out of the work because
the catering service that had been privatised. And, what does this new
catering policy tell us? The food that is supplied in the Railways is worst type
of food. The cost has gone up by one hundred per cent. Not only that, Sir,
maintenance has also been privatised. Earlier, only construction activities
used to be given to contractors. Now, the maintenance is also given. Even
signal maintenance
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is given for privatisation; even track maintenance is also given for
privatisation. This is very dangerous, Sir. Our Railway Minister should take
note of it. We did not come across this in the earlier days...

SHRI R. VELU: We are not giving traffic maintenance.

SHRI PENUMALLI MADHU: We know that a number of accidents are
taking place. Even then, safety-related issues have been handed over to the
private parties. Earlier, we did not come across so many accidents. Why are
so many accidents taking place nowadays? Sir, our Minister says the track
maintenance is not handed over to the private contractors. | am here to prove
it. | can prove it that it is happening in Mumbai. Sir, in Guntur Division, in
Andhra Pradesh, so many gangman posts are vacant. There are thousands
of backlog posts. In Secunderabad, out of 926 sanctioned posts for drivers,
only 716 are working for years together. Every driver is forced to work for 16-
18 hours for more than 20 days in a month. Their wives come to us weeping
that they are unable to meet their husbands. Their children tell us that they
are unable to meet their fathers. They come home only for three or four-days
in a month. The number of trains has gone up. But the recruitment is stopped.
So many backlog posts are there. One day, during Dussehra festival, some
drivers applied for leave. All the five drivers were suspended in Kazipet
Division. Only for applying leave, they were suspended, Sir..

Sir, | want to know whether maintenance of coaches is not related with
safety. Maintenance of bogies, locos, and bridges is not given to the
private contractors.

TS (57 BeRTS (957 ) 2 Ay S, §HI B T B

SHRI PENUMALLI MADHU: Sir, my submission is that privatisation is a
very serious thing. Sir, we are happy that freight charges have not been
enhanced. But what about other policies that are being floated in this Budget?
Shortage of gangman is there. Tracks are not properly repaired. For that
reason, accidents are taking place. My submission to the hon. Minister is that
all the backlog posts should be filled. | request the hon. Minister to submit it in
Parliament how many posts are lying vacant and for how many years. | am
requesting this in this House. How many posts are vacant in the
Secunderabad Division? The number of trains has gone up. The track
distance also has gone up. But so many posts
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are vacant. Even some trains run without a guard. It is a very dangerous
thing.

IuATEIE (&N HeRTol () : 7Y Sfl, 39D forg daret 12 e &1 w9y o1, 98 IR
HREIE]

SHRI PENUMALLI MADHU: Sir, only last thing. It is about the investment
criteria.

Members of Parliament from Andhra Pradesh belonging to different
political parties went to meet the Prime Minister and gave representation. So
much discrimination is practised against Andhra Pradesh. Our share of profit
from Secunderabad is Rs. 1350 crore. But we were given only Rs. 250 crore.
Not only that, Sir, an impression is there that the Railways have a pacca
investment criteria. Rules are there. But if they want to sanction any project,
they distort the figures. Sir, today people are feeling that their due share is not
given to them. It is not only from one State. It may not be just from Bihar or
from other one or two States. But people from other States are feeling that
their due share is not given to them. Inspite of pacca investment criteria in the
Railways, the Railway Ministry is yielding to the political pressure and is not
doing justice to the entire nation.

IuaTeIe (&7 HolRTSl %7 : 7Y Sil, M9 98 SSU...(FIEM)... SIh §, AT &
3SR YR AT AV A ST, ATYHT T GRT 81 AT B...(FAYT).... 374 3177 foher= <=
3R 91i1? You take only one minute.

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: Sir, these are very important points
...(Interruption)...

SuwTeaer : (3N oot 87 o AfSy, Wy Sft, Syl

SHRI PENUMALLI MADHU: Sir, I am concluding. Sir, another important
point is, the optimal utilisation of congested sections. Sir, if we critically
analyse ourselves, we will find our strength lies in seeing our weakness. If we
can see our weakness, there comes our strength. | appeal to the hon. Minister
to see the weakness, take the criticism from all corners, and without any bias,
try to come to objective understanding. Regarding optimal utilisation of
congested section, resorting to the bypass lines and improving the loop lines,
if such measures are taken immediately, we can improve
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congestion to a great extent. Many alternative routes, like Nagpur-Adilabad
route, can be an alternative route for congested routes.

IuaaTeae (S HoRrel A8 ) 2 IRIY, 59 IR 1 IR 3R AN die arel © 3iR
ATIT FHY BT 1T &1 37T T8 4SH1 Al BT AN FHR BNl 3T eI BI-3iTIvE BN,
qg S|

SHRI PENUMALLI MADHU: Viability gap funding also is provided by the
Ministry of URBAN DEVELOPMENT. My submission is that the Prime
Minister's Office should review the 1986 decision, entrusting the urban
transport to the Ministry of Urban Development, and it should be given back
to the Railways, and instead of spending thousands of crores, if some little
amount of money is allocated, with that money, we can improve the urban
transport. This is very much needed. Thank you very much.

SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA (Tamil Nadu): Thank you, Sir, for giving me this
chance. Sir, the 4th Railway Budget, presented by the Congress-led Coalition
Government, the UPA Government, brought a little focus, showing some
exposure like not raising the freight charges, with so many demerits and
imbalances. Sir, anyway, there is no hike in the fare, and we must appreciate
this fact. Further, a reduction of Re. 1/- in daily ticket fare has been
announced. This is also a welcome measure. But, on the other side, instead
of increasing the seats in the second-class sleeper category, they have
increased the number of seats in the fatkaal category. For the tatkaal
category, they are charging Rs. 150/- more than the ordinary ticket, and the
poor people are forced to purchase the tickets in the tatkaal category. This
has been done because they want to balance the fare. They have not
increased the fares, but they have to increase the charges on tatkaal tickets,
because by doing so, they are balancing the income of the Railways. So, |
request the Minister that the charges in respect of tatkaal tickets should also
be reduced, and more second-class sleepers should be provided than the
tatkaal system.

An announcement has been made in the Railway Budget that there will be
e-ticketing in petrol pumps, post offices, ATM centres, hand-held computers
for the on-the-spot reservation. In this regard, | would like to submit that it is
very helpful to the educated people, urban people, who are going to the ATM
centres and post offices. But, what about the rural people? How will they get
the reservation? How will this new system reach the poor people and how will
they get the reservation? In this regard, | would
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like to inform this House one thing. At times, even the Members of Parliament
are not able to establish their contact with the Railways when there is
urgency. The Railways are having their own telephones. When, the Members
of Parliament are not able to establish their contact on the telephone lines,
when even the Members of Parliament are not able to get the line, how can
the poor people or the ordinary people get the line? So, | draw the attention of
the Railway Minister towards it and request him that the modes of providing
this type of service and information should be increased. | also request that to
help the poor people to get tickets easily, an alternative reservation system
should be introduced in villages and rural areas. Instead of providing
passengers amenities in trains and also at railway stations, the proposed
huge investment in container operations only shows that the Railways,
nowadays, is giving importance to the business entrepreneurs than providing
service to the public because they want to earn more money for the
organisation/But, at the same time, we have to give importance to providing
service to the public also.

Here, | appreciate the efforts made by the Railway Ministry that it has
given an invitation to all entrepreneurs for entering into a long-term service
agreement with the Railways. In the Budget speech, the Railway Minister has
mentioned that in respect of. cement and steel, they have invited heavy
industry people for entering into long-term agreements. Sir, various car
companies, IT companies have been set up in Tamil Nadu. | request the hon.
Minister to invite, on the same lines, those companies for entering into long-
term agreements. That would help increase the revenue of the Railways, and
also of the State Government.

And also, Sir, the Railway Minister, Laluji, has told the press that Indian
Railways was earning profits, and he would never allow anyone to privatise
this Organisation. Before the press, he has given such type of report or
version, but, as was, very seriously, mentioned by Madhuji, and after seeing
the report, | also stress the point that entering into agreements with private
persons will not help the poor people, the passengers and the travellers, and
they are very much concerned about their own profits. What stand is the
Government going to take? In the Budget, they are saying like this, but, before
the press, Laluji, has said that they won't allow private parties to enter into the
Railways. So, | would like to know what is the stand taken by the Government.

Sir, Laluji has also mentioned about having 700 additional coaches in
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popular trains. And also, he is going to further have 800 extra carriages in this
financial year. But he has also informed us, in this regard, about the length of
existing platforms. In addition, he is going to increase the number of coaches.
But that will create a huge congestion at the stations. To extend the length of
the existing platforms, what steps is the Railway Ministry going to take? And
also, for having reservation in ordinary sleeper coaches and other reserved
coaches, there are long queues on ordinary days. There is a deficiency of
water. People are suffering. Mere introducing new trains and increasing the
coaches is not going to help. The Ministry should take necessary steps to
help the travellers. Sir, here, | would like to mention 6ne thing. In the Budget
speech, the Minister has said that they are going to have 800 coaches. Apart
from that, the basic amenities also should be provided. We know that the
Railway Ministry is doing its best for providing maximum comfort to its
travellers. | would like to put particular stress on this point, Sir.

Sir, i appreciate the efforts made for providing reservation in lower berths
for ladies. Being a lady, | appreciate the provision of reservations made for
senior citizens and disabled persons. | appreciate the concessions given to
students during the examination days. Special coaches for handicapped
persons, introduction of vendor's coaches, | appreciate his efforts made for
providing all these things. But there is some imbalance. Great injustice is
done to Tamil Nadu. The Chennai-Mumbai corridor has not been included in
the first phase. It is going to be taken up in the second phase. At the same
time, | appreciate the Ministry for taking up the Tiruchi-Madurai electrification
in the first phase. | congratulate the Minister in this regard. | request the hon.
Minister that, in the same way, the Chennai-Mumbai corridor has to be
included in the first phase.

Regarding new trains, he has informed that five new trains have been
introduced in Tamil Nadu. But only one new train has been introduced. |
would like to inform the House that Coimbatore-Nagarcoil train is the only new
train. People are going to get the benefit of Bhubaneswar-Rameswaram,
Chennai-Egmore-Nagore and Chennai-Egmore-Rameswaram trains only
after gauge conversion. What is the time-limit for gauge conversion? When
are you going to finish the gauge conversion? When are the people going to
be benefited by these trains? So, only one new {rain has been given to Tamil
Nadu, that is, Coimbatore-Nagarcoil.
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There is a long-pending request for doubling the lines. Now you have given
priority to doubling the line from Dindigul to Madurai. But our request is for
doubling the line from Madurai to Chennai. It would help avoid congestion. In
all meetings and everywhere | have been raising this point. | have been
speaking on the Railway Budget for the last four or five years. | have been
stressing on this point of doubling the line from Madurai to Chennai which will
be helpful to the passengers and to avoid congestion. So, it must be given
priority.

[MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.]

In this Railway Budget a provision for doubling 700 kilometres has been
made and doubling of 400 kilometres is yet to be finished. | request the
Ministry to include the doubling of Madurai-Chennai line in this 700
kilometres. The gauge conversion work in Tiruchi-Pudukottai, Tiruchi-
Manamadurai, Pudukottai-Karaikudi and Wudhachalam-Salem-Cuddalore
sections is going on. Here | want to know about the new proposals and the
time-frame. The allotment is very meagre. The long-pending demands for new
lines will not be met because of this meagre allocation or deficiency in
allocation. The Minister of State for Railways, Veluji, is from Tamil Nadu. He
should give priority to all this new line from Karaikudi. So many passengers
are coming from there.

I would like to mention here that you have given concession to steel,
cement, cardamoms, etc. Bodinaikanur produces a lot of cardamom. The
road transport operators are transporting cardamom and earning revenue.
There is a railway line. But it is metre gauge. | would like to inform the House
that it takes three-and-a-half hours to four hours to reach from Bodi to
Madurai by this metre gauge line. But by road transport, by bus, people can
reach Madurai within one-and-a-half hours. So, they prefer bus. The officials
who go for inspection, etc., inform that it is not feasible and there are not
much passengers. But the reason is that it takes a longer time. There is plenty
of cardamom. By transporting cardamom the railways can earn revenue.

| must appreciate Veluji for holding a meeting in Chennai and asking all the
Members of Parliament from Tamil Nadu to inform him about their grievances
and demands. He has given a new line from Dindigul to Kumili. But the
problem is that no fund has been allocated. He said that they were going to
conduct a survey. It has been delayed for the last 25 years
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for want of survey. A survey has already been done up to Bodinaikanur. So,
the remaining survey should also be done immediately. A lot of people are
going to Sabarimala by road by this route. It will be helpful to the people who
are going to Sabarimala and also earn revenue for the railways. Sir, one train,
Shri Velu knows it, from Egmore to Erode, then extended to Kovai is very
helpful for the people of Thirupur area because there are so many industries.
So many people go to Thirupur area. Just three-four days ago, | saw on the
television that people were protesting and sitting on dharna on the railway
line. Actually, this train is very helpful to the labour class. Now it has been
extended to Mangalore. You can extend it to any place, but it should reach the
Thirupur area on time at the convenience of Thirupur people.

Sir, | would like to get an assurance from the hon. Minister regarding the
Salem Division. The Minister has informed us that on 14th April they are going
to have a function at the Salem Division. Sir, on 2.3.2007, the hon. Member,
Shri T.T.V. Dhinakaran raised a question about the Salem Division. On the
same day, Shri K.E. Ismail also raised a question about the Salem Division.
The Ministry has informed that the present length of rail network under the
Palakkad Division is 1,132 kilometres. The length of the rail route proposed to
be removed from the Palakkad Division is 623 kilometres. There is no
specified minimum length for a route, for a division. Sir, | would like to make a
request to the hon. Minister that Coimbatore-Thirupur-Erode section must be
in the Salem Division because so many people are....(Interruptions). It is my
right.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is her demand. Why are you worried?
(Interruptions). It is her demand. Whatever you want to say, you can say. |
cannot stop her from saying what she wants to say. (Interruptions).

SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Sir, | am demanding it because you are not
fulfilling the long-pending aspirations of the people of the Salam Division in
Tamil Nadu. (Interruptions). So | would like to have Coimbatore, Erode,
Thirupur under the Salem Division. Sir, they can ask for anything. This is
my right.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Don't quarrel. It is not the Cauvery issue.

SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Sir, | am not asking how Thiruvannamalai-
Nagarcoil comes under Thiruvananthapuram. A new division is going to be
created. Therefore, | am asking for it. The Minister has informed that
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there is no limitation of kilometres. Anyway, it is the aspiration of the people
that Coimbatore-Erode should be included in the Salem Division.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There is one more speaker from your party.
You must give some time to him also.

SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: There should be some grace to lady Members.
Sir, my next point is about EQ release from Chennai, Madurai and Trichy. If
we send a requisition, the Emergency Quota is not released. This is the major
problem. When we give it to the people who come to us, the Emergency
Quota is not released. This is happening every day. The concerned officer
does not mind the request. We have to shout at the officer. In order to avoid
this, you make arrangement for a separate phone in the EQ section and one
officer should be there to attend to our calls. My another request is that there
should be escalators built at the Madurai Station. This will be very helpful to a
large number of people, especially, the old age people. Another thing is, as
Madhuji mentioned, there are about 8,000 vacancies to be filled. If these
vacancies are filled, it will give job opportunities to so many people.

Then, Sir, coming to my constituency, — it is a personal request | am
making — you have included Madurai-Karaikudi as a new line, and | am
thankful to the Minister for this. But you have also mentioned that you would
be having a survey on this. | request the hon. Minister that the survey should
be undertaken immediately because he is well aware that the famous granite
unit at Keezhavalavu area is situated there, and the road transport is enjoying
the full benefit. By having a new line there, the Railways can get the revenue.
It will also be helpful to the people coming to that place, as the famous
temples of Pillaiyarpatti and Kundrakudi are situated in that line. People from
several parts of India are coming there, and it will be very much helpful to
them. This is my personal request. Immediate survey should be undertaken,
and the allocation should be made at the earliest.

Finally, Sir, I am thankful to the hon. Minister for allocating Rs. 715.52
crores for Tamil Nadu in this Budget. An amount of Rs. 70 crores has been
allocated for doubling work between Dindigul and Madurai. Here, | would
request the hon. Minister to extend this doubling work from Madurai to
Chennai. Another Rs. 30 crores has been allocated for gauge conversion from
Dindigul to Coimbatore. Also, Sir, the survey on the Bodinaikanur
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should be completed immediately. Only then we will have the proposed broad

gauge line.
Sir, thank you very much for having given me this opportunity.

3t MfrsT e (f9ER) : Syawf 7818y,
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UET TG | g8 TSR Va1l 873 & 3R SATeifie efte 3 a8i W @i 61 3H1-SIH1 6,
STy §9 TR fAAR &R B SMaIDHAT 2| IFSTHUST | HTe Bl T TS 2004-05 H
WPd g 2T, 39 W 70 RIS WYY JY 81 7Y &, oAb 59b [1Q 726 RIS WY A1,
FIT BT S ? 39 W AR BRY {F T8 ™ B 872 39 THR H BIeT-dH1 &S &
iR BT Ioei HRAT A I8 g1 important line 8, Rigiad: I8 Wied &
Tl 2, AfrT ST T 9gd T8 B

39 3 T ROB wIgd Y &, RTa! aTd 10 BRISS BN 8 3R TA% &
ferg fepar U, amrdfed faar 71 8 Ush-Ueh IR wUY 3179 Sedl & I8 il S, I8
31 IS A1 8, fobeg IS 1 BIs AISHI 8141 9118y | 37 W PWD HReR <&+ &1 Jidt
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fer &1 F1fead w9 o= o™ YR1 721 831, U4 &1 YRT SN 721 ga, price escalation
3T 81 Y& &, ST 371 Ha ! U A1l e &) sraeadhdl 81 Sy ST 56 1
R B STaaddl 81 H 39 H 1 A b ISR Y1 GHIIRITS U<el &, S8
TR Al H Yed b BIaRd T8I & <idb, FATars, NRIS! 3R giarsT| #eied, ot agt
AT 5, ST S U3 B Y9 A BI1 1 A1 31 Heled, SHH! 39 A1 4 far
PN, AP AT THR DI JrIeT I8i 81 Al AT A 39 I 3 [T BT 918 § b
faeell W ATt BT |IEIHRY A1 8l T, fdg Nars! 3 qikigs, 31 aad) I8 9gd
3MTIedD 81 ST, RIfd SATET density 9 b1 81 Pdel STTdR YA B a1 P AN
S A1 Herad g 81 <1 GaT & e, 7 fa-rel 999, 7 38R & 8, 7 SER F &
“ ST SP! S KT I PR D] ATTTIDB B

HEIGY, TAR J&f Udh HReeR Uayd 2, Sl SR | Falll § 3R a9 R« S
21 H 3179 ¥ e HA1 9T g, 3719 statistics FHR <@, ool IR 7M1 4 fH
A o a8 M i € | B e T g€ ¥ Bt Y 4 e, T ol B € gaferg
& g8 gaR S A Fefcll §1 ST! 7 € &b I8 el gav <o 4 o 2l 8, I8 i faeg
P [ G BN A S RE! 21 Heley, H1 HaTel BT AT fd explain @Y1 Q4T concrete
a1 81, fSI®! concrete T 31T | BT ST, SR | ITs Ml o & el g1 S
RIS AT BT SaRIHAT 81 RI-JEHGTEIE b d1d H ST GIRBRE ST T
ST Y GRS B I Y B g1 DI 41 91 Hel 2| I8 37\] a1 8 TN S
IR It AT I3 MMIRT e BRI, WRAQR H Hf ggel dra el I8 21 98 argw)
SHRT TR Bl 98 Hagl B8 BRUN A 41 81 18 off, I GASIId BIRTY1 ST ITeTeer=
% forg ot STAWT B 3iR H1ead w0 9 7Y Bt o1 ) fHtor g

M $B Rard fawari o <t g, fenfri o < 2, § Hfead wu 3 a6
foTQ 31719 1 98T <A1 =TEaT §, fohg AR Aoy Bl TR i @ iR S THR dHRT
B TRAY, O 98 fHR1T &1 IR B a89 B2 F8ISd, Uh died geel B 80 TR Bl
AT B, G dicd 98 BT 1 oG 30 B9IR ©, S5-I Aokl BT 50 TR 09T Il &,
TR BT 80 BOTR ST 8, ¥} BT U oG SITET o 8| U8 TR SR ST ¢
el g el & STaR T8d < B DI BT
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HeIed, 3ifM 919 Bedx FHI HEIT $6 FHI unmanned HICH Jgd S8 o
B Pl [T & AT BB ST 8 b 67 TARI TT 87 TARI /Y STHT BRISAT| 9T I8 W9 &,
BIg QoI I8 BRI A< & 2 I FI0N0TI0 T T 51 SHBT SYATT Y, Sl S
Y B <, T8I, manned BICH T & | I JGR&T 11 AR AN §RT SYIIT B1
HEIey, U ITERYI I8! sl aR Y e o1 iR R <=1 e g1 s 78y S,
S FATST & U 9gd IS Ad 6, ORI H THHR ITdHT 5T WM © o8] §oTRI Al
ST 2, fhg oma ST 1 997 Smee BRI 379 U Hed ¥ dd} IR fhariex o
18T, g81 Vel ATed 3f T, I IR BIea Al Hol el &, MS! Bl ISP 39 W 3 oI
SER SIS ISl 21 TR HETHE Sil MY A1 I 91 3MTe gaN a1 a8 Sl o (91
ol Tl 98T BSTRI @lT oI X8 81 HATol, 3 HH-J-BHH U3 strategic points AT SR,
e ®1 WBR T PIAY, AR BT ATGIAT BT ITER W1 BITY AR M8 1 S

81 TSR] &b A1, AT G diei BT GAAY 371 3R #3151 i g=rame ol gy H
ST 1T FHT DRT

SHRI KARNENDU BHATTACHARJEE (Assam): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir,
| rise to speak about the Railway Budget which has been appreciated by the
general people of the country. | would like to say a few words on this. The
Railway Budget 2007-08 happens to be the fourth consecutive Budget, which
has set a record of not raising the passenger fares. Salient features are that
about eight per cent fares of upper class have been slashed. At the same time,
there is a reduction of freight charges on diesel, petrol, minerals and coal,
which will check the inflationary trends. About 40 new trains, including eight
garibi trains, are expected to be introduced. About more than 800 coaches
would be attached to popular trains. At the same time, there is a proposal that
second-class coaches will get upholstered seats in increased numbers. | must
congratulate the Railway Minister that, at least, he has taken some steps since
the last four consecutive Budgets. Many Members have criticised the
Government, the Railway Department. | have been a Member of the Rajya
Sabha for the last 11 years. There are many suggestions; the Opposition may
criticise as Opposition. Definitely, every Member has a right to give
constructive suggestions. But this is the first time | have observed this. It is
also a fact that not a single Minister has done so. Though Laluji has many
difficulties, he has, at least, maintained the balance of the country's opinion.
The
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people below the Poverty Line are in majority in our country. They realise that
at least Laluji is thinking about them. That is why | support, appreciate, and
congratulate Laluji. There will be 50 per cent concession for candidates. Is
there any Minister since the last eight years who has given 50 per cent
concession to the students to appear for the examination? Sir, last time, | said
something about the unemployment problem. | have full praise for Laluji that
he will, at least, fulfil the demands of about 800 Members who are in the Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha and*, definitely, he is thinking; | appreciate his
thinking. In four years, he has taken such steps. Sir unemployment is a
burning question in the country. | think he is the only Minister who can solve
this problem. For developing additional infrastructure and for providing extra
amenities, there is a proposal to allow public-private partnership, which has
been criticised by our hon. Member Madhuji. Is it possible for the
Government? The whole country, the whole world is now under the
liberalisation process. We are also following the liberalisation process. We are
following this policy. At present, we have growth of 9-11 per cent. Privatisation
is required. Every State wants to have factory, this factory, or, that factory.
The Railway Ministry is not the only Ministry to provide funds. So, | appreciate
Laluji. This is the new mantra. We should use world-class technology in Indian
Railways. Private and Public—this is the new mantra | think. | am not in favour
of privatisation. But, the Railway Department is a big organisation. Our
country's policy is like this. At present, we can compete with the world
technology, | say as an Indian, and as a Member | am proud of it. The hon.
Minister is very serious about senior citizens and disabled persons. Special
attention has been given to women over 45 years who would automatically be
entitled to a lower berth in AC Sleeper Class. This has happened for the first
time in the Railways. Perhaps, this has been done for the first time in the
history of Railways. He realised this problem. He has realised that a forty-five
year old woman cannot climb up to the upper berths. The hon. Minister has
realised this thing. That is why he has taken such a step. |, therefore,
appreciate this step of the hon. Railway Minister.

The other good thing which has been done, for the first time, in the Budget
is that special coaches with wider cushion seats, specially-designed toilets,
etc., would be introduced for the disabled passengers.
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Sir, safety has been accorded a priority in the Budget. Appropriate amount
has also been kept for modernisation of Railway tracks in a phased manner. It
has been proposed that more staff is to be trained at the national as well as at
the international level on track safety. We have discussed this problem several
times. As far as the problem of track renewal is concerned, my colleague, Mr.
Chaturvedi, is here, we have discussed this issue in the Railway Standing
Committee meetings several times. We have discussed various matters
related to this. We have discussed this thing many times. | think keeping that
thing in view, our hon. Railway Minister has taken several steps. | request that
this should also be implemented. The only problem is there is no
implementation of the measures announced. So, Laluji should take care to
see that the schemes which have been announced are implemented step-by-
step. The schemes should start. They should be implemented.

| also congratulate the Railway Minister about the steps he has taken with
regard to the North-East. | come from Assam. Previously, one senior leader of
the NDA, Venkaiah Naiduji, — he is not here — had criticised the Railway
Minister. But, in my area, several projects have been taken up in this year's
Railway Budget. There has been Lumding-Silchar broad gauge line which was
taken up in the year 1996 and then there is Kumarghat-Agartala line which
was taken up in the year 1996-97, but nothing was done during NDA's time.
Our most important demand is related to the Bogibil bridge and Mokokchung
project. All these broad gauge line projects have been taken up during Laluji's
time. | must congratulate him for all this. But | must mention one thing. The
Railway Minister has mentioned in his speech that the Bogibil project would be
taken up. Laluji, the Bogibil bridge is very important for Assam, i.e.,
Brahmaputra Valley. It adds confusion among the people of Assam whether
this will be taken up this year or not. It should be taken up immediately.
However, you have not mentioned anything about it whether it will be taken up
this year or not. | would like to know whether it would start in this year or not.
The Prime Minister has already announced that it is a national project. My
colleagues, particularly, the hon. Members from that area, should realise that
Mizoram, Manipur, Tripura and Nagaland are all connected with it.

Sir, the UPA Government, under the leadership of Dr. Manmohan Singh
and under the guidance of the Congress President, Soniaji, has taken
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various steps for the development of the North-East. You know the present
position of the North-East. There is insurgency zone. These people are
feeling dejected. There is a feeling among them that they are being deprived
of the opportunities and amenities which are there in the other parts of the
country. That is why, our Government and the Railway Minister, Laluji have
taken some very good steps. | must appreciate it. | hope that he will fulfil their
demands early. This is my personal opinion. | have fought for this Lumding-
Silchar project for a long time. This project is connected with Agartala,
Mizoram, Manipur, etc.

| think, Laluji has already got the information that the Government of India
is withdrawing forces from this insurgency-prone area. There was a militant
attack there in which many Railway employees died, many contractors died.
After that, he discussed this with the Home Minister, the Chief Minister and
with me. He had consultations with several other leaders. It was emphasised
that this is a very important road and, accordingly, the Central Government
has sanctioned some para-military forces and the State Government has
posted them there. But, at present, since the UP elections are forthcoming,
the Home Minister is trying to withdraw the force. But, let me say, Sir, that the
hon. Home Minister should realise that this is an insurgency-affected area
where We are facing the ULFA problem; 89 Hindi-speaking people died
recently. People there have been fighting for this cause. Forces should be
posted there. Laluji, please take up this matter. You are a senior Minister. |
also hope my friend, Shri Santosh Mohan Deb, will take up this matter with
the Prime Minister.

Sir, | also want to mention that the Railways has the highest potential of
providing employment opportunities. The unemployment position in the whole
of the North-East, but specially in Assam, is the worst. Not only in my State
but also in other States of the North-East there has been a grievance that
although the railways have a huge potential but that region's people are being
deprived. | am not talking about the Group A or B of posts which should be
filled only through a competitive examination but, so far as Group C and D
posts are concerned, | suggest to the hon. Minister that appointment should
be done on State-wise basis and not on the zonal basis. This is my opinion
which should be examined.

SHRI LALU PRASAD: There is a Supreme Court judgement
...(Interruptions)
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SHRI KARNENDU BHATTACHARJEE: | don't know, Sir, what the
Supreme Court judgment is. But we are facing this problem day-in-day-out. Is
the Supreme Court above the Parliament? (Interruptions) No, | do not agree,
Sir. | respect the Supreme Court. But there are lakhs and lakhs of people who
are unemployed. There are cases pending in the lower courts and the
Supreme Court. What is all this? Sir, you are a leader of our country. You
should sit with the Opposition and discuss these matters and decide to do
something. So, this is my solution.

3t 1 IS : W), GO BIC BT Sl I§ SIoPic B b SR B |/l AR @,
according to the Constitution, |fdem & Jarfae, o Hfdem o1 gx a7 siHfier
3R WeR fFar & a1 G SIC @ awen 31a 2, S | ) seriRd 81 3 W)
ARMRI Y g3 2, ATIP] ATS BT, 3 H SIE-SIT8 IR MR Jws A o1 <wr & fopeit o)
YIH-JaH DI AU I b e fHl 757 § A MR FHM TR T B ATPR 2
T B AAT-IAT Bh 89 Tl <@ qhd o, I8 faddd ol dl ARG & Tad oA
DI &I e fdegdl S Bl

SHRI KARNENDU BHATTACHARJEE: But, please think over it, Sir. That
is my earnest appeal to you. How it is to be tackled, you know. You have a
very good brain. So, please devise some mechanism.

#} THOTHO SEarerar : 3 HEIGY, U Al 914 Pe l, FSI Al Sl qarel
IOT IR 2, 3N 1 F& a1 6 &9 39 & SIffrsd 31 AR Bl e el 8F &
TTEd & 3R G IS BT garen 4t &2, feg spfimia o, S sficied 3% gor o,
GIAPR & AFH H SRl & RIATH S TETe Yo gl 3R SHh] ARDY Was fadn
T, ISP d1e H TS 4 R Vel ReeHE BT Pl UISIH 811 & R d G ST &
ql Ui ST &, ST YRET &b oIg ST 81 WoTaT STRav] 21 I oY g iR IR
BTy, RyeTer H Qi efiforl

SHRI KARNENDU BHATTACHARJEE: Yes, Sir. | support what Shri
Ahluwaliaji is saying. Laluji, you should think about and | am sure you will
come out with some solution. There are many families which do not have any
of their members employed either in the State Government or Central
Government. | would suggest to the hon. Minister that in Groups C and D,
consideration for employment should be on the basis of State and not on a
zonal basis. That is my point. But you must examine all the issues. At least,
one job should be provided to each family where none of
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their members is employed either in the State or Central Government. That is
my request. S IRAR H U 3MEH! B FIdH<] T2 & IHDBI b Albxl C AT D HeIRT |
ARTT | Frd a1 FURTER, not these others Sir, 98 @18 ERT f¥urcdic =&l g1 Other

Departments are only giving hope. They are not giving anything.

In this UPA Government, the Congress is the big brother and their slogan

iS “SHTONT T BT, 3TTH 3MSHT & A1’
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, conclude.

SHRI KARNENDU BHATTACHARJEE: So, | must say, for Laluji, new
mantra should be, “ @ie] &I g1, TN & e Then, every Member will be
satisfied all over the country. We are 800 representatives of the country. With
this new confidence, | wrote a letter to the Minister regarding one candidate.
The answer was, "No, your name is not in the computer list." What is the
computer? It is not meant for chaprasi and Khalasi. It will be purely your
decision. | think Members of Parliament who represent the people are
responsible to the electorate and should have some control, at least, in the
employment process. Their recommendations should be given due
consideration in their respective constituencies. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, there are 40 Members who
have to participate. Please, restrict to your timings. Shri Ram Narayan Sahu.

Teh A e : IR, o Rl SITL....(Fae ). .
37 THOTHO AT : I8 o B DI IS b TS TS 1...(AGLH)...

it I/ ARRIV A1 (SR U< ) : ST HB18 Y, A9 J dier &I Hiwl &
I oY 9gd-98d g=adTs | 9 931 fha e S 2 87

oY IUAART : U] Ut & I AEH Aot ATt &, a9 e 99 8, 7 e o
<ifoTgl
37t I ARV AT : T BT b S201 C18H & 3fax TeH IR gl

Ug A1 § el St Bl 3R S5 S AT #2318 3R I Sl BRI g HHART &
|G B 9GS <l U BT AT b I 941 &b WA A, I AT ob el -Sel 9
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A 9 oC H 20 BOIR HRIS WUY PT BRIGT G3AT 21 TfehT 3741 T $7b A1 FoIC 3T b
2 3R 397 Wft 9T & 3ieR IRTER BRIST el ST R8T 8 BIIET d a_1ER fegerrn
ST BT & olfdh 394 311 ST Bl <! Jaam i, 98 &g 781 fawrs us W@ Bl
Jlaerali & IR F H B Qo0 B a1 BT IT8d1 §, S8l JIA= Ty 8| SF Bie
TO0 BT T BTTd © I s TOHI0 H TRIT 81T, o€ YO0 H o7 Ry R 3fR oToved
fSai o o= a1 R BRMT1 I qRE &1 ok ST S 8 S H s IR S9dR T §
3 ST & B YO0 &b 3 1 I BT U fAerdt 8 &R 7 90 9 & 17 7o &
AT B1...(aeT)... 39! el 8T 89 o fa 9% 71T € 9! 81 e a9 o
ST € 981 9qel 78 §1 EH ol 19 91 BR IR B ...(TagT)...

i A WE . T Povs Wl el Hel?

i} I TRRIV A1 : 379 A1 Pogs W TS 8 T, Fors Wl el A 81 5l
oY SuwHTafy : difeg-aiferg

S} I TS ¢ DI AT ST AT JAIST RSB uR gH HHH AT of ol 8
P 1 9 39 Y 9 FOR7 31TUeh] 7o 21 fen? 89 4B o b 7o i a1 e
IR TAT <181 forett ol fohx uTeit it =12} foretm| €t &9 uar el

S} I ARV AT ;. X A Tl SR 218 et 6 P aR Y, ged1 by
IR TYL...(TTH)...

510 THOTHO SEATfer : 3T AL BE X8 & eHb] Wl B8l 11 & 7 T8
21 9% Hel fb Q¥ TR bR bia d 1 81 Frems €1 89 @1 €1 Fal fob frem 727 21
T BEl foh Brele g o 313, AT Frems ¥aT 81 1ar? ..(aem)...

N 1o SrATE : 79 ety e e, 1 oo 1 A1? ..(FALH)...
N TAOTHO SrEeanterdn : &4 R B 1 3fTed el ol...(FaLH)...

) AT 1 : B9 W3 BT G BR & MR FIend & b HTs 7haR 8l 9y,
B BI ST, U [IeTRT Pl B SMSH! SR BRI 5| A FISAT Al 3791 o 2

#Y THOTHO SrEarferan : gof | U B 31ed T8 2

i} IR ARV WG : TR, S YIS B I 1 3R 317 HIE Qo0 H Uil o
& forg
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SRATST Wiel, Tl 3TYD! BlellF Tec! g (Hetll, 3Mefl SIeli= doci g8 frerll, 39d forg A
T SRATSI SRT HUR IR S, FTE9 {6 98 BIeie & HUR el S 12fal 98 a1 §d 1d
B, TR {6 BTefie aR1ER X281 89 B YO0 H O &, e+l BIH Bletl= Is! &, offh
I} Blele Soc | TSI I&<H 21 T8 FIT =T 2, FIT SAoTH 272

41 H 7T B IR § B AN A IR & 3Aferg ¥ el Rifie 78Y s=er arsdn
g 518l % TME-YdTs Bl qaTdl 8, SAoTH BT FaTd 8, H gl arg &b s veofd
R BT I GTER B [AfesT 8, IR U< 4, AT ¥ad dl [AfcsT ¥ ARTay § Faqd
gfear RfcST 21 s9a] 98R 4 <RaY, I8 PTo! T9adl 8 3R § Fqeian g 1 a4 arm
TGS ST b BT 3R IR SHBI ST BN b ST AT ISP 3HaR SR, ST B
FAR B TRB H HUR ST STl & AT SHT P HUR F SIRAl, HUR dTel 397-d 4, 1 T8f
I R ARl ATET WiehH & dRI% dR T2 I fF U9 7 SR O 7 918 AETS Bl
WICHM BI, I8 IR Iqoig Yae Sl 96 78l &, 918 HIYR P ©ICHH &I, T8 IR BT
ICHM B, T8 ST 1 981 9 31 &, SR 1 Sl U TR RICh ©, 8% e IR Ud
TR WITHH diedl BT 8, IR § U TR BT ©IchM @ AP ol T Sil, 3
S BIdl I dTell BIS 10 el 5l ST61 W ATIHT &7 Tal 717 8, IHD! H &1 § AT
T §|

BT IR GREN BT 10 Ps AN« SST5 | 379 FHSI AT TIIUE H fhail a1 geie
B3| 1 ST & 3iax AT~ JATS-1 MEHT 93 §U & 98 TS| UIBR off j8] 8, IqD!
JReT & oY hact ©e RUTEl J091d o, B8 RIUTEl ¥ 6l g1 &l dgld $R Fohdl 87
3MRER i1 AT 319 B1 71 I8 2, 3R I8 Usel B 15 8Idl, Al g SMEMHAT BT S T2l
ST | s o, 399 99 a1 BT 3RIY & fob 319 57 a1 b1 41 ¥ S gRearm &1 qavy
T 21 98 91 S 2 f o S% APl @Y g9-<9 o W < &, e S @t
BT T ARG HUY T8I BRI §1 IR &9 GR&M b U SIFGe 81T Al 3res &l Sid
SO ATAHATE B TS B W& 7, 39 digore i {5 I8i R ges gkt 7, g8 ) ge
B 8, GO Teel | gRen 7€ ¥, Uei uR GReT 7, Sigf W el ud) g8l W B urel
5T AR I8 § AR 1 g # g1 g8t iR W SN urct 8 39 B I 21 ST 9l &
FHUWR & <A1 ARG I8 Hel 141 {6 IR 75 olc ¢ Falls off I8! 8, ¥ 4RI & 3fa
Pad IR
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TS ol o7 Fellg ST X&! & fhT IR U<l ST 991 Ya ¥ 8, SHDI [depel ToR3feTST
EASERIRIRIE]

N} AT TS . Bl gA &1 87

i} T ARTOT A1 ;319 3779 &) 7 gore | 971 § fh IR gele o7 ge I XE B
3R FAT B T 3T GG TE B...(IY)... AT SN, 3TSfT TR, HofT & AMuasl| TR
4 ? fF 1o goic o7 TIRH, a1, ANRI, fTeel iR o S aqsl df siaar
TP go1 S|

Teh A1 e : U+ I 81 ?

i} I ARV A1 . §H A1 I8 IR B, 3 AT R TR SR el Ib
o1 <d & 1 89 UaRTST 81 961 <, 984 <@ a1d 8| GO, H I8 Hel dredl § (P Ala
3T # fieell & 918 PR PIg 981 IEX € A1 T8 &, AT, | aEg-s,; H ford YRR 3,
IS P ol R AT 98 BT &, S RARY § AT AT 119 97977, T 3R 3179 37T g9
DI AT T M STHR IFD] 74 3 SIgH | I 3T A1G1E A RIS, B el
9¢ V21 2, U FRURT 3§ TRass & 3iaR Al o Il &1 § GeId <l 1 AeledIg 9 ol
ITEIMAT q 3MR STHRA US A1 S¥ M TTHR IAGNeAT qP 9T SAT AT 3R eRg=Te; 1
SN IORT 8 &, ST P diex P HUR, 99 ST &7 J oD, S R § N1 8, I8 |
TP IRIGH! TH TR 3T AT AT TGS, Bl Sl U 8T TR b B &, I8 B
Bl 5 a1 @ facell & afex ARl & gfaer S84 A I8 &, S W S gfaen
forertt &R WEl &1 9 =TS H B T HEISY, W UR Sl 3TSRUTSS IRl ATH of
S & foIY &9 U ©...(Faem)..

i} T 1S : A1 1, H YD ABRI & [ A1 I8l § | HST B 991

37t I ARTIOT A1 : 1) 1 MY Al FR A, 18 H IR ST 39 T &
CIREIIE ]

i A TS : 3MMYD! STHSHR] F [T I <1 A8 § | HSI BT G 3TIT Pl
2, I B AR g8 HE T e+ fEurcHe &1 2, Yo &1 781 21 AT fevurss o gws
q , iy g |, faeel # =el ¥E1 €, SUS oY U1 157 ARPR <l 8, e SuIcHe yee
BT B 3R T el IR 89 < 8, 99dT1 < Bl
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SHRI PENUMALLI MADHU: That has to be changed, Sir. That has to be
taken back to the Railways. If we do not take it back, the urban transport
cannot be improved.

37t I ARV AT : 1 T TRIY fhaT, § I TR A Al IgR1g B
S} AT TS IRT B & ATID] AT |

37t I ARV AT : 3T AT, MIDT Ig-9gd g-Iarg|

ot wifera fpeiv g} - A w4 ofY, T vy g1 dg e 2

it STt : a8 b lail IeT A Ua1 BT

Y fera fpeiR agddY : @' S 91 o HE) ® 5 Se U 2, I o g9

feugead oiR g1 BIaffad $9g §1 39 W B 931 &, 39 uR Fyoig g ot
DT §1 YT IATT 37 T IR, Tei1dhel know-know IATTH T 21

it AT FTE : d 78l < B

37t IR ARTVT AT ;. H G <1 A1 B 7 T | Yerd H U TR ©ieh i 9
MREYY ITh™ TH SIS $ I F AHM ASI ST &, AT 3ol b SHUR AHH
erd & 3fEx foT U= I¢11 Ugdl €, 98 ST WSl ST 8l & foras i er fifes &t
T I 81l B1 3FTR SHSP! 11 4§ fSUTSS I a1 1Y, <t a1 f&a1 S,
TIRGSIYN 947 T SIQ, ol @ &1 3fR 31} 9 fadetivn & IR & 947 X8 o, fAwaii
1 AT FIIT TR <1 2...(FIH)...

i} T FRITE : 9-¥C¥A B 91 FE IR B
5.00.P.M.
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TR, d1q?Te TR, Rt AL (FIYTH). ..
oY SuwHTafcr : s7 TIRON wid I, 31y Fiferg)
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sft Sumumfy ;. &1, 981, 39 B AT ey AERar R gl forgex w9
QRTTL...(aEm). .

it I AR WG : 36T WY, Igd-98d g1 | AU 31 dlei BT AT T,
AT H2 HIE BIFTY, 3 A1 3T gl 2

Y SuRrHTafa : 31T QAT WS, A S DI B T8l gsdl, Fidh MMTHI maximum
<1 fear i g1 #ft ariRoft wia <, aiferg

SHRI TARINI KANTA ROY (West Bengal): Thank you, Mr. Deputy
Chairman. Sir, | rise to support this Railway Budget with some reservations.
Sir, this year the Minister for Railways has placed a Budget with specific
direction and the direction is privatisation of Railways. He declared that the
Railways have constituted a Public-Private Partnership Cell since Railways
want many more PPP schemes.

Sir, | do not know whether Laluji still remembers his speech dated
September 10, 2004, when he had said that he would rather quit than allow
privatisation in Railways. He further said that private sector would not meet
the aspirations of people at large if the Railways were privatised, as the cost
of operation and services would increase manifold. Sir, according to a recent
PTI report dated January 6, 2007, the Railway Minister has said that the
Indian Railways was in profit and he would never allow anyone to privatise
this organisation. Sir, the same Laluiji, in his Budget speech this year, proudly
declared that the Railways have leased out catering and parcel services,
invited private investment in wagon investment scheme, awarded licence to
private parties for running container trains even when the turnover of the
Container Corporation of India Limited is Rs. 2,489 crores and the net profit is
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Rs. 334 crores in 2006-07.

Sir, | recall that IRCTC in its 2000 Business Plan had declared that it
would engage a consultant to prepare a plan for privatisation. That was
during the NDA period. People of India refused to accept the policies of
outsourcing of the NDA Government and brought the UPA Government in
power. But, unfortunately, Laluji preferred to carry on the legacy of NDA in
his current Budget proposal.

Sir, the result of recently concluded Assembly elections is a warning from
the people. Can | ask, whether the Indian Railways is going to lose its
monolithic character which it has been carrying since pre-Independence. Sir,
like last year, this year too, there has been no increase in train fares. Over
and above, a further reduction of Re. 1 in daily ticket fare has been
announced. This is welcome. But, Sir, at the same time, | am afraid that Laluiji
will definitely find out other ways and means to increase the earning of the
Railways, as was done last year by renaming a number of trains as super-
fast, increasing the charges for cancellation of tickets and increasing the fee
for Tatkal reservation. Sir, | request the hon. Minister to let this House know
how much the Railways have earned during 2005-06 on this account.
Besides, technological advancement has not been reflected in the super-fast
trains, which continue to run at a speed of 55 kilometres per hour. Express
trains were upgraded to super fast trains, but there is no change in the time-
table which means it takes the same time as it took earlier to cover the
distance. And still, passengers are being made to pay higher for the ticket,
which defies logic. Sir, this Budget clearly could not live up to our
expectations. In the previous Budget, 57 new trains were allocated, apart
from extension of 37 train routes. This year, the number has come down to 32
and 23 respectively. And the Budget documents also reveal that despite last
year's announcement, 10 new trains were not introduced, while extention was
not done for 8 trains. | would like to know the cause and the time-frame for
introduction of those trains.

Sir, the Railways have succeeded in increasing freight, but the same is not
the case with coach and locomotive. Instead of setting up new units, the
maximum utilization of the existing manufacturing units should have been the
target. Sir, the Railway Minister has given some cosmetic touches to his
Budget speech. He has proposed to increase the number of unreserved
coaches in all trains, excepting fully AC trains and
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Jana Shatabadi Express. He has also proposed to raise the capacity of
sleeper coaches from 72 to 84, AC chair car from 67 to 102. AC3-tier from 64
to 81, AC2-tier from 46 to 48 and AC 1 from 18-22. These proposals are
welcome, but, at the same time, to implement them, the length of the existing
platforms will have to be extended. | do not know how it will be made. Again,
in almost all long distance trains, already passengers of 3-tier sleeper, AC
coaches and unreserved coaches face long queue before the toilet, and there
is inadequate supply of water. So, increasing berths and seats would make it
an acute problems, and | believe, Laluji will also take care of these problems.

At the same time, Sir, we have seen in the Railways, passenger earnings
have been increased. The target of the passengers earnings for this year is
Rs. 20075 crores, which is higher by Rs. 2675 crores than the last year's
earning. But, in case of passenger amenities, | do not know what additional
facilities were provided to the passengers during this time because the
Railways have announced the last year as the year of customer service with a
smile. But, our experience is, when we travel by a train, especially, | am
talking about Guwahati Rajdhani, we see the quality of bed-rolls becoming
worse, pilloues becoming smaller, and at the same time, the quality of food
has also gone down when the price of food has increased. It should be taken
care of.

Sir, the hon. Minister for Railways, in his Budget speech said, "Railway
safety is our prime concern", and | hope, he will appreciate that the track
renewals, level crossings and bridge works are important components of
safety.

2006-07 is the last year of the 10th Five Year Plan, and here, we see the
Railways failing to achieve its target. The target for new lines under the 10th
Five Year Plan was 1310 kms., and the likely achievement is projected to be
945 kms, resulting in 365 kms. shortfall. Similarly, the doubling target was set
at 1575 kms. and 1363 kms. is the likely achievement, which mean, the
shortfall will be 212 kms. Even worse is the case with EMUs. The target for
the 10th Plan was 1965 EMUs, and only 869 EMUs is the achievement. In
case of gauge conversion, we see that the allocation of Rs. 1,300 crores was
increased to Rs. 1,901 crores in the Revised Estimates, the target was
increased from 1100 kms. to 1225 kms. Unfortunately, the actual
achievement, at the end of December, 2006, was just 548 kms.
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Sir, in track renewals also, the budgetary allotment was Rs. 2,922 crores.
At the end, it was increased to Rs. 3,418 crores. But the target of 4,000 kms,
remained the same. | do not know what is the cause behind it.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude now.
SHRI TARINI KANTA ROY: Sir, | am concluding.

| am coming to my own constituency area. Sir, | have seen that the
Railway Minister addressed the safety issue in the other House, while
answering Unstarred Question No. 1466, on 30.11.2006. But, since then, we
had seen Belakoda incident in West Bengal and the terrorist attack on the
Samjhauta Express near Panipat.

Sir, | am sorry to point out that a huge quantity of Railways land remains
unused for decades. The State Governments which have given lands, free of
cost, to the Railways are demanding to use those vacant land stretches
according to their needs, but the Railway Ministry has not agreed to this
proposal. | think, the Railway Ministry will think about this matter.

Sir, West Bengal has been neglected in the matter of introducing new
trains this year. Only one new train has been introduced between Howrah and
Rampurhat. | am shocked to note that only Rs. 55 crores have been allotted
for the New Mainaguri-Jogighopa line, which is scheduled to be completed by
2011-12.1 am afraid, it will take more than 15 years if so little allocation is
made for this important line. As per the discussion and announcement, in a
meeting held in November, 2005, at the Zonal Headquarters level, of NF
Railway, the New Cooch Behar to Dhubri new line should be open for running
of trains by the end of this year. | hope for timely implementation. (Time Belt)
Sir, | want to make two or three points more. At the same time, | have put this
demand several times that from New Jalpaiguri to New Alipurduar via New
Cooch Behar, the main line should be doubled. But in the Budget proposals,
nothing is mentioned about this.

At the end, Sir, | have raised, several times, the issue about the Haldibari-
Mekhliganj-Changrabandha new project for which a survey was announced in
the 2005-06 Budget. But, in this regard, not a single word is mentioned In the
Budget speech. | would like to know the reason behind for not
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mentioning about daily running of train from New Cooch Behar to Sealdah,
which was announced by the then. Railway Minister, Mr. Nitish Kumar.

Gauge conversion works of North-East Frontier Railway zone should be
expedited and the Ministry should speed up the work for the Alipurduar
junction to Bamanhat line to be completed by the end of this year.

Sir, | am concluding with the assurances that are given, but the question is
whether the promises are kept. Two years ago, we welcomed an assurance
from the Railway Minister regarding granting licence to Railway hawkers. | am
sorry to point out that the said assurance is yet to be fulfiled. The issue of
commission vendors also failed to get the attention it deserved. Besides, all
licensed porters should be absorbed in permanent employment through a
process, and Supreme Court orders for absorption of workers formerly
engaged in coal and ash and parcel handling work under contractors should
be implemented.

Sir, from the very beginning, | tried to make some constructive criticism of
the Railway Budget, 2007-08.1 hope that the hon. Minister, Laluji, will give due
importance to the demands of the common people and will take corrective
steps in his reply. With this, | conclude, Sir.

SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA (Andhra Pradesh): Thank you very much, Sir, for
giving me an opportunity to speak on the Railway Budget presented for the
first year of the Eleventh Five-year Plan by the Railway Minister. This is a
political Budget presented by the UPA Government due to the jolt it has got
from the recent setbacks in Punjab and Uttarakhand. | am saying it is as
political, because the Budget is sharp in its short-term money making,
moderate in medium-term strategy but very weak in long-term vision. This
becomes clear if you look, for example, at the freight rates. In the Railway
Budget, the Railways restructured its freight rates. While for users this means
an increase in rates; the rates by themselves have not risen. The Minister
himself has cleverly manoeuvred it from one classification to another
classification which has pushed the rates higher. For example in 2004, the
cost of transporting urea was Rs. 322 per tonne for 600 kms. This rose by 33
per cent, that is, to Rs. 430, in 2006. Or, take foodgrains, where railway
earnings rose by 17 per cent between 2005-06 and 2006-07 from 56.33 paise
per net tonne kilometre to 66.38 parse per net tonne kilometre. So, in real
sense, the price of transporting goods by train has gone up.
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This Budget is absolutely silent about investments. It is good that there is a
proposal for dedicated freight corridor with an investment of Rs. 60,000
crores, apart from building high-density networks, new electric loco works at
Madhepura and the wagon bogie complex at Dalmia Nagar. You need Rs.
60,000 crores for a new corridor and the Minister is harping on PPR As we
know, when stakes are in thousands of crores of rupees, factors like long-term
viability, user charges, management control, fiscal incentives, speed of
operations, return on investments come in, as these are not Rs. 50 lakh or Rs.
5 crore PPPs which the Railways has successfully implemented in catering
services, The other point is, the world over, now, private sector is not too
enthused about investing in ground infrastructure, as it just does not pay
enough. So, how is the Minister planning to pool resources for this ambitious
project? Nothing has been clearly said about this in the Budget.

Sir, last year the Minister introduced double stack container trains on
diesel route, ow, he is introducing triple stack container trains without taking
steps to sustain the axle-load factor. This may prove to be disastrous for the
railways. Moreover, increased axle-load on account of a rise in the volume of
traffic is violation of recommendations made by safety committees, as it
compromises on safety and damage to the track. So, what is the reply of the
Ministry to this? And, on the one hand, the successive Railway Ministers have
been saying that they would not privatize any wing of Railways but, on the
other hand, they are going ahead with privatization, giving the least
importance to opposition from some of the major partners of UPA. You have
already outsourced passenger reservation system, parcels, catering services,
retiring rooms and yatri niwas. You have pushed container service to PPP by
issuing 15 licences so far. And, now, you are inviting private partners for
construction of dedicated corridors. My only plea is that it should be in the
interest of the Railways, its employees and the nation, and not at the cost of
these.

Sir, 1, now, come to infrastructure. The Ministry is only looking at the
volume and earning, .but not looking at improving, at least, the basic
infrastructure of the Railways. | just wish to give one or two examples. For
more than three years, the Railways is dragging on equipping trains with Anti-
Collision Devices to prevent accidents. The other basic important
infrastructure is track. For everything we compare ourselves with China, it
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is always good that one should compare himself with the one who is better. In
early 90s, China had only 58,000 kilometres of route track whereas we had
62,000 kilometres of route track. Now, China has 75,000 kilometres of route
track and we are having 63,000 kilometres of route track. If you calculate,
China has a 24 per cent growth rate to India's dismal one per cent. And, we
are introducing more trains than China every year. Never in the history of
Indian Railways has it ever laid 2,000 kilometres of broad gauge in one year!
How can you expect us to believe when the Railways say that it would lay
3,000 kms. next year, which is 300 per cent higher than China? It is nothing
but misguiding the country, this august House and the people. The other point
is, you have increased the number of coaches so as to carry more number of
passengers, to earn more. But, have you every thought of their convenience?
Sir, now, the trains have 26 to 28 coaches. Since the platforms at bigger
stations are longer, there is no problem for passengers to get down and
board, as these platforms are able to cover the entire train. But, at medium
and smaller stations, some coaches of these longer trains stop before
reaching the platform and some coaches stop after the platform. As a result,
passengers have to get down on the track which is a Herculean task for
passengers. So, before taking initiative, at least the basic infrastructure should
be developed so that passengers do not face any problem.

I,now, come to safety and security. Sir, the less | speak about safety and
security the better it would be. The bomb blasts in suburban trains in July,
2006, and February 18 Samjhauta Express fire accident remind us again
about the safety and security of the Indian Railways. The Minister has
allocated Rs. 5,500 crores only for the railway safety but nothing has been
mentioned as to how much he is going to earmark for security. The Samjhauta
fire accident is a big jolt to us. One of the main reasons for higher death toll in
this accident is failure on the part of the driver as he stopped the train after 15
minutes of blasts and that too only after he was alerted by the Station Master
at Diwana. It is also surprising how even the guard has not intimated the driver
about the accident. The report says that the guard and the driver did not even
have a walkie-talkie. | would like to know from the hon. Minister whether it is
true. If yes, what are the reasons behind this? Why have you not provided
them with walkie-talkie? Is it not a fact that Railways proposed to provide
walkie-talkies to all drivers,
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station masters and guards as part of its security measures? Is it also true
that guards and drivers of some trains do not have walkie-talkies? If yes, the
reasons may be given and by when the Railways would provide handsets to
all drivers and guards. The next point | wish to know from the hon. Minister is
whether it is true that without valid passport and visa, tickets were issued to
four to six passengers. If yes, what action have you taken against the officials
concerned? The next point | wish to know from the hon. Minister is, is it true
that on 3rd February, 2007, the Old Delhi Railway Station Master received a
letter warning that blasts and terrorist strikes would be carried out in trains
that start from Old Delhi Railway Station? If yes, what additional security
measures have been taken by the Railways, in coordination with Delhi Police,
to avert this accident? If not, what are the reasons behind not taking any
special measures in spite of getting a threat letter? Sir, the Minister said in his
Budget Speech and | quote, "In addition, equipments like CCTV and smart
video cameras have been installed at sensitive stations." Sir, there are 18
CCTV cameras installed at the old Delhi Railway Station. But, there is not
even a single CCTV camera on platform No. 6 from where Samjhauta
express departs. Is it not a sensitive platform? So, | request him to be more
attentive and provide the latest gadgets at all the important stations.

The other important point on safety is coaches. The Indian Railway
coaches are the most inflammable coaches in the world. And, the
inflammable interiors of our coaches adds fuel to fire. The Railways has been
working for quite sometime now to replace the inflammable coaches with fire-
retardant coaches. This proposal has been gathering dust in the Rail
Bhawan. Sir, | just give you an example of how sincere the Railways is
towards the safety of passengers. The Railways entered into an agreement
with the French National Railways, SNCF, to manufacture fire-retardant
coaches which helps in slowing down fire, reduces toxicity that emanates
from fire and gives passengers time to escape. The validity of this agreement,
due to callous and casual approach of the Railways, has expired recently. |
wish to know from the hon. Minister what are the reasons behind this? Who is
responsible for this? Why is the Railways so casual on this which is meant for
improving the efficiency and saving the lives of the people?

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF P.J. KURIEN) in the Chair]
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You may have any number of gadgets for the security of Railways, but if
you do not have the personnel to operate them, they all become redudant.
Just to give an example, there are 8,000 vacancies in the RPF. How can any
one expect, with these many vacancies, particularly in the area of security,
foolproof security of one of the world's largest railway network? So, | request
the hon. Minister to have a time-bound plan and fill the vacancies
immediately. The Minister said that he has allocated Rs. 5,500 crores for
safety. But the statistics give a different picture. In 2004-05, there were 234
accidents. In 2005-06, there were 236 accidents, and according to unofficial
reports, in 2006-07, they have gone up to 250. The same is the case with
people who have been killed in accidents. The graph is going up. In 2004-05,
236 people were killed. In 2005-06, 315 people died, which includes 168
passengers. In 2006-07, the figure touched 350. So, where is all the money
going? | only ask the Minister to have introspection about safety and security
of Indian Railways.

Sir, | now come to electrification which is very important to achieve
modernization of our Raiiways. Out of total 63,500 kms, we could electrify, in
the last 60 years, only 18,000 kms. Nothing has been mentioned about .how
many kms. are going to be electrified in 2007-08. Now even a single kilometer
has been taken up in the State of Andhra Pradesh.

Expansion of Railway network is an important thing, since Indian Railways
is the cheapest mode of transportation in the country. Here, we are far better
than China, where majority of its network is concentrated on the Western
side. And, Indian Railway's track density is far better than China. China has
55.3 km per million as compared to 63.2 km. in India. Of the 63,000 km.,
16,000 km. is yet to be converted into broad gauge and there is also a need
to take up important sections so as to provide the cheapest mode of transport
to our people. So, | request the Minister to take up projects of new lines,
gauge conversion and doubling and meet the aspirations of the people.

Sir, I, now, wish to say something about my State which is for the third
time unlucky. This time also 'Lalu train' did not stop at the Andhra Pradesh
station. You may say that | am saying this because | am in the Opposition. It
is not correct. Even the Andhra Pradesh Government is not happy with the
Railway Budget. In fact, the Andhra Pradesh Government, ruled by the
Congress (i) party, passed a Resolution in the State Assembly about
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the neglect of the State in the successive Railway Budget and passed a
unanimous Resolution. An all-party delegation also met the Prime Minister to
express the feelings of the people of Andhra Pradesh that it had been
neglected year in, year out. We had also submitted a Memorandum to the
Prime Minister. | request the Minister to kindly consider the demands of
Andhra Pradesh which are justified. Sir, Andhra Pradesh, next to Uttar
Pradesh, is having the second largest broad gauge railway network to the
extent of 4,890 kms. And, the South Central Railway, as a whole, has the
third largest rail network among all the Zones. Even if you take the profit of
around Rs. 45,000 crores income in 2006-07, the South Central Railway's
share is Rs. 3,100 crores. it is nearly seven per cent of the total income. This
year, the Railways is going to get Rs. 20,000 crores as profit. if you calculate
proportionately, the South Central Railway should get 7 per cent as its share,
which comes to Rs. 1350 crores. But, what we have got in this Budget is not
even 40 per cent of what the South Central Railway is contributing to the
Railway's profits. Sir, we are not bagging. We are not making any unjustified
demands. We are not giving losses to Railways. In fact, we are earning
money for Railways. The Bhadrachalam-Kovvuru and the Nadikudi-
Srikalahasti lines are pending for years together and screaming for funds.
Nothing has been provided to these, including for Phase Il of MMTS. What
we have got in the successive Railway Budgets is nothing but neglect. Mr.
Minister, you have extended Secunderabad-Vijayawada up to Guntur. How
do you expect people to travel by this train which takes longer time and goes
roundabout than the other trains from Secunderabad?

In this Budget, Andhra Pradesh has been given only one Garib Rath; two
trains have been extended, only one train's frequency has been increased
and only one line stretch, Jaggayyapeta-Mellacheruvu, has been identified for
new line. Only one gauge conversion, Adilabad-Mudkhed, is proposed to be
taken up. How far is it justified? Hence, | request the hon. Minister to kindly
consider favourably the memorandum submitted by us to the Prime Minister
and also the 13 proposals submitted by the Government of Andhra Pradesh. |
am thankful to the hon Minister for allocating Rs. 85 crores for Pakala-
Dharmavaram gauge conversion. At the same time, | request him to consider
releasing the remaining Rs. 191 crores so that this project could be
completed as it will generate more revenue since it has more traffic.
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Along with these, Sir, | have a few more requests for your kind
consideration. Sir, there is a push-and-pull train between Bangalore and
Bangarupet. | request you to Kindly extend it up to Kuppam which is a very
important place and there are many colleges, including a medical college. So,
| request you to kindly extend this up to Kuppam. Next is, | request for the
stoppage of the Madurai-Manmad Express and the Yashwantpur-Howrah
Express at the Chittoor Station. | also request you to kindly extend the
Padmavathi Express up to Chittoor. Then, electrification of Renigunta and
Katpadi is going on at a snail's pace. Kindly provide sufficient resources to
complete it in this financial year itself because in the absence of electrification,
many trains are not able to ply on this route. Sir, there is a proposal to have a
circular train to cover all the important pilgrim and tourist places in South
India. | don't know what has happened to that proposal. | request the hon.
Minister to consider this proposal also. (Time-bell) | will take two more
minutes, Sir. The Railways are also proposing to set up 1,000 MW power
project to meet its energy requirements. | request you to kindly set up that
plant in Andhra Pradesh since it has got the necessary infrastructure. Sir, bio-
diesel is one more area where Railways are doing something. Thousands of
hectares of unused land that Railways have should be optimally utilized by
planting more and more Jetropha plants and bio-diesel can be used to
meeting its own energy needs. Hence, | request for planting of more and more
bio-diesel plants in the wastelands of Railways.

Without speaking about passenger amenities, #31 &= SIS FERT BT Sir,
| wholeheartdly welcome the move to reserve lower berths for senior citizens
and women above 45 years of age. But, he has put a rider to it that if they
travel alone, only then they are entitled for lower berths. Sir, | think, this is not
fair. When you want to give, faa @ieidx <177 | So, my request is to remove
this tab. It is good that the Railway Minister announced 1250 new coaches for
the physically challenged. But, if you look at the basic amenities for them, they
are miniscule. You have only one wheelchair at the New Delhi Railway
Station. The other three are not working. The first point is that, with great
difficulty, you get a wheelchair at the stations. The problem starts from then
on. It starts from the coolie who demands a hefty amount. In the absence of
ramps, the only way these passengers can reach the train is through the route
taken to load goods and baggage which can take any amount of time and,
moreover, the route is
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uncomfortable and dangerous as it entails even crossing the railway tracks.
So, | sincerely request the hon. Minister to provide, at least, basic facilities to
the physically challenged people. Sir, as far as cleanliness of Railways is
concerned, be it at the stations, in trains, or at the platforms, we have to do a
lot.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. KURIEN): Please conclude.

SHRIMATI N. P. DURGA: With littered platforms, shabby tracks, filthy and
stinking toilets, stray vendors, lack of hygiene in pantry cars it is horrible for a
passenger to travel in train. So, | would only urge that utmost attention needs
to be paid to cleanliness. It is good that the Minister has announced that he
would take up another 300 stations this year and improve amenities at these
stations and | also welcome the announcement declaring the year 2007 the
'Cleanliness Year'.l hope that things would improve this year | wish to know
how many of the 225 stations are going to be provided with all the amenities
in Andhra Pradesh and the number of stations going to be covered out of the
proposed 300 stations in 2007-08.

So, Sir, these are some of the views which | thought that | should share
with the hon. Railway Minister and urge him to sympathetically consider the
requests made by me for the State of Andhra Pradesh. | once again request
you, Sir, for having given me an opportunity to take part in the discussion on
the Railway Budget for 200708. Thank you.

it HeTST R8T (STR U< ) : STHHIEIE FE16 Y, AT Gl ¥l Fole UR 39+ fIaR
Uehe PRI DI ITFAN &I, 59 [y Iga-98d g=gare| Heled, aaa Xl 941 off 7 I8
AT ¥ FoIC YA 15T & MR Yo QAT el T goic U [T 8, Sl fwa 3§ vapet
fRI=vT & ST T TST Yol WUMTell 81 SHH T 64 B9TR fhailHIer ofw g arefl Nl
ATT &, 39 4 G 66 BOTR 337 HTel fS 7, 37T 858 BT MR 8025 YT $oT9 2T 14
G Vel BHART B $HBT IR B Siia IG@T &l 3¢ o ffredifh Tal 81| &9 I8
HT Ahd ol [ AMYRYT S b il Fad TST AERYA a1 R B DI IR
T2 ST Fapar &, A1 X 39T &1 IR 51 1 bl 81 9RT & s J sffgaa
R ¥l BT & 3R 94 9P IR H Fa! Felell 8, 9P goic & IR § o1d a1l dl el 8,
AT @HIfI® Y A 1T & foF 39 997C & JIH R & 36, S P 3} BIs v4r
foear a1 9! T8l &, O T &l AW I 59d IR | 9aiuR far 7 fear
BT 3R 39 TR =41 Feial] & 3R S BIs 91d §eTs STl 8,
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A1 SHB! AT & HY H el o1 A1y, SHBI 9 HY H o1 A1y {F 8T $9 SR
BT HH & 5 THY 78] 81 AT 3R AT TADBR $HD! GRT (AT ST Ahell 81 37 W0 4 ol
P v H (iTaa w9 A I8 F8 Godl § [$ 9oy 4 59 59 ey H fa=r 8hT, g9
TR B D IR AR A1 FifTad w9 | AR Aol IS9P 3ie% FH1iRd 8 Al 59 89
39 € 9 39 I9IC DI QW ©, A SHP] o © [ Bl 7 Bel AAgAT &, 39 &
AT & IR ¥ gAR IR 7T #f Johan Arrg St 7 et o, #H Swat g T8
PHRAT ATET G ol 1bT H ST SR e A8 § b A7 ¥ #3151 48R & 8 arel
g1 [I8R, IR U9, AIRES IR IR BT Pls VAT &5 T8l 811, b IR 3§ 377
SFBRT el 81 3R H3T S SR Ja? R 999 9 81, 7% avE 4 ¥ &l 92yl [{ioTs
TE & SR o1 AT IR o T B, S oy w0 9 i oieifires & <, S YR ®
T AP TP &3 GRIVT & A7 54 FHR & &7 32 & A1 TRGYR A1 T T &I 2, T
BT A 8, 9 §HAd b SR $HD! b5 AFDR B [HAT AT, IqP AIH A &
B DI BRI B 2, WAl aTehep! b &3 3Tl X8 Y| I TP &A1 A, ST IR T
P e} qeods Bl BT 81 §acids & dR H, H B8 AP g [ I8 YR STl 7@l
eI 2, W9 Fgt N oresT Bfiwed &1, A &1 oreeT &7 ¢ iR ast Xa &1 9
e Sy, a1 [Mivad wu 4 e e a8f oresT 81 Jahdr gl 34l avie 3 ydi
IR QT F iR, TaIft o o A1 7, fd Rram ardt dR w =y, S el 1S
Hex 9T 9 &7 o1 8N & 918 O GIRGRE ¢~ defl, S99 RTell Jearery dferd & €,
I81 I Sl Te1 5l IFP IR H &A1 $I BT Iz 81 § IR IS F HeH H a1
SR HET 5 AR W3 S, N Rl &1 el 81 BHRYR Yol 9 el el 9T §,
BIRYR T el 7, KTl 7 ©, 98 Y1 9 78l <1 o7l 21 98 ¥l 9 $d s ? 3R 4t
FT &7 21 S X 9 e S gY 21 9=l urg-ara W et 2, e forg aer 21 #
AR 5 I &3 H wderr v)1 AR B AP A g8f ¥l B g} [AvTE S Fahell g,
P IR H DIRTR ST ST AT AT 3BT SN ALY, IR0 H HHER Vo gl
off 3R AHER UFAHH FART I STl &Y FRT & fhR IFTRT 814 Y SR 3MR SeqR
TH STl ot AfpT SHD! AYRT A BT faan T 71 H A § o 9% SR 78l gan B
RTO 3R AYRT BT 9 TP A FRIAH BT AM12Y| JeIf SATRTEIE-HYRT H1 fma
AT B, 3R FTEIEIE 3R IRV Bl Siks {1 SITg1 AT+ aRT0MR, SATRETE 3R 7RI
3T 1T, <1 2TIE SATET ST BT, S TG B T8l TS, TR S
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feame ¥ faR frar Sy O SareT Se @ SR 99wl 3R fIER & SareTeR | 99 -
T WX # JISHIR &% g 7 8¢ &1 drerdrar 8, <for § fexmere 8, femamgm §,
ST ¥ AR 3! # Y gY §1 F wHerdt g 5 <% o d1s o v v wreR [E g,
Jirenfirast & 1l 81, T8t SR Ue¥ iR f9ER & <nT \atfie wr § Suae 7 8
8l 391 ) -9 Bl efie J fIaR B &) eI Ha 7, A 7Y, reAqEe o
TGS, ST &, JEAIEIE | PR IRIVRA ST &1, Horrare S &1 < a8t wael U
T AERHAH 2 § 3R a8 oft Hor TIfy & el ®1 a8t 1 foF, N o5 &1 sy < S
21 39% IR § ft faR 891 anfee, gt ff guReRe ¢ B arfdy, Ost iy | gem
Tl ¢ B AIfRY 1fes AT o || freRaTag = # agd | o €, femamag &R
IRIVRA B SireT ARyl femargew-areft favany &R swa! fhar 5 daar
T BT, S Acliare TRIN ol W a1, 8 I ¢ Sl 7, G 9 femamg =+
B g H eI g b -9 € & 3ex g1 B S Fahdll 81 3R SHPI 8] O il
feam <me a gt gfaen & Sie, 99 fFae A A oR 31y fIER Y a1 et srest
BN S99 &1 9§ STR U<¥ Bl b7 H W gU A1 301 Sff R Y a1 9gd i<t
BT f9ER A ¢ et T8 €, 1! Forchl 8, IS SHST AId 7, 73 off SeR &9 Wi §
2 1O T-Bas) aRTord 9§ T <8 oft, S9! BURT o) T T B gH 31S smufa
&I & Afh 3R IRTURA &1 A1 SUTT 36T BTl 39 &1 IR IS & IR # R
P BY, AR ARV efte | STai wdervr &) sraedasd &1, [deror BRI &I a1 B af §
FEIa ¢ fo5 SaTeT IUGTh BT AITER, S geie IR 5T T 7, 98 91 wE € f
I TR BRIS BT BIIST & 31X 39 BRI & forg # At w101 St &t qerg <=1 argan
B e ST STRR 2, ST 31T A1 #3201 Sff 1 379+ 91907 3 BT 1R 37751 71 24T A1
fooeft dew 7 =M s fovan o for oper Aig RUE & iR W= = &at ot fs
fop=man gfg R & FATHT 6T S Fhell 8, &9 30D] Tord Aifdd R 7 81 I8
3reed 91 21 s faft=T Rurcw Tt ot g8 2, i Yot ol ueRal & megfadiavor &
T &, b I ARE BT MY THIHRT TEl 81 U1 8T 51 S A THIBIU &b 7 81 A+
P HRUT R TP W Xt B Y TRY, ol SR DY I B I B B AR,
Ig &1 81 U1 IE €, QeI SHS BRI T Wb gIeht 7, Rt Ried R avg 3 g
IRY, e THTATS &b MYR TR I ot 781 81 U1 & 81 gRomT I8 81 weT § %
B ATHT A SR HHARIT B, AP GATHT HHM & FII-1 S a4 P, I & 3fax
B, qHT & RIRTH BT AT T THTATS &
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SITETR UR MYTHIPHROT BT MY, T8 a1 8l 8T 1 A1 F3AT Sl 7 U A9 H§ U
TR PE1 AT {6 X1 BT 89 U BV BT s [dwg ST T &1 AT el b IBYU BT
I g MY TaIenvoT & MR W AIc¥e TaTeirol H1 IRl & & Teard 8 8 g
Al & AR IAD HRU 81 oidl G DI BH 9T H YR1 PR Gl ©, d8i Ural Bl
TS B §U AT GolTs BT I Ueh 37261 Wy {1101 S Fehdl o

HAeR, 39 THY A1 gals b Il AR 8, baet 977 aTei’y BIaa] ¥ &
SIRY 2 3fR W13 BIa] IS $ STRY| I8 &1 31 a7y 8 S a1eli< el 81 ¥ & SRy
8l, I8 3P T8l Bl 3HD! B4 AR AMS TG-T ST Fhell ©, 3TDI AT B DI
SATITIDHA & 3R TATY § I8 B8 81 g [ S8l 89 AT BT, I 1% b U4 Bl
97 faem H TR 5 RIS 3 89 SN 3 AT o 91 ST PR Wb MR AT &1 AT
Tt ®Y Glaen ue™ % 9, R4 destionation T& ITh! ST &, ST TGRS
B GRI&TT g1 Fh, T YBR &I AT b A 89 MY, I H A1 § b I8 S1aT
JYYH BTN

ST 91 3741 31TS ® & Y fhvy o St 21 @t 718, % S & 6 oA foan
T E, AfeT AR, Y fRIY § 9N T B $ 96 o S Rofdere & ot |
JERII §S 7, Sl Gbs Fa™ & fi-feaR 91, I Rde aoiot § 9ei™l g8 &l &,
A= A1 ¥t fedbe & fpvTy # St 21 o1, <ifhd RS1der arort # qer] &) al
3T I AT B G o1 & 3R a8 W A AT AR H SIIQ, 9gd asT A T8
ST Cancellation charges 3mae @7 9y, $99% fofw ot oimae 3t &1 <A a8
It Cancellation &= % 7T 731, =ToisT 9 U1 G 399 39 TRIb A SHHT foran?
e frae®! ga™ o 752 e a1 oo aTel BT UG Bl 15, Jaen a1 YoHlo B
FA ATl DI UG DI TG, S bear B AdhdT 8, U < DT & HIAST $761 AN P GGIY
Y, A S STRe Bra 7, o gfen @ 718 7, we1 T € 5 59 Y e a1 IR
2 Sl 987 & folu 31esT T2, oifh Sl 9-Rdl fST ¥, S9! AT 781 991s s 2 e
AT fh, AETT AT <1 {991 RYTGeM & ST §, 98 B8f ST, 396! fodl B
DI IMILTHAT 21 AT T GBIV A1 A7 Y <1 o6 g9 fovwra wreT fam &, aifes wRlerd:
B9 fHRIY A SATET I/ 9YA PR [T 21 §H HINUN TR Bl 89 “ TG I I 8 8,
Afp TRIT 2 M B, T8 R Hreiers 81 SHH fhasT o ST YT ? 319 o SHH [dadl
ST 1 YT 311 s clfeb AT “TRIe 2 e}
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ol 3G “TRIg X2 | Usell IR IR BT T, &1 ff 781 991 39 IR 31 FHET § Ugd IR
BT RITEAM? I e g7 I I8 T [IaR &1 v 2l ... (Faum)....

SHRIR. VELU: Four have been started.

i HeRTot fist ;. 1 g B4 e off, 98 89 9T H sHe] WIeR Rl gl
AAfh S STHHRI 84 € fAf= FHIER-T31 & AT ¥ 31R Yord aIs & A9 9 9 i
SR 9w gs o, fh I WIS gUI 319 “TRIg I § TG 3MeHT fha= gt urg,
SITET 3] AT AT 81 Fh, JTAT JAHTSTTP 81 6, Sl TR [S&d &, PId 8, SqD!
AT SITGT &, SHDI TSI ST B ST B

HAIRIAR, AT H3] A1 7 379+ HIY0T & SIRT T 9ioll IR 981 SR {37 o1 Jfdem 3k
GRET| HIYOT S §HY Sa 1+ $HeT AT fdh 131 Bl 89 Jfaem Ue™ o I8 21 T3 GRIga
U U [T BRI PR & & AR A1 -1 I8 A BT b ST PRI$ AT Feid 8 9000
ST H, 1 S PRIS AT DI 8F H¥ GREAT Y& B Ghdl & I8 a1d W1 Hel A1l offdp
AIIAR, N o T T aTel 81 TA! I8 3TIHE BRP del b 89 IR &, 3R T8
JGHT PP 8| ol AT IRAR H 1 ITB S 91 81 & b e g8 a9« 37T, 3R
I Al I8 7 B I8l & b TR AT 81 SQ?

31T 31 THR B TG 81 I8 7, AdHaral geg 8t W&l &1 faeg & syt
<=1 A |l 518 Nl T AR g1 Sl IS T &1 R B 8 3R P MR T
STTcraTe T3 Bl A H eI Fherdl Y U< &l 81 TR F&T IR Jer &H 81T,
Y 91 TE 81 EAR A S veee § W 9 @iy U 2 iR veee § S6 g1 A
glas faftafiemcy & aed amax ST y&ed &7 o1 Wkad &1 S ardt | iR
FHTIRTAT P HIEFH | VAT S GAT 81 el b Jae § W1 9 AT TS, I8 A
SR B T8l 3fdeardl geATd 1 I €, fAwwed i v € e swelid) vam |
SR & 3feR el gl 81, a18 Gws W ¢ & ey 99 e §Q 81 18 qHsidl
IS W 99 e ol 81 918 JEHGEIS § o 3 §° dllee g3l 81, 3dh Uil e
HET 8, R A8 H 81 1 3IR g 3 a1 Bl &1 € 5 IR ) &N 9 B SaeIDB
2187 rcipare favpied gesll ®1 had Udb SgUT T 81 V) 3F7d He &1 31T
Rl & SiER YT 37U+ bl YRIETT HEYR el B X1 &1 379 gia -1 & ggel gerem s
el TSR & 3feT Thall IS TS| I AT 1 AR-UeT 7 iR ST W BT
TR T8 ASTHRT Y TS B T8 21 Yo & AnT oret Wt Bl €, Al ol fed 81 i IR
AT AR 37 TS Aax Ferd &, I |aifde Farfed 8l € ga! YRe & aawer
B BAT? XA F 1 AT AT 2,
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SHD! STTTRD GRET B FILAT BIF BRI? FHD! oIl PR DI SMARIDBT 31 §HSP [olg
ST AR TR BT =T B T3 8 1R Sl I FaRAT B d1d Pl TS &, S 67¢ 3T
Y 67 BOIR TR0 0 THO HHART & 3R R0 W0 THO 1450 2T |, 3700 TF$AT H ST0
3RO 0 & STar RIRIRET Bl Bl T T BOTR o WA WRI™ 81§ 1 89T gl
H BIg GRE DI JaRAT T8 81 HeISd, H I Pl ag & 99 THR P YRemsDb
AT B TS 8, § SAMY s <1 BT HIRTRT HR BT § b 89 3 & IR H FY0ia H
9 Arad 21 ERATS I A AT IR AT F IR H g e fpan g o arh grfga
2| 39Y 441 Il © b gAR1 39 fawn 9 @I &7+ 781 51 q8ley, § I8 den agm
{3 e 9500 ST &1 AT H AT P 8T § Al J3l BT PR o, § AN § [ 599 ol
T BT S 4500 B| PoI T 7130 3R HAGTMeT T4 178 & Sl A SR Ao
detector, Pad 140 &, T4 fARTER SR Baet &l 21 ARATCHT B H oRT I Pad 41
2 olR ga®! Niep A1 Aie sfiaHt gt St =1 ot foar 21 STgdt ool @l Sw=am 190 ©
3R BT aTel A, FTTp! 8121 H ofax gferdd & dRT < &Rl &, 9 detector Bae 1200
g1 7y, o9 39 avE @l AR ¥ A1 39 o o TE &) AhdT 21 39 I Ul AT &
P 9 RreiRE & IR 3 wuran § faerR &= 71fey, Sieford) &R feR o= =nfeul
TRT Q9T JAAM &, IP IR H 59 ISR &feAcs I W fIaR 7 1, I8! W1 a1
21 gefory W Ted |fed 81 <8 21 Xt ge ufed BF @1 984 991 SR I8 7,
SHfoIg AR I de © 6 39 e # ffead v 9 fer e ozl

1969 ¥ STq T IMYHT i Sft vl e o, a1 59 w9y i gRen & an
# Tt g$ ot S U HAST 91 o) 3R gt g Sft & A # U HAct oft, 9
FHC 7 Sl e Fraprarax fean o, ST I8 Per o b Jren o @awen 5 ue
Toifl BT S ARy R & 39 aR # g ARy 5 wan 8 wandn § 8K 39 W,
AR 8191 A1feql RPF 7 W) 39 UHR &1 a1d Hel F {5 Toidl & gRT S9d! BRI
=1V 31F 3P fpd TIb | ARG fha1 STy, GRen 1 Fawen 5| @ e F @t
ST, SH! Q1 U&ll § TR I ARy Teb @1 S terrorist activities T Y81 & 3R AT
3 UBR HD Tl TS, FTRId MR W Vol & 3ex it I ol aren faan s
g, SHIAl STefl IR &, BT 8l 8, SD! IHAH 8 b | 3R 9 &1 d I,
A1 H A § o5 59 o B

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PRO. P.J. KURIEN): Mr Mishra, can you yield
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for a minute? The Finance Minister wants to lay Supplementary Demands for
Grants (General) on the Table.

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS (GENERAL), 2006-07

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI
PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL): Sir, with your permission, | lay on the Table a
Statement (in English and Hindi) showing the Supplementary Demands for
Grants (General) for the year 2006-07 (Third Batch).

THE BUDGET (RAILWAYS), 2007-2008 &
GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION

Approving the Recommendations Contained in the Fifth Report of the
Railway Convention Committee (2004)—Contd.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): How many more minutes
will you take, Mr. Mishra? You have already taken more than twenty minutes.

7t worTe st q31 fopa= qiem anfey?
Syauterer (Mo Mo 9o FRIT ) : T HIH diet g &,1 want you to control

yourself

it HeARTeT fist : 1t AT HAT ST U HI90T & SR el o7 f& geeg &H
8% ©, ol I81 & N 1991 9§ ST |ifeed ge1 frer 8, I94 §1 Sff afids oW, I
TSI P MR IR H Y8 HE AH § [ I8 Fel el 8| X H3T Sl 7 S P MR TR
AT & T gl § HHI g8 © SR a9 2004-05 BT A 0.29 W TEHR 39 dY 0.28
<8 AT 1 FHYRI 4R GEeT 3R MSIT H 31T & B geail ¥ gig g8 2l g9 2004+
2005 H FHURT 9= GEATY 70 off, a9 2005-06 H 75 HESHIV §s, a9 2004-05 H AT &
BT T 10 ff, 2005-06 H FT M &I TS 15 TS, Vol GECARIT H €Tl MR D!
B w1 H W B! gig g 21 TN 2004-05 W ! B W= 50 off, a¥ 2005-06 H FABI
BT AT 168 AT, 2004-05 H TIA DI G&AT 191 T, 2004-05 H =TT BT HEAT 483 2|
AR HAT S 5 S AToT fRaT 8, SHB! 89 0 /I €, cfeh Sil i Y &, S
Yol fauHT &1 TR 4 g 7Y 2, 37 sfids] $ gRT S81 al a1d WS Bicll 21l 3T HH
2, TP W@ B IMGTIRT 2 fF fras grT auaR F4 o gRT 9 B TS
gl § Bl g8 §1 SHB! aEHl A1ey AR gEee
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BT ABA F Y, SHD ITHY FIRAT I BT AMATTHT 7 3R gAY e Hige
R @t S 91 FHE ST 2, A3 Alew RIS F Sfaia agd ar) i os &, 371 +ff
TE BT STERA Tl STAHTEIE ST, A A S 7 el g1 981 1o @ off ok
g Dl AT & vad 7 U=l iR Bielr T8l 8N, 781 O, URY T, dfdT g9 a7
Yo} 3R Plelt IS ol & A1 verd H fdewdr 21 we1 11 {6 e & Rrere 781 8
Pogs H AN A1 AR T i, 31 Pogs A9 81 Y 8 3R wiived & Rremd i 4
BIfSR 81 7Y g1 3 Ryt givond 21 sa1 1 o 5 R @re ok s @ fiffa sue
BT ISUINT BT AR B1N, T S0, Qb I ) e, el T oIl #4%1 de1 & b
ot off =il et 18 off, ST ot BT AMfBY| Ved wiew @) T gl €, I8 §
AT ATET S ST HRA B! ATATIHAT 8, ATAT DI IS1 IRYFAET BIH &, WHH UR
benches &1 &1 H8I& Y, HE1 11 [ [A5THTTT T JRAGTITH I1¢ STV, AT ST
forToT 81 9TT1 200 TCRAT UR 1SS! fASHITT I BT a1 Pl T 8 3R UH-Tab S10
31RO THO & &1 H HH-W-$HH I fISTHIT 991 BT a1 Bl T, lfdh $B Tl gar 2
ey, #i St 7 FET o waraeiad) Sfae erdia S arel < 31Tg 2, S TR @ 38,
I BT AISTIR AT 81 ST AR d S F 2411 § P garedn § 16 Sl g8f vendors &
TE1 BR b AR BT S & b Xl AT ST RIS DI SFATS BRA o, AH ST b S H
& dTel 8, TR S & gRT Y ISl B 81 TRT? AR, H de1 arsdl g (b &=
YT R ST IVRE I & 77 are¥i B ofl <11 X&l §, S¥d! § Ugd 31 3MR o1 Bl
JorTe R IE1 =g | faeell ¥ WR e S & fofy 9y 99 3 I8 24 §9IR ®UY
off, 99 2005 H 28 BSIR 32 WY §s AR 2006 H 2 ARG 40 TIR WU 8l TN AR, T
foreell 7 av 99 3 U8 12 BWIR 360 WYY AT 3R 2005 H 24 BHR 524 HUY 3f1R 2006 H I8 4
ARG 32 BIIR WY B Y AaR, fSigR § e 5[4 giell 1) I8 B 36 |l wuy of,
2005 ¥ 21 IR 600 2t 311X 2006 H 60 FR &1 TN TSl H Pe o4 Fleil o4 Sl IR 99
H 11 B9IR 220 TWIY, 2005 H 34 TSR 260 HIY AR 2006 H 1 R HIY BT T 3refive &
99 ® 18 ESIR 700 HUY, 2005 ¥ 51 TSR 840 WUY 3R 2006 H 1 ARG ®IYY & T
AER, AfE TR 9= ST A ISt STl ST ol ST 1 BR1? 31d AT a1 99 &
IR B &, ATIaR, oI ¥ 20 BOIR BRI W BT GATHT IR T 2, SHST H W
DRAT g, b TRIaT & a1 for alics A * b &, 1 TS 4 3 el ol oig
A 3 3T B JRyem & T IR I Wi B BT @t T 7, SHE At fmar
2, 31R gRem ot

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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e I 3IS integrated f2aTg 1 91 2, 3afery # 9 IoIC @1 M= $Rdl § 3R
YT I FHTS HRAT §| Ig-9g< g=gara]| |

SHRI SILVIUS CONDPAN (Assam): Thank you, Vice-Chairman, Sir, for
having given me this opportunity to take part in the discussion on the Railway
Budget. After a perusal of the Railway Budget, | have come to a conclusion
that our present Railway Minister is one of the very successful Ministers of
Railways | have come across so far. Since my time is very limited | would like
to touch upon certain points. The Railway Budget indicates no increase in
freight. It is very much in favour of common passengers who avail of the train
services. There is a proposal for introducing 40 new trains, including garib
raths. It is a very good news for general people. But it is not a good news for
the people of the North-East. The North-East Region has remained untouched
from this new programme of introducing 40 new trains and new garib raths. |
have also taken note of the programme, in the Budget, regarding fulfilling
backlog of reserved categories. The non-fulfilment of backlog of the reserved
category people has sent a very disappointing message to the people
belonging to this group throughout the country. In every State, and even at the
national level, this backlog has become a problem, which appears to be
unsolvable, But it is a problem which can be solved easily. There is a big
chunk of Indian population, which belongs to the reserved category and who
want this Constitutional obligation to be fulfilled. This is a Constitutional
obligation of this Department. | am happy that the Railway Ministry is taking it
up very seriously in the present Budget, and that they will operate and remove
the backlog position that is there in the Department since 2006-07.

There is also a need for improvement of the security system in view of the
experience that we are having. | am happy that these steps are proposed to
be taken up, and the Railway Ministry is very much serious about it.

| have also come across the point that 800 more coaches are to be
attached in popular trains. | think, this proposal would also cater to the needs
of the people of the North Eastern Region, availing passenger train service. |
do not think there is any indication in the Budget that this will be extended to
the people of the North East, including Assam. Assam is the gateway of the
Railway system in the North East. | think, the Railway Department has not
taken it so seriously. It is my request to the Ministry
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of Railways, particularly, to the Ministers who are present here to kindly take it
seriously. It is also very encouraging for the unemployed, educated people,
who travel from one part of the country to the other to appear for interviews to
make their careers. The Railway Ministry has been very kind enough. It is
very encouraging to note here that a concession system has been proposed
in the Railway Budget this year.

The number of unreserved coaches is to be increased. We have
experience that when people come across, we would like to send them to
their destinations and help them. There is always a reaction from the Railway
Department that unreserved coaches are not sufficient. The unreserved
coaches are not sufficient. | am happy that this time the Budget speaks about
increasing the number of unreserved coaches in the trains.

Sleeper class e-ticket charge has been reduced from Rs. 25 to Rs. 15.1
congratulate the Railway Ministry for thinking about this because this
reservation system is being very popularly availed of by the people, and if
they reduce the charges from Rs. 25 to Rs. 15, it will be more helpful for
them.

[MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.]

Now, | come to introduction of new trains. This has been proposed and it is
very much encouraging. But, this proposal also is not reaching the people of
the North Eastern area. As | come from that side, we do not have any good
news to give them through this Railway Budget that there are plans from the
Railway Department to introduce new trains. Even in regard to conversion of
gauges, there are a lot of areas-Sir, you must have also visited the North
East-still left with metre gauge. They have not yet been converted into broad
gauge. The North Eastern area, particularly, the State of Assam, which is the
gateway of North East, does not have enough of gauge conversions as it
should have been by this time. Now, | come to the Chair Car system. | have
travelled to different parts of the country after becoming the Member of
Parliament. As regards the Chair Car system, | request the Railway Minister-
Centering Guwahati railway station-to think about introducing Chair Car
system, at least, between Guwahati railway station and Tin Sukhia railway
station. That is another important city and the trade and commerce centre in
the Eastern part of Assam, almost bordering Arunachal Pradesh and
Myanmar. This kind of
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a system will help in the conception that the Government of India has looked
at East-West corridor to extend the business. The Railways should also
extend to the East-West corridor, not by air or by road. | hope the Railway
Ministry will think about it.

| have seen that there is a provision in the Budget for disabled persons, or,
old persons so that they could travel in the train without any trouble, so that
they could get their reservation, compartment, etc. It is always advisable.
Some of our Members have already submitted that there should be a
provision to allot these people at least, the lower berths. If old people, the
disabled people get reservation, they cannot climb up. If possible, the Railway
Ministry should make the compartment inside in such a way that they would
have no problem in sitting. To climb up, somebody will have to push them up.
So, it becomes very difficult for the people who attend them. They themselves
face this difficulty when they do not get this facility.

Sir, my next submission is that the Railway Ministry should concentrate on
guaranteeing timely running of trains. My friends who spoke before me have
already mentioned—I come from the North East and my friends who are there
would also share with me—that trains in the North East area never run as per
schedule. There is no guarantee of trains running on time. Though you are
giving train services, services are such that trains are always six hours, seven
hours behind schedule. This may kindly be taken note of. Why is it so? There
may be some plea from some officers of that side that this is because it is the
North-East, because it is an extremist-prone area. All these are lame
excuses. If they want to run trains, they should run trains on time. There is no
difficulty. Of course, some problems may crop up during the rainy season,
during flood situation, etc., and, that too also for a month or two; otherwise,
the topography is not a disturbance for the trains to run too much behind
schedule. So, time guarantee should be there. | am happy that in the Budget,
a mention has been made by the Railway Ministry about this point; that is
why, | am mentioning this. It is good that the Railway Ministry has come
across and they are very serious about it and they will improve the time-
guarantee programme. This should be guaranteed. In our North East area,
most of the consignments of essential and other commodities are transported
by road system. This system appears to be faster than the Railways. | don't
find any difficulty as to why railway cannot be faster than the road system. It is
very difficult to understand for the general
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public. We people are accountable to our voters, and those who have sent us.
We are accountable to them. They ask us: Can't you make the Railway
Ministry run on time or a little faster than the road system, which is very much
possible? So, | request the Railway Minister to see that this is taken up
seriously in the interest of the public and also for the good name of the
Railway System. There are indications in the Budget that the Railways are
going to see that there is no wastage of the Railway property. They have said
that no wastage of the railway property is allowed to be continued. There is
wastage of Railway property in different ways. It is being wasted in so many
ways. | have no time to mention them. But it is there in the Budget. | hope the
Railway Ministry has really understood the problem and their employees
down at the grassroot level who are responsible to really carry out the desire
of the Railway Ministry and the Railway Board will see to it that there is no
wastage of the Railway property. They are responsible to protect the wastage
of Railway properties. It is done by encroachment or by simply allowing the
waste to decay in the track system or in the siding and allow theft or other
things. So, all these things have been taken care of in the Railways Budget. |
am happy that the Railway Budget has been prepared by the Railway Ministry
in consultation with the officers of the Railway Department. Through their
proposed Budget proposals and programmes, | wish them that they would
really improve the Railway system during the year 2007-08 and make the rail
travel much more comfortable for its passengers.

Now, | come to the development of the Railway system in the North-
Eastern areas. The North-Eastern area is rich in mineral products. It is rich in
agro-industrial products like tea. Right from the pre-Independence period, the
Britishers...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Condpan, you have to conclude.

SHRI SILVIUS CONDPAN: Sir, | am concluding within two minutes. The
Britishers installed single-track railway system. During British regime, the
single-track was laid up to Ledo, the coal belt, beyond the oil field of Assam.
They used to bring tea, coal, petroleum outside the undivided Assam, which is
today known as North-East. Sir, | do not know why the Railway Minister has
not thought of introducing the double track system on this single railway track
system. | do not know why they are delaying it. The double track system has
reached up to Alipurduar. Up to Alipurduar,

338



[12 March, 2007] RAJYA SABHA

they have a double track system. They have not thought of going beyond that.
When the whole nation is thinking of the East-West Corridor and the South-
East Asia is opening up, the Railways are still not thinking of opening up. |
think, today or tomorrow you have to do it. You have to parallely reach the
East-West line till you reach the international border, It has to be started.

Now, Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, you will be surprised to hear that till today
up to Alipurduar, i.e., outside North-East, the double track system it there.
Today it is essential to have it. In 1962, there was Chinese aggression. Till
today, it has not been done. We are a bordering State, the bordering area of
the country. The Railway had played a very big role during 1962, Chinese
aggressin. When | was one of the Railway employees in 1962, | remember
the Railways played a vital role. They completed the Saraighat Bridge, the
only bridge that was there, which was going to come up under the leadership
of the then Jagjiwan Ram and late Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. They
finished the construction of the bridge within three-and-a-half-years' time
which was supposed to be completed in four year's time. Unfortunately, six
months ago, there was the Chinese aggression and the whole military
movement was there above the Saraighat bridge which was yet to be
inaugurated formally. So things are there and we have seen it. So, | request
the Railway Ministry to see that Bogibil bridge, the proposed Bogibil bridge
over the river Brahmaputra, which is taking a lot of time in completion, is
completed on priority basis. | do not know whether you are making it a general
project or a national project. | have read in the speech of the Finance Minister
—in Item 75 | have read it; it has been mentioned there—that in Bihar over
river Ganga, there is bridge which has been declared as a national project. It
was said that it had been decided the Bogibill bridge on River Brahmaputra
shall be taken up as a National Project. This sends a very sad message to the
people of the North-East.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Condpan, please conclude. Another three
Members have to speak.

SHRI SILVIUS CONDPAN: Sir, | wish to correct certain things.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is all right. But another three Members
have to speak. Please conclude.
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SHRI SILVIUS CONDPAN: Sir, this needs to be corrected. | have heard
that this is going to be declared as a National Project. This had been assured.
| have been in this House for three years and | am yet to hear that it has been
declared as a National Project. This is being discriminatory to the people of
the North-East. This situation needs to be improved.

Sir, the other point | wish to make is, we have been insisting for an
overnight superfast train between Howrah and Guwahati. It may kindly be
examined.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Condpan, you said that you would
conclude but you are continuing.

SHRI SILVIUS CONDPAN: Sir, my last point is regarding appointment to
Group C and D posts. My friends from Tripura and West Bengal have spoken
about it. There is great discontentment among the people of the North-East
that even for Group C and D posts, people from outside the North-East have
been appointed. That is all right. | don't say they should not be given
employment. But there should be some policy, some measure, to ensure that
the small and petty jobs are offered to the local people also, so that they feel a
sense of belonging with the Railways and they are taken care of.

SHRI MATILAL SARKAR (Tripura): Sir, at the outset, | applaud the hon.
Railway Minister and the Ministers of State for having declared three projects
in the North-East as National Projects. It is a matter of great happiness and |
carry a sense of gratitude to the hon. Ministers. But, at the same time, | am
very sorry to say that the agony of the North-East has been underplayed and
has not been properly attended to.

Sir, | share the views expressed by hon. Member, Shri Condpan. | would
like to mention here that lakhs of people of Tripura were on the streets for a
month-long demonstration in demand of extension of the National Project from
Agartala to Sabrum, but the Budget has quite frustrated their aspirations. |
would like to reiterate the demand of the people of Tripura and would request
the hon. Minister to revisit the Budget and try to incorporate these demands in
the Budget. | would like to hear it out when the hon. Minister makes his reply.

Now, why is this important? This is important because of three reasons.
Why did | say that the agony of the North-East is underplayed? Actually, the
North-East region is not well-established in the minds of many of
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those in the UPA Government. And, this is so not only in this Government but
in the previous Government also. Sir, the North-Eastern region is surrounded
by neighbouring countries. Ninety-eight per cent of the boundary of North-
Eastern States is alongwith neighbouring countries. Only 22 kilometres is the
outlet from the North-East to outside. So, 98 per cent of the boundary falls in
the international border with China, Myanmar, Bangladesh and Bhutan.
Where will these four crore people go? They are actually barricaded for thier
livelihood, for their economy, for their connectivity. Sir, this should not be
taken lightly. They are not hundred crores of people; they are only four crore
people some may say, how much should be given to them? It should be
thought in right perspective. Why is insurgency prevailing there? That aspect
has to be considered. Why is there so much disturbance? This is because of
geographical situation which is a compulsion on them. So, we are pressing for
Agartala to Sabrum because half of the State of Tripura is left out of this
railway line. West Tripura and South Tripura, the two districts, are abundant in
rubber, natural gas and agriculture. This is a very important region and 50 per
cent of the population of Tripura belongs to this area. It is one reason. Another
reason Is that the North-Eastern region has got no marine facilities. If railway
line goes up to Sabrum, it will be very easy to catch up to Chittagong Airport
which is an international airport. This will break the isolation of the North-
Eastern Region and the people will have an access to outside the region
through this Chittagong Airport. Sir, on one occasion, hon. Minister, who is not
here, told that Chittagong is in Bangladesh and we are not having a congenial
development of relationship. So, how far can we depend on Chittagong? Sir,
why do we stand, for the present, why not count for the future? Sir, what is
happening in Poila Baishak. On the first Baishak, train from Kolkata will go to
Dhaka. Is it not a development in relation? Sir, i would life to reiterate one
thing that during the Bangladesh liberation struggle, 16 lakh people of Tripura
embraced 14 lakh Banglades-his. We should not forget it. This is Tripura; this
is Agartala. Equal number of refugees came to Tripura. They took shelter till
the liberation was achieved. So, the people of Tripura are waiting for the
Railway Ministry as to when the train will go from Agartala to Dhaka, not only
from Kolkata to Dhaka. We are waiting eagerly as to when the train will go
from Agartala to Dhaka, and Dhaka to Kolkata so that the long route will be
ready for North-Eastern region to connect it with the mainland of the country.

341



RAJYA SABHA [12 March, 2007]

How will it go, if this is considered like this? If it thought like this, the real
problems will remain unheard. (Time-bell). That is why, Sir, | again raise the
voice of the people of Tripura. The segment from Agartala to Sabrum in the
Railways should be included in this Budget itself as an extension to the
national project. In no way this can be omitted. If this is omitted, this will be
serious injustice not only to the people of Tripura but to the people of North-
East also.

Sir, the other point that | would like to raise here is about public-private
initiative. Sir, Laluji, in a very intelligent way, | should say, is inducing a sense
of privatisation in the Railways. He is inducing, not directly, but by giving this
and that in the hands of the private owners or millionaries. This should be
stopped. | would say that this should be taken as a warning. This will lead to
privatisation. And, what is wrong with the privatisation? The wrong is that the
private persons cannot be so much committed to their duties as the
Government institutions. This is established fact because the millionaires will
run after profit only and the Government will go after social aspects of the
projects. These are the two different views. There cannot be a second opinion
on it. So, | would request the hon. Minister to minimise, to cut short. Whatever
you have given uptilnow, you try to consolidate that and stop this type of
concentration in the hands of the private people, private organisations,
whatever it may be. You cannot expect accountability from those private
bodies and organisations. (Time-bell).

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Sarkar, please conclude it now. Another
two hon. Members have to speak.

SHRI MATILAL SARKAR: At the end, | would like you to recollect the days
when Devegowda Government, supported by the Left Parties, sanctioned
railway line up to Agartala. After that, the NDA Government has gone; the
UPA Government is now in power. But, no new decision for Tripura has been
taken, except only declaring the national projects. ...(Interruptions)...

sft SEgARMOT Tt - Y 3EeG IR H 9§ W They have

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI MATILAL SARKAR: You have no moral right to speak on this. You
did nothing. Nitish Kumarji was a very good man and he tried to do
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something. (Time-bell). Sir, | will take only two more minutes. He gave a new
pace to the progress. That | admit. But, no radical decision was taken.
Radical decision was taken by the Devegowda Government. Paswaniji visited
Tripura when he was the Railway Minister. Thousands of people gathered
there. That was a historical gathering in the honour of Devegowdaji. We are
also waiting to honour Laluji. You come to Agartala and lay the foundation
stone of Agartala-Sabrum segment.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI MATILAL SARKAR: Laluji is not here. But Veluji is also a good friend
of ours. He always backs this project. We met him; we met Laluji; we met the
Prime Minister; we met the Planning Commission; and we have met the
Finance Minister also. | do not know the secret in it. Where does the problem
lie? Why has the project not been considered yet? | am concluding with this
hope, Sir, that he will revisit the Budget and include this segment in this
Budget itself. With these words, | conclude. Thank you, Sir.
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ForTd H51 S 7 9aTs oY, #§ S SRR T AT, oifbd a8t gfaend @ €2 R
IRer 81 TS, T IR A g2 HT TIHT 97 B, I R 82
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3R ST 8, TN 2 BT IURI AT &7 R &1 &, Al T I FawT a1 87 Sl 98 B
R & AT I HUR B A0fl & WM 8, 981 I BT U1 Bl ScIoT¥ 8] ©,d8] BRI Bl
&1, 9 AP I8 X ToIC, M ATH] B GIAET BT Ioc Te1 Deell bl

SORTHTYT S, 319 H ey Ul & Gl H §1-<f 97 717 & w9 H G+ arg el
21 TP o Foldll 3 FEGaTST A ol |ITel a0 ot off, SHP! SaR dd 93l feaT T 8,
TS B, § SUPT W aRaT g, Afer fogarst iR Wit & 59 S & g g,
U I8 BTl fh 31a 99 ¢ | fohal 1S & b S9S BRI farst iR Hiurd & 419
H TP ¢ B Oxd & 3R T8 2 TA1g ST 1Tl SUHHTIIT ARIed, I87 ¥ VR
AT 37 B 21 T8 B B WM 8, 98 [SRode TSHIeR B, 991 AUIRS &< T,
JIHR T&T V& &, oI TR agt | WiTel 9t € 3R S U ¢ Ferclt 8199 | ey
2o BT U ). B RN ST AR TE AT o T9G & Bl ST I8 =7, AfhT I8 31met
TF T T2 g8 1 39 wdy 7 v 7oA S B v um ) forar 219 Swfie awar g f
CEEINENEISII

AEICY, SEN 7Ly U ¥ &1 94 9 g7 3enfiie TR &, oifh a8f 7 a1 Xeld &1
SfazhHRT BoT & SR 7 SId-alsT gs o) U IR0 I8 83Nl ¢ b &R 3R
ool & d1 H 60 fhelex AT B & 17 2 € 1 S 21 Sl SRREE 9 Sl
SR & fou SRl €, 98 2 8¢ ol 81§ A #xar § f6 sER-Soo & =
Salfaefheer 3R IRV B B STea Y [HAT S| Al Ji o1 2 b fHeh
TSNS AU B BRI SER-SooT & §19 BT I8 BRI 81 81 XaT &1 33 axe A
3R AT B Ve AT T3 STell TR & WP U BleT A1 U9 81 SHHT W) Swildvvl 3R
3eENfire TR &, TN 3= SireT oM ) Sied) &1 Heled, Wit drs w@iforR 3 $eR
REZERIRI R A I B

ITFITIRT A IS, FerTarel) AreraRTa R st 519 ¥ w4t 9, 396 S |
T ¥ STIAT A% Yeld AT a1 Bl B, SH S H, 8 ol | Y gl AT, offh
D! Jog b I T 9 4 Xl [I9TT 8€ S & d18 AT (R I8 & 1 dael R ¥
U TE1 91§ S BRI WeT Seral § 8+ $ ol [ &1 qRTIe b b Nl gl & oy
] 3T &1 I BT H T AT AM1BY 3R 9 BRI P [og goic 3§ SIT&T I47 HSR BT
1Y, T8 1 gAd AT R
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AT SUFHTART Sff, Jaords @l gaf ofd §AY 9 BIdl I8! 81 I8f AfeaqR iR
FITRICH Yol |18 9711 81 I8 A1 &1 URAT 81 RTRel | AfTayR &1 Xl drs b1 94 8
P18 AR $B Joc I HYR 3Tl 8, <ifh g8 BT Il <Ioil | BH1 1Y, e 81 U1 X&T
21 HEIGY, 39 goic 4 GHIB-SaR & ol B Joic No H3ll Sif 7 3@ H I g-9a1s <l §,
IfehT I 3MR FGIAT ST AR MR IH B Pl STea] A STeal Y1 BT MY | STAHTILT
TRIGY, WX frF Aferd foreiR agdal Sit =1 Wi Seoi v 8 o st #<1 | HidTd d1s+ &1
| 987 FHI Y 5T TRIT 51 31971 T 9 IR P TR 60-70 BRIS 0T T [T 1T
211 IE TSI TS &, Gl o711 8 6 9 IR 1 7R g ST 1 ST B

HqeIed, U M a1 TFeRI & AR IR Yo aredl § o9 a) H e 9ga
SR 1 U1 BT HEIG Y, Yol Geemsl 3 o1 ART &l §& 81 ST 8, S & fofg ¥ Ha1era
P RN FINT AT 8 AR $o AR Gl F (g A Sl Har g1 3 S area g &
frea ard-<1 wrell § R Al @ gog Yol g 7 g8, 3! W'd < & forg e ¥
e HATrd A I9b URaART Bl Gt 1, g8 I8 ugdl A1 781, 3R el ugdl i i el
g 3IR {5 61 1 71 ug=? %1 3R & b ST fwmd Vot wATery 1 <1 A1fe gl

AT SUFHTIRT ST, § e 3T ST Bl g=gare <=1 d18dl § b S Arganai,
a9 faenfrl & forg o glaemd it @t 21 W € |ER st & a1t & fog
I TRERR IS T B FHor foran 214 571 gfaensii o1 w@rTd o= g iR aurg a1 g
EESRCESACRIEICH

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned to meet tomorrow at
11.00 A.M.

The House then adjourned at seven of the clock till eleven of the clock on
Tuesday, the 13th March, 2007.

MGIPMRND—4010RS—29-1-2008.
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