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Attainment of Complete Literacy

t2268. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the state-wise percentage of literacy in the country at present;

(b) whether Government have fixed 2005 to attain the complete
literacy in the country;

+Original notice of the Question was received in Hindi.
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(c) whether efforts would be made to increase the literacy rate
by making any special scheme, keeping in view the lower percentage
of literacy in States having less literacy rate, perticularly in Hilly and
Desert States;

(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) if not, in what manner the said target would be achieved?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
(DR. MURLI MAHOHAR JOSHI): (a) As per the findings of the
National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO), the State-wise percen-
tage of literacy at the end of 1997 is given in the Annexed statement.

(see below)

(b) Yes, Sir. The National Literacy Mission aims to attain a
sustainable threshold level of 75% literacy by 2005.

(¢) to (¢) The Government’s approach has been to take a holistic
rather than a segmental view towards the removal of illiteracy. A
three-pronged approach has, therefore been consistently followed.
These include (i) efforts of National Literacy Mission, (ii) Universal-
isation of Elementary Educational and (iii) Non-Formal Education.
This approach also encompasses the hilly and desert areas.

In order to make adult education a greater success, the Govern-
ment has taken some new initiatives recently and those include
integration of the phases of Total Literacy and Post Literacy,
delegation of powers to State Literacy Mission Authorities, enlarging
the scope of Continuing Education, Strengthening of Jan Shikshan
Sansthans and allowing them to operate in rural areas, revitalizing of
State Resource Centres for preparation of better teaching learning

materials and improved/quality of training.
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