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MESSAGE FROM LOK SABHA

Motion Regarding Election to Joint Committee on Offices
of Profit

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, | have to report to the House the following message
received from the Lok Sabha signed by the Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha:—

"l am directed to inform you that Lok Sabha, at its sitting held on
Tuesday, the 13th March, 2007, adopted the following motion:—

"That this House do recommend to Rajya Sabha that Rajya Sabha do
elect one Member of Rajya Sabha, in accordance with the system of
proportional representation by means of single transferable vote, to
the Joint Committee on Offices of Profit in the vacancy caused by the
demise of Shri Chittabrata Majumdar, Member, Rajya Sabha and do
communicate to this House the name of the Member so elected by
Rajya Sabha to the Joint Committee”

| am to request that the concurrence of Rajya Sabha in the said motion, and also
the name of the Member of Rajya Sabha appointed to the Joint Committee, may
be communicated to this House".

THE BUDGET (RAILWAYS) 2007-2008
AND
GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION

Approving Recommendations Contained in Fifth Report of the
Railway Convention Committee (2004)—Contd.

SHRI MOINUL HASSAN (West Bengal): Sir, | rise to express my views
regarding the very neglected sector of the Eastern Railway in West Bengal, that is,
Sealdah to Lalgola. For the Fast several years, we have been raising the demand to
introduce a morning express train from Sealdah to Murshidabad or Kolkata to
Murshidabad. Last time, when | was a Member of the Lok Sabha, | and many
other Members of that House raised this demand, and | had raised this issue in
this very House also through a Special Mention. Today, again, | raise this issue and
demand for an express train from Sealdah to Murshidabad. Murshidabad was the
last capital of our country. It was the last capital of the Nawabs. It is very near to
Plassey.
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The last battle was fought there. Murshidabad is a tourist spot. Fifty lakh tourists
come to Murshidabad every year from different parts of the country and abroad. This
demand for an express train from Sealdah to Murshidabad is a genuine demand.
Therefore, | again raise this issue in this august House.

Sir, again, | would like to mention that Murshidabad is a district, which is fast coming
up, with an agro-industry base and with 68 per cent minority population. Therefore, | would
like to express my concern about this demand again.

Another point is that four or five years ago the then Railway Minister
announced two survey works in West Bengal. One is relating to Krishnagar-Karimpur
line. | specifically mention this because there was a special paragraph in the
Budget Speech about Krishnagar-Karimpur line. Second one is Berhampore to
Kandi. But for the last two or three years there was no mention about these lines
in the Budget. There is no mention about these lines anywhere in the Railway
Budget documents. Today, on this occasion, | would like to know from the
Minister about the fate of these surveys. Will they happen? Will they continue?
Will they be stopped by the Railway Ministry?

My third point—one of our fellow comrades has also raised it—is relating to
doubling of the New Jalpaiguri-Alipur Duar line via Jalpaiguri Road and New
Cooch Behar. This line should be doubled. Why should it be doubled? Because it
is the main connecting line to the North-East. So, this line should be doubled.
That is number one. Also on this line, gradually, the number of trains is
increasing. Hence if doubling work is not taken up on this line, then, this will
give rise to difficulties. So, our demand is that doubling work on this portion of
the line should be taken up immediately.

My fourth point is this. Sir, so far as the performance of the Railways is
concerned, | am not specially mentioning it. We are at the fag end of the
discussion, and enough has been said about it. But if we take the case of the
Rajdhani Express, we all have to travel quite frequently by Rajdhani trains.
Some of my colleagues here have already mentioned about the quality of food,
quality of the bed-rolls, working of ACs in trains, etc. | am not going into the
details. But, so far as the time of arrival of trains is concerned, we have a bad
experience about it. In fact, yesterday, | came from Kolkata, and the train was
more than five hours late. Not only this train, the same is the case with trains
between Delhi and Sealdah, Ranchi, Bhubaneswar and Howrah. The trains have
not reached in time even on a single day. Last Saturday again, | had this
experience when the train reached two hours late. Every time this fear is there as
to whether the train
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would reach at all in time or not. | would urge upon the hon. Minister to
address this problem as far as timing is concerned.

Another thing to be mentioned here is the quality of service and
performance that we get in the trains. | travel frequently from Kolkata to my
native district, Murshidabad. That is an overnight journey. Leave alone the security
aspect, but the First Class compartment is not even air-conditioned. | am not
even demanding ACs in this compartment, but, there is no tube light even. That is
the minimum one can expect. There is no tube light; there is no fan; and we are
not provided with a bedroll at the Sealdah station. Several times | have sent this
message from Parliament. This is the case with MPs, MLAs and other VIPs who
are travelling in this train. | would urge upon the Ministry to attend to these basic
requirements. | do appreciate that the Railway Ministry as such is doing very
well. But there are some lacunae, as has already been mentioned by Shri Pani and
other hon. Members. So far as the issue of private partnership is concemed, we do
have our objections. But, at least, the performance part of it should be addressed

properly.
With these words, | conclude. *

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY (Karnataka): Sir, as assured to you, | will not
take more than two minutes.

It is a good Budget and my congratulations to both the Ministers as well as
the employees working in the Railways. Having said this, | would like to mention
that the Members of Parliament, representing our State, and the former and
present Chief Ministers have sent a proposal to the Government of India. They
met the hon. Railway Minister and represented their case before him. Unfortunately,
gross injustice has been done to the State of Karnataka. As a result, there is
widespread discontentment amongst the people there. | don't want to say
'resentment’, but the people have a strong feeling that the Central Government is
not taking care of the State, and a step-motherly treatment is being meted out to
the State of Karnataka. We have had Railways Ministers like Shri T.A. Pai, Shri
Jaffer Sharief, who contributed a lot for the development of our State. But,
subsequently, we have only been neglected. | would like to ask of the hon. Minister
as to how many proposals have been sent by the State Government to the Central
Government; | do not want to go into the details. Kindly tell us how many projects
have been completed and how many more projects
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are you going to take up now. | would like to know whether you have provided sufficient
funds and how much fund have you allotted to the State of Karnataka. | will just
give you an example. Take the broad-gauging of the Mangalore-Bangalore railway
line. It is now fourteen years and they have not yet completed it. | am giving this
example just to show how efficiently the Railways are running. Goods trains are
running on that track but no passenger train is running. They give the safety aspect
as the reason. Yes, we are also concerned with safety. But, why can't you expedite
your work? So, the hon. Railway Minister may kindly reply to this.

With these words, | thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: As Shri Poojary has said, | also want to mention
about gauge conversion of the Bijapur-Gadag section. It has taken ten years and it
is still not complete. .

SHRI R. VELU: Sir, so far as..

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Why do you have to get up every time.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI R. VELU: No, no. Only one thing.
SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: No, no why do you intervene?

SHRI R. VELU: What is the problem with you? ...(Interruptions)...What is the
problem?

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: It is not a ping pong game.

SHRI R. VELU: | have sought the permission of the Chair and the Chair is
allowing me ..(Interruptions)...

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Sir, what is this? There is no limit. He gets up every
time.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He wants to give some clarification.

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: It is not only for the consumption of Kamataka. It is for
the Consumption. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is not for me ...(Interruptions)..

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: No, no Please, listen to me. | have a small
submission. It is not only the meant for Karnataka. When a Member is
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speaking, he is addressing the Railway Minister and the Railway Minister would
give his reply. He should reply to ail the questions. Why is he favouring a
Member right now?

SHRI R. VELU: | am not favouring ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI S.S. AHLUWAUA: No, what is the necessity? | have never seen this. If
every time the Minister of State for Finance dealing with Revenue or the Minister
of State for Finance dealing with Banking or Shri P. Chidambaram jumps into
the discussion on the General Budget, then the Budget discussion would never
be over. He is standing up again and again.

SHRI R. VELU: That is because it is an important thing.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: My, Velu, what is it that you want to say?

SHRI R. VELU: Sir, | agree with what the hon. Member is saying about the
Mangalore-Bangalore Section. That is all right. We are already running goods trains
there. The Commissioner of Safety has raised a point which is also to be rectified.
We are awaiting his clearance. That is one. Secondly, we have also
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI S. S. AHLUWALIA: Why did you not reply to the questions raised by Shri
Pany? ...(Interruptions)..Why did you not reply? This is not fair. Certain
questions were raised by other Members also. Why did you not reply?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr.Ahluwalia.
SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: No, Sir. That is not fair.

1. XMW T WK : SUGIEet Sff, § $B =1 A8 § | ... (JaIH)..... Asganer
Si ...(HGE). ..

Y ITHHTARY : 3119 IfST ... (@ETH)..... 319 39 T ST 991 91 78 & ? Ministers
do intervene in between a debate a number of times.

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: This is not fair, Sir. The Ruling Party Members are
asking questions and he is getting up every time.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No. in the morning, Laluji also intervened.
...(Interruptions)...
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6.00 P.m.
SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Shri Pany raised a point about Orissa. But he never
replied ...(Interruptions)...

SHRIR. VELU: Sir, for Karnataka we have already increased the Budget by 37
per cent this year.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: All right. Mr. Suresh Bhardwaj.

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Now, he should reply to his questions pertaining to
Himachal Pradesh also.

S o1 TER : gare, SUGHTIRT FEIgd, SRy o RITE St & vy # S
et & wHie iR AR i 4 SweRTgor wifdr St & AR HI907 & 918 9l &
o0 950 9B TR @ TR | 39 goic H N EOIR RIS BT A1 @ a1 8 1w d
T T 99 7Y & MR 3TToTdhet Y SREERI # 311 ¥&T & O o] e Sft enfhar @t
TRE GIRAT 2 B | 39 goic ¥, fergear & dwmad geei 3, et dmm fagei &
A 2,39 IRl Bl G ORE I E B S E

Tief $%¢ Wl & IR W gt IR HET AT | I00Taet U e iR Rifamd U veer €, <t
I BI AHT S A1 A §Y TS 8 | I 7 BT AP AU A Ug Al & &, efeb 7y
TP g, Rifded A1 SReuTad Y2l H Yeld STg Ugd & g, [d BRI P efee
J W AN T8 91 &, 9 TR ¥ fZarad uew A TgwiE &1 v SHmEd| uaw & |
S9! AT Rread A A & 11947 A G4 EATae 9er 9 S Xerd ofre a1 o, faey %y
A PIABT A Rrren & 4 H, I9 99y fafewr SRy ff 59 ved drs $f 9
qi¥ehel G X8 <, TlfchT ST &1 P Ueh UG Afth qoieg -1 103 JRII WIGehR I8 g
AT 1, el fUwel 60 ATal H S A1 H U 59 B Al ekl 8] & Ts © | 591
TRE B U g YSMBIC H SINGRTR &I 8, Riifd I9 &3 4 Tea estates o,
ST d BICT dTg a1 Y, FIfd I8f STIeis & APl STerary oY, sifery Rel &
HITAT BT B, I BITST BT &1 AT SIfTER TR 61 hydel project &1, W& forw a8
TS a1 &Y | AR e 6 9yl I A Fow 9 37 arel AU, geer B
WP TS T IS IR H $B el (5T AT 3R 9 IR goIe H 1 39 SH1 ATS1 &
TR Y U IR T AT Sffae e gor & |
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AP ITATAT FUBer 60 THT H =TS | BT T BT 10 fhaier Bt g ol 9 718 8, e1fhT
1 | dAaTST B 15, orad IR § g4 7 # aR=<x Rig arorar st 7 ) wg1 3R
et BTGR ST <1 1 H8T | TBT UR Bl A ST W& & [ oATe] 1S Sil &b G b AN AT
T AT T HA S BT A T AP, Bacl Ale] AT 8 UG I8 © | I ASA UR
g #3i S U hydel project &1 € BT &< & oy feAmade Uaer 1Y 9 ofik S8
BT UR 4100 PRI$ ©UY BT Ubol TG fHaT, S 4100 BRIS BT P Ubol § TaA-
TAdTST Nl AT 2007 H YRI 81 TG, QAT STLTHT &1 71 1, <ifeh 39 IR & Il
H 1e] J41E S 7 9uTE H3 B 39 HfeHe B W ToRaES $R AT IR 99 Veld
ST & BT & AV Had 24 ARG HUY BT goie G737 &, R I 4 geer ff ser |
TR T B b 2 |1 379+ Yar 2t Sff 1 Biiretic, S S=i= agf qrdeii-e qur 3 <1 8
| 3R feHTee Tl & H& HA, Sl g% G & o, [Tl [edrad Yael &1 98 A1 3318
£,39 IR ¥ #7015t 7 ®1S e 8T A € 8k g9 9oie § SR fRHde Uel &l
AR 9% feer g T 8 | ugel 919 NDA &1 WRaR off iR 3mexoiy sree
fERY aroTaft Sft e 53 9, fRHTee Uew S UgTel Ueer 3R AHTadt uSen & |
SIHT TIE B 8] Il AT, IR J FRATee U a1 WAl & & B & fory 3R Sk
fareT & folv gRem A & | ST 9R & 9R 7 HHTac! 3R U=Tel Ue §, S9d!
S sSieyd et faam o iR ST Udhet & ieia fewmarel ueer & Yo feam T
3R 39 efe ¥ fewraet ueer # 9gd WY investment g8 ,f investment &1 &
Pac dSITG P A1 T GaAT, Fel R FAIATEAT BT &7 2, &l IR TSI-T9! S8 o
il g3 8, IS W g KiTaTelt U hddt 10 fheHiex &1 patch 11 €, S9 U= Yold @
P A4 BT B B T IR & Jolc H @M T-AT T, AfhT 39 IR 06T 9 A goie 9
AT B (AT T 81 77 AN S A BT ATIH gl b a1 BT, 7 S olTg b aR H &
3T HET T B f&b BT construction BT AT 2T 81T | 3% IR § WY 89 ST T8
{3 1] TTs 1 fedTaret Iarer 9 s+ Jedd] 9l © T femmat vawr &1 o 9 W o 9
ATAT AT, SHD! W S FH PR AT E |

39 RN U a1 il had ferad uar & wfdd 8,8 ®g1 amsd gl
BAR S g1 YA &, a1 I8 21y uRITSI © 3R S84 Ugdl 919 981 IR UASIY
B ARHR Al off, WRTT ST U] B ARBR Y, Tq TTSIY B TRBR & |1 Wdell-
IR Nael A8 B HIHUI Veld &b HIoide & TR IR I 7 AT, 59
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THR A fedrae Tasl &l gTe=iRig A 81 | 3779 Yerd goie ¥ ufedie-argde yreaRivy
DI 91 A1 IR I8 &, TR T TRBR BT G, Rifeh g B TRBR I8 FHSI|
2 f% I8 viable &l 81T, faTad Ues ARPR @I UERRY H T8 HIoiae Tl 3iR 98
BT B, <feh fUeel |1 aul | I ATl - [SeRIgR HIoiae &1 Sl ¥old e &, ST
AT 7RI e 39 Yo gofe H fawrg T8l < WET 8 |

B9 ol A o] T1G Sl 9 3iR Vefd & Sl 37 159 3l I81 R 8, I
I8 e SR 9T © (& feATad o e HHTad! 9aer 8, HHTacd] Uael 819 & Hre-aref
I8 g BT UHHTE QW d T & | ST 81 7181, [egRa @l Holl &l I srawgaany
g, 9% fory 9% 25 BOIR FTTaTe fastelt SaTfad v o &l I@dT § | 981 R SToTdhe
ST H YN T8l 811, g8 AR 5 & B 3R | fZarad vesr 3 HHe & -39
I & | 98 UBIS] US¥ &, 98 W Y Iy Yfi el § | Sl 98 iR S UhR &
SEN 3R G BMI A BM 7 FHal & | IGH NoAd & -icdd P P I Bl N
investment ¥ 60 TeT 3 3TST T e galT & | i1 ATST-agd T gaf o1 | I8 4 39 dR
% gore # fepa TaRe o f&ar a1 7 | gafoy fRHrerd ude & v, irrespective of
parties , 91 el ®R, BRI AFAIT AR [l SIPR Sfl, TR dld AT & 3
Hew SR § yar #3015 9 +ff 59 fawa 7 firel 9, S9! swficHe Wt S9@! A1 fRarg
off, IUP Tav[E 3 ToIc H $B T8I QN T & | #RT hadl g1 Fde 8 b fedrae
TSR BI AT FGRIM b a1 B U AR GHS! | 10T Ya¥l AR fFarad gaer
g & 2% 2, 39 979 &7 & 7, i o719 aTex ¥ g™ W= SMehHv Bl 39
g, I Tex ¥T & Sl ST -AERTS 814 &, ITdh] Haq B b fofg Hool Sf$aT H a1 g7
I R S AN I8 &, d Aredd I b J 310 3119 (A | difeh 519 a8 g8i wR e
R 3T Tb Ygd ST AT, 79 R BSIR a¥ T [ GAT 3R ISP a1 300 ATl
TP A FHER TR A MY S BT 91 [AM 81 AT | ST 39 91 Bl &1 H GHY
Rl Traer @1 13T Bl neglect HP T <2 U 81 X8 AT | ... (FFI B €. |

9 Efe 9§ # g gavl 91 3iR Wt wE Arg o ARt §%¢ # 1 insurgency
g, SAITY 39 I TN H Ao o | feh feATael Uaer 3R ITRiad oI 153, Sl 310
3IT9 TR R I €, ST 18T 3fR W@ed & €fte | el &b a_IeR Ugd Y &, STh] 37
Pad gaferg 7 wifafiy ueer €, 9 <9 4 FEAn €, I neglect T HRY, SIS TRB
&7 IRIY, T H TSI § 3 ST B Uahall 3R SRdSaT Ae]u0T X8
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B | fEHTee Tt &l yaTier 81, A1 AR <=1 I ATy 81T | SERONT Iq[HTafT Sfl,
SIS 31 9 3T, $99h foq 31T 9gd-98d gId1s |

off STUMfY : $ff S AT R |

i SR A SRIT : ITFHTIRT Sff, § 3791 a1 Y6 FRA & Usd &l axd
G AT g | BAR w5, FHIST H 519 gl wTal & o7y S &, A1 9 UTe iR it
BIT X8 | SRaTiesd R IRay o el [om, fa7 |rge urt @97 s &Y
GeTd « A1 51 ST R aTell 2, ST MY DI [T G 1Y, IHD] TG S8H A1
IR, ifh MUDT AR I DI TIgH B Aerdl & I8f dlekd I8 8, a1 W Feidl I8l
g1

ot STFUY : Yerd goie | et Ut B fAd <reH | wuTeT e sy e v,
SHfTY 31T ST $E ¥ €, 98 T © | ...(FAEM).... 317 Teld &8 I8 &, 9949 SaTal
<T8H 3T a1t a1 & AT ® |

3t ST A1 SRIe: § JAMUBT AR §, olfh I8 91 $AfiiY $8 @ §
RIS AT ST & YR 2 H e Yofd VA1 &, ST GATBT BRall & AR 98 JATH] JolRTd
P MR IR T Ferdl & 1 $9 IR JATHT B aTel &7 | M9 P el fean & 1§ fih v
ard & forg s1f¥es @ 6 &9 sRER & fofg S TR &1, 31Tt @it wriTe oft ded &,
&9 fRra deft 2, gaferg S eRgR & forg ¢ &Y | gafory # S sl § oiR S7ar
SIS BT §, AfB 31151 T [oRTd F Ioic | il B a1 71, 39 7 # aret Fahall
E 1% ORI # 6 TTRT 66 BIR RIS BT TIT STIRSHE T 8T ¥ | ORI fadT™ @il 3R
ST RET 7, 314 99 I8 fIH™ B 3R Y o S SHRFaR A1y, oifh 39 IR # $6
el |rar T | G981 BIC 46 UiCH €, STEl F S g U A gaaie Wt aR
HHT 2 IR 18R 3 ATl 311 H Fhll & | I8 TR & fo7g 98 378! S 2, <ifeh 9
46 I ¥ Gt & IR ¥ o TE G T - |7 89k & fog |, T 9w &
o | | U UIed $e6 4§ 8, ORI 4 €, olfd S9 Uiy & foft $8 T8l Qran a1 8 |
ST H @ AR UR el =aT § o6 89 ORI & Y S 31 3R A W1 foar o
ST |

AN 8T ATARIT F T 919 §- §RPT & AR AHA § 3R 1! 3741 S &,
SITHA ST & | A 3 ATAT 919 BT <2 & YR T AT 91 b A1 SrsT ST A1Mg | 5
RTHaRA
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Rrasil &1 I &, Qe RIasil &7 WM €, §R$T WaT ST BT AT 8, SR
AT HT BT AT & | ITDI I A1 SISl ST A1 |

HEIGY, TSl qh JoRTd Bl G W1 5 o1 Tei af 71 8, <Afh aref e & fos
W 8 ¢ ORI Bl &1 TRAY § | A1 ITeTHYR Fiedell ¢ A1 391 daaoid & Bkl &1 AT
&, BIS 7S 271 1 & TN § | 3y e % ), Wb 98 T X2 ff a1 ToRTe Ferdt
2, I 3T I AR 3 & | I8 31 Gds SRl & 3iR G981 I WRR AR & AR ORI
DI IAY DI BIIGT 81 BIdl & | SAIOY YOI Bl G A ¢ 721 &l -1 & | MfTR
FHellel BT ST HAgoi 81 T 8, VAT Jolc ¥ [SFelaeR 61 8, Afd a8 ot aa fater
TEI B3N & | TS Sl 1o BT HM I AT, I8 UH.S1.T. PR & I8 ¥ Y6 g7l 2T,
QIfpT g8 SIS T YR 7181 3Tl & | [ I8 B Y. S1.Y. ARPR 1 Y5 T T | S9feTY
Y. AR S QR AE B, T F A € 1S9 gRd & Q17 fhar S, Ui g
IERCIE]

goic # WReEd dgaig e # e mar € f6 seneNe-SeuwR,
WfP 3R SRR &1 T8I BT Al H JRARST 81 FHH1 | saferg § e axar g &
3Tl goie | I YTy AT &1 YIRS 7 &1, AfthT s9! goie | forar 9w | 78 T
a1 Bal ff fpar ST AehdT & 3R iF # oA @1 Uh-Sg dRIS § Udh fhaiex
BINT, UBTS] &3 3 NI QI 20-25 BRIS H 81T | 37 BAR ORI 3 Al USTS! &5 & & 72 |
g1 1 IS pAdoid Dl S TRAT 8, 98 wiF URAT 8 | ey # {1 oo fb aore A
SATET-A-STET WIS B % ORI H Sl Heiaoi & BRI et 7, 9 fg o a1y |

HRIGY, ORI H Ue Wt cHiAe el faam 71 £ | 3% srgwerare U VAT e
2 RTI® 97 § AR efieTet &1 UdioTd 8, <ifthT S fory <1&! | i 8 1 9ab
Ta1 <fia T2 e R € 1 Afe gdwig W e e T § 1 31T Yo # SER S
WARTE U &5 & — a87 Bl WY Are 963 el {31 § &R 1 efier fear mn g 1 99
PHIHT Yael § 50 TR WUV § U ¢ 6! dRE 9 20-25 fAee # arer &1 aavell &, offhT
ORI H Uep 41 U1 Hex el fean T e |

HEIEY, U Sl & <11 &1 AT <1 (IS 814 8, <lfh gl UaRTSl © & dwe
S o {1 8 SIS & | 981 WRTE & AN Bl Has ST ISdl & | R BI Sl (Sdroriel
ISR 8, 98 Yds S8vdl § | Il 89K 717 ff f SR dRe S T 2SddIex AsHES
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ST ST | 78T MY A1 1S a1 781, Wi &1 AT A ST BT geb S FIhR 8AR
ORI & foIQ Qo A1 SiI9 a1 12T | QR <27 H T[ORTa 3 #ex A7 3R R A7 ¥
AT & | ST Brgoi HRAT AN | TP ST9 8H Yeb a1 WIDHR Bl b YR <2 H T
B IS BT verd B, A1 YORI 9 1 HIex 9 MR RIS dls 8, IqP] JR< Hac
fepam SireT |

ARTS, Teh T & § STet 9 faeel a1 qR 97 # HEl Y S Y, °1 3R ar
JEAEIE ol &, Al &1 TC SATGT oI & 31X fhvram ot a1 € 1 3R e & ey
HEAT ST SY, WR BT ¢RWT & & H Sl W &, TR ¢Rod UM &, 3R
IGH AT ¥ dRAG 1 ATE SISl S, A1 98 BRIGT 81 | § 711 § 6 RIS I
T TILT TSI ST 913y, Fih FRTS H HaTR, SR, ITSTdIE NG, TREaY
1S STTE WY § | UIRESR A1 FETRHT el Sl & STHYM 91 & , $AfeIY UReex ¥ el &
IKMAEERNEEIRIECIRIESHE

B TRIG B 91 IR B, AfhT FAR <2 H S 7RG 7, I 50-60 ART HS BIb
T T2l PIa H AT AT b ¢ A Feidd & | ITAT b SR 4 Fofl U= Sil M A1t o, I
BlfecT WId Ugel 60 WYY U HeT o, fUod &% ATt Ugd I8 ifect Wd 130 HUY U
HeT far 71 o1, 31d Wt At # Y A1 R dTel B 39 9 U BT 900 HIAT
v &= e wran, & s1fec =St U |¢ 900 TFRT SR SRR WSIH 81T I 1500
SR | 3 91 g {3 I8 TRIET &1 a1 SR dTell WRPR 8, 1 TG AN I H S,
P ? T B ML AT AR T8 81 B, AN IFBT Aol W TG B FUR AT, H I8
A g 1394 Al frenedt a1 R Rfes a1 dsd-a=d S @R | S, S9! W 39H
PIs B el e | SAfiy 31 9gd ¥ B § 6 TRl #) 9 dRA aten
MM & oy g Q21 H AT - & foIY HE1 T8 G 2 $9fery I8 il U ordinance
ATl 2, S9! g aras foram 7T |
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AT 1 dTe T AlT (3T §, $HP [0 g=gaTg | 47 o1u+ fIaR = | 6 Sil 37281
T, I A1 SN WD 3R ORI & fAdH 5 i1 <1 81, 98 AT$I-98d 3iR 741
BT < AT MY TR A BAldl IDR (el P (oY XeT BT UeTT B | JeT a1 e §Y
3IR 3T U SATUR e B §Y H U I1c TG AT g | gIaTS |

SHRI GIREESH KUMAR SANGHI (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | cannot be so
different from the whole House. | am the last speaker. Everybody has highly
appreciated the Railway Budget and the whole team of Shri Lalu Prasadii. | also
congratulate the whole team and his leadership.

Sir, | have a few specific points to mention here. | hope the hon. Ministers sitting
here will make note of them and they will be referred to in the reply. In our country,
the Indian Railways play a very important role as far as providing infrastructure
is concerned. Over the years, as far as transport share is concerned, there has
been a shift from Railways to road transport. This shift was, basically, due to
improper handling of goods, especially parcel goods and local transfer goods. |
would like to request the hon. Ministers to look into this and plan how to retain
the original share of Indian Railways, which was playing a major role in
transporting goods from one part of the country to the other. | am saying this
because the Indian Railways is a very, very efficient organization. If you look at the
fuel consumption per tonne haulage, Railways consume about 1/6th fuel in
terms of per tonne haulage of any goods. So, if we can try to bring back the
earlier market share of Railways, which it was having, | think, that will help a lot to
our country and also save the foreign exchange which we, otherwise, have to
shell out through import of oil. In this regard, Roll-on and Roll-off was one
concept which was conceived and implemented on the Konkan Railways. This
can help a lot in transporting the goods from one part to the other part, especially
in containers and trucks. This Roll-on and Roll-off Multi-Model Transport System is
something like, you load a truck on a flat wagon and long distance haulage is
carried on the Railways, instead of carrying on road. This helps a lot to decongest
our roads. It also helps in reducing the accidents and there is also a lot of saving in
terms of fuel, fatigue of drivers, etc. There have been a lot of reports on this. All over
the world this concept is very successfully being implemented. They use MMS;
wherever they can use railways, they use railways or wherever they can use sea
route or inland water transport or combination of all. They use that and try to save
as much as possible. But, in this, the major hindrance
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is infringement of height. When you load a container or a truck on a flat wagon,
there is a height impediment. If we can give a serious thought to reducing the
height impediment—not much of expenditure is required— our country can save
a lot. And, especially, the perishable goods can move very fast. It is because
Railways move very fast. For example, if you take a truck to travel from Hyderabad
to Delhi, it takes almost eight days and you cannot send perishable goods. But, a
fast express train reaches in 20 hours. A lot of goods which farmers produce
either in the Southern States or the Northern States can be transported very
fast and we can also contain the price rise and can also make availability of
goods to people much easier. Sir, again, | am coming on the same thing. If refrigerator
container facility can be introduced in the Railways, it will also help in handling
the perishable goods to a great extent. Apples from Kashmir 1

can come down to South; grapes from South can go down to the North.
Similarly, there are milk products which can be easily transported from one part
of the country to another, all parts of the country. Railways has got a great
potential. In the last 2-3 Budgets, Laluji has shown tremendous profits. We are all
very eager to know how, all of a sudden, Railways have started making profits.
Why could not it make profits earlier? What is the miracle that Laluji has done? |
think, he has adopted the saying, " fl*ra-iT-» TTA-T-'?|*T " i He has been bold
enough to say that wagons should be loaded to their maximum capacity. Why
was it not done earlier? Has any inquiry been conducted why the Railways were
in losses for all these years; who were responsible for that? 'Better late than
never'. We are happy that, at least, it has happened now. | would be very happy if
the hon. Minister find out what were the reasons for the losses in the past. | think,
a report must come out how, all of a sudden, the Railways have shown a turn
around. There are a number of sectors which need a turn around. The example
of the Railways can be a good example for all of them to emulate. It can prove to
be a very good case study. The Railways have a great potential in the field of
parcel services also. About 40 lakh trucks are operating all over the country.
There was a report recently on these trucks. They pay around Rs. 20,000 crores
as road mamool and toll tax every year. It can be shifted back to the Railways and
this money can be saved. Thus, the country will grow much faster. We have to
catch up with other developing countries, like, China. So, we have to perform much
better.
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Export is yet another important area. Exports need haulage of containers. In our
country, the haulage of container is very expensive. It is even expensive than
the sea transport. If | have to send a container, say, from Chennai port to
Singapore or Héng Kong, the cost of haulage is hardly about 800 dollars. But
the cost of inland haulage is around Rs. 30,000— 40,000, which comes to more
than 1,000 dollars. So, it would be helpful if we can have a system where there is
some sort of a cost subsidy or equalisation of fare for haulage of containers for
export units which are located in remote areas. The Government is
contemplating that the industrial units come up in the areas where there are no
industries. But unless we create infrastructure and make the things competitive, it
is not possible. If an industry is set up in a remote area, the cost of transport will be
costlier, the cost of labour will be costlier, and availability of other things will be
costlier. It would not be able to complete. | think, the Railways can play an
important role in such a situation.

The next point on which | would like to emphasise is about my State, that is,
Andhra Pradesh. The Members of Parliament from Andhra Pradesh met the hon.
Prime Minister. A lot of injustice had been done to Andhra Pradesh. Though our
Government has categorically assured of seven programmes, like, the MMTC,
MMTS—the Government of Andhra Pradesh is ready to beat 2/3rd of the total
cost—yet nothing is happening. The proposal for new lines between
Bhadrachallam—Kovvur, Nadikudi— Srikalahasti and Kadapa-Bangalore, and a
lot of other proposals are pending with the Ministry. The State of Andhra
Pradesh did not get its due share. People of Andhra Pradesh feel that their
State has not been properly represented in this Railway Budget. So, | request
the Railway Minister and the Department to kindly see that Andhra Pradesh
gets its due share.

Another point is this. The work of Delhi Metro is a great success story. We
have shown to the whole world how well we can build our own metro and the
same story can be repeated in various metropolitan cities like Hyderabad,
Bangalore, Chennai and other places. It should be very fast. Just now, an hon.
Member said that one small line took ten years. It should not take 5—10 years
to build a metro. It should be very fast. Now that the Railways are earning profits,
they can raise huge funds. They can go to foreign investors, foreign banks and
get huge funds. We have to accelerate our work. We have to think globally.
We have to position
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ourselves globally. We get so many foreign tourists. But in the standards which
they see in their countries and which they see in our country, there is a lot of
difference. We have to improve the over all standards of facilities, hygiene, food, and
how they are treated on the platforms in the Railways at the entry points, getting
ticketing done, reservation done, etc. All these aspects have to be improved.
Though there is an improvement, there is a lot to be done. And, | am sure, under
the table leadership of Shri Lalu Prasadji, things will improve.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The reply will be tomorrow. The House is
adjourned to meet tomorrow at 11 o'clock.

The House then adjourned at thirty-one minutes past six of the clock till
eleven of the clock on Wednesday, the 14th March, 2007.
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