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MESSAGE FROM LOK SABHA

Motion Regarding Election to Joint Committee on Offices
of Profit

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, | have to report to the House the following
message received from the Lok Sabha signed by the Secretary-General of
the Lok Sabha:—

"I am directed to inform you that Lok Sabha, at its sitting held on
Tuesday, the 13th March, 2007, adopted the following motion:—

“That this House do recommend to Rajya Sabha that Rajya Sabha
do elect one Member of Rajya Sabha, in accordance with the
system of proportional representation by means of single
transferable vote, to the Joint Committee on Offices of Profit in the
vacancy caused by the demise of Shri Chittabrata Majumdar,
Member, Rajya Sabha and do communicate to this House the
name of the Member so elected by Rajya Sabha to the Joint
Committee”. :

| am to request that the concurrence of Rajya Sabha in the said motion,
and also the name of the Member of Rajya Sabha appointed to the Joint
Committee, may be communicated to this House".

THE BUDGET (RAILWAYS) 2007-2008
AND
‘GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION

Approving Recommendations Contained in Fifth Report of the
Railway Convention Committee (2004)—Contd.

SHRIMOINUL HASSAN (West Bengal): Sir, | rise to express my views
regarding the very neglected sector of the Eastern Railway in West Bengal,
thatis, Sealdah to Lalgola. For the last several years, we have been raising
the demand to introduce a morning express train from Sealdah to
Murshidabad or Kolkata to Murshidabad. Last time, when | was a Member
of the Lok Sabha, | and many other Members of that House raised this
demand, and | had raised this issue in this very House also through a
Special Mention. Today, again, | raise this issue and demand for an express
train from Sealdah to Murshidabad. Murshidabad was the last capital of
our country. It was the last capital of the Nawabs. Itis very near to Plassey.
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The last battie was fought there. Murshidabad is a tourist spot. Fifty lakh
tourists come to Murshidabad every year from different parts of the country
and abroad. This demand for an express train from Sealdah to Murshidabad
is a genuine demand. Therefore, | again raise this issue in this august House.

Sir, again, | would like to mention that Murshidabad is a district, which is fast
coming up, with an agro-industry base and with 68 per cent minority population.
Therefore, | would like to express my concern about this demand again.

Another point is that four or five years ago the then Railway Minister
announced two survey works in West Bengal. One is relating to Krishnagar-
Karimpur line. | specifically mention this because there was a special
paragraph in the Budget Speech about Krishnagar-Karimpurline. Second
one is Berhampore to Kandi. But for the last two or three years there was
no mention about these lines in the Budget. There is no mention about
these lines anywhere in the Railway Budget documents. Today, on this
occasion, | would like to know from the Minister about the fate of these
surveys. Will they happen? Will they contmue? Will they be stopped by
the Railway Ministry?

My third point—one of our fellow comrades has also raised it—is
relating to doubling of the New Jalpaiguri-Alipur Duar line via Jaipaiguri
Road and New Cooch Behar. This line should be doubled. Why should it
be doubled? Because it is the main connecting line to the North-East.
So, this line should be doubled. That is number one. Also on this line,
gradually, the number of trains is increasing. Hence if doubling work is
not taken up on this line, then, this will give rise to difficulties. So, our
demand is that doubling work on this portion of the line should be taken
up immediately.

My fourth point is this. Sir, so far as the performance of the Railways is
concerned, | am not specially mentioning it. We are at the fag end of the
discussion, and enough has been said about it. But if we take the case of
the Rajdhani Express, we all have to travel quite frequently by Rajdhani
trains. Some of my colleagues here have already mentioned about the
quality of food, quality of the bed-rolls, working of ACs in trains, etc. | am
not going into the details. But, so far as the time of arrival of trains is
concerned, we have a bad experience about it. In fact, yesterday, | came
from Kolkata, and the train was more than five hours late. Not only this
train, the same is the case with trains between Delhi and Sealdah, Ranchi,
Bhubaneswar and Howrah. The trains have not reached in time evenon a
single day. Last Saturday again, | had this experience when the train
reached two hours late. Every time this fear is there as to whether the train
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would reach at all in time or not. | would urge upon the hon. Minister to
address this problem as far as timing is concerned.

Another thing to be mentioned here is the quality of service and
performance that we get in the trains. | trave! frequently from Kolkata to
my native district, Murshidabad. That is an overnight journey. Leave alone
the security aspect, but the First Class compartment is not even air-
conditioned. | am not even demanding ACs in this compartment, but, there
is no tube light even. That is the minimum one can expect. There is no
tube light; there is no fan; and we are not provided with a bedroll at the
Sealdah station. Several times | have sent this message from Parliament.
This is the case with MPs, MLAs and other VIPs who are travelling in this
train. | would urge upon the Ministry to attend to these basic requirements.
| do appreciate that the Railway Ministry as such is doing very well. But
there are some lacunae, as has already been mentioned by Shri Pani and
other hon. Members. So far as the issue of private partnership is concerned,
we do have our objections. But, at least, the performance part of it should
be addressed properly.

With these words, | conclude. °

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY (Karnataka): Sir, as assured to you, |
will not take more than two minutes.

It is a good Budget and my congratulations to both the Ministers as
well as the employees working in the Railways. Having said this, | would
like to mention that the Members of Parliament, representing our State,
and the former and present Chief Ministers have sent a proposal to the
Government of India. They met the hon. Raiiway Minister and represented
their case before him. Unfortunately, gross injustice has been done to the
State of Karnataka. As a result, there is widespread discontentment
amongst the people there. | don't want to say 'resentment’, but the people
have a strong feeling that the Central Government is not taking care of the
State, and a step-motherly treatment is being meted out to the State of
Karnataka. We have had Railways Ministers like Shri T.A. Pai, Shri Jaffer
Sharief, who contributed a lot.for the development of our State. But,
subsequently, we have only been neglected. | would like to ask of the hon.
Minister as to how many proposals have been sent by the State Government
to the Central Government; | do not want to go into the details. Kindly tell
us how many projects have been completed and how many more projects
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are.you going to take up now. | would like to know whether you have provided
sufficient funds and how much fund have you allotted to the State of
Karnataka. | will just give you an example. Take the broad-gauging of the
Mangalore-Bangalore railway fine. It is now fourteen years and they have
not yet completed it. | am giving this example just to show how efficiently
the Railways are running. Goods trains are running on that track but no
passenger train is running. They give the safety aspect as the reason. Yes,
we are also concerned with safety. But, why can't you expedite your work? -
So, the hon. Railway Minister may kindly reply to this.

With these words, | thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: As Shri Poojary has said, | also want to
mention about gauge conversion of the Bijapur-Gadag section. It has taken
ten years and it is still not complete. .

SHRI R. VELU: Sir, so far as...

' SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Why do you have to get up every time.
...{Interruptions) '

SHRI R. VELU: No, no. Only one thing.
SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: No, no why do you intervene?

SHRIR. VELU: What is the problem with you? ...(Interruptions).. What
is the problem?

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: It is not a ping pong game.

SHRI R. VELU: | have sought the permission of the Chair and the Chair
Is aliowing me ...(Interruptions)... )

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Sir, what is this? There is no limit. He gets up
every time.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He wants to give some clarification.

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Itis not only for the consumption of Karnataka.
Itis for the Consumption. .. (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: itis not for me ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI S.8. AHLUWALIA: No, no Please, listen to me. | have a small
submission. It is not only the meant for Karnataka. When a Member is
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speaking, he is addressing the Railway Minister and the Railway Minister
would give his reply. He should reply to all the questions. Why is he
favouring a Member right now?

. SHRI R. VELU: | am not favouring ...(/Interruptions)...

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: No, what is the necessity? | have never seen
this. If every time the Minister of State for Finance dealing with Revenue
or the Minister of State for Finance dealing with Banking or Shri P.
Chidambaram jumps into the discussion on the General Budget, then
the Budget discussion would never be over. He is standing up again and
again.

SHRI R. VELU: That is because it is an important thing.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: My, Velu, what is it that you want to say?

SHRI R. VELU: Sir, | agree with what the hon. Member %aéaying about
- the Mangalore-Bangalore Section. That is all right. We are already running
goods trains there. The Commissioner of Safety has raised a point which
is also to be rectified. We are awaiting his clearance. That is one. Secondly,
we have also ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI S. S. AHLUWALIA: Why did you not reply to the questions raised
by Shri Pany? ...(Interruptions)...Why did you not reply? This is not fair.
Certain questions were raised by other Members also. Why did you not
reply?

MR.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Ahluwalia.
SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: No, Sir. That is not fair.

T AT sert: IqAWEAy 5, # 8 WA 91ed € ) (HaYH) Teaitaar st
(FE)

st IqawTafy: a1y AfST (FAYR) 319 38 it a1 e 571 1@ £2 Ministers do
intervene in between a debate a number of times. '

SHRI S.8. AHLUWALIA: This is not fair, Sir. The Ruling Party Members
are asking questions and he is getting up every time.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No. in the morning, LaI‘uji also intervened.
...(Interruptions). ..
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6.00pP.m. 7
SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Shri Pany raised a point about Orissa. But he
never replied ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI R. VELU: Sir, for Karnataka we have already increased the Budget
by 37 per cent this year.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: All right. Mr. Suresh Bhardwa;.

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Now, he should reply to his questlons pertaining
to Himachal Pradesh also.

St G WG UETE TR HEled, el wie] e St & fawg &
T faenfran & FHR 3R TR i it TR wiftr it & [efia v & a9
e @ foy agd £ 16 © T 1 38 o § <19 TSR HAg w1 JAE fe@mn
¥ 1wy § PizgE 91 MU E o et o eTEeRl # o1 @ § i ane woie St
Ve S X8 G a1 @ §1 39 ase #, figwn & dedt vt F, e
Hiard fadel @ e €, 39 wew 1 gl 9t | et w1 W Ry

ref $2 e B AR F T6l W FHE1 T | IUTHA VoV iR fafrrn T wewm €,
) =9 &) WS A o g wew 1 =9 ¥ % aF 9 3| g S R, AfhA
st 7 figwm, fafemq o ereomaa wew 7 398 e vg=m & fag, ad 3
F1 e R o o 7 991 ¥ | 36t yeeR A fenrae w3 oft g 1w dmad
g ¥ | sHe! i fossa § ol 11947 4§ g4 femrea wew 9 S {9a oA
s o, Tode &9 4 Freren ¥ fomen & a9 d, 39 9wy fefew §sifad i 3@
Ed AEA 1 F9F1 giYed 997 ©@ 9, AfF 36 89 & U g Afa Serg A
103 G Giceh 9% ared a1 =, AfRa fasst 60 9l 3 39 T # tw $9 =+
+ft srgrert 761 %1 71 ¥ ) 36 T H T A TSR § TR F1 R, FE
3 &9 § Tea estates i, 3ufem 3 S8 angd =+ o, Fifs 971 FRiz S 196K
Steraryg oft, gifere famen ! i %t wR Sfvea «ft o= w a1 " 9
&, TR SRS FT1 7, AR YHINS F1 &, =M FIST FT1 A A1 g T 61
~ hydel project g1, 3@ fou ag @mea s+t oft | Tmar fase 60 auf § fear=a weu
Q 17 are Syfatafy, fEarae Tew 1 9ER, 3! Ster w1 & foag, Saw
TS A 91 & fTg 3 3 o7 ) 2, Afe 3 o 39 aR H 5 1
Torar man i 38 IR & Fee § oft 31 1 Al & 9R § w49 @1 off e A
AR
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TS e a8 60 sl J 761 @ I a6 1 10 Freidtet &t orga o =9
2, Afe 1 Q aoarst #1 aEF, foaes o § gan iy st aftey fdg arsarsi 3
oft e 3fi fareera IRy St 7 oft e ) 9El W owE oft 5 @ @ o e e SR @
T & @ wifEn it 91 wue HE St A T A, Rad | St € ugd
w2139 a7 W 9yR |9 St ©F  hydel project %1 IgRA #3 @& f&UC
fearast wew 7w 9 3R I q81 W 4100 FAE YT F1 T =ifwa foran, 39
4100 HUg ¥ # YR T Frrer-derarst ¥ @57 2007 § @@ @@ 9w, @
srearad foan T o1, AfF 369 IR & 99 d o Y9k St A 99 95 & 3.
FHfnedz #t it TR X g 3l 39 Wog oA @ &M & fau f9d 24 ore
YU 71 g2 fegr &, Food s 4 qeer off 3R @ T e @ wd €1 1wy
Tt S ) wigede, St 3RA 9@ et g H § ¥ ik ferea iRu S g=
T, S gt T # €, Foeia famraer wew &) 9% Wit 39K €, 39 W i Al o 3
#1¢ oy 7 T @ 3R 3 s F 3R et yow 1 A a fieet
@ e &1 98 99 NDA &1 WTR ot 3R 1ewviia ared faerd aidat st
g WA 9, ferrae wew 99 gErEt yev ik Wiwrad gl @ wmg s e @
€t ran o1, a3 A figw #1 el &1 A & fau 3R 37 fawm & fag
T HrEa 91 3Hfe gR & aR faaa daedt o verdt wew &/ 3=
tefgae T fean an stk 3t ¥ & ofwvla fewraer wewr &) Yo fear mn
iR 39 gfie § fewrae w1 # /ga Wi investment g¢ &, A% investment
F1 9 Haw HINg B WY AT g a4 AR THdaen w1 &9 8, set w
aS-ah TS ot g & | 5Ehg A sk aren o dad 10 eI %1 patch
2, 30 WA AT & 99 w1 %M frod @ IR & aee ¥ W@ T o1 Afea
AR 3T A o} Fete ¥ wEra 2 femn w17 9@ 39 9 71 9o gon fE
B, 71 39 AR % AR H HS M Fa1 741 § fF 3TFT construction R a1 &
B 5ES 9 § ft g8 S 9idd T e wag St &7 fenee e @ saA
FEat [ § o fearea wew w10 9d F off amy o o, 39 ot 3= auw
= e 2

T A O 916, S haa ferrae wev | wwafya &, w9 € e
W e gerdsh €, 3Tt 7 fas aiEern § sk S e 9 97 R e F
&R 4t off, WIRdg a1 9 # SR o, 99 e # WER & 919
I -faemaql 3o AT H1 6V Wd & o & d’ 9t =1 7491 o1, 39
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-y foend fewrael wew o Uiy ot 21 Y Yo S § ufed-uiEde
YR H 96 @ W@ E, ALY THR F1 qréiym, Hife frgem #1 TR
g gAZ & fF 97 viable & €, fevraad YU TR &1 IRRAY § 98 WeiER
=T 3R 98 ®E 9, aAfha frea Q aul § 38 Iy~ faamaq deee &1 S
A e €, 391 AW FvH 9o 39 19 s | feaE A€ S Wi v

W had A ore wae S 4 3R WA @ W o= us s awt wE, 3R
7E AT A1 = € T fearae wew S g @) diomedt 2w dn S
-1y 9 fegaa &1 T T wE 1 3 € 9, fegwE i et w S
TaTIHd 2, 3 foiu 98 25 TR wmane fesre! 3afed &3 &) g W@
21 TR W ANEA 92-98 Moad M w @ ¢ ok ww @ ¥, fa < fawred
e 2t e Sad feoras yew ¥ g A S, 9 9n fegwam & &1 et |
femraet weu i Wit & S3-a3 3dm o ¥ 1 98 Yerdl 93w §, el Wi A iy
Tt ¥ | safere w8l W 3y & IET 3R g ST @ W fae g €1 sad
A % AFS B TH T 14 investment T 60 T H 31 a0 A& g 810
oiTgr-wgd o1efl g3m o, 9% o 39 AR & o= ¥ facgd TeRg wT fg=n mn
sHferg fearas weo & Wdt, irrespective of parties, 89 |l fia ¢, gaid
AT HeE fawra SRt S, R e 91 & o1 9 SR H uyH wt St |
ot 7 fawa d faet 9, 91 wfedz ot 397 918 e o, 39 999K 34 a9
e TEl Tl T A e 3o FEd § TR femrad wev ) o T @
TR FT UF W THE | FETTA we¥ i Frmrwd v fegwmm & fra €, 3w
1 1 oA T, i 6 Al 8 TgaH WHAn g W e, @ e s
S T-HERS 8 &, 3701 78 A & fau dza fsa d =1 gut v s
M &, F 9 A fe 3 33w o1 faadi | dfed 1| g7 qwi W e & sy
¥ YT a1 o, 99 fegaH TR 9 e [ 3N 3 39S 91 300 Wi qF
T FHI IR G 1Y 36 &1 ot am 2 ) 36T 39 9 6w J @t
TRl w&w 1 HHeT Y neglect T 98 €U Teh A&l W€ a1 | (FHG H1EHA) |

s gfeq & uw gl 9 o ot Fe oW % A = 9 i insurgency ¥,
TofeT 319 36 aR # Wred § 1 Sfed femrad e oiv s S s, S
9 fa @ E, S fnen oiR e w1 gfie § @t & se 9§ T E, SR
9 Had gHiae fa 3 wifafg w3w 8, 3 Ta ff wan §, 3% neglect 7 FR,
IH! T T Ty, 3t | wwemE § fw fegwam Ft uwa oI sTEEd Sy ®
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we | Fenraret TR S €, o i 2 R o 2 | s STqaaRy o
MY g3 GAY e, 3ok Teq 3Mr9eh! gd-=gd &-aTe |

ot IqQuTefa: st St | e |

ot SE=N AT WA g S, H 70 IE JE FE H IFS < 9 @
=TT ¢ ) BHR Tég TS| # ol ee VIl < 7T w7 &, ol SHeh e =rerdt i el
8 o, ' TR0 o S ST EaT } 7, 36 ORE SRR 1 AR Al & o s
A FHI ey dt i T w0 aren ], ITH1 3179 T 197 3@ A1fen, ITE! 18l
23H T Afen, AfHT uw 3R | 791 2159 FHH fverar ¥ | 98 der wo §, @R
ESOIRES A

ﬂ%mmﬁ:#{émﬁmqﬁaﬁﬁaﬂm@mmﬁwﬂ%m{
AN FEWE a8 1 ... (FIUR)... 37U Teld H8 @ &, Tl w121 250
39kt Urdl &1 € fgen 21

it SI=i e w0 | 9T ST9R €, AfRA 9% 91 39T F@ @1 § F[ifd 39
I € R I F e W Ut €, S gATH wEdt § iR 3% AR e @ NuR
W E e %138 AR g 0 AT 86 F o 5 T fow ®1# o o e
 foru arfiries e T a0 efigr & faw 39 9 9, o1 o1e waie off Fed €, &9
forar deft &, gafore 321 eftgr % fofw w29 <t 1w & woet anvrdt § ol o
SIfeFeT ST €, AfFA o 7F R & S d N wp fem mn, smA A& |
Tl & o Toa § 6 T1@ 66 F9R HUS T F41 gAaHe A1 T € | o fawr|
T TR T T F, 3 e I Fashr T 7 e ) 99 ST =ik, afwd 3
AR § %3 &l G 7 =81 DI 46 died 8, Sl § 3w fegwa 1o Wi uae
At T THaT € oI ITe A Wi o1 oft gar € 1 Tl SR @ fAu sga o= e g,
AR 31 46 Ured A FAfRMAS & aR § 2 & 9@ 1 — 7 &5 & faw g, =
<& & foru Orn | U@ died w= H €, Whrg # €, A 39 died & fou w7 9
T ¥ 1 gfere W dR W fardt a1 € e e @ e d s # SR Y w
a1 &1 STy

TR Tl T & < um ¥ - grenT ¥ SR Emany @ sl et svn St €, s
STt & 19 39 A O I QW B R L I U 1Y WG A S | S5 THYen
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forersft =1 v &, e s 1w R, ERET YT FH 1A L, m:nugﬁ
ST ST T T T | Ih] 3T |l S S ey |

AR, 319 0% oA H TF R A @ G e, afs s fedm
T 3 o &1 < Tl B | o Ire R wierett A dl 79 Feasia o R & T
FE ¢ 7 T & e ] 1 a9 A e W A, AfwA 98 TWie W o I eRE Sed
2, afea am Q st ot ¥ 1 97 a1l gE At € SR TRl @ weat et # afk
TERIA HI IHY H1E FRR S Sl §) 39T A S wE Wi e A < i R
TR e T IS FAge € T ], T aore § fegien fean @, dfeaag one
% faeTar TEt o1 R | 9% S FASH 1 FTH <ordl I, 98 TSR TR F T5H
# Y& gl o, Afh 48 o7 9% TU el 53T ¥ | 9% I8 16 THET TaEHR 3 ¥F
foran =, THfere Poivne TR 34 QU - F T, mﬂmﬁla’éwﬁq\nm
g, At T fat )

wo1e ¥ TaReEt deedta 9 foan T @ F e -3, Wﬁm—m
&1 WafE 3, afeT wafE w9 2 o™ gtE A 99 30, Afea R e
g T S A F8 WA & vt gafae # faadt s € f e ae §ag
YT Ao &1 WafiE 9 2, Afes st s fora e | 98 T A o) el
- off foman s a1 @ ol R 6 - 37w | uw fenarex 2, vard &
T 8 A 20-25 e H €1 27 THR TONE § @ 9T 8 € € 98 el @
HAGSH hT S U ], 9 o i ¥ gafe B famdt e o wee § wer-9-sare
e Y & T § 5 HAasH & S Qi 8, 3 feg s =fee)

wRea, Ea ¥ & |t @iae 7€ o T R ) 39 e s T wEE @
o amer # wradt e F1 Wi €, At 3w forg 78 g @ vow sft
o e A T e & | oted sty o T e T | o e H RS gw
H U &, IT TeAHdT- STEACHIE B U &, FREH §, midtar ¥, gegR €, 9w
TF &3 ¥ — @i F off Hie g vy 8 57§ o A <fiiwet fea men @ 1 39 w i
WS ¥ 50 @ 9 A T ¢ 7= a8 W 20-25 oA # amw & wedl §, afwa
Ta § T o e e A fem m f

HEICd, T 5[ & A4 a1 91§19 fedi=H 81 §, W@m%ﬁé@im
& i 8 fediom &1 9w e & &rlt &1 gag s ved €1 9@ &1 S fedfiema
TSR 8, % Yog 38T ¢ |l euR win off % e A S %1 Esaardt sTeueEe

386



{13 March, 2007] RAJYA SABHA

T AT | T 3w A g A e, Afen <1 A oA feates #1 U S S gAR
e & fey T 791 99 o9 9rfen | R &9 # oa | Hie TS ol 1 i e
ST B | §7oRT hearsid T 91fE, Fife 99 39 U o1 iR Ht fof R &
T & S H T B mwﬁshtﬁaﬁaaﬁﬁﬂﬁaaﬁﬂ% mgﬁfﬁé
frar s

m@méﬂ%w%ﬁ:ﬁﬁm*{l%ﬂﬁﬂhﬁmﬂ |1 SR arn
IEHRIAE Herd €, W & ¥ warer ana § oi foruan ot agar R 1 s S| @
Y NegAr SIgl ST, 9RA &1 e & &7 § 5 @nf ], Svea 2w v R,
SR IEH Aeur A S Y i Sigl S, d sgd wEe g ) 3 e § 6
TRz 1 v e wSur S ey, wifs g # e, SR, TSR,
S[APTE, YRR fe STE off § 1 WREE | weren Tt St S Sy of 8, safae
e & feeeht & forg U 78 qeiurl =errt 98t

TS &1 99 w4 &, AfFT s u # S e €, 3 50-60 A 39y ST
S HE G A A S P H = 1A ® @ H I WS W At o, Sueht
gifeaT 19 U8 60 T9C U W off, fosst %3 9 Yeat 98 wifeen W 130 9 9fa
w1 fonan 7T o, 3@ ot SE H U T Ao FahTe 3 U He T 900 F9AT
ferren o femn e, o wifeen =it weh 512 %1 900 SRT 31X PR T g al 1500
T | W & fo 9 TSl ) A h el SRR E, @ i S g | S
HY 7 T FHI WS Tt AR 9 i T, o SHHT IS o/t TE & HR e, 9w
Q€1 39 o faened 1 wifrR fafee @ s -a=a S o W, I o Sa
HE FHAYE A fern | gafae 78 sga wd St | 7 el w9 w9 gl 9@R,
e & forg, fearl & fore 2ol & fag, snfcanfasl & foag, wem-fuegl snfig =
mil%ﬁwmi‘ﬁqﬁwr@?ﬁ’mﬁqﬁﬁ@ordmanceﬁm?n
?, 39 Ta g feran sy

ST Ueh ITAT €M | TR 239 391 919 oY &1, Afh A1 aF g Wi 99 =t
T | TR 3 T~ o srere # Fevere e fF a0 s sm 80, 383 4 30
T A ST T R e W g ¥ | e om 3R 52 T Wed wE H
feru siren e, Afes o e 27 TR WS 9 gu §, aent e W ge el gen gy
zafay g1z 1 ) gayH FW E, 9 e F3 €, ST S 98d G T 91,
e H 741 feaeiy™ F37 Tiey, Afwa 731 feaeilse 3@ 3193 gg &) i wifew
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+ft T 23 SgIeh< SRl ST S @ ) Afe Hifgar a1 32 afag s € % ovR
T 2 & A e R, 9 A e P Toume o7 el o 99 Y ) gty Sfem #
3 | I 71 Terar € 3iv & gd § 5 A s o s, dewme € wmed, e |
Tl € fop T /9 8 are 79 '

: agHeEg § fooet dadt U Sl Sa1 3 aordt of | 3§ A 1 wod 3oy 4
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AT A S F1 Hw o, 9@ fou y=reng | #3919 faar @) =ad s
371 o, IQ o] o Tt 3R e & faera d St it 31 @), 9w eve-agd o
71 T4 & Ao ME TR FHeird gl ool & ot & 3@ F1 9auE #3198 919
FEd g AR 9P W SR e A g 1ot | aura FIa g g=gens |

SHRI GIREESH KUMAR SANGHI (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, i cannot be
so different from the whole House. | am the last speaker. Everybody has
highly appreciated the Railway Budget and the whole team of Shri Lalu
Prasadji. | also congratulate the whole team and his leadership.

Sir, | have a few specific points to mention here. | hope the hon. Ministers
sitting here will make note of them and they will be referred to in the reply.
In our country, the Indian Railways play a very important role as far as
providing infrastructure is concerned. Over the years, as far as transport
share is concerned, there has been a shift from Railways to road transport.
This shift was, basically, due to improper handling of goods, especially
parcel goods and local transfer goods. | would like to request the hon.
Ministers to look into this and plan how to retain the original share of
" Indian Railways, which was playing a major role in transporting goods
from one part of the country to the other. | am saying this because the
Indian Railways is a very, very efficient organization. If you look at the fuel
consumption per tonne haulage, Raiiways consume about 1/6th fuel in
terms of per tonne haulage of any goods. So, if we can try to bring back
the earlier market share of Railways, which it was having, | think, that will
help a lot to our country and also save the foreign exchange which we,
otherwise, have to shell out through import of oil. In this regard, Roll-on
and Roll-off was one concept which was conceived and implemented on
the Konkan Railways. This can help a lot in transporting the goods from
one part to the other part, especially in containers and trucks. This Roll-on
and Roll-off Multi-Model Transport System is something like, you load a
truck on a flat wagon and long distance haulage is carried on the Railways,
instead of carrying on road. This helps a lot to decongest our roads. It also
helps in reducing the accidents and there is also a lot of saving in terms of
fuel, fatigue of drivers, etc. There have been a lot of reports on this. Alt over
the world this concept is very successfully being implemented. They use
MMS; wherever they can use railways, they use railways or wherever they
can use sea route or inland water transport or combination of all. They use
that and try to save as much as possible. But, in this, the major hindrance
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is infringement of height. When you load a container or a truck on a flat
wagon, there is a height impediment. if we can give a serious thought to
" reducing the-height impediment—not much of expenditure is required—
our country can save a lot. And, especially, the perishable goods can
move very fast. It is because Railways move very fast. For example, if you
take a truck to travel from Hyderabad to Delhi, it takes almost eight days
and you cannot send perishable goods. But, a fast express train reaches
in 20 hours. A lot of goods which farmers produce either in the Southern
States or the Northern States can be transported very fast and we can
also contain the price rise and can also make availability of goods to
people much easier. Sir, again, | am coming on the same thing. If refrigerator
container facility can be introduced in the Railways, it will also help in
handling the perishable goods to a great extent. Apples from Kashmir can
come down to South; grapes from South can go down to"the North.
Similarly, there are milk products which can be easily transported from
one part of the country to another, all parts of the country. Railways has
got a great potential. In the last 2-3 Budgets, Laluji has shown tremendous
profits. We are all very eager to know how, all of a sudden, Railways have
started making profits. Why could not it make profits earlier? What is the
miracle that Laluji has done? | think, he has adopted the saying,
“*femg-u-nel, 9ee-u-gd '’ | He has been bold enough to say that wagons
should be loaded to their maximum capacity. Why was it not done earlier?
Has any inquiry been conducted why the Railways were in losses for all
these years; who were responsible for that? 'Better late than never'. We
are happy that, at least, it has happened now. | would be very happy if the
hon. Minister find out what were the reasons for the losses in the past. |
think, a report must come out how, all of a sudden, the Railways have
shown a turn around. There are a number of sectors which need aturn
around. The example of the Railways can be a good example for all of
them to emulate. it can prove to be a very good case study. The Railways
have a great potential in the field of parcel services also. About 40 lakh
trucks are operating all over the country. There was a report recently on
these trucks. They pay-around Rs. 20,000 crores as road mamool and toll
tax every year. It can be shifted back to the Railways and this money can
be saved. Thus, the country will grow much faster. We have to catch up
with other developing countries, like, China. So, we have to perform much
better. -
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Export is yet another important area. Exports need hauilage of containers.
In our country, the haulage of container is very expensive. It is even
expensive than the sea transport. If | have to send a container, say, from
Chennai port to Singapore or Hong Kong, the cost of haulage is hardly
about 800 dollars. But the cost of inland haulage is around Rs. 30,000—
40,000, which comes to more than 1,000 dollars. So, it would be helpful if
we can have a system where there is some sort of a cost subsidy or
equalisation of fare for haulage of containers for export units which are
located in remote areas. The Government is contemplating that the
industrial units come.up in the areas where there are.no industries. But
unless we create infrastructure and make the things competitive, it is not
possible. If an industry is set up in a remote area, the cost of transport will
be costlier, the cost of labour will be costlier, and availability of other things
wili be costlier. it would not be able to complete. | think, the Railways can
ptay an important rcle in such a situation.

The next point on which | would like to emphasise is about my State,
that is, Andhra Pradesh. The Members of Parliament from Andhra Pradesh
met the'hon. Prime Minister. A lot of injustice had been done to Andhra
Pradesh. Though our Government has categorically assured of seven
programmes, like, the MMTC, MMTS—the Government of Andhra
Pradesh is ready to beat 2/3rd of the total cost—yet nothing is happening.
The proposal for new lines between Bhadrachallam—Kovvur, Nadikudi—
Srikalahasti and Kadapa-Bangalore, and a lot of other proposals are
pending with the Ministry. The State of Andhra Pradesh did not get its
due share. People of Andhra Pradesh feel that their State has not been
properly represented in this Railway Budget. So, | request the Railway
Minister and the Department to kindly see that Andhra Pradesh gets its
due share.

Another point is this. The work of Delhi Metro is a great success story.
We have shown to the whole world how well we can build our own metro
and the same story can be repeated in various metropolitan cities like
Hyderabad, Bangalore, Chennai and other places. It should be very fast.
Just now, an hon. Member said that one small line took ten years. It
should not take 5—10 years to build a metro. it should be very fast. Now
that the Railways are earning profits, they can raise huge funds. They can
go to foreign investors, foreign banks and get huge funds. We have to
accelerate our work. We have to think globally. We have to position
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ourselives globally. We get so many foreign tourists. But in the standards
which they see in their countries and which they see in our country, there
is a lot of difference. We have to improve the over all standards of facilities,
hygiene, food, and how they are treated on the platforms in the Railways
atthe entry points, getting ticketing done, reservation done, etc. All these .
aspects have to be improved. Though there is an improvement, there is a
lot to be done. And, | am sure, under the table leadership of Shri Lalu
Prasadji, things willimprove.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The reply will be tomorrow The House is
adjourned to meet tomorrow at 11 o'clock.

The House then adjourned at thirty-one minutes past six of the clock till
eleven of the clock on Wednesday, the 14th March, 2007.

MGIPMRND—-4011RS~—6-2-2008.

392



