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“Preservation and growth of the
environment around the Himalayas”

2562. SHRI SURESH KALMADI:
SHRI KALRAJ MISHRA:

Will the PRIME MINISTER be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Himalayas are facing an ecological
disaster due to outdated forest policy
with emphasis on commercial tree
planting; and

(b) if so, what measures Govern-
ment propose to take for the preser-
vation and growth of environment
around Himalayas?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT
(SHRI DIGVIJAY SINH): (a) and
(b) It is well known that the Hima-
" layas are geologieally young and
very fragile. The ecological problems
of this region are mainly on account
of biotic pressures and loss of vegetal
cover,

The measures already initiated or
proposed to be undertaken for pre-
servation of Himalayan environment
include:

(i) Action-oriented eco-develop-
ment research has been initiated in
all the Himalayan Universities to
find solutions to the local problem;

(ii) The Institute for Himalayan
Environment and Development is
being established to focus attention
on special problem of the region.

(iii) Doon Valley has been taken
up on a pilot project to come out
with an environmentally compati-
able Development package for the
Hilly areas.
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(iv) A detailed project for the re-
habilitation of Himalayan Foothills
iy being worked out with emphasis
on soil and watershed management.

(v) Guidelines have been worked
out for the trekking and expeditions
covering such items as preservation
of flora and fauna, disposal of camp-
ing sites.

(vi) Setting up of National Parks
and Biosphere Reserves are propos-
ed from Kashmir to the North East.

(vii) Strict environmental impact
assessment of development projects
such as industries, power, transport.

(viii) Reafforestation and soil con-
servation, on priority.

{ix) Enactment of National Forest
Conservation Act, 1980.

(x) Taking up integrated arrear
development projects in the catch-
ment of flood prone rivers.

Setting up of working group to study
the economic and social conditions of
Scheduled Castes

2563. SHRI PANDURANG DHAR-
MAJI JADHAV: Will the Minister of
PLANNING be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have set
up a working group to study the eco-
nomic and social conditions of the
Scheduled Castes durinig the Seventh
Plan period;

(b) if so, what is the composition
and whether there is any Scheduled
Caste member taken on the working
group; and

(c) what are the details of priorities
of work with which the group has
been entrusted?

THE MINISTER OF PLANNING
(SHRI S. B. CHAVAN): (a) to (¢)
Yes, Sir. The composition and terms
of reference of the Warking Group on
Development of Schéduled Castes for
the Seventh Five Year Plan are given
in OM. No. PC/BC/11-8(2)/83 dated



