[17 August, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

Tarun Bharat, the Government of Maharashtra have informed that the Board
of Directors of the Nagar Urban Co-operative Bank Limited, Ahmednagar
had recommended that IS percent dividend be utilised for giving donation to
Kargil Funtf and to the Anand Rishiji Hospital. But in the Annual General
meeting of the Bank, some of the members had objected to this
recommendation and demanded their share of dividend. Therefore, the bank
approached the Commissioner of Co-operation and Registrar of Co-operative
Societies Maharashtra State, Fune and asked for appropriate guidance, who
rejected the above proposal of the bank and ordered that the dividend should
be paid to members immediately. However, the Board of Directors and
employees of Nagar Urban Co-operative Bank have subsequently, donated
Rs. 83,25V- to the Army Central Welfare Fund.

Purchase of AJTs

2501. DR. DASARI NARAYANA RAO: Will the Minister of
DEFENCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether fresh problems have cropped up in the Advanced Jet
Trainer Aircraft deal for the Air Force, pending since long;

(b) if so, the reasons for the delay; and

(c) by when the purchase of AJTs is likely to be finalised?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES): (a)
No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.
(c) Negotiations have commenced with Mi British Aerospace for the
Hawk AIT. The contract will be signed after the negotiations are successfully

completed.
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