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REFERENCE TO THE ELOUO HAVOC
IN TRIPURA

SHRIMATI ILA BHATTACHARYA
(Tripura): Mr. Vice-Chairman, the situa-
tion in Tripura due to flood havoc is
very grave, very serious. About five lakh
people are affected due to the flood. Re-
cently Tripura has been severely affected
by floods. Vast areas of land have been
inundated. Thousands of people have been
rendered hornless and massive destruction

d to property. Road communication
is seriously disrupted. Assam-Agartala
road, Tripura's only link, with the rest of
the country, is unusable due to over 60
heavy Ia Almost all  district
and sub divisional towns are cut off from
the State capital . It has been impossible
to move foodgrains from one part of the
State to another. The food situation in the
State has, therefore, become alarming
now. In this connection the Chtef Minis-
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ter of Tripura had sent a rediogram on
21st June, 1983 to the Prime Minister and
had emphasized th, need for building up
stocks, particularly in the inaccessible
areas of ths State. This has been followed
up by numerous communications to the
Food and Civil Supplies Minister both at
the political and at the administrative
levels. Unfortunately the Centres res-
ponse was most unsympathetic. Today
we in Tripura find ourselves in the most
helpless condition due to the unhelpful
attitude of the Centre, especially the Food
and Civil Supplies Ministry. It has not
been possible to build stocks anywhere in
the State. With all communications cut
off, we find that i". most of the areas
there is hardly three days' stock of food-
grains available. 1 regret that du; to the
inability of the Food and Civil Supplies
"Ministry to appreciate the realities, the
people of the State are now suffering.
Tripura needs assistance from the Centre
for relief work at this juncture. I want to
remind the Government that in the first
week of July the State had witnessed an-
other flood causing widespread damage
and the State Government had to spend
about Rs. 40 lakhs on relief works. No
Central team visited Tripura at that time
to assess the loss and recommend assis-
tance. Therefore, I urge upon the- Govern-
ment to send a Central team immediately
for this purpose and rush immediate food-
grains and other help to the State. Thank
you.

SHRI HAREKRUSHNA MALLICK
(Orissa): Sir, Iendorse what she has
said. The Centre should immediately
supplies i0
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