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L&nxi   xogenara   MaKwajiaj. in laying the 
document mentioned at I above. 

[Placed in Library. See No LT— 6915[83 for 
(I)  and (II)]. 

REPORTS    . OF       THE       PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 

SHRI NIRMAL CHATTERJEE (West 
Bengal): Sir, I beg to lay on the Table a copy 
each (in English and Hindi) of the following 
Reports of the Public Accounts Committee: — 

(i) Hundred and Sixty-second Report of the 
Public Accounts Committee (7th Lok Sabha) 
relating to Ministry of Railways (Railway 
Board)—Western Railway—Construction of 
a metre gauge line from B-abla to  Singhana. 

(ii) Hundred and Sixty-third Report of the 
Public Accounts Committee on action taken 
by Government on the recommendations con-
tained in their 108th Report (7th Lok Sabha) 
relating to Ministry of Finance (Department 
of Revenue) — Union Excise Duties—
Knocked down condition. 
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yoi can 
discuss the matter in the Chamber. 
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THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAO): Mr. Deputy 
Chairman, Sir, on 27th July 1983, the Ministry of 
External Affairs conveyed the Government of 
India's strong concern about the supply of Harpoon 
missiles to the U.S. Government through their 
Embassy in New Delhi. The Indian Ambassador in 
Washington has reiterated India's deep concern 
with the US Government on 2nd August 1983. It is 
well-known that tne US Administration has cited 
the situation in and around Afghanistan as a pretext 
for supplying arihg to Pakistan. While we have 
never agreed with this contention, it is still more 
untenable, in the case of supply of Harpoon 
missiles, since the situation in Afghanistan is 
totally unconnected with this supply. The 
Government of Indin's stand continues to be that 
there is no justification or supplying such patently 
offensive missile systems to Pakistan. Even the 
Vulcan Phalanx close-in weapons system, which is 
being given, incorporates very up-to-date weapons 
tchnology, which woulj require to be matched. 

This would represent the introduction of a new 
level of sophistication in armaments in our re<?ion 
in the area of naval warfare where such arms; 
escalation hag hitherto been relatively limited. It 
could thus needlessly precipitate a new arms race 
to the region. 

The continuing Indian concern over the supply of 
US arms to Pakistan was reiterated during the 
recent visit of Secretary of State' Shultz. U.S. 
action3 in this regard woul^ have a destabilising 
effect on this region and would run counter to 
professed U.S. aims towards this region. We hope 

that the U.S. Government will give the most careful 

thought to the matter before taking such a steo. 
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