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Sir, the point for which ] am arising
i+ the impending retrenchment notices
which have been issued to 30,000 workers
of 40 jron ore mines, hall of them  Adivasis,
in the Badajamunda sector of the two
Orissa districts of Keonjhar and Sundar-
sarh, Sir. this news appeared in  the
Statesman’ also of April 23, 1983. Sir
all the workers have rececived notices
trom both the public sector and the private
seclor mincowners that there will be no
production in any one of these mines
tram Ist of July. The reasons given in  the
nolices, Sir, is that the Minerals and
Metals Trading Corporation which wa-s
the sole purchaser of iron ore has stoppad
purchasing any iron ore from these mines
on the ground that the importérs are
refusing to send their ships to the Paradip
purt because of the low draught and
abo because of other reasons. Sir, the
result is that nearly two lakh people.
that means, 130,000 workers and their fa-
nilies, witl be absolutely facing starvation.
Sir, the main villain of the pacce is the
Minerals and Metals Trading Corpora-
ton. Sir, you will be surprised 10 know
that these were the mines from which the
the MMTC purchased 26,738,232 tonnes
n 1975-76 . and in 1982-83, the purchases
tave gone down 1o mere 6,15,891 loanes.
Similarly, Sir, all the public sector and
nrivate sector steel plants used, to “ buy
tron ore from these huge iron ore mines
in Keonjbar district, and they purchased
13.17,842 tonnes in 1980-81. while in
1982-83, it has come down to mere 9,53,
3 wonnes

Sis, if there is any defect or il the impor-
iers are refusing to sead their ships 10
Paradip port because of the draught
restriction, is it not the prime duty of the
Shipping and Transport Ministry to im-
prove the facilities in Paradip port 7
Secondly, Sir, Orissa is being devaswated.
1~ you have just heard Mr., Mohapatra,
berause of serious drought. s it the time
1w throw out 30,000 workers, which Mr.
Sulve also talked the other day ? Sir, it
cane ecns the Ministry of Commerce which
controls the MMTC, it concerns the Stecl
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and  Mines  Ministry which -
chases jron  ore for the steel plants,

and it concerns the Labour Minis 1y
which has to give the permission for
the closure of the iron ore mines. So, Sir
through you, I wish ta draw the atien-
tion and the attention of the threc
Ministries and the attention of the Prime
Minister to the utterly grim situation
facing Orissa. | would like to know what
steps are being taken to save the jobs of
these 30,000 Adivasi workers. Sir, you
have just now heard that there is severe
drought, food is not being supplied, money
that was requested by the Orissa  Govern-
ment to combat drought and flood, the
entire amount has not been made avail-
ible.  On the other hand, people who
are having jobs they are being thrown
vut hecause of the closure of Badaamudi
and Sundargarh
districts of Orissa. What will the workers
do 7?1 nothing is done by the Government
the will have to resort to direct action
which will result in a scrious law and
order situation. What reply has the Go-
vernment to give in this matter ? Why
the MMTC chose this particular juncture
10 stop the purchase of iren-ore resulting
in the loss of jobs of 30,000 workers. So,
Sir. T again plead with the Ministry that
the Ministry must take steps to see that
iron-ore mines are nol closed down and
the purchase of irom-ore continues.

REFERENCE TO THE REPORTED
DECISION TAKEN BY THE INDIAN
BUREAU OF MINES TO SHIFY ITS
REGIONAL OFFICE FROM NELLORE
IN ANDHRA PRADESH TO MADRAS

SHRI KRISHNA MOHAN
BHAMIDIPAT! {Andhra Pradesh)
M. Deputy Chairman, Sir, [

thank you very much for giving me
an opporiunity 1o make a 1pecial mention.
The Indizn Burean of Mines has decided
to shift the Regional Office of the Indian
Bureau of Mines situated in Nellore 1o
Madras and' s part of the office has al-
ai Nellore bas- -been - giving valuably’
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[Shri ~ Krishna  Mohan  Bhamidipati]
suggestions to the Mine owners in the
development of their mines and also on the
utility of the deposits. The region has several
Mining Leases in force for barytes,
limestone, asbestos and mica. Three
cement plants have also been set up in
Cuddapah Dirstrict with an annual capactity
of a million tonnes each. The Indian Bureau
of Mines has also done considerable work
in the field of asbestos, barytes and mica.
Over 90 per cent of deposits for barytes in
India are to be found in Cuddapah District
which is adjacent to Nellore District. Since
the grade of the limestone is not uniform,
benefication studies will have to be taken up
and for all these activities, the continuance
ofthe Regional Office at Nellore is essential.
May I, through you, request tha 1 on-
Minister for Mines to see that the Regio-
nal Office at Nellore is not shifted ?

REFERENCE TO THE REPORTED
TRAINING IN HINDUISM AND
SIKHISM  BEING GIVEN TO
MUSLIMS IN PAKISTAN WITH A
VIEW TO SENDING THEM
SURREPTITIOUSLY TO INDIA FOR
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES
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