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Forest  Policy 

984. SHRI VISHVAJIT PRITHVIJIT 
SINGH: Will the PRIME MINISTER 
be pleased to state ; 

(a) whether it is a fact that the National 
Committee on Environment planning has 
recommended a new forest policy to maintain 
ecological balar.ee;  and 

(b) if so, what are the details in this 
regard? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT 
(SHRI DIGVIJAY SINH): <a) A study on the 
subject was commissioned by Department of 
Environment. The report of the study team 
was considered by the National Committee on 
Environmental Planning which sent a revised 
draft National Forest Policy, on the basis of 
the recommendations of the report, to the 
Department of Environment. The draft, after 
examination and incorporation of the 
Department's views, was sent to the Ministry 
of Agriculture where it is under examination. 

(b) A copy of the report is placed on the 
Table of the House. [See Appendix CXVVI 
Annexure No. 46) 

Research  Station  in Antarctica 

985. SHRI VISHVAJIT PRITHVI 
JIT SINGH : Will the PRIME MINIS 
TER be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that Government 
have decided to set up a permanent Research 
Station at Antarctica; and 

(b) if so, what are the details in this  
regard? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
DEPARTMENTS OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY, ATOMIC ENERGY, 
SPACE, ELECTRONICS AND.OCEAN 
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI SHIVRAJ V. 
PATIL):   (a)  Yes, Sir. 

(b) It is proposed to set up a permanent 
manned Research Station at Antarctica with 
direct communications 

link with India by 1985-86. The Station will 
allow for wintering and have adequate 
facilities for Secientifie Research. 

Loss  in   industrial   production   due  to 
power shortage 

986. SHRI VISHVAJIT PRITHVIJIT 
SINGH: Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be 
pleased to state: 

i a) whether it is a fact that the President of 
the Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry is reported to have 
stated that the country is incurring an annual 
loss of D e than Rs. 12,000 crores in industrial 
production due to power shortage; and 

(b) if so, what steps Government propose 
to take in this regard? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY (SHRI 
NARAYAN DATT TIWARI); (a)   Yes,  Sir. 

(b) With a view to meeting the 
pow rement  in   the country  it 
is programmed to commission 19666 MW 
during the 6th Plan period. In addition the 
capacity of about 30 MW has been sanctioned 
after formulation oi the 6th Plan which would 
yield benefits on the 6th Plan period itself. A 
capacity of about 20,000 MW has already 
been sanctioned for meeting the requirement 
of power during the 7th Plan period. In 
addition to the above, schemes totalling to 
about 5000 MW have been cleared. The 
benefit from these schemes is also likely to 
accrue during the 7th Plan period. Besides 
acceleration of power development, other 
steps like maximisation of generation from 
existing facilities, integrated operation of 
power system to facilitate exchange of power 
from surplus to deficit system, central 
participation in power development by setting 
up of Super Thermal Power Station and large 
hydel plant an/j permitting captive generation 
in selected industries which are energy 
intensive such as steel, aluminium etc.     are  
being taken. 


