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RAJYA SABHA 
Thursday, the 3rd March, 1983/12 

Phalguna, 1904 (Saka) The House met 
at eleven of the     clock,     Mr. Deputy 

Chairman in the Chair. 
ORAL ANSWERS TO  QUESTIONS 
Rehabilitation |Of  Ex-servicemen  in 

Andaman and  Nicobar Islands 

•161 SHRI       JAGDISH    PRASAD 
MATHUR: f 
SHRI KALRAJ MISHRA; 
Will the     Minister     of HOME AF- 
FAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) what is the progress made un- 
der the scheme for rehabilitation of 
ex-servicemen in the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands; 

(b) whether Government are aware 
of the grievances of the ex-servicemen 
who had gone there for rehabilitation; 
and 

(c) if so, what action Government 
have taken t0 meet their grievances? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
(SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH): 
(a) to (c) A statement is laid on the 
Table of the House. 

Statement 
Under the scheme of resettlement of 

ex-servicemen, in all 330 ex-service- 
men families from different States 
have been resettled in Great Nicobar 
Island. Each family has been allotted 
land and given a grant of Rs. 20,000 
and a loan of Rs. 3,000 as per 
the approved pattern of assis- 
tance. In addition to community 
facilities like schools and a hospital, 
postal, banking and transport facili- 
ties have been provided in the settle- 
ment area. The services of Depart- 
ment tractors and power tillers are 
made available to the settlers on no- 
minal payment. Free plant protection 
service has been provided. Enterpri- 
sing settlers have been able to set up 
a saw mill, flour    mill    and acquire 

†The question was actually asked on 
th* floor of the House by Shri Jagdish 
Prasad Mathur. 

trucks, tractors and power tillers. 
Many own shops and dependents of 
many settlers have secured employ- 
ment under Government. However, 
further induction of ex-servicemen 
families has been stopped pending a 
study of the impact of deforestation 
on the eco-system of the Island. 

The Andaman and Nicobar Adminis- 
tration have informed that the griev- 
ances of ex-servicemen settled in 
Great Nicobar broadly relate to (i) 
issue of pattas, (ii) improvement of 
houses (iii) replecement of caUie 
which died, (iv^ difficulties 
repaying the cattle and crop loan, 
(v) improvement in shipping ser- 
vice, and (vi) implementation of 
major projects in Great Nicobar. 
The Administration are fully se- 
ized of these problems and are taking 
action to redress them. Pattas (per- 
manent tenancy rights) has already 
been issued to ex-servicemen. For con- 
struction of houses, a grant of Ks. 5.000 
and loan of Rs. 3,000 have been ex- 
tended to these settlers. In addition 
long-term loans under the Low 
Income Group Housing Scheme have 
extended. 422 animals were to be 
supplied as replacement for the ani- 
mals that died and for the new fami- 
lies. Of these, 360 animals have so 
far been supplied. The question relat- 
ing to the repayment of the cattle and 
crop loans is at present under the 
consideration of Government. For pro- 
viding better communication facilities, 
in addition to the two ships already 
plying on      the      inter-island service 
between Port Blair and Great Nicobar, 
a new ship has been commissioned 
and these ships make about three 
trips in a month. Another inter-island 
vessel is expected to be delivered by 
July, 1983. In addition, a Banking- 
cum-Hospital-cum-Postal ship is under 
construction. Thus the inter-island 
shipping service is expected t;> improve 
further. Construction of break water 
for development of harbour and major 
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Defence works is being undertaken 
in the Islands. A Fisheries Develop- 
ment Corporation has also been pro- 
posed for the area. All these steps 
are likely to help further in the eco- 
nomic development of the settlers 
and ensure a study market for their 
agricultural   and   other   products. 

In addition, a Rajya Sainik Board 
has also been functioning to extend 
various welfare measures to the ex- 
servicemen in the Andaman and Nico- 
bar Islands. 

 

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH: 
Sir, 330 families of ex-servicemen have 
been resettled in this area. In 1980, 
it was decided to impose a moratorium 
on any fresh programme that will 
involve further denudation of forest 
areas until a task force of experts con- 
stituted by the Department of Envi- 
ronment serveys the Islands and 
Studies the impact of deforesta- 
tion in the ecosystem of the 
Islands. Their recommendation would 
indicate the strategy for develop- 
ment for these Islands. Conse- 
quently, the second phase °f the pro- 
gramme of resettlement on the West 
Coast of Great Nicobar has been sus- 

pended. The Department of Environ- 
ment has appointed a fu]] time non- 
official consultant for the lend evalua- 
tion survey of the Islands and he has 
visited some of the Islands to collect 
information in this regard, Apart 
from this, at the Prime Minister's in- 
stance, a Team 0f Anthropologists is to 
study the effect of the construction of 
the East West Road in Great Nicobar 
on the Shompens which are a primitive 
tribe living on the West Coast. The 
report of this team would also be 
taken into consideration before settle- 
ments on the West Coast are consi- 
dered. 

 
SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH: 

Sir, these settlers have been settled 
there permanently and they have been 
allotted land and necessary financial 
assistance  to cultivate      land.   Some 
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of them have been induced to start in- 
dustries and they have put up small 
industries and all that. Apart from 
that, the hon. Member has asked a 
question that if any members of their 
family want' to come to the main- 
land. .. 

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MA- 
THUR: Visit the mainland—not come 
back 

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH: 
Not come back but also to go back. 

 
SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH: 

For providing better inter-island com- 
munication facilities, in addition to 
the two inter-island vessels playing, 
namely, m.v. 'Onge' and TSS 'Yereua' 
a new ship m.v. 'Sentinal' has since 
been commissioned. These vessels 
make about three trips a month to 
Great Nicobar. Another ship m.v. 
•Ghowra' and a Banking-cum-Hospital- 
cum Postal ship are under construc- 
tion. The former is likely to be added 
to the fleet in July, 1983. This will 
greatly help the settlers to market 
their produce. sir> about the hon. 
Member's question about their coming 
to the mainland, it will be considered 
at the appropriate time. There is no 
such proposal to give an easy fare to 
these people to come to the mainland 
and go back.    This is a suggestion. 

SHRl JAGDISH PRASAD MA- 
THUR: Kindly consider it. 

 

 
SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH: 

Sir, I have already said that we have 
improved the shipping services. A 
new ship is going to be commissioned, 
and another ship also.... 
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SHRI P.. VENKATASUBBAIAH: 
Sir, about the first part of his question, 
I have already said that the shipping 
facilities are being increased. And a 
new ship—hopital-cum-banking and 
postal system ship—is also being com- 
missioned in order to facilitate the 
people to traverse from one island to 
the other. The next question is about 
small and cottage industries. Sir, 
every effort is being made, every 
encouragement is being given to these 
ex-Servicemen to start these industries 
based on the local material available. 
Based on that, if any small-scale indus- 
try is going to be set up 0r a village 
or cottage industry is to be set up, the 
Government is providing adequate 
financial assistance to these people. 

 

 

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH*; 
Sir, about the veterinary relief to be 
given to the cattle, the hon. Member's 
recommendations wiH certainly be 
borne in mind. It is a fact that many 
cattle there die because 0f certain 
tropical conditions. In the absence of 
plough animate,     departmental nac- 
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-tors are being encouraged for cultiva- 
tion of land of settlers on a nominal 
payment of Rs. 3 per hour. A fleet 
of 16 tractors, 5 power tillers and oth- 
er equipment is available for this 
purpose. So, Sir, we are rendering 
all possible help to these farmers, the 
settlers, who want to plough their 
land. In the absence ot cattle tractors 
are being provided on a nominal pay- 
ment of Rs. 3 per hour. I may tell 
you Sir, that the settlers who are 
ex-servicemen have been successfully 
growing apart from paddy many oth- 
er things. For instance they have 
taken to the cultivation of arecanuts, 
coconuts, spices and many tropical 
foods. The en'erprising settlers have 
also taken 'o cottage industries based 
on local resources. 

AN HON. MEMBER:     What about 
potatoes? 

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH: 
Sir, regarding potato growing I do 
not know what the nature of the soil 
is. Anyway, this aspect wiH be com- 
municated to the Administration and 
it will be seen whether any encoura- 
gement could be given to the set- 
tlers if they intend to grow potatoes 
in that area. 

SHRI VISHVAJIT PRITHVIJIT 
SINGH: I would like to ask the hon. 
Minister what he is doing about the 
agricultural produce. I believe that 
the main problem of the islanders is 
the sale of agricultural produce. They 
have got no market, there is no local 
market for what they produce. They 
are producing more than enough and 
there is no place where they can sell 
what they produce. That is their 
major problem. I believe there are 
settlers who are going to leave the 
islands and some have already left 
and they are coming back to the 
mainland      because of this problem. 

SHRI P. C. SETHI: As yet hardly 
13 people have left and out of them 
five or six had left even before the 
allotment of land had been made. 
Some other persons, five or six, they 
left after getting    the pattas of this 

land and they sold that land. As far 
as the problem of the produce of the 
settlers is concerned, now all their 
produce is being marketed and the 
Army authorities have also been ask- 
ed t0 purchase from them. Besides 
them the service which ig now running 
between the two islands will also be 
carrying the surplus market produce 
and therefore there is no difficulty 
about it- That difficulty was there at 
one time but it is not so    now. 

SHRI MANUBHAI    PATEL; Sir,   I 
had an opportunity to visit this clust- 
er of islands twice or thrice and those 
hon.   Members    who    have      visited 
these islands have als0 felt that  this 
cluster of islands,      namely, Nicobar, 
Car Nicobar and Great    Nicobar, are 
important.      The last tip of these is- 
lands is Great Nicobar, which is hard- 
ly 95      miles  from     Indonesia.   You 
must  bear in      mind   that important 
aspect  of  these  islands.   The  settlers 
who have settled down in this island, 
they are only 33 families. So    it    is 
a small village and it is cut off from 
the rest of the country.   The internal 
ferry services      or ship service is all 
right for the islands. From Great Ni- 
cobar to Port Blair it ls aH. right. But 
from Port Blair to India, Calcutta or 
Madras it is very difficult; it is very 
difficult for them     to visit their own 
motherland.       Then, sir, there is the 
difficulty about the  animals especially 
the plough animals. Of course,      you 
are providing tillers  and  tractors   for 
farming. . . . 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; What is 
your question? That point has al- 
ready been made. Now, please put 
the question. 

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL:  Buffalo 
is the main thing and since you want 
to make it a self-sufficient unit there. . 
(Interruptions) 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That 
point has been replied. You are re- 
peating the whole thing. (Interrup- 
tions) 

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL: The 
main thing is to make it a self-suffi- 
cient unit,   i. e., not to send anything 
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Irom here. This is one thing. The 
other thing is, can you imagine any- 
body can construct a house within Rs. 
5,000. Now, they are provided Rs. 
5,000 to construct a house. Is it pos- 
sible for them to construct houses 
when no construction material is avail- 
able and when they have to get 
everything from outside? The real 
problem is about the co-operative soc- 
ieties to b« formed in regard to pur- 
chase and sale of products. I would 
like to know whether any steps have 
been thought over t0 make it a self- 
sufficient unit. 

MR. DEPUTY "CHAIRMAN: All 
points have been replied to except the 
point in regard to Rs. 5000. 

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH: 
For the information ot the hon. Mem- 
ber, I may say that these 300 families 
have come from different parts of the 
country. It is more or less a minia- 
ture India there. People have come 
from Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Kar- 
nataka, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh 
and Haryana. They have been settled 
in six villages. These villages are 
Govind Nagar, Joginder Nagar, Vijay 
Nagar, Lakshmi Nagar, Gandhi Nagar 
and Shastri Nagar. These are the six 
closely unit sort of villages where 
these people have been settled. My 
hon. friend has asked a question 
which I have answered repeatedly 
here. We are providing more ship 
facilities for inter-island journey. 

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL: I had 
asked about the journey Port Blair to 
Madras and so on. Inter-island jour- 
ney is alright. 

SHRl P. VENKATASUBBAIAH: 
From Port Blair also, ships are ply- 
ing. If any difficulty is brought to 
the notice af the Government, cer- 
tainly   necessary action will be taken. 

 

 
SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL: Wh?t 

about houses? 

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH 
About the housing schemes, we h:ve 
already provided financial assistance 
under the low-income and middle-in- 
come group housing schemes and it 
has not been brought to the notice of 
the Government that there is any 
difficulty or paucity 0f funds for cons- 
truction of houses. Every care has 
been taken to provide housing facili- 
ties to these people. 
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SHRi P- VENKATASUBBAIAH: 
Sir, as I have already said, as regards 
the   abargines,   the   people  who   live 

there from the beginning, at the in- 
stance of the Prime Minister a team 
of Anthropologists has been set up to 
study the effect of construction of the 
East-West road in Great Nicobar on 
the Shompens which is the primitive 
tribe living on the West Coast. Every 
care is being taken. The Prime Minis- 
ter was good enough to appoint a task 
force of Anthropologists and every 
effort is being taken to preserve their 
identity, identity of the a borgines. My 
friend has said that tensions are be- 
ing generated by some people. I may 
tell the hon. House that the entire 
programme ef resettlement was taken 
up in extremely difficult and ;n- 
hospitable conditions in a totally un- 
developed area. Considering all these 
limitations, problems were and are in- 
evitable. Even so, the settlers live 
there in amity and there is total com- 
munal harmony. Enterprising settlers 
have been able to set up a saw mill 
flour mill and have even acquired 
trucks, tractors, power tillers, rice 
hulls, etc. Many own shops different 
kinds in addition to well-developed 
farms of their own. At the same time 
it is kept in mind to see that the local 
people had all opportunities of devel- 
opment. Also every care has been 
taken to see that there is no tension 
between the settlers and the local 
people. Whatever schemes are thers 
for ameliorating the condition of the 
local people, tl^, are being taken up 
in hand. 

It is not correct to say that there ls 
disharmony 0n the basis of caste or 
community. So, communal harmony 
does prevail there and they are living 
in peace and amity. 
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SHRi P- VENKATASUBBAIAH: 
Major developmental works are being 
undertaken by the Border Roads Or- 
ganisation under the name of "Project 

Yatri" ... (Interruptions) I am 
coming to the point. Apart from that, 
the Defence Ministry has been under- 
taking several projects there and more 
people are going to be there. As (or 
the surplus products that are being 
produced by these people, of course, 
for the persent there is a problem— 
one has to accept that—but Jn the im- 
mediate future, because of the coming 
of several projects by the Border 
Roads Organisation and the Defence 
Ministry, there will be ample scope for 
these people to sell their produce. Not 
only that, there is a Fisheries Corpora- 
tion also which is being set up and 
that will be able to satisfy the need 
for development of the area. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; Next 
Queslion. Questions No. 62. Mr. Arabinda 
Ghosh. We have already taken half an 
hour on this. 

Science and Technology in the Rural 
Sector 

*162. SHRI ARABINDA GHOSH: 
Will the PRIME MINISTER be 
please^ to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov- 
ernment have defined the scope of 
application of Science and Technology 
in the rural sector or have identified 
viable projects for application of the 
same in the agricultural/rural sector; 

(b) if so, what are the details of 
these projects;  and 

(c) what action has been taken by 
Government in this regard during the 
last three years, State-wise? 

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI- 
MATI INDIRA GANDHI): (a) to (c) 
A Statement is laid on the Table of 
the House. 

Statement 
(a) The scope of the application of 

Science and Technology in the Rural 
Sector has been broadly set out in the 
Chapter on science and Technology 
in the Sixth Five-Year Plan Document. 

 


