73 Written Answers

(b) if so, what are the recommenda.
tion; of that team in respect of finan-
cial aid to the State Government for
meeting th, drought situation; and

(o) what is the progress so far made
in this regard and the amount which
has been sanctioned for West Bengal
to meet the serious drought situation
in the State?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI ARIF MOHD. KHAN); (a)
Yes, Sir. A Central team visited the
drought affected areas in West Bengal
between the 8th and llth November,
1982.

(b) and (c) On the basis of the re-
port °f the Central team and the re-
commendations o'f the High Level
Committee on Relief, Governmen!; of
India have sanctioned a ceiling of ex-
penditure of Rs. 4950.00 lakhs and a
loan of Rs. 300.00 lakhs for combating
drought situation during 1982.83.

This is in addition to the ceiling of
expenditure of Rs. 2477.00 lakhs sanc-
tioned earlier on 15th September 1982
during 1982-83.
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