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[Shri T. Basheer] 
rice in tlie open market from the 
neighbouring States has come to a stop 
as these neighbouring States, namely, 
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra 
Pradesh imposed restrictions on the 
movement of rice from those Statea to 
other States. Kerala is very badly 
affected by the present unprecedented 
drought. More than half of the villages 
are affected by this drought. This is also 
one of the factors for the situation 
becoming grave. 

Sir, according to the rationing order of 
the State, allotment of rations is only 320 
grammes of rice per adult per day and 
half of it per non-adult per day, Even for 
this, two lakh tonnes per month are 
required to be distributed through the 
public distribution system. That means 
the State's requirement for the year is 24 
lakh tonnes. Never has the Government of 
India allotted rice as per this requirement. 
The Government of India had been 
allotting 1,35,000 tonnes per month but 
from January, 1982 it has even been 
reduced to 95.000 tonnes and sometimes 
even 90,000 tonnes per month. The 
House and the Government will 
appreciate that the Kerala State has a 
well-knit network of public distribution 
system. The State's rationing system is the 
best of its kind in the country. 1 appeal to 
the Government to take into consideration 
this aspect also in the allotment of rice to 
the State. So I would appeal to the 
Government, through you, Sir, that 
Keraia should be allotted at least 1,35,000 
tonnes of rice per month to be supplied 
through ration shops. That is 70 per cent 
of the actual requirement. The Kerala 
State's Civil Supplies Corporation and the 
State Government have approached the 
Central Government for permission to 
purchase rice from the neighbouring 
surplus States. I would request the 
Government to give sanction to purchase 
rice from other States as required by the 
State of Kerala. 

Thank you. 
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REQUEST FOR STATEMENT BY 
GOVERNMENT ON THE ACHIE 
VEMENTS OF EXPEDITION OF 
INDIAN SCIENTISTS TO ANTA- 

RCTICA 

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL (Gujarat) 
: Sir, there is a very heartening news 
about the successful expedition by our 
scientists in the South Pole in the 
Antarctica area. Yesterday they safely 
arrived a team of 27 scientists. We do not 
know about their achievements there. It 
is realiy an event of pride for the whole 
country, and we should welcome the 
successful results of the expedition. 

Sir, this is altogether a new area for us. 
When the explorations in the space are 
very costly and the explorations on the 
land are not yet complete, it should 
particularly be welcomed in this area 
which is no man's land, where our 
scientists have gone and covered a good 
portion of land for future experiments and 
they have been able to explore certain 
things, the result of which the 
Government 


