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[Shri Suresh Kalmadi] 
tunately due to the poor service con- 
ditions and unattractive salaries, they 
seek greener pastures of the private 
sector. I would like to warn the Gov- 
ernment that if the service conditions 
and Pay and allowances of the armed 
forces are not improved immediately, 
it will have an impact on the perform. 
ance o'f these brave men in future 
wars. 

And before I end, I would like to 
point out a very grave matter. Last 
week, the Chief of the Army Staff, 
Gen. Krishna Rao, announced in Bom. 
bay that there would be further in- 
crease in the pay and allowances of 
the armed forces personnel. This is 
after the Republic Day announcement. 
I do not know how the Army Chief 
made the announcement which is a 
prerogative of the Defence Minister. 
I hope the Defence Minister is going 
the confirm the announcement made 
by the Army Chief. Otherwise, it wiH 
lead to demoralisation in the armed 
forces. 

REFERENCE    TO THE    REPORTED 
ACUTE WATER AND FOOD SHORT. 

AGE IN MAHARASHTRA 
SHRI A. G. KULKARNI (Maha- 

rashtra) : I draw attention to the 
grave situation in my State, Maha. 
rashtra, regarding the drought and 
particularly to the aspect of drinking 
water in the villages. About 17,000 
villages are the affected villages which 
are in the grave zone of getting no 
water. Sir, the Maharashtra State has 
totally demanded about Rs. 131 crores 
as credit component and non-credit 
component from the Central Govern- 
ment. Against that the Central Gov- 
ernment has sanctioned a pitiful assist. 
ance of Rs. 56.38 crores. 

Then, Sir, the requirement for 
drinking water is roughly about Rs. 
27.41 crores, to supply water by 
bullock-carts to these villages. Sir, 
even for this purpose the Central 
Government hag granted Rs. 5 crores. 
So, this ig the position as regard 
drinking water in the Maharashtra 
State. And the Maharashtra Chief 
Minister is expected to be in Delhi     ' 

in a day or two to plead with the 
Central Government for massive assist- 
ance for the drought-prone areas 
scheme. 

Another aspect of it is the supply 
of rice to the Maharashtra State. Its 
quota was 75,000 tonnes per three 
months, and it has been slashed to 
25,000 tonnes. So, in respect of the 
administration of drinking water on 
the one side and food on the other 
side, Maharashtra has been worst af- 
fected. I request you and through you 
the Government that On both these 
counts massive assistance should forth- 
come and the new Chief Minister 
should be given this assistance so that 
he can be of help to the people. 

SHRI SHRIDHAR WASUDEO 
DHABE (Maharashtra); I support the 
proposal, Sir. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT RE. GOVERN-
MENT BUSINESS FOR THE WEEK 

COMMENCING    28TH    FEBRUARY, 
1983. MOTION OF THANKS ON THE 

PRESIDENTS  ADDRESS—contd. 


