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REFERENCE TO THE REPORTED
DEMAND OF THE PEOPLE OF
TAMIL NADU FOR A COLOURED
FILM PRODUCTION UNIT AT QOTA:
CAMUND.

SHRI V, GOPALSAMY (Tamil Nadu):
Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I draw the at-
tention of the Central Government to a
matter which has caused much resentment
in the minds of the people of Tamil
Nadu for the past few days. Sir, the peo-
ple of Tamil Nadu have been demand-
ing to have a colour film production unit
at Ootacamund and they have been ex-
pecting that the Government will an-
nounce a decision to start that pro-
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ject at Oota camund. But, Sir, I under-
stand from the press reports that
the Central Government hag taken
a decision to start this projeet in
Nainital instead of Qotacamund.

Sir, even before the first unit of the
Hindustan Photo Films was  started at
Ootacamund, all the places were studied
and it was declared by the experts com-
mittee that  Nainital and other places
werc not suitable and that Ootacamund
alone was suitable to start such a pro-
ject. But in the initial stages doubts were
expressed whether the project will success:
fully  function. The projects, i.e., the
Hindustan Photo Films unit is functioning
there very successfully and the infrastruc-

—ture is very readily available there the
technology is there and the experts com-
mittee has recently expressed that it will
be technically advantageous to have the
colour film production wunit at Qotaca-
mund. I do not know for what reasons
they are now changing the decision. They
are going against the opinion of the ex-
perts committee, If it is for political rea-
sons, then it is most unfortunate. If they
say that Nainital is a backward area,
then Ooty particularly is the area where
tribals and backward class people who
are mostly economically oppressed, are
living. There is no industry there and
this is the only industry in Ootacamund.
T do not know for what reasons they are
changing the earlier decision. So, T weuld
like to request the Central Government
to reconsider the move, and. , .

SHRI P. RAMAMURTI (Tamil Nadu):
. . .abandon it.

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: Yes. Doty
will be the correct place for colour Alm
project unit; otherwise that will be a
total discrimination against the people of
Tamil Nadu. Top leaders give here ser-
mons often that people of Tamil Nadu
are not away from the national maiuns-
tream and that this is one country. They
are giving sermons but at the same time
people occupying highest positions in the
Central Government for get that Tamil
Nadu is also on the map of India, Many
projects which are due for Tamil Nadu
have been abandoned and are going to
other States. This is a very serious matter
which is agitating the minds of the peo-
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ple, cutting across all sections, and all
other polilical  parties and people are-
very much concerned about the decision
This decision has come as a bolt from
the blue. But if according to my friend
Mr. Ramamurti they are ouly thinking,
and not yet decided, it is well and
good.. .

SHRJ P. RAMAMURTI: Not well and
good.

SHRI V, GOPALSAMY: If they have
not yet tahen a decision hke that. they
should abandon this move and they should
sanction the project for Tamil Nadu.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. RAFIQ
ZAKAPIA): Please conclude; it is only
a special menmtion.

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: I draw the
attention of the Central Government,
through you; otherwise, Tamil Nadu
will be lett out of thc national mainstre-
am for ever.

STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Flood Situation in the Country,

THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION
(SHRI KEDAR PANDEY): Sir, I rise to
make a statement on the flood situation
in various parts of the country. Inspite
of lean and delayed monsoon activity in
some parts of the country heavy floods
have occurred in Assam, Bihar, Orissa
and Uttar Pradesh. Floods of lower in-
tensity have also inundated areas in An-
dhra Pradesh. Karpataka, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Tripura
and West Bengal. Based on the informa-
tion furnished by the State Governments
to Central Water Commission, Ministry
of Irrigation. the total area affected by
floods is about 76 lakh hectares and a
populaticn of 335 lakhs. 932 human lives
have Dbeen lost. The value of total



