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Scientific Survey for Copper ore

2332. SHRI VITHALRAO
MADHAVRAO JADHAV: Will the
Minister of STEEL AND MINES be
pleased to state:

(a) whetheritisafactthat copper ore has
been found in the well of Dr. T. P. Mali in
Osmanabad district;

(b) if so, whether Government have
conducted any scientific survey in this
regard ; and

(c) if not, what are the reasons that
Government have not teken any action in
this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRIES OF INDUSTRY AND
STEEL AND MINES (SHRIMATI RAM
DULARI SINHA) :

(a), (b) and (c) Traces of native copper
have been found in the Basaltic rocks in the
well of Dr. T. P. Mali in Osmanabad district
of Mrharashtra. However, this copper is in
extremely poor and disseminated form and
has at present no economic importance.

Expansion Schemes of Major Steel
Plants

2333. SHRI SHANTI TYAGI : Will
the Minister of STEEL AND MINES be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the delay in
implementation of expansion schemes of
some major Steel projects in the country has
led to extraordinary escalation of costs.;
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(b) if so, wha is the amount of
increased costs;

(c) what are the factors involved in
delayed implementation ; and

(d) what steps have been taken by
Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND
STEEL AND MINES (SHRI NARAYAN
DATT TIWARI):

(a) and (b) Details of cost escalation of
major steel projects are as follows:

{Rs, in crores)
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(c) if so, the name of the steel plants
where production has fallen; and

(d) what steps Government propose to
take to increase the production in those
steel plants ?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND
STEEL AND MINES (SHRI NARAYAN
DATT TIWARI): (a) Production of saleable
steel in SAIL plants in the first 9 months of
1982 was as follows:—

(‘oo0 tonnes)

Estimated Cost
Sangtioned Revised

{i) Bokaro Stecl Plant
4 MT Expanmsion 947.2¢ 10637.55

{it) Bhilai Stee] Plant

4 MT Expansion 937.70 1600, 54

The sanctioned cost estimates were based on
1974 price level, and did not contain
provision for cost escalations. The revised
estimates are based on 1981-82 price level.
Other factors responsible for cost increase
are change in scope of the projects and
delays in execution.

(c) Delays have occurred mostly on
account ofthe failure of construction
agencies and equipment suppliers to keep to
the time schedules.

(d) Both SAIL and Government are
closely monitoring the performance of
implementing agencies who have been asked
to augment their resources for speedier
execution.

Fall in steel production

2334. SHRI JAGADISH JANI:
Will the Minister of STEEL AND MINES
be pleased to state:

(a) what is the production of steel in
different plants in first 9 months in 1982;

(b) whether it is a fact that the
production of steel in some steel plants has
fallen;

1499 RS—10

Plant Production
Tanuary Scplrmh.cr
1982
Bhilai . : 19415
D gapur . sfo-b
Rourkela . Cgo i
Bokare . . X 11102
115G0O . 3 : gt
(b) Yes, Sir.

(¢) In all plants except Bokaro, the
production has been less than during the
corresponding period of the previous year.

(d) Restrictions on power supply has
been the single biggest factor responsible for
this decline. Efforts have been made to
improve the power supply position in
consultation with Damodar Valley
Corporation authorities and electricity Boards
of Madhya Pradesh and Orissa States. Poor
quality of coking coal supplied to plants has
been another adverse factor. This problem is
also sought to be resolved in consultation with
Coal India authorities. Break down of
equipment and some operational problems in
the plants have been other factors responsible
for this set back. These have also been
attended to . The set back in production has
been arrested and from September,

1982 onwards, production is improving.



