215 Written Answers
Soviet offer to make Indian Qcean
as a zone of peace

N

2490. SHRI N. P, CHENGALRAYA
NATDU; Will the Minister of EX-
TERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased tg
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Soviet
Union has offered to withdraw its war-
ships from the disputed areag of the
Indian Ocean once the US dismantled
its military base in Diego Garcia and
returned it to itg rightful owner;

(b) if so, whether the Indian
Government hag welcomed thig move
of US.SR.; and

(c) 1t so, what are the other con-
cessions USSR hag agreed tgo provide
to make the Indian Ocean as a Zone

of Peace?
5

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINITSTRY OF EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS (SHRI A. A. RAHIM): (a)
to (c) No, Sir. In the Joint Siate-
ment issued at the end of the Prime
Minister's visit to the USSR, how-
ever, both India and the Soviet Union
expressed their “great concern over
the dangeroug situation in the Indian
Ocean” and called for ‘the dismantl-
ing of all foreign military and naval
bases in the areas, for preventing the
creation of new bases and condemned
any attempts to build up foreign
military  presgnce in  the Indian
Ocean™. They also reiterated their
support for “the just claim of Mauri-
tian sovereignty over the Chagog ar-
chipelago, including Diego Garcia”.

The Soviet Union hag also support-
ed the UN Declaration of a Zone of
Peace in the Indian ‘Ocean, and the
decision of the United Nations Gene-
ral Assembly {0 convene a (;onference
on the Indian Ocean in the first half
of 1983. In his speech at the banquet
in honour of the Prime Minister, dar-
ing her recent visif, the Soviet Pre-
sident broadly supported the position
of India in regard to the Indian Ocean.

[ RAJYA SABHA ]

to Questiong 216
Indians killed/imprisoned during re-
cent Israeli-Lebanon war

2491. SHRI  LADLI  MOHAN
NIGAM: Will the Minister of EX-~
TERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to
state:

(a) how many Indians have been
killed or made prisoners during the
recent war between Lebanon and
Israel; and

(b) what steps are being taken by
Government for the release of Indian
prisoners?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS (SHRI A. A. RAHIM): (a)
According to available information 4
Indian nationals have been killed.
The International Committee of tha
Red Crosg (ICRC) has intimated that
55 Indian nationals are presently un-
der Israeli detention.

(b) The Government of India are
in touch with the ICRC to secure re-
lease of the detained ndian nationals.
According to the ICRC, these Indiam
riationals would be released within a
few days, and arrangements are being
made for their return to India,

Indian territories occupied by China
and Pakistan

a4

2492, SHRI HUKMDEO NARAYAN *
YADAV: Will the Minister of EX-
TERNAL AFAIRS be pleaseq to state:

(a) what are the detailg of the steps
taken by Government during the last
six monthg for the liberation of the
Indian territories illegally occupied
by China and Pakistan; and

(b) what ig the total area of the
Indian territory under the illegal oc-
cupation of China and Pakistan res-
pectively and since when?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAI, AF-
‘FAIRS (SHRI A. A. RAHIM): (a)
and (b) China: The total area of
Indian territory under the illegal oc-
cupation of China is approximately
17509 sq. miles,



