Wrsticr Answers

<47 -

Performance "of ™ews-readers in the AIR

*114 SHR! SHYAM SUNDER MO-
HAPATRA: Will  the Minwster  of
INFORMATION AND BROAD-

CASTING be pleased 10 Stale:

(1) whether reguiar evaluation s made
bo assess  the parformance  of  news-
readers in the Al Indian Rudio:

(b) if so, what Js the gencral resuit of
stich evaluation;
plopose ‘10

NaWs-
100/-

(c) whether Government
increase the salary of  part-time
readers who ara hanrdly getting Rs
al present; and

«dy if so, by when!

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHR] N. K P
SALVE): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Op the

basig of evaluation made from ime to
hme as well as fromn the listeners” reac-
tions, short-comings noticed aure  pointed

out to the concerned Nows-readers for
improvement,

(¢) A. L. R. employs News-rcaders on
casual basis when regular News-rcaders
are on leave, etc Such casual News-
tenders are paid u consoliduled fee of
Rs. 50 per day und their cogagemen; is
{or 6 days at a time ‘There is no proposal
to increase this fee.

-(d) Does not arise.

Power shortage in the couatry

4115, SHRI SYED AHMAD HASHMI:
Will the Minister of ENERGY be pleased
to state-

(a) whether it is a fact that the country
is still facing power shortage;

(bj if so, - what are the detuils thercof;
and : :

(¢} what steps Government have taken
to meet the, shortage?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY (SHRI
SHLY  SHANKAR) (a) to (c) There
has been considerable improvement - in
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power avadablity in recent years. In the
first two years of the current Plan, the
encrgy production  increased from 103 5§
billion units 1w 1979-80 (o 1229 billion
units in 1981-82 representing an average
annual growth re of 8 per cent. In the
first six months  of this year, i. e.  April
to September. 1982, the cnergy produclion
has increased by 7 8 per cent over the
vorresponding period last year.

As a gesulp of improvement in power
generalion  thé power shortage mn the
vouniry hay come down as under:-

Yoeur per cent
shortage

1979-80 16.1
1980-% 1 12 6
1981-82 10.8
AprilSept . 1982 8.0
approximately

e ——— e

Various steps daie being taken to rwduce
the gap between demand and  availa-
bility of power. Some of the measures
being taken in this regard are:- * | -

(1) Mavimisadior:  of energy produc-
tion from existing  thermal  power
stations: ‘The plam load factor of
existing power  statious has already

| improved from 446 per cent i the

| 1980-81 10 46 8 per cem in

| vear
the year 1981-82. In the first six

months of this year, it has further
increased 10 4K 3 per cent.

() Acveelerated addinon  of  hew
generaniiig capacity; In the  current

vear, it has been programmed to add
abour 3500 MW of new  geneaaling
capacily, A close monitoring is being
done al various fevels to  achieve
this target.

(it}) Transfer of poiwer to deficit areds:
The power systemg in the  various
regions have been inter¢onnected and
they aie being operated in integra-
tion to enable transfer of surplus
power available at any (ime in one
Statejregion  to the other States|
regions,



