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Supply of essential commodities .  in 

flood affected areas 
637. SHRI JAGDISH JAIN: 

Will  the Minister  of  CIVIL      SUP-
PLIES be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are 
aware of the severe scarcity of 
essential commodities in the flood 
affected  districts  of Orissa;  and 

(b) if so, what steps have been 
taken or are proposed to be taken 
by Government to expedite the sup 
ply of essential commodities to those 
area? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF CIVIL SUPPLIES 
(SHRI MOHAMMED USMAN 
ARIF):        (a)  and (b) According to 
Orissa  Government,  eight out of the 

thirteen districts of Orissa have been 
affeced by the recent floods. Special 
attention is being given by the State 
Government to these districts regarding 
supply of essential commodities, In order 
to meet the requirements of the flood-
affected areas in the State, additional ten 
thousand tonnes of rice have been 
allocated from the Central Pool and the 
State Government is giving more 
weightage in the supply of rice under the 
public distribution system to the flood-
affected areas. Apart from this, 
wholemeal atta is also being pumped to 
rural areas to alleviate the conditions. 
During the months of September and 
October, 1982 kerosene quota of Orissa 
has been increased to 15000 kilo litres for 
distribution to the rural areas without any 
quantitative res-rictions. Adequate 
quantity of sugar is already supplied to 
the State. 

Rise in the prices of essential 
commodities 

638. SHRI SYED AHMAD HASHMI: 
Will the Minister of CIVIL SUPPLIES 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
prices of the essential commodities 
have  gone  up  during the      last  six 
months; 

(b) if so, what are the commodity-
wise  details thereof;  and 

(c) what steps have been taken by 
Government to control the prices of 
essential commodities? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF CIVIL SUPPLIES 
(SHRI MOHAMMED        USMAN 
ARIF): (a) and (b) During the last six 
months ending September, 1982 the 
prices of a number ol essential 
commodities have moved up. The index 
numbers of wholesale prices of selected 
commodities in March, 1982 and 
September, 1982 are indicated in a 
statement. 

(c) Government is keeping a con-
tinuous watch on the price movement 
and availability of esential commodities 
and remedial measures are taken as and 
when necessary to 


