{17 August, 2000] RAJYA SABHA
Mass Awareness Campaign Through IT Yatras

346. DR. C. NARAYANA REDDY:
SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA RAQ:

Will the Minister of INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact Government propose to launch a mass
awareness campaign through IT Yatras;

(b) if so, the details of the proposal; and

(¢) whether it would be successful with the present literacy rate
of the masses?

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND
MINISTER OF INFORMATION TEHNOLOGY (SHRI FRAMOD
MAHAIJAN): (a) and (b) Ministry of Information Technology had
set up a Working Group on IT for Masses which submitted its report
on 29.07.2000. Towards mass campaign for IT awareness, the report
recommends that IT Yatras should be launched under the leadership
of prominent citizenstelebrities in different parts of the country and
the Yatras to be conducted during the period 7th November, 2000 to
30th June, 2001 spread over three phases to be financed by thc
Central Government, State Government and industrics equally.

(¢) Literacy including computer literacy 1s sueful to avail of the
full benefits of Information Tecchnology. However, the benefits of IT
can be availed of by illiterates also, for example, by obtaining
through Internet information on prevailing agricultural prices.

Impact of Fish Import on Fish Industry

*347. DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the fish industry is protesting against the move to
permit fish imports in the country;

(b) if so, the dctails thereof; and
() the impact of fish import on internal fish industry?
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