59 Written Answers

Exchange junctions and Exchange-
area transfers.

~ (b) In case of local bodies of large
cities, provision already exists for
glving on priority a telephone con-
nection tg a  Municipal Councillor
provided he has not already availed
of the facility on similar grounds.
However, ther2 is no proposal to
extend this facility to members of
other local bodies such as Pan-
chayats.
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Production of telephone equipment

1295, SHRI R.  MOHANARAN-
GAM:; Will the Minister of COM-
MUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) what steps are being taken
by Government to auggment the
production of  telephone  equipment
within the country to cope with the
increasing demand for telephone con-
nections; and

(b) whether the proposed mass
transfer of officials from ohe zone to
th'e other for ensuring efficiency has
been effected and if not, what are
the reasong therefor?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI VIJAY N. PATIL): (a) To
meet th'e increasing demand for tele-
phone connections, several steps are
being taken by the Government #0
augment the production capacitics of
telephong equipment in thle country,
both by way of expanding of exist-
ing units as well as licensing Cen-
tral and State Public Sector units for
production of such equipmenrs. Ths
most importan{ among these are:—

Projects under M|s ITI Lid. under
execution.

(1) Setting up a factory to pro-
duce 2 lakh lines per annum of
indigenously developeq crossbar
switching equipment of Indian
Crogsbar Project (ICP) design in
its Rae Bareily unit.

(2) Augmenting the present
manufacturing capacity of 10,000
lines per annum of Smal] Electro-
nic Exchanges at its Palghat unit,
to 1.5 lakh lines per annum by
including manufacture of Electro-
nic Trunk Automatic Exchang
Rural Auto Exchanges and Private

Auomatic Branch Exchanges.

Projects under Mis. IT! Ltd. under
examination

(1) Setting up capacity for manu-
facture of one million telephone



