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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI KARTIK ORAON): (a) The
Government are considering proposals for
establishment of a coastal satellite earth
station at a location suitably close to where
major Indian Maritime shipping interests are
located.

(b) The coastal earth station, when
. slablished, will facilitate telephone, telex
and other f011113 of modern telecommunica
tion services for ships plying in the Indian
ocean region, through the INMARSAT
"ile system, scheduled to be operational
in 1982.

(c) At present the project report is under
preparation in connection with which site
surveys are being conducted and budgetary
quotations for the supply of the equipment are
being obtained from the manufacturers.

(d) and (e) The Government have ap-
proved a proposal for taking up investigations
and studies in the Gulf of Kutch, Gujarat, to
establish the feasibility for generating energy
from tidal waves, at an estimated cost of about
Rs. 2.18 crores. The project envisages
utilisation of foreign technical assistance.
Since there is an agreement between the
Central Electricity Authority and the Electric
De France (EDF), Paris for collaborative
effort in the field of power development, the
possibility of securing assistance of French
Experts to assist in the planing of the proposed
investigations is being explored.

Indian Satellite System Project

2522. SHRI N. P. CHENGALRAYA
NAIDU: Will the Minister of COM-
MUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the work on the setting up of
the Indian Satellite system project and 31
earth stations connected with the restructuring
of entire telecommunication system is
progressing according to schedule, if so, what
are the details thereof;

(b) by what time the project is likely to
start functioning;

(c) what is the expenditure involved and
the resources made available for this purpose;
and

(d) what are the benefits likely to be
achieved as a result thereof?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI KARTIK ORAON): (a) Two main
stations (Delhi and Madras) and five remote
stations (Port Blair, Car Nicobar, Lch,
Aizwal, Kavaratli) have been commissioned
for commercial use. The work for twenty four
more stations (Calcutta, iiombay, Shillong,
Jaipur, Lucknow, Jullundur, Patna,
Bhubneshwar,  Hyderabad, = Ahmsdabad,
Ernakulam, Srinagar, Jodh-pur, Bhuj, Panjim,
Minicoy, Gangtok, Ita-nagar, Kohima,
Imphal, Agartala and three transportable earth
stations) is in progress.

(b) The above stations are scheduled to be
operational by early 1982 with launch of our
first National Satellite (INSAT-IA).

(c) For the P&T ground segment Project
estimate sanction is for Rs. 63.18 cr. for 31
earth stations as above. The expenditure
forms part of the 1978—80 and 1980—385
plans.

(d) With the establishment of the P&T
carth stations the long distance telecom-
munication services between them are ex-
pected to improve. The INSAT project,
besides the Telecom, services also relates to
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and
Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation with
respect of TV broadcast, radio net-working
and  Meteorological Data  Collection
respectively.

Increase in the Allotment of wheat to West
Bengal to be supplied through States
Public Distribution System

2523. SHRI N. P. CHENGALRAYA
NAIDU: Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether West Bengal Government has
requested to increase the allotment of wheat
for the States Public Distribution System and
for the flour mills;

(b) whether the request has been con-
sidered, if so, with what results;

(c) whether it is a fact that the Food
Corporation of India has substantial stock of
wheat in the godowns in Calcutta; and

(d) if so, what steps have been taken by
the Central Government to supply the "heat at
an early date to West Bengal?
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OR AGRICULTURE AND
RURAL RECONSTRUCTION  (MISS
KAMLA KUMARI): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (d) In the past allotment of
wheat was made as per demands received
from the State Governments. It was found
hat offtake was lower than the allotments
made. On a fresh appraisal of the wheat
iuiation in mid 1980, the allotments of wheat
to the States were rationalised since August,
1980, so as to bring the allotments t'oser to the
offtake, resulting in a scaling down of the
allotments of wheat for all the States,
including West Bengal.

(c) As on 1-2-1981 wheat stocks in
West Bengal on Central as well on State
ccount were 117.7 thousand tonnes.
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Telephone connection at Bombay

2525. DR. RAFIQ ZAKARIA: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased
to state:

(a) by when the citizens of Bombay
will be able to get new telephone connec
tions without waiting for years;

(b) what steps Government have taken to
mitigate their sufferings; and

(c) by when Government propose to
constitute advisory committee to ventilate the
grievances of citizens?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE

MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI KARTIK ORAON): (a) and (b)
A perspective plan has been drawn up to
provide telephone connections all over the
country practically on demand by 1990. The
perspective plan envisages provision of "1
lakh telebpone connections during the decade.
This will also call for an investment of about
Rs. 9600 crores at 1979-80 prices.

The question of allocation of resources it
this scale is under examination.

(c) Provision exists for a telephone Ad-
visory Committee for Bombay. List of names
for reconstituting the Telephone Advisory
Committee is under finalisation.

Pine Project

2526. SHRI KALP NATH RAI: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased 'o
state:

(a) whether Government have received
>ny communication from the World Bank
threatening to stop its aid for the second phase
of the Pine Project;

(b) whether there is a controversy in
planting of Pine which is necessary for the
project; and



