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sale  of  text   books    for    the  school 
children of the country? 

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND 
SOCIAL WELFARE (SHRI. S. B. 
CHAVAN): (a) and (b) Production and 
distribution of school textbooks and their 
pricing is the responsibility of the State 
Governments. The; Government of India 
arranges for supply of printing paper at con-
cessional rates for textbooks. Control over the 
prices of textbooks are made by the State 
Governments themselves. 

The National Council of Educa,-tional 
Research and Training (NCERT) produces 
textbooks for schools affiliated to the Central 
Eoard of Secondary Education, Kendriya 
Vidyalayas and for those States and Union 
Territories who may place demand for them. 
The prices of NCERT textbooks are fixed 
according to an approved pricing formula 
which has not been changed since 1971. 
There has only been a marginal increase in the 
prices of some of the new NCERT textbooks 
printed after 1976. 

As regards the textbooks published by the 
Central Board of Secondary Education, there 
has Seen no rise in the prices since 1976. 

(c)   Does  not  arise. 

Issue and sale prices of commodities 
supplied through   public   Distribution 

System 

2600. SHRI ARVIND GANESH 
KULKARNI: Will the Minister of 
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) what are the present issue and 
sale prices of wheat, rice and sugar 
in the ration shops being supplied 
through the public distribution 
system; 

(b) the date when the prices of 
the above commodities were increas 
ed;  and 
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(c) what are the reasons for the increase in 
prices? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND 
RURAL RECONSTRUCTION (MISS 
KAMALA KUMARI): (a) to (c) Consequent 
upon increase in the ex-factory prices of levy 
sugar notified in November, 1980, increase in 
transport/handling charges and introduction of 
the development cess, the consumer price of 
levy sugar was increased from Rs. 2.85 to Rs. 
3.50 per kg. from 1-12-80. Similarly, conse-
quent on the increase in the procurement 
prices of paddy, the central issue prices of rice 
supplied to State Gov- 

ernments/U.T. Administrations foi public 
distribution, were increased with effect from 
1-1-81 to the extent indicated below: — 

Common—from    Rs.     150/-     to Rs.  
165/- per quintal. 

Fine—from Rs. 162/- to Rs. 177/-per quintal. 
Superfine—from     Rs.     172/.    to-"" Rs. 
192/- per quintal. 

The central issue price of wheat fixed at 
Rs. 130/- per quintal with effect from 1-12-78 
remains unrevised till date. The actual selling 
prices of wheat and rfce in various States are 
indicated in the attached statement 
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Commemorative Stamp on Rural Poor 

2601. SHRI MURLIDHAR CHAND-
RAKANT BHANDARE: SHRI   
NARSINGH  NARAIN PANDEY; 

Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS  be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have ever 
brought out a commemorative stamp 
On any rural poor who has given his 
life for the cause of the country in. 
eluding eradication of communalism 
and untouchability; and 

(b) if not whether Government 
are proposing to bring out a symbolic 
community stamp for such category 
of the people? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS 
(SHRI KARTIK ORAON): (a) The 
Government  have   issued   commemo- 

rative  stamps on  such  personalities from 
time to time. 

(b) In view of the answer to (a) does not 
arise. 

Techniques tor optimum nS(. of 
irrigation Water 

2602. SHRI MURLIDHAR CHAND-
RAKANT BHANDARE: Will the Minister 
of IRRIGATION be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have taken 
steps to familiarise the farmers about the 
optimum use of the irrigation water; 

(b) whether Government are aware of the 
various techniques a"d equipments evolved 
by voluntary agencies for minimising water 
wastage of irrigation  water; 

(c) if not, whether Government 
have made any survey in this respect; 

 


