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(b) if g0, the extent to which the
Priceg of edible oilg roge during the
last 6 monthg ang what are the
reasons therefor; and

" (¢) what measureg have been taken
by Government to check the rising
priceg of edible oily and to make it
available to the consumer at reason-
able prices?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF CIVIL SUPPLIES
(SHRI BRAJ MOHAN MOHANTY):
(a) and (b) Yes, Sir, The wholesale
price indiceg of major edible oils, ex-
cept Coconut oi} had shown apn up-
ward trenqg during the period from
January, 1981 to July, 1981. The rise
in the edible oil prices may be mainly
attributed to fall in the production
of oilseeds 1n the oil-year 1979-80. The
ghortfal] in  productiop encoraged
speculative forceg to operate, constri-
buting to the bullish tendencies of
oi] prices.

(¢) The Government have taken
several longterm as  well ag short-
term steps to stabilise the priceg of
edible oilg in the country. Some of
the important measureg taken are:—

1. Encouraging  production of
-oilseeds and planned effortg to ex-
ploit non-traditional sources so as

" to reduce the gap between demand
" ang supply of oils;

2, continuing importgs of adequate
quantity of edible oils;

3. release of more imported oils
for public distribution system;

4, price-restrainty on a voluntary
basis by the vanaspati industry;

5. maintenance of
duction of vanaspati;

steady pro-

6. encouragement of greater pr(;-
duction of cottonseeg oil;

7. request to State Governments
to enforce Storage Control Orders
and other enactments;

8, free movement of oilseeds and
oilg between varioug part of the
county; and
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9. curb op illegal trading in oil-
seeds and 0ilg by Forward Markets
Commission through periodic raids.

Shortage of Vanaspati

267. SHRI K. L. N, PRASAD.
SHRI KALRAJ MISHRA.

Will  the Minister of
SUPPLIES be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that there
hag been acute shortage of vanaspati
in the couniry during the monthg of
June and July, 1981;

(b) whether imported
allocated to the vanaspati
and the public distribution
are being siphoned off 1o the
market at fancy prices;
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{c) if so, what are the findingg of
the enquiry, if any, held in the
matter; and

(d) what measureg have been taken
to make available vanaspati to the
consumerg at fair price?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF CIVIL SUPPLIES
(SHRI BRAJ MOHAN MOHANTY):
(a) No, Sir, On the other hand the
production of vanaspati during June
and July, 1981 was 15.4% higher
than the corresponding period of
1980. In case of any sporadio re-
ports about shortage of  vanspati,
Vanaspati Manufacturers Associalion
were askegd to rush supplies to the con-
cerned areas.

(b) and (c) No specific complaints
have been received in this regard which
coulg be enquired into, Ag regards
imported oilg given to vanaspati in-
dustry, thzir production ig heing
monitored through returns and ins-
pectiong by field officers. The State
governments have beep addressed to
exercise constant vigilance that the
oilg supplied for public dstribution by
State Trading  Corporation of Inda
reacheg the consumers for whom they
are meant at the pre-determined
prices. - - Lol e

(d) Government ig continuing
dialogue with the vanspati manufac-
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turers regarding the availability of
vanaspati in sufficient quantitieg and
at the price announced by the indus-
try,and would continue to take such
appropriate stepg ag the situation de-
mands from time to time, The State
Governmentg have also been re-
quested to keep a watch on the situa-
tion and to take effective measures
fo maintain vanspati availability and
prices, in coordination with vanaspati
industry ang trade.

Grantg to varioug State Governments
for Rural Housing for Agricultural
Workers

268, SHR] AMARPROSAD CHAK-
RABORTY.
SHRI SHRIDHAR WASUDEO
DHABE;

Wil] the Minister of WORKS AND
HOUSING be pleased to state,

(a) whethey any grant hag been
given, to varioug State Governments
for rura] housing for  agricultural
workers; ang

(b) if so, what are the details
thereof and the amount out of the
grants utilised by varioug State Gov-
ernmentg during the last three years
Statewise details?

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS AND WORKS AND
HOUSING (SHRI BHISHMA NARAIN
SINGH): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

Purchase of Furniture and Linen by
Central Government Hostel, Nizam
Place, Calcutta

269, SHRI PRASENJIT BARMAMN:
SHRI SUDHAKAR PANDEY:

Wil the Minister of WORKS AND
HOUSING be pleased to state.

(a) the fundg provided for pur-
chase of furniture and linen py Cen~
tra]l Government Hostel, Nizam Place,
Calcutta during the lasi three years,
1978-79, 1979-80 ang 1980-81; and

(b) what are the detaily of pur-
chaseg made by the hoste] out of the
fundg provided during these years?
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THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS AND WORKS AND:
HOUSING (SHRI BHISHMA NARAIN
SINGH): (a) and (b) The information:
is being collecteq and wil] be laid
on the Table of the Sabha,

Mbaster Play on Riverg of North
Bengal

270. SHRI PRASENJIT BARMAN:;
SHRI SUDHAKAR PANDEY:

Will the Ministry of IRRIGATION
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Central Government
have received master plan on any of
the rivers of North Bengal from the
West Bengal Government; and

(b) if so, what are the details

thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION
(SHR] Z. R. ANSARI); (a) and (b)
No Master Plan for irrigation on any
of the riverg of North Bengal has
beep, received from the Government
of West Bengal. However, preliminary
Master Plans for flood control for
riverg Teesta, Torsa, Jaldhaka and
Raidak were sent by the West Bengal
Government to Central Water Com-
mission, Since these were not based
on detaileq surveyg and investigations,
Centray Watey Commission had re-
quested the State Government to re-
vige the Master Plans. The State Gov-
ernment have informeq that it has
not been possible to carry surveys and
investigations as the Government of
Bhutan did not give permission for
surveys in their territory.
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