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SHRI PILOO MODY: The official
Language of Nagaland is English.

MR DEPUTY CHAIRMAN. He does
mot know. What can I do?

SHRI MANUBHA! PATEL (Guja-
rat): It should be bilingual. The offi-
cial policy of the Government should
be followed
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CALLING ATTENTION TO A MAT-
TER OF URGENT PUBLIC"
IMPORTANCE

Reported Laboratory findingy thag the
wheat imported from Australia was
mixed with a deadly fnsecticide
fenitrothlon

to Questions
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THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
BIRENDRA SINGH): Mr. Depuly
Chairman, Sir,. . . attention of the
Government has been drawn to a
repori under the heading “Deadly
Wheat from Australia”™ appearing in
the Statesman of the 2nd Mareh,

1982, Tiwik

In order to counter any unnecessary
apprehension that the report may
cause, the factua]l position wag issued
to the presg the same day.

Briefly, the position is that varieties
of grain-protectants are used by differ-
eny countrieg depending on their effec-
tiveness against the insect strain pre-
valent in those countries. Australia
iy accustomed to the use of Fenitro-
thion for the purpo-e of protecting
grain in storage, The tolerance limit
of the residue of thiz protectant as
preseribed by the World Health Or-
panization' and the Food and Agricul-
tupe Organisation Codex is 10 parls
per million. The wheat currently
being imported from Australia iy ana-
lysed for the residue of the grain-
protectant as per the normal proce-
dure both at the time of loading and
on arrival at Indian ports. While the
residue level is not exceeding seven
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parts per million at the time of loading, it
is only between one and three parts per
million on arrival and even this wears off
during normal storage. The residue level
at the time of receipt minimise the need
for a repeat dosage of grain-protectantg
normally used in the course of storage
within the country. By the time the wheat
is issued for consumption, the residue
Isrol will come down further to well
within limits prescribed by the rules
framed under the Prevention of Adul-
teration Act.

In the circumstances!, it is wrong and
even mischievous to suggest, as the report
does, that the wheat cannot be used or that
it will be necessary for Government to find
other ways of replenishing this quantity.
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[Shri Harkishan Singh Surjeet] the
Australian Government intentionally tried
to mix up something. Asthe  Minister
has himself  said all Governments have
different standards keeping in mind the
climatic conditions and the utility of and
the wheat they utilise. A news item
appeared in the 'Statesman' stated, which
the Minister has not tried-to convincingly
answer, that "Laboratory tests have
revealed here that a quantity of the
insecticide mixed with the wheat is to
the extent of five to- eight miligram in a
kilogram. The tolerance limit— the
extent of which is said to be safe for
human consumption in India—is", as the
Minister has stated—".02 miligram in a
kilogram. Officials of the Department of
Food are reported to be extremely worried
about this." The wheat Board  of
Australia had said that this is the
quantity they have mixed. After that,
they have now the contention of the
Minister. They say that the effect does
not remain by the time they issue it and
that this will be brought down to 0.02
miligram in a kilogram. But he himself
has stated this here, and that raises some
doubts. And it is not a question of
arguing but of concern about the  food
supplied to the  people. Earlier also
some examples have been made where
certain things have been found in the
imported wheat and then we had to
complain and protest. ~ That is why the
Minister also should share the concern of
the Members to see that the consumers do
not suffer due to the rotten wheat
supplied. That is the main point. And
that is why we would like the  Minister
to go into the details because he
himself has said, "By the time the wheat is
issued for consumption, the residue level
will come down further to well within
limits prescribed by the rules framed
under the Prevention of Adulteration
Act." This is the presumption made "by
him. That is why I would like to know
two things from the Minister.  One is,
why if such an urgency was not there food
was imported, because their intention
also comes. You say that by the time we
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will have to supply that food to the
depots, it will be brought down to the
same level as India has estimated on its
own initially. And the reports have come.
Is there any validity there that tests
showed some concern about it? That
should be there. Thirdly, I would like to
know what is the necessity of importing
wheat. On the one hand you are claiming
that you are going to stop the import of
foodgrains and on the other you are
importing foodgrains. So, are you going
to stop the import of foodgrains. not due
to this reason, so that we are saved of
foreign exchange?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is a
different matter,

SHRI HARKISHAN SINGH SUR-
JEET: Sir, the issue comes out of
imported wheat. We have got large
number of varieties in this country. If you
pay Rs. 10 more, you can get as much
wheat..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You can
discuss it on some other occasion.

SHRI HARKISHAN SINGH SUR-
JEET: Sir, I am only suggesting that if he
ensures some Rs. 20 more to the
peasants, we can get any amount of
wheat. He need not have to import.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is a
different matter.

SHRI HARKISHAN SINGH SUR-.
JEET: Is he aware of it?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:. That is
a different matter. Dont reply to
that.

SHRI HARKISHAN SINGH SUR-
JEET: These are the main points
that I would like him to answer.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: The hon.
Member wanted to make a point about
wheat prices.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is a
different matter.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: But this is
not the subject matter of discussion. But
I would still like to «ay that the
Government cannot depend
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upon the assurance given by the hon.
Member that ii a few, more rupees are
given, there will" he enough wheat
available in the country. Government
depends more upon its own efforts and
has to take the responsibility itself rather
than ...

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR:  Efforts on
imports or production?
RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: For

procurement and production, both. Sir, as
I have earlier stated, different countries
have different standards for wuse of
insecticides for protecting food-grains in
storage.. In India also we use several
chemicals—malathion,  methylbrpmide,
etc. We have prescribed different
standards. But the World Health
Organisation and the FAO have not laid
down these limits for particular countries.
This is by taking into account the
conditions in different countries all over
the world, and this is a safety margin that
they have prescribed. In Australia, as
soon as the foodgrains are taken to silos,
they are to be protected with some
insecticide and naturally we know that
this had been treated with some
protectant. There is nothing unusual about
it. And, immediately as it reached our
country, our experts, our analysts have
certainly tried to verify as to what was the
content of this protectant and certainly it
was higher than what we want at the time
of issue. But I have already clarified that
even in our own godowns it is much
higher than what it should be at the time
of issue. There is nothing dangerous if it
had a higher content at the time it has
come and this has saved us the necessity
to again use some protectant in the
country where we are storing this. This
wheat was not purchased for our
immediate requirements. This had been
made clear several time in this House.
This was only to replenish our stocks and
the purchases were made at a time when
we thought that the prices would be low
in-Australia. And it was keeping in view
all the possibilities of purchases from
other countries that wheat was purchased
from
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Australia and very senior officers were
deputed to make that deal. Naturally we
cannot make a noise about what we are
going to purchase and from where
because that always pushes up the prices.
That is why some secrecy has also to be
maintained.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: May I
request the hon. Members that since so
many points have been clarified, they
may not put the same questions again and
again? '

SHRI G. C. BHATTACHARYA (Uttar
Pradesh): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, I am
putting a question straightaway. Firstly, I
want to know whether whatever wheat
has been imported, will that be set apart
fox the consumption of bakeries, so that it
will go through the process of high heat
and all these things before being
consumed, and there will be some chance
of its being washed also. Secondly, I want
to know whether whatever quantity has
not yet been received, will you think of
disposing that of in the outside market so
that we may not have to live under this
doubt whether it is safe to consume it or
not. My specific questions are only two.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Your
questions are very clear. Please do not
repeat.

SHRI G. C. BHATTACHARYA: My
questions are only two, namely, whether
you will supply all this wheat to the
bakeries only, the wheat that has been
received; and whether you will think of
disposing of in the outside market the
quantity of wheat that has not yet been
received.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: Sir, wheat
has been - purchased for our
requirements. It is meant for us. But the
Government has always the option of
using it as it likes. If we want to help
some country with this wheat we can do
so even if it has come us. It can be given
to somebody as assistance. We always
want
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[Rao Birendra Singh] fo maintain ,]
relations with outside countries and we have
been helping needy countries with wheat!
although we ourselves are not very comfort—E
able in the matter of wheat. We are also
exporting rice but this wheat for all practical |
purposes is now a part of our stocks,l
whether it is still in Australia or it is on the
seas or it has been received. The deal has!
already been made and it shall be used for|
&$. purposes for consumption, for millers
also it can be issued. For the public
distribution system also it can be used. But |
have given an assurance that at the time of |
issue it is the responsibility of the Govern- |
ment to see that it is safe for consumption in |
any manner that the co»-sumers want to use |
it.

it fira w @ W @ 39gwnmfa
A, W&l ngleg M|\E Tl om_q
¥l TATE FT E AT W &
TRUR &7 2 & | AU 9EAT &ATA
7 omgET A TT AE WG
amm 2 dlo de WANINIY, Fio
T8e AWFA , UHe dqlo HIH| 7
AT Aawe 2 AITE@W R, wW
faq, & 1 A T AEET
a3 2 | war grafaar ) arare
% ag We-arw gt aar frar fe gy
i wadgad  fadeor o3rd @ 7 @
wez €9 § ¥ar afl fegr 7 wad
% W Fa AN T WG N
2 wawdt § aa wif {0
§ xa¥) 99 A1 MW gaar - -

“qar war & f& IF gu 7§
n 7 TE R § Wi § arefaar §
afeefigt 3 wam afewifa
w1 faa@ a7 varga ¥ At
& w2 A s far w1 AR
@ aa %1 2 f& wwa efw-
wfedl 3 for Wt srA-qwan TS
waw d§ % @ fear
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w1 oy var fear nar @1
i @A ag fadd &) e
feT vl wawr Ao fear agr 7w
argwl gaar @t € fe ogaM W
fasraz & 7 ag % qger anma

21

gfaar & g2 mn wEF W mea
WAl w2rE Far 3 | @ Fw
AMATAGA F1 TR garar fewy |
A wd ag ¥y f5 aed  Prw
Arfaredma Wt ofETIT -
argRua W) gfaar § qEel & @
#, mgamf| & a1t § qa1 @y
§ wra ®t W gffeafa 2,
@i wmryEt € agawfea  faad
%, Fuw feadl g7 aw ag wahe
#1 vy 8 7 wgs oweE W9
L ag fimar ;@ @ L ag ® A
fa¥ qw wr g fpea 9f ¥ w@w
frarms § qrar agr 5 3 8 fufs-
am

ol Iymwafe : sz SElE W
T# E | wEAre wa 9fq@ 1 nwan
i wa @1 wfagrz s fagr, fev
A1 Brg gul F1 <fa@ao ? ama W
aa ofrg

o oy wx W o: 780 W
% g v g 1 fafaeee Awam @
fe T vamga & agawfea W
#ar wra # 0.2 fufeum wfa
foslam =ra & 2 1 dfem @9
qigt agr 5 A 8 fafaam s
fad)

Y gwewaln : w0 qrar nan?
g gwrr w7 feqr, fer o9 @
LI

Wt frewx wmo: wd e
qrargied ¥ wr fresiew e
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¥ T mry anr frewea wdd, ag
T T E

w5t geeafr: A& s F )
a¥ 11?-11'_ M, za% 3T _9foq
g df Tgd A Ag qar GF § |
A faar Iwg ZTw TR
CA

W frowr mc oA g,
AT Z 99 VETE 1. (ewewm)

= milﬁl : AR g4 AAT
faz, f&T Fqar zrzr (T
g1 af 38 ATEATE WA |

wWfne o W d s §
fe ¥2¢ geq T 797 firewrzs faar

?,_ q® wE warmr g 7
(samm=)

Wt geweafe S En, A
frat § 1 ®17 wed a@a ¥
(waza=)

,- i "ol 4 i
stfmawawr : 79710 AT

EOl
sigeamafa: W q@ afz-

AT AIEH wE 08 Aae 9eE §
A wVIT ME FMAT | WY §i9T,
I axrg amr 27

wit fire wox W ;oA @ afz-
ara fan ag a4 ;713 §, @ N
ATAr VIR T dimA g ECER
A s © fedz 2 afae ) @
R wRaz T, A A WA wed)
FG AWM E 1 AN I Bre
afsy f3 Waz & 1 I )

. ( v )
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wyggawmafa . afed w3 @)

o fox w=x Wy : A8 sEIA
ag & f& sr@faar &1 9@ Ay
| @ nrow gEwa g€ 7w
wF WA I W E fF RS
@ miwg § 7z Tawr farfrorem
z?

o) ggmwiefy o fr 5 D@
A RIAT AZ) | AR AHITA A
2 1. (vower)

LIRLCE 8 B T TR
. (smEww) | Tar gF aaiey
% fag #@arar 3, swr anmw
© fag ag 392 famr s wq1 2,
WA ¥ wIE ¥ oF 8, TalAw
€ fear ar g1 & = siwEn
Pzgnn  sfefagz off g, e=fqe
arar e g 7. (vwea)

w1 Iqawfa : gy FavT e ¥
grov . () ‘

i fra sk mmrtrﬁ
92 fear s ® 7 sfe g wwm i
mmﬁwm?'
(e

Wt geawmefa : g8 @ F s
oy % faar, s ww dfer o
( wrarensy )

) foa wew w Sty oA
T g 1. (wama) ==
mmﬁmﬁmn
TRY & F@i " owigm, fer awEm
7T, SRR Owawm 1 AEE X

REAAGNT W wdwm A T R
aﬁirq’rrm“mmrruam
TRy & v oY FEe Ag §
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&) Ieewefa ¢ wg T oG &
wTT g g

Oy Wer fog + om PaPwar = i
& figemr 1 '

sigmar o (guv wdw) ¢
WrEET qg 9@ @ @ fv <fewm
Fedtaeg § Aty fafre g & &
% | T=Yo U e Hlo FT TTCE & T |
tfegm e ¥ 0.02 faframw
¥ 7 g S99 FETA 97\

e fey Ty 0 #r mmdy ogo
foar & f gmre agt @7 wEd
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qigy 61§ qwwar g o @
|y TE g oW wreefewm ¥
frg #raa o7 wwr g7 4 @t @lar
§ R fegemra ¥ 9w am 9
frqa F|r gy ?

Ty ottey Forg ¢ # wrad wEea oY
anFAr %1 a7g A & awar g &
ag 1 FargT aw g @ F fad
awr g9 frar smam o agv o™
& a7 aqr 32 Tafmam wEr AR
g ar 7 gy @ w1 W qm AN
W BHT TG W @r T T 9
awr ¥z x94 Fegr widw fedr =t

st ardeg wat : A &t wAgA
RRAT § & T IR 99T A E,
whoa gw aff uFr A

MR, DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now it
ig a fair offer from the Minister.
You accept it,

T qiter g« it aadrer & qF
| 97 9% A% TWT § VET ¥
@ w3 e fad am @t
Tg ATGE! AF W i F @ @
#aife 3% 8 F2 wewr fawaar @
W7 A% TF WD W FT @OAT
T @ WT amEt @7 Y&@’3 [AEar |

ot qg wai: 09 &1 3
fsT

g dreeg Fag . Fodt A fedt w1
@t fzar 7 aram Hfem ane an
®oEawr g oar wy & oadf fRar
st 1L ag wr a0 sgar @ gse
glowg, 3 ot wAra fRar @rar 8
qg ATST A& FAT ...

i\ gqriex WAT: [FAT

VAR g : nz@e W 4@
[T 1 3% TTE T AR THe Hle
Ao § g97 & 7@ § T 298 AV
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| dreE 1 contaminated.  Sir, in this matter we cannot

gFIA ATl avEw &7 @ g
df 4g %1 W@ T4 WAMA W0 BT
qER UF%o #lo Ao T W T IE
Fgr arar g1

<

s areg wRi: & @ ATA
A8} ¥ @ §, afea AFT gar gar
ER
<

adreE fag . A wfgd w9
AT, WFAT AL | AFAT F Al HA
Fia AT Frar g1 wgh 9ar gar &,
forraa gRIL WA sgEar @ ar 34
£ Zgara 1 AT 2 wiea Wi
dfr § ;w\r AaTa & ¥vd fRararar
z21
Frwa # warfeaa o & 55 #7
T g FAH faurd 1 #1§ aa adt
) ngd W1 I ¥ AT A AT TR
2\ wmigfaar 4 ag 7 woE W™r
212.12 Fw4 97 a7 % feara 7
gfpa =4 & fas 7 ¥ & Fma
Aa@l & ¥4 =ET g Wt wiww
21 Fal T A FHA ATT AR vy
Ay, arg F owifgw F ow@r B
T ag F wma fgaw awm oW
Zar 9ra ar 33 7 A g fggeam
# St ¥ma & wA FAl H smar
qeaT AT BE AN F A e
A ggr fggeaa § oAt §7 TR
frerar w3 Al 7, 97 380 ag=ar
g a1 195.57 98 A ¥ FEE 9fy
g1 wak aw gafaw arvia & are
fear srar & WA W ¥ S srar
B W@ 47 faviar § A A7 A4 ™
FY A g8 W7 IJF AT T
SHRI V. GOPALSAMY (Tamil
Nadu): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, though
alarming news appeared in the press
yesterday, today's press has published a

report from the Government side that the
Australian wheat is not

take any chances. So, I think the Ministry also
will be very much concerned about this. As
buffer stocks that may be stocked, but
thorough research should be made again and
also the Government should know whether
the wheat could be wused for human
consumption or not.  According to the report
of the World Health Organisation, five lakh
people fall ill every year and three thousand
die every year due to poisoning-by pesticides.
Sir, in our country we use nearly 300
grammes per hectare whereas in the West
1,790 grammes are used. Even then in our
country, according to the Indian Toxicological
Research Centre in Lucknov average
Indian could be consur 0.266 milligrammes
of DDT with each meal. That means adequate
controls are not “eing enforced for the manu-
facture of safe pesticides. 1 would like to
request the Minister to make strict enforcement
of the Insecticides Act of 1968 because, when a
racket was exposed in Haryana in pesticides
even then a case was not registered because the
police refused to register a case. That was
admitted in the State Legislature itself.  So, it
is high time the Government made strict
enforcement of the Insecticides Act of 1968.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: I have noted the
suggestion of the hon. Member about the use of
pesticides and insecticides. But that is with
regard to plant protection measures.. This is a
different matter. A special type of protectant
was used in Australia for the wheat that we had
imported and I have clarified the whole posi-

tion.

oft deug foed ot (swvgiw) @
wFAaT, w30 H uw wegeaqd famm
#F avw gorer fwar war g asaa
T gD mam Y famdr od
g€ 81 §fra fag avg A gardfager
F afagi A a1 @y Wy
wiforr ®Y & 999 wwar g 5 oag
WA FAAT FET € PR wIET 6%
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[+ doaz faey w0t
wrf fasard staar agd 8
wal WEa A awrg |l &1 SFm
% frar & Tafad & fa% &7 agtam
FWAT F1EAT § | FuT TEI9 7R fE
¥4 9gw & .ar a1 f fem avg av
wareNdE Tad FINT A AT 2
& faw ag amar =mgar § & qar
ag o1 Wi, TE g @A @ g
arefaar wadiz #1 IwT =@ W+
TE 8 ar Sawy arar 39w W0 Tg
@7 ATT FHT &IF AT TF & @t
T %@ N f5 g7 77 R
faat gar 7f @t fand asHr 4t
o Aff ffea ww W dar dar
R o 9 gwi@ aaw A iy 3
fag fgasme adf &t awar ar AFTARE
wifra & wFal 21 792 S
Adl WERA A T A TR uEE
TOT T AT @ d A igan
g i feaar awa awv @% §
RTQAT | 58 v aR v 3w O
F QAT w7 % 5 a7 TAE fed
a%g ®Tw§ wag ad 21 afe wgEh
AgrRY T oA W FY A 399
9T WF ATQT PR FT 8 9F wemm
% faq faar sowr 1 |mr owr &
aRar & e 3q wF A, faay ary
§ WAz 971 g a7 § @ gk i
# W7 faw w3 faar so famy
gaRatgEwa st A # fadar S
® Tm F faF, ¥ owrogrA
% fag fearwar @, 3997 a5t @w &
AT ? AT aa AqET wEEa
&R ag vaat Tgar fr #ar sre2faaa
nqifedtsy ¥ gy v & aqfd
®Y 9gF A ¥9 q1a A ANTE F 2y
ot & ag =atw F9mEa 7 g
g A & ofaF FzIv E
¥ AW TG, AN 4T ar Wi
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AT anr fear are fEsa e
avg *7 7o) feqfa dara ) so?

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: It is not a
question of the Australian Government
being warned by India or the Indian
Government being warned by Australia.
It is our responsibility. We look into all
these things and, after all, this news has
come in the newspapers after we got it
analysed. It was the Health Department
which got this tested to see whether it
was according to the specifications
required, and it is because we took
interest and we wanted to ensure that it is
safe that it was found that at present,
when it landed in India, this was the
content. Therefore, it is not a news from
outside. After all it is what Government
has been looking into, and Government
has done this testing. This wheat will be
kept in the go-downs till such time as it is
required for the public distribution system
in any part of the country, but before
Issue it will be ensured that it is safe for
consumption. If it has to be kept in
storage for longer periods in the
godowns, we may have to use more
protectant ourselves to protect it.

q} Mo aeanTIIe w (mﬂ'
qaW) : T wEed, WA e,
F FhT-Fe To waTel & oA 7 )

W gg faware gar gar s

fir wawie wAEy Y owEw & fav
I wW T @ ...
(sa=ara)
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st W faalt w: ew A
AT BAAT, TAAT F @ A W
s AT g

St &1 qerAITTI TP 2 fhw,
¥ & d qrw @A awgw g
W @t X gz WA 9w g fa
w3 ¥ W sy ¥ froa
& = wF A1 ITH w4 A AT
g grEfeee @ gy & fag der
w7 aqr ?

St gyrqfy: saw waE 8@
qQFT & | IE Fmar g f o
MOAT TE, AT FF FTEIEA F
& @ i 3

Stoat W kg
AW FE O gAr 2 A7 uwAed
ar wrg Ford 27

[N IIrefy ;TR WA @Y
w

A a wrareow g §F
graar fo g7 oot ¥ o o
S faud 2 a1 78 § a@ A ngar
g wre 7§ s @r af @A@Y
g 7F ¥ fordr owiar # wgde
YT 27 ¢ ! & gy oW wwAar
qig Z 2 2% 4 F oy qdfaa
Fgigwmraawny mgig? 7
g A wAw wgm g o

B I T
R e #r Ax w7 s for
R @ ® owWiT 9gA @19 ¥ qEA
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s
gigg
1434

;‘PE’;
ﬁﬂ'
A ap

wgr oo fF oag ag
fegr s @ & A
TFTAAE AW TE g
# Tg% &1 a1 faar '
srEafaar  smar T i
Far wAl g oar F =R,
A FU? AAq FI KX oW AW
qrm § B o 8 o meSfean
ar gafeer T ar g fedy 3w
qTAT AT 4T W ST AT
A ¥ WA gAT 97 AT 99
fegerm & an feal @t Wl
g drmmad A A gk @
JIHT VAR FAH 5 FN FE )

%
144
243

N%
1322

H ap o

=T WP

A g gET Wl A
% 7z s g f@ el aroaw
g Al HE B T AR §,
T agt v frw 9w o §7 ¥ Few
9o & e g7
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: This is not

important. The same question is being repeated
every time, unnecessarily wasting the time.

SHRI R. RAMAKRISHNAN (Tamil Nadu):
Indian people are suffering from so many
curable and incurable diseases, and I think a
little bit of insecticides will cure them.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He has replied
to that.
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SHRI R. RAMAKRISHNAN: Itisavery — wyigaivafwg: ...dr 3 fom
relevant question, sir.
SHRI B.  SATYANARAYAN e & S g 9 e awe fwed

REDDY: Let him answer my question first. ~ WIET q, ag & A ol & wrwd

SHRI R. RAMAKRISHNAN: He pan &A1 T 5 | FEr ‘I'ﬁ o 97 qrar
answer both. The Agriculture Ministry hsa. in 4T FY 9F F :
the past, done a lot of research about the i T8 W & TR

insecticides like the DDT and all that. Has any H R o & TE A = W
tolerance or resistance been developed to this t#e & aga o1 frawgss fafie 8,

type of drug because in the case of malaria... T TAH =T G AT AT T I
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He has replied

that tolerance has been developed.

g witer Tog: fedt Smodw
g, T A W saw foar o,
g wT g7 frh g wmm W

1977 ¥ @A ¥ 9@ qg“
W T T fo S Ay ST @
g T 9 WK Ag swfad 9
o @ &...(¥rma),.omToa@
g T W oTg Tva & frowar

A wd 7@ o & & w@&
ar 1 § fo. ..

ot swawmfy: FaEt dEerEd
agl )

T T W q9 TV g g ) ¥ Ie
g €1 &, T TR F At )
o WgEH w3 WIT g WA
qEY W [A AT FIE q1TE G
& ) afer goR @i WY,
(s7aemvwr). . .oy wa wRA. ..
(wararerver)

st wo W whand : fechy
AT dgw, WY T At we
Hifay a8 w1 sag § 5 owm s
a2 Afd, 3rew aow §
ar. . (waamw) . ..

N IrwAEE: ggd @1 A
afag. . . (s7awa). . .

ot @ WwrAEw W o
A T T 17 . L (ergnA) . .

st W | wpAd ;L TR

71 ¢ e v s @, | | (svaam)

At WTALTA g 2 T
qer ar fr ¥ T A 1
T FA T AT ¢ A AT 9
RIE gf qf, 3% 41 ¥ T
2? (s7amm). ..

E

g qroow T@: % Wi @
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please

don't repeat the aquestions and the
replies.
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PROF. SOURENDRA BHATTA-
CHARIJEE (West Bengal): Not at all.
You will see that I am not repeating. But
the last statement which the Minister
made—whether out of pique or anything,
I do not know— of returning the ration
cards by certain Members...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please
put your question.

PROF. SOURENDRA BHATTA-
CHARIJEE: The cure is worse than the
disease, that way.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There is
no disease.

PROF. SOURENDRA BHATTA-
CHARIJEE: As you said, Mr. Deputy
Chairman, we cannot go into the question
whether such wheat purchases are best
evidence of our efforts at acquiring self-
sufficiency or whether purchasing wheat
at a higher price from abroad was right or
not. I have two specific questions to ask. I
tremember an earlier occasion, perhaps
about two decades back when our country
was not self-sufficient—at present it is—
when a shipment from the USA came and
ultimately it came out that that shipment
consisted of a consignment of wheat
which had been declared in the USA as
unfit for human consumption. Under PL
480 that wheat was shipped to India.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is a
different question.

PROF. SOURENDRA BHATTA-
CHARIJEE: Not a different question. I
would show you the correlation. It is
related to that. It was an open scandal a
long time back. This is how the U.S.A.
utilised their surplus stock of wheat
which was declared unfit for human
consumption. In this report, there is a
particular line which raises the suspicion
that perhaps the Australian authorities
considered this stock of wheat to be unfit
for human consumption there. I quote:

"They had clearly told officials
to examine whether the insecticides
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mixed would be fit for human con-
sumption in India."

They perhaps implied that it was not
considered fit for human consumption in
Australia. Is it so? Is there any reason to
suppose so? Was this wheat contracted to
be purchased by the representatives of
our Government even after knowing that?

Secondly, from the replies so far given
by the Minister, it seems that he discounts
whatever allegations have been made in
this report, thereby suggesting that
unnecessary scare has been spread by this
news item. The newspaper has obviously
published it with full responsibility. If
they have done it in an irresponsible
manner, as the Minister seems to suggest,
what remedial measures would he
suggest?

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: It is not for
me to suggest what action can be taken
against the journalists who have
misreported things or twisted them. It is a
matter for the Press Council to take
notice of. We shall see how we can
rectify these things. The hon. Member
has rightly sug gested that things of this
kind create scare. After all, Australia—if
I know correctly—is exporting 10 to 12
million tonnes of wheat every year to all
the parts of the world and it is the same
kind of insecticides they used and it is the
same kind of wheat that is consumed all
over the world. But, as I have stated
earlier, the Indian standards are very
strict. I have already given replies to his
other questions. I do not think there is
any need to worry about it.

PROF. SOURENDRA BHATTA-
CHARJEE: Was it unfit for human
consumption there?

ot wry warg fag (9o g2w) -
sy, f - T Qe ST E
T at 78 2 f& o gwafewrse
gearer Frar o, sEEn IR g
wr & 7 gl A1 dfgww & oY Tay
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YATTAAME | U HFT TG §
fr 77 safiearis o 3o e
amT & ar 7 A afz g g @
1 A8 grar & 7 g AT ¥ A ga
TAAFREATSE TATT FEAT FgIT q9EAT |
dra a7 g & ¢ & g o ayaan
g g 7 9 oo & oo T
st wUE T, gAeaT W wE |
ag 52 ferrddz FF owd & oA
aar otar faa 9% St & qaa 8
w% | & g garg 0 TigAr § R g
forar gy et off awré 7, & w
wwré ¥ wfawrg @ 9df o ey
qg 413 9 A H GF TH At AW
wfaerrq & arAEwr 27 & § 99
ArATE F I FA & fag o gae
At 7z & Fr 1941 7 shem orer-
syarfawa g dz, aats 7 99
o gl ¥ foe F 1 ag frdea
FOIT FIgAT § F ot gAY wrean Of
AR FAH 0 ag7 Aedr-
aedt qfeadT & ®E | T T AW
et S AN § wF gAIE A
aret & 1 & ag W wgar g §
A4 BT 1T Y A, TAr Iy Wy
@ ¥ a4 yafearie s
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Scheduled Castes Tamil Nadu
Ty Wity Fag: A Y ad g 17, A AR qE § oy @
foe. . (sTgam) e faame & waf om afee awr
1 Ifgm W< wfy 91 AW 9EE) A

o gaRafe © § qEas 5 arg
wuR ¥ fag #g @ §. .. (swAMA)

vig @tz Fag o o galfaw, .
(svama) @z  wffas  darfoer
®IE | AT WET FHA gHIA & §
W Wi T W ¥, feogEd
TR @ oW wuf x| R
It HIEVA W% GF Eeewd OR ¥
wire gow fafrer @t wro forard
T @ AR d g W I woa g,
QT wyAr gartErw o ¥, o
wiraa srw gaE w9 9@
¢ oS ¥E E, Tt Wi u feay
3T

REFERENCE TO THE REPORTED
HARASSMENT OF SCHEDULED
CASTES FAMIMES IN NORTH
ARCOT IN TAMIL NADU

ol gz far and (o wqw)
AW FETETT W, AfEEars ¥
B are i ot P ad ooe
i owa wam & = wOa 13 e
wronw g e meEs et
o™ T 7 7 2 = i
¥ gwemg § L TUArT onT A1 Ay
epftaiet i @ Frdy, @t o= & v
AT KT 8, T P T F TEOA
aff feat 3 @ @ AT @ T wY
T STTEAT M &, AV G oA VE
g i I T o B R I T
o Al AT W T e
@ AT Goti F Y WE NE T ow
¥ @ st § 13 Wiy sy ¥ qfE
Arw BETE W W § oA W W
iAo AT Wy

T AT FRT A I TN e e
T ATE {15 FATL H OF ATRE
gs, & wrd =y evdwr ww e 5 e
S e A T WOT R gt o T
1A A T R e ww gfem
T WRAT THT WA ATT FF A
FT 8 |

I quote:

"The cold war turned hot 01
January 15 when  the Scheduled
Castes refused to beat drums at the

funeral of the father of the village
headman, Kappu Reddiar.. .The
next day, Murugesan, a Scheduled Caste,
charged that Mallika, hi* 23 year old
wife, had been abducted and raped by
four caste Hindus.. Mallika, contacted at
Mulvai village asserted that she was
forcibly I away by four persons and
criminallj' assaulted. = She, however,
pleaded inability to give details as she

lost consciousness."
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