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The House then adjourned for
lunch at fifty-five minutes past
one of the clock.

3P.M.

The House reassembled after lunch at two
minutes past three of the clock, Th, Vice-
Chairman (Dr. Rafiq Zaka-ria) in the
Chair.

THE BUDGET (RAILWAYS) 1982-
83— GENERAL DISCUSSION—Contd

SHRI G. C. BHATTACHARYA (Uttar
Pradesh): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the
railways is an important infrastructure but
the Government has no policy and
direction. On the other hand, this vital
sector has been consistently and
persistently ignored at the dictates of the
road transport lobby in the country in
particular and the World Bank and IMF i,
general who want to cripple our economy
and development. Sir, I was very much
disappointed at the plea taken by the
Railway Minister in the other House
saying that "under the circumstances he
cannot give more concessions in freight
and fare increases." 1 would not have
differed with him on this point if his
budget, his department or his Ministry had
gone into the question as to why there was
so much deficit, whether the causes could
be removed and the position could be
improved. I do not know whether there is
any commercial organisation in any
country--of course, in India many unique
things happen—where 40 per cent of the
strength is lying idle. Sir, there are one
lakh wagons in the Railway Ministry and
it is admitted that 40,000 wagons are sick.
If 40 per cent strength of the wagons is
sick, hew do you propose to improve your
position? You may increase freight
charges to any amount, but increasing of
freight charges has vicious repercussions
in the sense that it adds to
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inflation and when it adds to inflation, it
impedes development and ultimately there are
other consequences on economy and
development of the country. Therefore, I
would like to know: What steps is the Ministry
taking to bring down this wagon sickness from
40 per cent to a commercially viable
percentage, which should not be more than
five per cent? Therefore, it is horrible that
sickness of 40 per cent wagons is allowed and
it is continuing and there is no indication in the
Budget or in the Ministry's policy. Wagon
sickness is not the only factor. As I said
earlier, a lobby is working, other international
forces are working consistently and
persistently. Wagon manufacturing has been
given an absolute cold shoulder for the last
many years. Sine? mid-60s we are
manufacturing wagon.. They knew that for our
developing economy they need more wagons.
Yt-unfortunately wagon manufacture has been
neglected; sufficient money has not been
given. On the one hand, they will impede the
manufacture of wagons; on the other hand,
there will be 40 per cent sickness in the wagon
capacity.

Thirdly, wagons are being used in large
scal, as godowns. I do riot know whether the
Ministry is aware, whether the Ministry has
given thought to it, whether the Ministry will
find out ways and means of attacking these
three malpractices, these three factors, which
are responsible for wagon shortage. Wagon
shortage means less freight carriage. You may
say that freight carriage has comparatively
increased. But *hen, there has been a constant
war going on between the Railways and the
Energy Ministry. Energy Ministry says that
coal is abundantly available at the pitheads but
there are no ewagons, the Railway Ministry
says we are giving sufficient wagons but there
is shortage of coal. You see how the vicious
circle starts. If coal cannot be carried, if there
are no wagons, then our energy supply and
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1 energy generation will be affected. We do not

have sufficient coal for our thermal power
stations. Mr. Sethi's predecessor was saying
that we are not allowing thermal power
stations to starve for want of coal. But thermal
power generation has come down; i* has not
gone up. So the problem is not solved. There is
shortage of wagons. That there is shortage of
wagons is - absolutely clear from the fact that
there is 40 per cent sickness. And there is no
fresh manufacturing. And wagons are being
used for storage or as godowns by un-
scrupulous traders. Then how do you expect
that your freight carrying capacity will
increase and how will you be able to earn
more? That is one aspect.

If you go to the other aspect, the revenue
from passenger trains—due to shortage of coal
it is admitted that more than 600 trains have
been cancelled. After all, at one time these
600-o0dd trains were carrying passengers and
we were getting money from them. Now you
have cancelled them because of shortage of
coal. You say that there is no shortage of
wagons. If there is no shortage of wagons why
have you cancelled so many trains?

Then about steam engines you may have a
policy. But I see no mechanism to implement
your policy. Coal with lot of ash content is put
in steam engines. Naturally the life of your
engines will become less and consequently the
hauling capacity of the engines will also be
affected.

Now you have set up factories for
manufacturing diesel locomotives. To import
petrol we are going in for heavy borrowings
even by mortagicg this country and by selling
out thi? country. You will not give attention to
the supply of quality coal in sufficient
quantities to our steam locomotives. If you
manufacture diesel locomotives, you will have
to import more diesel with all the
consequences on the economy.
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Coming to another aspect, I would like
to say a steam engine or dieiel engine ox
electric engine can easily hatil 18 to 20
bogies. But I do not know why not more
than 8 to JO bogies are attached in each
train. After all the engine consumes the
same amount of coal or the same quantity
of diesel or the same electricity. But you
are allowing them to draw only half their
capacity. Antf the result is you are losing
revenut.

AN HON. MEMBER: They have no
coaches.

' SHRI G. C. BHATTACHARYA: My
leartied friend is right. There is extreme
shortage of coaches. They are not in
shortage just today. Not only wagon
manufacture was neglected, coach
manufacture was also neglected. It is
surprising why the decision to have a
coach manufacturing factory is pending
with the Planning Commission. I do not
know why the Planning Commission is
taking so much time over this. Coach
manufacturing cannot start in a day. Or,
nasi soma other influence been working?
Whatever it is, they are not able to take a
decision. My charge is that intentionally
the scheme for overcoming shortage of
coaches is being sabotaged. Wagon
shortage is not a one day affair.
Consistently this has* been neglected as if
by design. If you have sufficient coaches,
you would not have cancelled 600 trains.
Now there is over-crowding in trains. So,
that way also you lose revenue.

You should have an integrated policy
and you should look at things as a whole.
One is connected with the other. That
imagination or that policy is lacking in
your Ministry. I have not been able to
find such an integrated policy or
integrated approach in your Ministry.

Why is the passenger fare going up?
Sir, he must be knowing, the Minister,
that there is racketeering which is going
on in the railway tickets. Fake tickets,
duplicate tickets,
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are being sold and the Railway ate
deprived of revenue to the tune of several
crores of rupees. They are deprived of
their revenue. I would like to give the
example of Gorako-pur only. (Time bell
rings). Sir, if I talk sense, then you stop
me; otherwise you will allow.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EAFIQ
ZAKARIA): T want you to co-operate
with me. It is not a question like that. I
would very much like to hear you at
length, as long as you like.

SHRI G. C. BHATTACHARYA: Sir.
the time allotted for "Others" is one hour
and twenty minutes.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. RAFIQ
ZAKARIA): Please understand. In the
category of "Others", s"ven speakers have
been listed and the time allotted i only
one hour and thirteen minutes.

SHRI G. C. BHATTACHARYA: That
is right.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. RAFIQ
ZAKARIA): You have already taken
about 16 to 17 minutes. If I give the ring,
that means you can take two or three
minutes more and then you should finish.
Otherwise, how will the other speakers
get their time?

SHRI G. C. BHATTACHARYA:
Others will not get a chance today
because you have fixed certain date<?.
You have fixed the number of days and
the date; so, others will not get their
chance. If you just divide the whole time
by seven, then there will be difficulty
because your date is fixed and the days
are fixed, three days or four days and,
therefore, not more than two or three in
the cate gory of "Others" will get their
chance. So, you kindly consider. I will no'
take a minute more.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. RAFIQ
ZAKARIA):  All right.

SHRI G. C. BHATTACHARYA:
What I was saying is that in Gorakh-pur
this racketeering in railway tic-
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kets is going on. You will be surprised to
know that this racketeering is going on
there on a large scale and the Railways are
being deprived of their revenue of about
two crores per year from Gorakhpur alone.
The people have got the printing arrange-
ments there. Whenever any person sells
these tickets, there is no way of checking
that. They know that "hey can go on
merrily doing this. Even if somebody is
caught, you know what happens? 1 will
tell you now. The person concerned sells
the fake tickets and the person who buys
cannot enter the train. Therefore, he asks
for the return of his money. By this time
the man who sold this ticket is away
because his duty hour is over and the other
man says that this is a fake ticket. But the
passenger says, "I have purchased this tic-
ket. So, how can you say that it is a fake
ticket?" Then there is so much of noise
and some shouting and some inquiry is
there and then we do not know what
happens later. Nothing happens actually. I
am giving you only the example of
Gorakhpar. But this sort of thing is going
on throughout the country. So, the pro-
blem of fake tickets or duplicate tickets is
also another form of leakage of revenue
for the Railways.

Now, Sir, there is another thing and
about it the less said, the better. It
happens invariably. You see, tickets are
not available, that is, reservation is not
available, when on* tries genuinely. But
what actually happens is that you need
net have to give the whole of the value of
the ticket. Suppose th, ticket costs Rs.
200. You just give Rs. 50 and then you
board the train. This is a vicious circle
that is going on in the Railways and this
malpractice is going on on a large scale.
So, the Railways are deprived of a large
amount of its revenue running into crores
of rupees. Railway tickets would not be
available, the seats would not be avail-
able, and the berths would not be
available But the arrangement is
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this: Don't purchase the tickets. Give him
one-half or one-fourth of the ticket
amount and go there and then travel. This
way the Railways lose their revenue.

Sir, I am very much unhappy to say
that things are going from bad to worse in
the Railways. These malpractices are
there which are increasing and it is not
improving at all.

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI KALP NATH
RAI):  Sir.... (Interruptions) . ,

SHRI G. C. BHATTACHARYA: Sir,
today.
oTq & qEiql
.. (Interruptions) o
Only the other day the Railway Minister
admitted that there are about 80,000

kilometres of rails which need immediate
replacement.

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS AND
DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI MALLI-
KARJUN): Eight thousand, not eighty
thousand.

SHRI G. C BHATTACHARYA: I am
sorry. I uttered it wrongly. If it is 8,000, it
is not a very small thing and if there is
leakage of vour revenue. You say that you
are not able to replace this track which is
responsible also for railway accidents
because, you say, there is a shortage of
rails. But I would like to know from you:
Do you have any inventory control
process and whether you have ever given
thought to the inventory control, whether
it is effective and whether this inventory
control system is functioning
satisfactorily? Sir, on the spot officers
will go and olace orders for things, which
are not necessary, because they get
commission. And you do not know that
hundreds of thousands of railway
sleepers, rails
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and such other things one sees on the
road-side or at the railway sidings. And in
other places they are in abundance. Since
this inventory control is defective, it is not
working properly, and they should give
thought to it how to improve it. This is
another leakage. Now, what is the result?
The result is very dangerous. The result is
that you will have to import the rails. Sir I
was shocked the other day to hear—I was
intervening at that time, hut I thought I
would speak on it when I get an
opportunity to speak on the Railway
Budget— that you will import rails, when
our steel mills are working below capa-
city. If our steel mills are allowed to
manufacture rails, they can not only
supply the rails sufficiently for 8000
kilometres replacement, but even lor
export. Is it the way of taking the country
forward? Is it the way of self-reliance? Is
it the way of more production, about
which the Prime Minister was speaking
the other day? You go in for import of
rails. This is the policy, Sir.
(Interruptions)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. RAFIQ
ZAKARIA): Please conclude, Mr.
Rhattacharya, Please don't interrupt him.
You are eating into his time, Mr. Razi.
(Interruptions)

SHRI B. C. BHATTACHARYA:
He is a good friend.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. RAFIQ
ZAKARIA): You be my good friend and
conclude.

SHRI G. C BHATTACHARYA: I am
very much constrained to say that every
day, every week and every month the
amenities for passengers are going down
and down whereas the fares are going up
and up in much more proportions to the
amenities— maybe it is catering, safety,
cleanliness or over-crowding. Sometimes
it so happens that the condition in bath
rooms is so nauseating that one does not
like to enter the bath room but do It in
pants... (Interruptions)
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. RAFIQ
ZAKARIA): 1 hope you have not done
that. (Interruptions)

SHRI G. C BHATTACHARYA: I am
only saying what you can do
(Interruptions) What else can you do?
(Interruptions)

SHRI NARASINGHA  PRASAD
NANDA (Orissa): Are you permitting
him to do that inside the House?
(Interruptions)

SHRI B. c¢. BHATTACHARYA:
This is the condition.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. RAFIQ
ZAKARIA): How has he misunderstood
you? You didn't say that. (Interruptions

SHRI G. C. BHATTACHARYA: I will
be happy if the Railway Minister will
understand me. (Interruptions) Sir, I want
to make another point. I am not being
parochial. I have Invariably found that
good coaches, new coaches, maybe First
Class, maybe Second Class, maybe Air-
conditioned AC Sleeper, are available in
certain sections of the Railways
consistently. And in prestigeous trains, in
important trains, in long-run trains, you
don't find these new coaches. Those trains
are deprived of these new coaches. I do
not know why in certain sections only
rotten coaches, third-rate coaches, coaches
from which the things were filtered, are
given though they are very prestigeous
trains. I do not know why this thing
should be done. I am saying, therefore,
that this sort of thing should not be there. -
1 am not being parochial. But this is not
proper. Those who are going on long
journey should get better comforts. For
shorter journeys, first rate coaches, new
coaches are provided. After they have
become useless, then they art transferred
to other important trains. Such things are
there. Therefore. I would only request the
Railway Ministry that they should have an
integrated approach and they should try
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to rescue the Ministry from the road
transport lobby, from the World Bank
lobby, and from the IMF lobby. He said
that there is no IMF lobby. What more
proof do you want than the conditionally
about the public utility services? You will
be able to find the conditionality from the
letter of Mr. Venkataram to the Director
of IMF that public utility services will
come up to the cost level. In the case of
public utility services, whether the Postal
services or the Railway services or the
roadways services, during the last two
years, the cost has come up not once in a
year but sometimes twice or thrice.
Therefore, if you say. that it is just
nothing, then it is not correct. Public
utility services are now being treated on
par with other commercial things. It is
never done. No welfare State has done it.
Everywhere you see that public utility
services are highly subsidized. They are
not equal to the cost.

Therefore, Sir, what you talk of
socialist society, now they are going back
even from a welfare society. Thank you.
Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. RAFIQ
ZAKARIA): Now Shri Kalraj Mishra.

A warm fag (A wim) ¢
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F1 T T F ATAAR AT AT TEE
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AT 367 FIAT F TAME TIF F
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faar Az 8 T8 @ TaTT A
1980 ¥ FFT T W AT 1982
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(c) any notice, determination,
direction, requisition, appointment,
expression of opinion, approval or
sanction, to be givan or signified on
the part of the Railway Board for any
of the purposes of or in relation to
any powers or functions with which it
may be invested by notification under
Section 2, shall be sufficient and
binding and if in writing signed by
the Secretary to Railway Board or by
any other person authorised by the
said Railway Board Act in this
beha>f in respect of the matters to
which the said authorisation may
relate and the said Railway Board
sn?U not in any case be bound in res-
pect of any of the matters aforesaid
unless by some writing in any
manner aforesaid....""

"An Act to provide for investing the
Railway Board with certain powers or
functions under the Indian Railways Act,
1890." It reads:

"Whereas a Railway Board has been
constituted  for  controlling  the
administration of railways in India, and
it is expedient to provide for investing
such Board with certain powers or
functions under the Indian Railways
Act, 1890, it is hereby enacted as
follows:

1. This Act may be called the Indian
Railway Board Act, 1905.

(2) (1) It shall be read with and taken
as part of the Indian Railways Act,
1890.

(2) The Central Government may,
by notification in the official Gazette,
invest the Railway Board, either
absolutely or subject to conditions:

(a) with all or any of the powers
or functions of the Central
Government under the Indian
Railways Act, 1890, with respect to
all or any railways;

(b) with the power of the officer
referred to in Section 47 of the said
Act make general rules for the
railways administered by the
Government;
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qI9H 97E § TATRr fwar | gvawisas
wg'=as, § Ara w@garwgar ¢ fa
da o ® fam @ wgara are g 94
wifgd far famw & ax&d & 33
IFq AT % ATAT S ¥ aFr &
F5if% gn Jtgd 2 fa arganr srfaneg
g, (wmawl 921) § via s § =y
T I E | 39 92 wieAr arfageg gl
za fao eud wre-mw atE& § Aoy
ams 3y ifeas @ vw @ |
fzar #iv gEaa twa & s S
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[t aefag A< qiEe]

v fagr | w9 Ay fam € & w1
#3% 3514 | @ 4R H AF 972
W TAT wAr 4 @1 3I@M v 97 fa
# faa arsar w@fes a@ ~d 917
a7 #% anmr & Tz $f3um Wy 99
& rez & fona % fam w1 faw adl
w17 & 47 =z faa q3 37 f7@r
A7 FH 7F #2346 AWMT QUAT T
azn @M | 74 "A ) F TART
ok WG & ¥ B WITIAF 9¥ U
¥ @) Um RIQ) A E OH AqWR F
fralm wei & fao 1 @ grae agar
argal § f& s e greEs &
Fat 2 107 wzfIt & I 0w
w712 T wifgav der gar g | @a
are g #q7 qvheEw 7 IR AT H A
17 Fard | =zt 5§ Weaw 43
Fe E | A A W AT g 7 @
gufaga saifarr & =sawr wm &
TadmA FTAT ARV K, TAE
TET ' REAT, INE WA T dEeT
faan cfam am am ag, funaa =
a8 T qfea @F § AT 9TA Bl
% faara %1€ M A8 § 19870 W 0B
aEeT faas g 9Rd € 7@ §T £
FE T A A £ TEE alg @
R &7 I E--918 A2 WG
at a1 7, AN waes faid far
a1 Z) AfFa @ T W oaw wom
wtfy ag 94794 A WO-GG, T
AYG WOAT FAT E ) W FEAIE T
feawizzie 32 w71 & | ¥T wsanr
aaq Azt & A @ F wf g
TN E AT VEAT HIFET E | WA
aAT AT A oF 0 ST FHT qT, TFT
1 ¥ WY AFifeae wfaw ga s
wifgx | #Ar gY aAfEazatar &
frqg qizz facz & 7f 1 wTA )

& wHad FO9 2 WY I A9 A%
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agT FFA 4 | wEA ey fwar 7 .
THE] TR WY g weEiy fear o
#1& e Fredare g o, e o
Mo &7 frudary w7 241 7 39 o3
g7 § fagag Areama wie s
FF B 937 ZT 1A Fo wrEwo FY
iz &, AR W Frfafpwwa 2
TEFT & qEmA ZM o7 o fdt
gfaafasr 1 qouz wiv feea
T FAE oiF 7w oaw Hfaw DA
gt 35 91 e Tolwo HI7 Moo UFo
1 gfa At & mfE oz afew 7
T faw for 2) o 1@ o, A,
F7E OF Qifzer aarfeyr oo g
A aF © AR AT frar oA
st £ fv ox a7 g iar § oF
Bl & gar g W few @
qEET ZIET § WY IHE WK HAAT
AT 8 ) FAfF W W AT &
WM ¥ TAE ;T a7 R g 0w
g feay a7 &7 §AvA disrr 9
ergfe & =1 | wrsfy 70 ¥ are
TNT F Uo7 Tovag 7)oy | o
AL AT AF FEATRIE | AT 0G-
7Y % WT W7 fafaeesi 5 ag
faaat g1 g 1a3f6A wiw v 77 aw
w1 9 wrg oarE gt fear mar
| T WRTT F GTAAY HTHGA 9T TEY
g ) ag T FTAFT G AW AT
s 2 AT &1 CERIE urmaEdT
F* f1Q sF § 1 OF RETTH CF-
gIF AT FYEH AATH AAGT HT WL
sy %7 fqar st § o foe Taae
w7 fgar war & Wi fer zae)
FATT-2, FATH—1 &7 Faur wwr &
7 fpdt § €1 F590F T g A
FA%) Q¥ wEe o A1 %7 vw faar
WIAT & 9T ¥® I AiE 6 99
7 faur smar g wE TNV SrATEEr
%1 Hrfgar w9 v 41 A% 2 A
afag ¥ Swawa w1 Mr g 1 @
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AT F) 97 A @ F v Aregmy
& fedwer mrgiar & 1 o wrdwo
v warfzae afaw &1 oiw o wa
fFear #1 =7 9% v Q) A7 & &)
IAFI wEwfzy F9 o7 frw W
g | A FIH-2 TIT FAIH-1 AF A
ST AFAT & WIT ITH FAT G0 gHAT
& anr IAF ggar A §) 3z FAr
A S FFAT & 1 FfFA agi av g%
OFI-527 Tl #) faww w7 fear smar
g | Wlo Ao mrdo 7 7 TAHHA A
StE & A AR 51 Feware @y
nar | &t Fwafy 7S S T oW

T A7 TFT a4 &, A7 TAr, qGbfEa

Fo A B AT 1 A gAw gy
W owTER A A g
REEAT AT FUT &, TZ WMF) QAT
a#t & | Tag fEaar fyr fewsdz-
Hz 97 T2 2, A% AT 9T AF
ug AT AT “grze TAwR R B A9
& & Fadr seedt o gaw) festiew
FET FAAT & wwer G9, ' ¥ faw
¥ 2T WA qvEre ® fm o #
ghm, AT & B § v gak
AT ISG FgUr ) F ¥ FEar
wrzat 2 o fear & faems 78 2
nm F2q £ f& aw Ky & e
g affa & sgar wmaT g f5 9E
qt Favaw & faars agff & 1 um
foasr =12 Savda  awrza, faaw
17 IARI HAT FAATF | T NE
HAWT & wHE BT AT FUT AT W
T AT AT AT § | 4 UFe FUA
FY ATHT 7 AF @ AFAT & | AT
VFH UF F WEAT & T F ZAE
Aaft v ugwar £ §  @Ear
g f5 mfmuriiz gite 2, 72w g9m
g wEme guw Ad # AwT &)
S A% W ZAF) ST AEl A7 TH
g ot § ;18 O frfrezs T
At # TR & 0 W iR
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fafrezs g7 1 & wa gg samr A
fedr «dff @@ ava1 &0 ¥ 7
AT & AATE AFAT § AT T AW
NiFE & qrF wgar wgwr g 5 o7
qgd 4E SrEvH @ AT W WA
wwtard €7 ¥ & f5 ag W 193
qNE FT I §, I9% (9 7 #7177
#aT ¥ IAD ALAT AR | WA W9
#EY F90E i wdAr AT2AT 1 3F w7
e

Ied 4% F FITHA q&T AT AT |
z 9qr a7 Ay 7 1 Fqfw oz
qurda F wzr oW, @i
agl  wifew 1w i Az
F qrs 4Y, T W averfawr 2,
a2 T adf arqar arfas g ofe-
fewedt #3 a3d, $ 3w CwdrSza
F UF qRT | AApT i qEErSE gAr
A% FT T F R A aqg A W@
gar ! ggwmw g fE sy gl
FzT 1 T vaF faq fam gwrv &
frrafan  #1 wroawar & | FFA
o ) @A fra7 343 8 g9 B AT
F1 g2r fiar war @ &zdz &AM
faar wifeaniiz & fF “worr 707 GEF
ar \ 39 fea & samr “end 3377
FAr @y g7 421 1 qfFa w7 frar 7w
avg & arfar zasl a1 79 )
A% qAE F T FT GIT

e, O aw ®  FEAl
g | FEr IR AAC EETL ATVIEE
¥ AFT ANEAGT qF | T F AT
dvrq wv ar f5owedr @ w2
TEHT §, ZTHAe T2, EHIU THIgIAIE
T oEE B ¥ | EWAMEyT W ods
7, @ 994 WA 4 AT | T
o WA W wE ¥ 1 qE
Fagdt #1 Fw faar ww few aoa
T OWH | T WT AT g 7
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[t a<faz arcm apE ]

TAGAT # @7 AT I 7 A4
A WEAT AIAT Al AN WAL T
RSHIH TL, AT WA A FIEA
2 39 9T 7 @dr wT & 1 A
& WT JAGT T4 § 1 ag gl
forat w1 waq =T @R wfEd
gL AT WA § F@l T HEAT
w1 fza # #zr w[mr & wa A
ara & 81 Afad 1 3gr 9T q@E
FEAT A X A1 A9 FT AFC AAT
g I9F AT TE AT FT AT
e W g, AT qIT K FAH
F fesd 7 s aR-dT A T
HY IAF A TE 47 HT AT {
FIE-HE F@E FAFHT Tl F947
fad 7t ¥ AYT IH WiToToTHo &
wq@A, AT A F AT W 7,
AMEE T FE gaed 781 7 =1 AT
JFT, q@T FA T awa faar A48,
wg FA qgwar & 1 4z a7 fEar
A X TAT qEET F AW T@AAl

W A% § | gt dnp @ A 2,
INCH TTAT R, FTAFAIT TIaT &
A 1% gwEd w1 gy qwr G0 2,
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qur AT § WT A4 E ) IW AW
N A F oAFA F g WA w
faar ar &fex iz war 3 & w7 4
Z0oma Y AT grwa & feer
qfaFr ¥ wrgr A8 | wq v feafy
g F adt A

WBT AT WS qHq WT T
T RFAA F A A HIT FaAIES
f& 1300 &7 oF T F AT FF
g fegera w1 ¥1g dFa gar af
& o AW Srgar | wrewe gra 7
9T WIA7 FAT A0AAT, F4T G9T &H
FOU, TAX w7 wiAGA F 7 9O
@ af gT ¥, 9UA TH-HATH
¥ e W Ay @ ge & 0w
THE WM qAAA AT E, F ArIA
qoT SEI E A AT AT A7 Gaa
wR A g 0w zfes W A
q Fgaq ey w7 zfwe feqEne
1 w9 wigz ffar, S oAmwE A9
W § IANT AF § TFAT FfEw
ST U8 WIE AT weE g, sAar
weq & fay oo <Ay afaa
fat “owa WA e @laa ¥
WG AN Fq4IET & WIW OWT
grefaa fl F¢ 9@T | W IHE
far Ztq FEFE  FAAT TEAT A
zafar #Am waar g fane sa
| R oqAg 2 f& of Gaf &
fag woa d% wmra & far g,
maR F far g g 3T W@ aw &
saré ® | WMA qZ T WIST FIH
foar & \ o7 wewr ww WA fRar
# 9AF gA TAME T F AT TAT
faa gw wasr qar€ 37 & fr ama
T AT AT KT ATAT § ) AWT HOORT
afrardy =rai w1 o aar aifee
W& % A1 gfaardy 1T T8 qET g
qAF FIW TG g1 a0 ¢ | 7 qg ¥
wgw agar § fF ogArd AT W
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HATAT Tt AAAT AT EO | TAR!
ZT W FOFM F(AT ) Faq 77
gL T TAAHT W1, ACH GE 2
50 SfHETT WY IART FTW OZF
AFT AT HiToToUHe  FI4 #1
offza 1 ®1 FAT FAT FiE0 1
# waasi § & 7 agy w&d aw
¢ o ar w2, faww @ W
qTT WT CAT A A THA  H(TH
STIRT AW BN | afer ®R 4K
femfmr =0 & feog 3aa &
a7 R K odEws H§oTEe
10 €17 ¥ 3g7A0 4T, AT 40 w40
g1 am, femfor v w0 fFoar o
10 BTX FT SUE 40 BT F AWATE |
g% ¥ 40 w5 fwoan, @qqs o
40 %y fezmr & 1ag A% uAr
aRArETs § | mwa wHT ® fza w0
w & %% gu g a4F€ FAF 0AT-
FEWT ¥ HIA AT §, IIHT AW
frar o wgr g, aaiw Iawr faTe
Ta% Tga @ fwar w0 0 & ww
fraza wear g fo wawr wa w4,
TAX ATRT AFAIX FNT | THE H-
SF FT AFAME T | ITT g7 ArSAT
#r avs 4ff a4 = @ 2, w@lEn
gifadi & fao wa@ds & 17 7
oF SidFE FAAr FifEd |

oF WX K HOsr IAEE OF
Fefor & #17 H FgaAr Wgar g |
# Faw wwar & FgAr wEAr g
Fefor & smam &1 % FE A
qTE, WIA AT T FG WA AT
arqor # wgr @ f Felor & aawar
e A T AG & TART AU
e frar @ | gasr 9 AF 7@
q FAad | K mwAwaAr g 49 AT
g% &1 eoufama A A3 gu ) well
Ry o qIT W FT @ 9, H
FAAT g, W ® TWATH TD

[4 MAR. 1982 ]

(Railways), 19«-83 242

TAET 97 Arear 5t frar wm, A
©IHT fEar s, 3981 73 w9 7
FT A g A Fiw

ITRAEAR [Tvo (rAAT) FTNAT
gagemr] : fafrezr qigs gfag wiz-
A A AT FOW )

qt Aiag  AwEw  qegm
AR AT I9% faa wafzr qaT
q0 AT A FAF, W9 KL | ITF Wl
¥ A & wow agy g AT
g @ wivy 5@ ww awe wmw a7
Aax F wwy frar o

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR.
[SHRIMATI] NAJMA HEPTTTLLA):
The Minister will now intervene.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN: Madam Vice-
Chairman, it is needless for me to lay any
emphasis on the functional integrity of the
Railways as a whole in the form of the
greatest ramification and its overall
interest in relation to the structure of the
society. Without going much into the
details, I will just express the whole
Railway performance in relation to the
freight movement, in relation to the
passenger traffic, the entire nucleus on
which mostly the economic growth of the
country depends. I will come to the
passenger sufferings and punctuality and
safety later on because it is ¢ matter of
concern to everyone both inside and
outside the Parliament.

Madam, in 1976-77, the Railways have
lifted the originating traffic to the extent
of 212 million tonnes. Thereafter, in
1977-78, it had come down by two
million tonnes, that means about 210
million tonnes has been transported.
Afterwards, the freight movement has
been coiling down and the turn-round has
gone up to the extent of 16 days. And that
is how the trend has developed. And later,
after coming down to the extent of 193.1
million tonnes in 1979-80,
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[Shri Mallikarjun]

there was a change in the Government. I
am not framing any allegation against the
previous Government. I am only saying
how. the assets have been taken over i,
1976-77 and how, in 1980, the present
Government had to take the liability.
However, the overall percentage is that
today,, as it is, the position has come to
13 lays of turn-round. A day of turn-
round either will add a few crores to the
exchequer or a day of turn-round gone
will be a liability of a few crores.
However, in the present year, 1981-82,
already a capacity of 215 mill'or tonnes
has been achieved and we are confident of
attaining the target of 220 million tonnes
which has been given. This has been done
in the interests of developing the
economy of the country as a whole.

Now, one of the points which
Bhattacharyaji has made is that our power
houses are suffering and starving for want
of coal. It is not true. Today all major
power houses have got a stock of 10 to 13
days coal and even cement plants have got
a stock of 25 days. As you know, Madam,
transportation of coal is one of the major
ingredients in the generation of energy. In
1980, we were not able ~<-0 provide the
required quantity of e&al to the various
power houses. But today, after this short
period of one year odd, it has picked up to
uch an extent that every day we are load-
ing 11,000 wagons of coal and des-
patching them to the core sectors. So, is
the case about transporting food-grains.
This is how a major breakthrough has
been made within a short period,
particularly in relation to power
generation and in relation to the
production of cement and other fertilizers
and so on and so forth.

Shri Kalraj Mishra has said that there
are about 500 to 600 trains which have
been cancelled. Why has it been done? It
is a simple thing. Steam coal is essentially
required for running steam locomotives
plus small industries like  ceramics,

paper, pot-
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tery, etc. Today, so far as the availability
of the steam coal is concerned, it is only
to the tune of 2000 wagons per day. On
the contrary, industry plus railway need
nearly 3,500 wagons of steam coal every
day. So, unlesi we voluntarily cut dowVv
the consumption of steam coal on
railways itself we cannot provide some
more surjply of steam eoal to industries in
order to make them survive. In fact, the
coal requirement of the industries is not
3000 or 3500 wagons but even more. This
is why some trains, not affecting the
operations on a major scale, have been
cancelled and later they are again been
restored

Madam, keeping these achievements in
view, I would like to convey my
congratulations to the rank and file of
railwaymen and for the discipline and
duty consciousness that they have shown,
which have helped us to exceed the
targets. I hope the House will join me in
congratulating the railwaymen of all
categories, be they loco running staff or
others.

Now, Madam, I come to the question of
the safety of railway passengers. We are
equally concerned about the punctuality
of trains. No doubt, it has increased a
little bit but it has not reached a
satisfactory level yet. There are various
factors involved in the punctuality and
also the safety, (factors like chain-pulling,
hose-pipe disconnections and sometimes
some mechanical defects and also some
miscreant activities or the activities of the
anti-social  elements, affecting the
punctuality and safety of the trains. Some
mechanical  defects may  develop
sometimes in the locomotives or even a
coach may become unfit while running,
needing to be replaced. All these are the
factors with regard to punctuality. With
regard to safety of passengers, safety
consciousness has been there and in spite
of that, there were some errors on the part
of some categories or disciplines affecting
the safety of the passengers. It is rot only
a law and order problem but also
sometimes it becomes a mechani-
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cal problem which affects the 3afeiy and
ultimately may; result into an accident. About
the accidents, of course, we have discussed
much more. These accidents are being
minimised. The trend from 1962 onwards has
been that accidents' rate is coming down. Of
course, during 1978-77, the number of
accidents was 700 odd; then it went up to 925
or 964 and last year the number still went up
to 1013 and these have been slightly on the
increase. Now all these safety measures have
beery intensified; speeial teams have been
constituted to go into the details of the reasons
of these accidents. We are taking all care with
regard to maintenance of rolling stock and
starting new. innovations to see how best we
can avoid accidents. The innovations include
advancement in signalling and
telecommunication interlocking and various
other measures. We have started welding of
rail joints so that nobody can easily indulge in
any sabotage activity. This is the background
behind the accidents. So, to develop safety-
consciousness, two teams have been constitut-
ed; they are going round and they are giving
us all the data and after this feed-back,
necessary instructions are  being issued
accordingly.

So far as maintenance of coaches and
wagons is concerned, we do have certain
difficulties with regard to overaged rolling
stock comprising about 40,000 wagons and
3150 coaches and locomotives and necessary
steps are being taken by the Government.

About periodical overhauling, today we
need at least to arrange 9300 over-haulings
per month; whereas we have the capacity of
8000 odd. This capacity has to be developed
and necessary facilities have to be provided.
To augment overhauling capacity, necessary
facilities are being developed in the yards so
that there will not be much difficulty to
overhaul wagons there. Now, special type of
wagon, Box N, has been recently developed to
enable carry 4,500 tonnes train loaded on
existing loop length. A new rake has been
recently deve-
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loped in the Golden Rock Workshop.
This will be commissioned on the
Kiriburu-Bokaro Steel Plant line. This
is fitted with special air brakes and
so on. In regard to other matters
like constraints in development and
soon __

SHRI AJIT KUMAR SHARMA (Assam):
Madam is he replying or intervening?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. SHRI-
MATI NAJMA HEPTULLA): He is
intervening.

AN HON. MEMBER: What typa of
intervention is this?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [DR.
(SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA: Please
do not interrupt the hon. Minister. Please
listen to him. You may get some points from
his intervention and you may mention them in
your speech. Let him complete his
intervention.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN: Madam the
greatest inhibiting factor, as far as the
development programme is concerned, is the
economic factor. Now, in the Plan period, Rs.
5,100 crores have been allocated. This is quite
a meagre amount. This meagre amount has to
be allocated to various sectors like workshops,
sheds, plant and machinery, rolling stock,
renewal of tracks, electrification and so on.
This is quite a meagre allocation in which we
have to carry out different thftigs. For this
reason, whatever projects in our hands,
Government would like to complete them as
carly as possible. Now, 38 lines are under
construction. They are in various stages of
completion. Some new lines have also been
taken up for construction.

So far as electrification is concerned, one
hon. Member has suggested that in the
Perambur Workshop, only EMU coaches
should be developed. This is not possible
because we should first complete the
electrification projects which we have on
hand, as per schedule. Of course, for this

purpose,
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[Shri Mallikarjun] Rs. 450 crores have
been provided. And by the end of 1983,
the Waltair-Kirandaul section will be
completed, the Delhi ring railway will be
completed and the Madras-Trivellore line
will also be completed. As far as the
programme of electrification on trunk
routes is concerned, they are in progress
and efforts will be made to complete
them in target time.

Madam, with the economic constraints
on the one side, in order to improve the
performance of the Railways, keeping in
view the needs of the operational system
in future, a suggestion has been made in
1976 that we should go in for
computerisation.  Since then, many
committee have been formed. Recently
also, a committee has been formed
consisting of the representatives of the
Railways the Electronic Corporation and
so on. They have visited foreign countries
also to see how this system can be
applied in our country, which system
would be best suitable and so on, or,
whether we should prefer indigenous
sources. This question is under con-
sideration.

In the end, I would appeal to the
Opposition that since this is the Pro-
ductivity Year and since each one of us is
concerned with the Railways, they should
co-operate with us in order to see how
best the performance of Railways can be
improved. Thank you very much.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  [DR.
(SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA]:
Shri Syed Sibte Razi.

SHRI B. SATYANARAYAN REDDY
(Andhra  Pradesh): Madam, what
about my name?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN 'TYR
(SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA):
His number is fourth. You will come
afterwards.

SHRI SUSHIL CHAND MOHUNTA
(Haryana): Madam, it is our turn to
speak.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN LDR.
(SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA]: Is
it necessary to start a discussion now and
waste the time of the House? Let him
speak now.  (Interruptions)

oft qaz fasd ot (97 wEM)
HEFFTqr argA-AaHq qfgar, |

st &t Hegareraw TE 0 A1TA-
Faeda qfgan, 7Y ardt &7 Ay ?

FeawTEas (@ (sEat) ARt
gOAEAT] © WA FTIT HIEAT |

SHRI SUSHIL CHAND MOHUNTA:
It is our turn to speak.

st dt, |e@maww o oA
feq g @ warg 7. .. (saaaw)

IqaAEas [T1o (AAAT) ATTHAY
gaaewi] . FraE ¥ 2 w@r g

st a@te wewmwmer TP oc WS
weq WAWT § ¢ AT ofF A9 A%
FA At § A3 41, ¥4 A FIE gl
& fasr o7 W A ga¥ FemE w0
7 A G0 TEZ ) L, (SwAg™)

ot frawer e (faere) @ e
37T §l g o FfwgeEm . .
(egaes )

IqaATsIR [T (sfayt) Tt
gaasat: mA Iwa) Al AR )
7l q1g4, sqITl FEET AT qfaqan
You have got ten minutes.

sit doz faed ot @ W W
T @ & @ & &
I think I am not going to speak if ten
minutes are being allofted to me.

st @t meaATTEW TE A
QG qIG AEVE | AVIHT ag AT
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gifze fr @& 7132 q71 @ wifag)

R/ Fi-3) AV+-7.7 F1 A 472 AT |

aFT A TF 0IT A ¢ W& g

wr fog gq7 & ag awa 3 @E?
(wrzerv)

qawEus [T (HwaEt) awar
OAFAT| : TAAT ARR J W 2wIH
@t 47 AT TE E | A &AW FY,
for Tifad |

oSt @Y FeLAITIGO TP oAH
44 FT TI77 A & | AW KA &
T AT SATGT WIF HIET JIT IF
sraar ?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [DR.
(SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA]: it is
much better if you sit down and do not waste
time of the House.

Wit @t FmATTEN TF o G
TIIT FATTT F WIHT ATEQ | T qF
gm &fqr difac f5 w2 w197 A
Q¥ A7 Z o

FaRAEaE (210 (wftwat)  ATHHI
goassr] ¢ W wrdr  wgt fear
gar & w4l foam & & swFmar
am Afzg 1

S| o HEAATLIYO P UTIF
HATT wTh T30 w0fgq )

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [DR. (SHRIMATI)
NAJMA HEPTULLA]: It is my discretion.
Please sit down.

ot gug faeq voit : qAd w3y,

fomr w72 & 79 & 37 & Fu7T 779
7 w® L a0 g fw

(== )

st Fle ®GATTEW TFC HEw
AITHAATRS, HMF)  HHILL FAl
wifzq, swaw AT i g A R
arfge | Al 42 5130 FEA i wE
qFAd A 2 |
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ITHAENE [0 (*Al) qIAAT
EAAEHT|: AmF) AT HE F
FOS AL 1T R0 own A3 SEd |
This is the decision taken by the
Business  Advisory Committee,

ot duz fasg Wl wrdlm
wgizar, faaawg & ag 39 A8 w94
R Vg E A ag & amw ow A
W& W X v E 0 o fF w%
TR A+ AET T qGT H FA 4TS
AT q7 TR WAT & Fofaara
¥ fF fang o & oF wraEm
qzxq |, foawr qregarsi o7 fragt
# awg & & wA adt & qwAr g,
TH AW W W arq feaq grai swd
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SHRI ARVIND GANESH KUL-KARNI
(Maharashtra): On a point of order.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [DR.
(SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA]: Let
him speak.

SHRI ARVIND GANESH KUL-KARNI: I
am on a point of order. You have to listen to
me and then give your decision. You cannot
cow me down, I am not for that.

Madam, I am not against my friend Sibte
Razi. Mr. Sibte Razi, you please take it in a
chivalrous manner.

SHRI SYED SIBTE RAZI: It is between
you and the Chair. I do not come in between
and I do not like to come in between.

SHRI ARVIND GANESH KUL-KARNI:
Perhaps you may think that I am opposing
you, I am not opposing anybody. The system
in this House has been, one party fields his
candidate and then one from the ruling side
speaks.  (Interruption®. Please try to
understand.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [DR.
(SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA]:

I understand that because he was
also

SHRI ARVIND GANESH KUL-KARNI:
No, Madam. You are very clever, but
unfortunately, I. am not. My difficulty is...

SHRI J. K. JAIN (Madhya Pradesh): I have
serious objection to this. Why should you say
"you are clever"? He can say that she is very
intelligent. You have to admit this fact.

SHRI ARVIND GANESH KUL-KARNA,;
Mr. Jain's suggestion is quite acceptable to
me. You are, Madam, intelligent and I am an
unintelligent man. I want to know from you.
That is all. We have to respect the position of
the Chair. But I am on a convention that
before the Deputy Minister of Railways
spoke, I wanted to know who spoke. If he is -a
Congress (I) Member, then you. know the
chance naturally goes to the Opposition. If he
is not a Congress (i) Member but an
Opposition M”n.ber, then again it goes to a
Congress (I) Member. So please enlighten me
who spoke, before Mr. Mallikarjun.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [DR.
(SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA]: Okay, I
will tell you that it was Mr. Narsingh Narain
Pandey who spoke. But there are many
Members from the Congress (I) and we hav2
to accommodate them. (Interruptions} Will
you please listen to me? Thoy have got longer
time than the Opposition and we have to
accommodate more of their Members than the
Opposition has got. It is not an equal number.
That is why...

SHRI ARVIND GANESH KUL-KARNI: 1
understand this now. Is it your discretion,
Madam?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [DR.
(SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA]: You
are wasting time.

SHRI ARVIND GANESH KUL-KARNT:
Is it your discretion that you want to exhaust
the entire Congress (I) list?
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [DR.
(SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA]J: It is
not my discretion.

SHRI ARVIND GANESH KOL-KARNI:
Or you want to ignore us and then call our
Members?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [DR.
(SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA]J: It is
neither discretion nor ignorance.

SHRI ARVIND GANESH KUL-KARNI:
If you do not want us, we will walk out. You
can go on with your M:xbers. We will walk
out; we do not mind that. Why should we it
here?

SHRI SUSHIL CHAND MOHUNTA: I
want to know whether this is your ruling. Just
a minute, please.. Is it your ruling.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [DR.
(SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA]: Yes, it
is my ruling. Let him speak.

SHRI SUSHIL CHAND MOHUNTA: I
want your ruling on this point whether you
will invite the second rounders of Congress (I)
first before exhausting the first-rounders of
the Opposition parties.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR.
(SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA): You
will see it by the name of the second pe»on
who is going to speak.

SHRI SHIVA CHANDRA JHA. Madam,
my point is...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR.
(SHRIMATT) NAJMA HEPTULLA): Jha
Sahib, please sit down.

SHRI ARVIND GANESH KLL-KARNI:
As your ruling is not as per the convention, in
protest. I walk
out.

(At this stage, some hon. Members left the
Chamber).

SHRI RAM LAKHAN PRASAD GUPTA
(Bihar): I also waik cut against your ruling.

(At this since some hon. Members left the
Chamber).
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STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Recent incident in Dacca involving the
Indian High Commissioner and
Bangladesh Security Personnel

THE MINISTER OF EXI"CRN'»J
AFFAIRS (SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA .RAO):
Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir I would like to take
the House into confidence regarding the
incident which took place in Dacca on Feb-
ruary 25th, in which our High Commissioner
was involved.

It is a matter of regret that the concerned
Bangladesh authorities should have arranged
surveillance of our High Commissioner in an
objectionable manner while he was driving
around Dacca in pursuance of his normal and
legitimate functions. The
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High Commissioner stopped his car and asked
his Security Guard to request the occupants' of
the car following him not to do so. This
resulted in an altercation which has since been
exaggerated in the Bangladesh press.
Unfounded allegations were also made that the
High Cbm-missioner was interfering in the
domestic affairs of Bangladesh. Thft House
will appreciate that in line with Government's
policy, our Missions abroad, as well as their
personnel, scrupulously avoid any action
which might have connotations of interference
or involvement in the domestic affairs of the
host country. The High Commissioner has
since made a demarche to the Bangladesh
Foreign Office regarding the unfortunate
incident.

Government are in touch with the
Bangladesh Government with a view to
ending any unwarranted surveillance over our
Mission and its officers.

As the House is aware, there has been
steady improvement in the relations between
India and Bangladesh and that we have been
able to make progress in dealing with some of
the major outstanding matters between our
two countries. It is the consistent desire of the
Government of India to continue this forward
movement towards bettering our bilateral rela-
tions. It is, therefore, our hope that this
unfortunate incident can be handled in proper
perspective and will not be permitted to
become a hurdle in this process. The Bangla-
desh Government have informed us that this is
also their approach.

SHRI LAL K. ADVANI (Gujarat): Sir,
the hon. Minister has said:

"Unfounded allegations were also made
that the High Commissioner was
interfering in the domestic affairs of
Bangladesh."

The House would like to know as to who has
made these "unfounded allegations" and at
what level.



