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(b) and (c) The Government have identified Shillong (Meghalaya) in the North 
Eastern Region to set up the seventh Indian Institute of Management (IIM) in 
country. 

Reservation for OBCs in Medical Colleges 

20. SHRIMATI HEMAMALINI: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have taken a decision to make effective 27 per cent 
quota for OBCs in the medical colleges in the country in spite of country-wise 
agitation; 

(b) whether it is not possible to create additional seats equivalent of 27 per cent 
quota-as this will neither give scope for further agitation for or against quota; 
and 

(c) if so, the reaction of the Government thereto? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI MD. ALI ASHRAF FATMI): (a) to (c) There is a 
decision 'in principle' to retain the existing number of seats not covered by 
reservation at the present strength, while implementing reservation. An 
Oversight Committee has been constituted, along with five working groups, to 
make the necessary assessment in this regard. 

Uniform Academic Calendar 

21. SHRI MAHENDRA MOHAN: Will the Minister of HUMAN 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that a proposal has been drawn up by the University Grants 
Commission to enforce a uniform national academic calendar for all universities 
which would lay down common schedules for opening and closing of 
universities and for holding examinations and declaration of results; 

(b) if so, the details of the proposal and the views of different universities 
obtained, if any, in view of the academic autonomy enjoyed by the Central 
universities; and 

(c) whether and to what extent the uniform calendar accommodates the 
varying climatic conditions and holiday observed on account of local festivals 
in different parts of the country? 
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI MD. ALI ASHRAF FATMI): (a) to (c) According to the 
information furnished by the University Grants Commission (UGC), the UGC 
has constituted a committee to prepare the feasibility reports for establishing 
Uniform Academic Calendar in the universities at National Level to enable the 
free movement of students from one State to another and not intra State. 
Accordingly, a circular has been issued in March, 2006 by the UGC to 340 
Unviersities to get their feed back. Out of 79 universities who have responded 
so far, 49 universities are in favour of establishing the Uniform Academic 
Calendar at National Level. 

Opening of ITIs in Private Sector 

†22. SHRI DATTAMEGHE: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that Planning Commission has given a suggestion to the 
Ministry of Human Resource Development that permission should; be granted to 
open IT. Is, in private sector keeping in view the future technical requirement; 

(b) if so, the decision taken by Government in this regard; and 

(c) by when the permission to open IT. Is in private sector will be granted? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI MD. ALI ASHRAF FATMI): (a) to (c) According to the 
Ministry of Labour & Employment, setting up of new Industrial Training 
Institutes (ITIs) by Government/Private agencies is the sole responsibility of State 
Government. Permission for opening of an Industrial Training centre (ITC) by 
private agency is granted by the respective State Government subject to 
fulfilling of norms and criterion perscribed by National Council of Vocational 
Training. At present there are 5114 ITIs/ITCs in the country out of which 3218 
are private ITCs. 

Promotion of Regional Language By NBT 

†23. SHRI PYARELAL KHANDELWAL: Will the Minister of HUMAN 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to State: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the role of N.B.T. in propagation and promotion of 
regional languages have been very dismal;  

† Original notice of the question was received in Hindi. 
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