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CALLING ATTENTION TO A
MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC.
IMPORTANCE

Reporter killing of 2i Army Persuade! in
an ambush near Imphal on February
19, 1988 by secessionist elements

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now we shall
take up the Calling Attention Motion. Shri
Nepaldev Bhattacharjee. Not present. Shri
Har-kishan Singh Surjeet. Not there. Shri
Dinesh Goswami.

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI (Assam); Sir, 1
call th, attention of the Minister of Hom,
Affairs to the reported trig of twentyon, army
personnel in‘an ambush near imphal on th,
19th February, 1982, by secessionist elements.

,THE MINISTER OF STATE IN-THE
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI
NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR): Sir, at about
10.30 A.M. on 19th February, 1982, a convoy
consisting of three vehicles belonging to an
Army Regiment carrying one officer, 3 Junior
Commissioned 0™'s, 36 other rank9 and one
civilian wag ambushed on Imphal-Ukhrui road,
in the East District of Manipu, in' between
Yangan-gokpi and Litan villages. Th, leading
vehicle of the convoy ran over an explosive
device laid by the undergrounds. The device
went off damaging the vehicle which went out
of control. Simultaneously, th, undergrounds
gtarted firing, using automatic weapons, as a
result of which 20 Army personnel including an
officer and one civilian were killed. 12,.persons
were injured, 2 of whom ar, in serious
condition. The under-groundg took away one
light machine gun, 5 selfloading rifles and on,
Sten Carbine.

Combing operations have been launched by
the security force, to apprehend the culprits. A
cas, has been registered in Litan Police
Station under relevant sections of law and
investigation is in progress,
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Chief Minister, Manipur, visited the scene
of occurrence on 20th February, 1982.

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI: Mr.
Deputy Chairman, Sir, the hon. Minister has
given gome details- ag to, how this incident
took place, in which 21 army personnel
lost their  lives because of an ambush. The
situation in the north-eastern region continues
to caus, anxiety to people all over th,
country.  The problem of Naga-land is yet t,
be solved.  After long rounds of talks oh th,
question of Mizos, it seems that the talkg
with Lai Denga hav, broken down' and Lai
Denga's MNF ha declared that they are going
back to th, days when they wer, not prepared
to talk in terms of ome sett'ement within
the purview of the Indian Constitution.
Manipur has been comparatively a safer

place. But we have seen that even in'
Manipur in 1980, if my statistics are
correct, 36 army personnel lost their
lives; in 1981, 50 army personnel lost their

lives: in 1982 we have started with 21. After
all, Manipur was one of the places which
were the cradle of Indian nationalism.
One cannot forget that the people of Manipur,

at least, the people belonging to the
plains  of Manipur, follow the
Vaishnayite culture and the Manipuri

dances depicting Krishna Lila, zymbolising
the integrity of this country, is well-known all
over the world. History als, gives ug an
indication a; to how Arjuna went to that
area and wed Chitrangana. But the
Minister must be pware—the House must takp
very serious  note;  of it—that the Metei
peoplg * follow the Vaishnavite culture
are gradual® giving up that culture because a
feeling is growing in them that their problem”
are not being tackled in the manner thev
should be tackled by the rest of the country, A
feeing' is .growing in the rrv'nds of the Metej
people that the Government is  mor,
concerned with tribals and the people who are
in the area which wa, th, cradle of Indian
nationalism hav, not been taken care of by the
rest of th, country ,nd by
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th, Government, with the result that there
is a strong feeling to give up the strong
basis of Indian culture. Anyone who is
associated with the mainstream of Indian
national life tnust be feeling deeply
concerned and disturbed over it. Th, fact
remains that in spite of Manipur being
comparatively a small province, the
unemployment problem  ther, is
stupendous. More than one lakh young
boys ar, unemployed. There is ‘virtuaily
no industry, no communication system.
Ther, is a communication gap, both in th,
literal sense and in the sense that people
here have hardly any proper under-
standing of what is happening in that
region. Also no communication worth the
nam, has developed in that region. We
have carried a feeling, and this has been
my complaint throughout, that though th,
British regime had * particular policy
towards the north-eastern region—they
had decided to leave certain areas
untouched —after independenc, ther, hag
been no. positiv, policy in regard to the
north-eastern region and we have tried to
gOlv, the problems of that through ad-
hOcism with the result that even after 35
years of independence, the problemg of
thig sensitive region remain absolutely as
they wer,.- before. I do not want to refer at
this stage to the foreign nationals issue,
which we have had occasion to discuss a
number of times. Often we hear about
foreign hands. But let us not forget that
even in this kind of guerrilla activities,
there i; a strong popular backing in
Manipur. There is no use saying that there
is foreign hand. Who can forget that only
a few dayg back, thousands of women
cam, out into the streets and created a
situation in which two persons who were
suspected as secessionists were permitted
to escape? Can you imagine that in a
remote tribal area, thousands of women
coming out into the street not permitting
the allged secessionists to be arrested by
the Police? Thiy is not possible unless
there is a strong popular backing. There
are large numbers of jail breaking
incidents in Manipur. In the
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last one, about 40—I don't have the exact
number—prisoners escaped. It is not
possible unless there is some amount of
popular backing. There is a feeling of
alineation in the €™ North-Eastern
region. They are trying t, tackle this
problem from the law and order point of
view. I do not think that it will lead us
anywhere. 1 am not saying that the
secessionists are not to be arrested, if they
are secessionists. Now, what steps are you
really taking in order to satisfy th, long-
standing grievances of the people? Peopi,
feel alineated. You have set up a
Committee of the Ministers for the North
Eastern Region. You are saying that
because of the difficult situation, that
Committee of Ministers could not take
effective steps in Assam, but what about
Manipur? Now, what steps have you tak.n
for th, economic development of that
region? What are you doing to see that the
employment position is eased in that
region? What steps are you taking to see
that the feeling of psychological
alineation that is. growing in! thig region
is removed and they feel that the rest Of
th, country is also emotionally involved
with them. Integration cannot be a only
one way thing or process. It is ny us,
giving homilies that the people of the
region should be integrated with the rest
of the country. Unless you show that there
is sincerity on the part of the Government
and the rest of the country. The people of
this region are feeling neglected and
wounded. What step; are you taking t, see
that the wound is healed? Unless very
positive stepg ar, taken in this direction,
the very integrity of that region iy under
threat. Mr. Laskar himself comes from
that region, from a nearby area of
Manipur. H, must .be knowing about this
feeling. I would lik, the hon. Minister to
take note of the sentiments and do
something so that this feeling of isolation
which is growing in that region is
removed. Steps must he taken to see that
the position is eased in that region.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
There is no difference of opinion with my
best friend, Mr. Goswami, when he says
that he is concerned about what
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[Shri Nihar Ranj.an Laskar j is happening
in- the- North-Eastern K*gwn. Sir,. I also
share th, concern and the anxiety,, shown
by him. -About the incidents of violence
indulged in by «ome extremists elements,
I must «ay that «ome misguided people
have is*ated problems in that area. I can
asaure my friend that th, Government is
taking every possible step, to see that the
situation is eased. We ar, ..confident that
th, extremist; activities that are going on
ther, will be shed. By and large the law
and order situation in Manipur ig under
control. But in an area where extremists
are operative, some sporadic incidents- do
take place. This iy what haa, happened on
th, 1Srth. T can assure ray hon. friends in
thig House again that the Government of
India is taking all. possibl, steps to curb
these activities. The Army, in their
operations against the extremist element,
in Manipur, i, getting full help from, the
Government as well ag from the public.
My hon. friend was mentioning about a
group of ladies who cam., out into thg
street objecting to the-, activities of the
Army there. There may be one or two
incidents like this.

It if our information that the entire
population supports th, Army. They also
.want peace and tranquility in this area.
They also want development. The
question has been put to me. as to what
we are doing in the north-eastern region
so that the development processes go on'
there. It 4&0uld be dear to all of us that
unless peac. ig there, unless peac. is
maintained there, it 19 very difficult to go
ahead.with the development activities
in.the area, particularly when the hostile
elements are there. W, have sanctioned
some projects there. But people cannot go
there. They are looted. In such a situation
how can development process! go on?
These are the difficulties, i can. tell th,
hon. Member what specific steps we are
taking for the benefit of this area.

Tfcg north-eastem region ig receiv-
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ing, special attention in matters «|. de-
velopment. I may. mention th»*Jji the
sixth Plan th, qutky of,, &y> States ad. 2
Union Territories u» c#**s region
aggregate,, to Rs. 2401) o0eBBp
approximately. Th, pS$c capita ottfJKy for
North-eastern region. »a Rs A»MP ag
compared to Rs, 872 in. the M»**t States
and Union Territories., JJUjpdte on, fact I
want to emphasise p» -Moreover Central
assistance Uttotikfe case °" north-eastern
region liuiiltl over 80 per cent of th, total
attfciay while in other States and Union
Vwe-ritories it i, only 2$ per. cent., Tbe
per capita Central assistance in the case
of north-eastern regioti Rs. 1,205 while in
the case of ojtber States and Union
Territories it is a*#y Rs. 257/-. These
figures, definitely ctftdi cate the concern,
of the Central Q*v emment for
development of backward north-eastern
region.

Additionally,, ther, is a sepamfe
Council for the north-eastern Te£t<*h,
namely, tjig North-Eastern Council
During the Sixth Plan period a pr* vision
of Rs. 340/-crores ha; been made for that
Council. The devaSfflP-me,t projects
planned and implemented by the North
Eastern Council have started giving
results. So, w, are doing all these, and my
friend at*o knows it very well. Moreover,
at thf instance of the Prime Minister a
Committee of Ministers has also been
constituted *°r speeding up the economic
development of the region

I can just list out the developments which
have taken place as a result of Closer
revilew of their activities, A ed-level
airline hag started operation there.
Expansion of broad gauge Hn. 'from
Bongaigaon to Gauhati is being
undertaken and it is expected to be
completed by the end at the current year.
Then, construction, of six railway lines in
the north-eastern region !5 also going fast.
Over above, construction of broad

gaug®
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flng from Gauhati to Dibrugarh ia being family station for a very long time.

undertaken. At present it is

<My..upto (Interruptions)
Gauhati. An estimate cost Of R9. 100 crores

hag been approved Mr the purpose and SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
included in the Gadget for 1981-82. The Whenever such complaints are there, we'
location «?AgineeTIng and traffic survey U in take note oi them and we take action. By
progress. Thig will be available to us fljjortly. and large, the people in-general are
A suggestion ha; been given > attend the B.G. appreciating the action taken by the army

line...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Lasltar,
it wil] b, better if you lay 4 toby of it pn the
Table of th, House.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: These
are the various steps . . . (Interruption)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You are*
asking for the information and tm ig reading
the whole thing.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: One
more point. The Government, as .a matter' of
policy, has been giving special attention to
development of tribal areas.

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI: Sir, I said that
there is a strong feeling of alienation among
the people there and also, the security staff ig
misbehaving with people of that region
including women. There i, a very strong com”
plaint among the people there like this and
that was why many women came out into the
open. (Interrwp-tians)

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA
(Karnataka): The  administration
shfiuld make that area a family-station
area. | have been asking for this
lot a long time.  (Interruptions)

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI; I do not want
to create any misunderstanding. But this sort
of complaint is there.

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA: Yes,
yes. They should make it a
family station.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: There
may be such incidents, one or two.

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA: I ha9&
been asking for making it a

people there,

St awE (Asg NI w ) : Armaw,
 ad yen oh FITAT 7 e
BT ATgAr § K RA AT 0 GA G
AW ) wEUEST ¥F) @y ¥ G QI
¥ T ¥ wzArHl § ma %
A0 F wAF AR AT FHAE AT
27 21 TloTHo To #) Ufgefaaw
¥ ENT WA A1 {17 FH
ark wr @ g feafa & 8 argdls
wd AT ¥ FZ wrAAT W@ §
fo ¥a go1< A AT AT B FTJA
F1 @&y A1 T oad wEe @l
¥ TFIT & qUFEATAIN) aTH T aw
fiaa faveare fag ag € 7 sar
Fa®) ST H ag At @ fa w
anq fa37 03 Ay 7 av R E?
gz N ag & fa afogr A
nEuEdl & afeeds 3 # fau 7o fadw)
AT G U700 HA TAHATAIY AT R
® H a7t T ardva § W7 gad A
dggm 7 7g 87 mig WAy g fo
qr & Ay Wt A ), XY e
i anfaearm # am M s vF g
asy g3w AN fazie ¥ arfeard
Fga A& § A R qogarard)
AT T TH AW W wov 4y Wl
@ g dm feafa § § arsdm
A& W A JZ WrAAr Argar §
fir 72 qgwarad aeat F sfq ww
T FANd w7 Y £ OH? FAw
gatea 3<% 7 fam mx az  faw
A0% * awn 5207 na P faad fo &
weg fatd) am modr avgarfzar &
WY aw ? et
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qaT) ara 7 afoqe & gaa §
q¥ AFAT HATEA] E far wg x ;;?-,
¥ afoge ¥ SE 9 mad F dia 912
TEAT @ [ E 1 11999€, 1982

F1 22 sufa ma w7 9|

A araar Atz g fa sn waw

Al HE'EY w1 wx R @7 Sei ®
qAT T osrrdar Fpd ¥ faw war
A9 Hlo Ao Tlo F| fAnard) ¥
AAt ®| Ay ¥ A & 1 owed
Fq-arq A ag Aranl wgal g fa
1Y TR TR 8 suiE gy v §
fam2 54 a0F N wzaigr #)

uaAfs a @ /v =qgt 9t wifs

2 fira ) oya ?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: Sir,
th, first thing he wants to know is whether'
the so extremist people have some
connection with some foreign agencies
which may be helping them. The
Government is aware of the unhealthy

trends. S me foreign agencies of some
countries have been helping these
extremist people and we are aware of

this fact and we are also taking action to
see how this can be curbed. We are also
taking steps to strengthen the intelligence
aet-up. 20 that the situation can be kept
under constant  control.  Besides this,
Sir, my friend has asked about the number
of people who have been captured and all

that. Till September 19C0, 337 extremists
have bee, arrested, 130 have
surrendered  and 40 have been killed in

encounters  Moreover, we have arrested
and taken into cus-today several of the
extremist leaders and other people" and
because of the action taken by the army
people there, the morale of the extremists,
ihe extremists people there has completely
gone down now.
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SHRI  NARASINGHA  PRASAD
NANDA (Orissa): Sir, everyone is deeply
concerned about the situation in the
North-Easiern region. Tnis is not a new
phenomenon, We have been noticing this
phenomenon right from the 'fifties'. Some
people there, a section of them do not
reconcile/ themselves to the idea of Indian
nationhood, of India as one nation and of
India as one country and therefore this sort
of thing is going on in that region in one
form or the other. I am not going into the
history of the entire development there be-
cause I have hardly -any time to do that.
But I will certainly submit that the kind of
situation that now prevails there in the
north-eastern region reauires deft handling
becausa, Sir, in this region, we have the
problem of the so-called, People's
Liberation Army. We have been getting
people who are trained outside the country
to create situations of destabilisation.
There are other qountrie; with whom we
are trying to establish friendly relations.
Some t ilk was going on with the Mizo
leaders, but unfortunately that broke
down. The whole region is full of tension.
It is very difficult to lead a normal life
there. I spoke about deft handling because
in the tribal areas—Mr. Laskar will agree
with me because he belongs to that region,
itself—unfor'nnately, the tribals have a
feeling that the Army people are. behaving
like occupation forces. This feeling must
be removed. Why should there b? such
ferlias" Is it because the tribal women
complain? These things are there. These
should change. If you visit that region you
will see that these things are there. We
have to face these hard facts. Our Army
should behave there not as occupation
forces but as meant for maintaining peace
and trying t, locate those people who are
indulging in this Wnd of activity and book
them; I have no objection. Therefore, Sir.
I have said that the situation requires
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deft handling and we

pulative  polities in the
region. The less, the better. Sir, 1
would put two questions with regard
to thig region. Thi; occurrence has
taken place. It is very unfortunate.
We have lost 21 Army jawans, includ
ing one civilian. This is “nly
incident..  The situation is sucih that
many more incidents might take place
unless the combing operations succeed
in wiping out the entire people who
are indulging in this kind of things. I
would put two specific questions. 1
would like to  know from the Eon.

do less mani
north-eastern

Minister whether the number of the
so-called secessionists is on the in
crease or they have decreased. What

is the estimate of the Government on
this score? And the second question
is whether violence 1, this region is
on the increase or it is on the
decrease. And, Sir. T would like to
request the  hon. Home  Minister,
Gianiji, to see that the impression that
is going round in that region about
our Army jawans and their approach
and attitude as occupation forces is re
moved and o, the other hand to see
that they are looked upon as friends.

I must clarify one thing first. He
has said about our paramilitary force
there.  These paramilitary forces are
working in a very difficult terrain and
under very difficult conditions. We
must realise this point before we
criticise  them. There may be some
incidents. We do take action when
ever there is a report about such in
cidents. According to my reports,

peoiple are now welcoming the para
military forces because at least they
are helping in maintaining peace in
that area. It is not a good thing just
to criticise those people who are
working under such difficult circum
stances. His question was whether
violence was increasing. All attempts
are being made to see that the

violence there is curbed. It is declin
ing. Thi; i, our information. We have
taken into oustody a number of peo
ple.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH (Rajasthan); Mr.
Deputy Chairman, Sir, I would like to bring
out one inexacti-
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tude in the statement of the Minister. An
Army Regiment normally means a regiment
comprising three unit; or batailions. It can
either be a unit or a batallion. If the Ministry
of Home Affairs mentions an army regiment
in the statement, they are starting with a
mistake.

We are talking about India's forgotten
frontier. 1 will not go into Mizoram,
Nagaiand, Arunachal Tripura. I will confine
myself to manipur. I have also limited time.
The problem of Manipur is that of political
corruption, of financial corruption, of an
absence of integrity, of unemployment and
finally of a total absence of law and order. A
far as political corruption is concerned. I will
read out a quotation from the Governor's
letter. It will not take more than a minute;

"Manipur was unde, President's rule for
two and a half years before it became a
State in January, ;972 In March 1972, the
State had to be put under the President's rule
once again. Fresh elections were held in
1974 and a Ministry assumed office on 4th
March. During the period 4th March, 1974,
to 14th November, 1979, there wer, 5
Ministries as a result of shifting loyalties
and a large number of Members as many as
35 Members out of a total of 60, held
ministerial offices at one time or the other
and several of them wer, members of two or
more Ministries. Out Of 50 Members, 15
defected once 27 twice 11 three times and 3
had the dubious distinction of defecting
four times."

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: What
is the relevance of this?

SHRI JASWANT SINGH. The relevance is
the political corruption. The Ministry there is
a congress CI) Ministry. You have created
political corrup'ion, economic corruption,
financial corruption. That is th, relevance.
You have had the scandal or a rapeseed. You
have had the scandal about bamboo. Figures
have been quoted here by the Minister.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please
edon't widen the scope because it is a
bigger question.

-SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
We want notice for this thing.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: You -want
hotic, about this thing. Your party's Chief
Minister hag created political corruption.

*MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: G to th,
next point.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: You want
to support the Government.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; I want to
support the House. You need not discuss
the whole politics of Manipur.

SHRIMATI PURABI MUKHO-
PADHYAY (West Bengal): Manipur is
very much connected with what is
happening there.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN. 1t is just
one incident.

SHRIMATI PURABI MUKHOPA-
DHYAY; It is just one incident.
Everyday people are being killed by
the Army.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; You can
refer to other matters. Please don't dilate
on that.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH; You want
me to go by the way. I would not go
directly; 1 will go in a round about way:.

Sir, ther, is a total absence of law iind-
order I do not know if Gianiji will do me
the courtesy of replying or Jie will ask
one of his two deputies to give the
answers. [ would request him to answer ,s
to how many killings have been there in
the year 1978, klllingg of the security
personnel, how many in 1979, in 1980. in
1981, and in the first two months Of the
current year. The bon. Minister said that
there is an improvement, we are killing
fnsurgents, and we are controlling the
insurgency. The figures' will gpe«!t for
themselves. Would he give tfte figures
for the last four years, ttfrtfiig from
1»7&? >I» it cor-.
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rect, Sir, that m nine-tenths of Manipur
which are the Kills, inhabit about one-
tenth "of *he population and in one-tenth
of Manipur which i» the valley inhabit
nine-tenths of the population? Is it correct
that those who reside in the valley cannot
purchase land in the hills whereas those
that reside in the hills can purchase in the
valley? Wouljl the Minister answer that?
Secondly, the Minister said that we are
controlling insurgency. How many
insurgent groups are there? Who ar, they
led by? T would like you, Sir, as you
protected the Government, to please
protect me when it comes to answering'
these questions. Please ensure...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; I am not
protecting the Government; r am...

SHRI JASWANT SINGH; However,
please ensure they answer these
questions- How many insurgent groups
are there? How many civil servants have
been posted *¢ Manipur and have lived or
worked in Manipur for more than three
years? It iy my belief that one of the
major causes of corruption in the public
life of Manipur is the retention™of civil
servants in that State" for longer than
three years. It is no use giving the kind of
figures that are give* here—per capita
Central Assistance, etc. because that
assistance is ihisui ed. How many
missing persons are there in Manipur?
Did or- didn't the hon. Minister of Home
receive ' a letter from me la=t vear
reporting about a missing person w”ose
mother had represented to rn,, that he was
taken away bv the cPrurity 'fbrces, and
havin? heard nothing' from her son
asking whether there fs any trace of him
or whethe.- he has beer, killed or he is in
lail? Ts it not a fact that that letter till
today remains unanswered? Than, what ft
the current figure of unemployment? The
hon. Minister said that they have done so
much about development. What is the
current fltfure of im«n-plovment? And is
it a fact "thst unlike the rest of the
country there
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is no unemployment insurance scheme in
Manipur? The Loktak project which is the
major irrigation project was supposed to have
been completed in the year 1975. We are in
1982. There i; an overlap of about seven
years. We have not completed it yet. When is
the Loktak project likely to be completed by?

Finally, I would like to lend weight to what
my friend, Mr. Dinesh Goswami said here,
and I will conclude with that. The absence of
Members on the Treasury Benches is
indicative of the importance that is lent to the
North-East region.

ME. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: On this side
also, there are not many Members.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Why don't you
let them interrupt me. I am having a running
commentary on what I am saying from the
Chair which is an incredible thing.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is not
necessary for this matter. That is why...

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Sir, this is ;an
indication of how much importance i given
by the Government to the question of North-
East. It is not a question of Imphal integrating
with Delhi. May I submit to the Government
and to the hon. Minister that it will be more
worthwhile as far as the North-East is
concerned " Delhi to integrate with Imphal?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: Sir,
the hon. Member ha, asked " several figures.
J have made a riote of them. So far as the
question of unemployed youth are concerned,
it is not relevant to this case. I think if he puts
a separate question detailing all the
information that he wants to know, we will be
able to give the answer.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH; Sir, here we
have a Calling Attention matter before us...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Give
othe figures. ]
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SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: Sir,
first of all he ha; asked how many extremist
groups are working in Ma'nipur. That is the
first question that he put to me. According to
our information, in Matripur there are three
groups which are operating, Mei*thig in the
valley and Mizo and Naga insurgents. These
are the three groups which are operating in
Manipur area.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Sir, I am not
being contentious. But there is a letter from
the former Governor here which say; that
there are four groups. Please be sure what
you say about the groups of insurgents.
According to the information given in the
former Governor'Sf letter there are f°Ur
groups.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: You
are right and I am also correct because
Meithis have two groups and then there are
Nagas and Mizos. If you take the first two
together theta. there are three; otherwise there
are four.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH; Please speak
near the microphone.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: In the
Meithis group there are two factions of
extremists and then there are Mizos and
Nagas. They ara there in Manipur. If you take
the total, then there are four groups.

So far as the problem of unemployed youth
is concerned, we have taken up a large
number of projects recently whereunder
unemployed youth have been trained up for
employment. The latest figures 1 will give
you. I think these are "hot with me at the
moment. But I know for certain that a number
of unemployed youth hav9 been given
training. This Is, Sir, our Government's
approach, which has bee, a eo-ordinated one,
firstly ta see that we deal firmly with the
extremist elements there, and secondly to see
that the development efforts are accelerated
and their benefits reach fh»
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[Shri Nihar Ranj an Laskar] people. So, we
are taking all possible steps in thi; direction to
control the extremists oh the one hand. I have
already enunciated in my earlier answer what
step, we have taken to see that the fruits of
development reach the people.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Sir, he has not
answered my question. May I seek your
protection. He has hot given the figures of
persong arrested and killed.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: How
many times have I to give these figures?

SHRI JASWANT SINGH; I waht to know
how many have been killed in 1978, 1979,
1980, 1981 and in the current year. Then, I
have spokeh About my letter. I have also
asked questions about missing personnel and
civil servants who have speht more tha, three
years.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASiKAR: These
figures are not with me. I will supply the
information.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: This is Calling
Attention notice about Mani-pur.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; Mr. Laskar,
if you do not have the figures, please supply
them.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Not supply.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; He will lay
them on the Table of the House. If he doeg

not have the figures right now, what can he
do?
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thousands of women blocked 12 fully-armed
security vehicles in the greater Imphal area
and attempted to snatch from them tw,
youths arrested by the security forces. L. P.M.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That point
has already beeh covered.
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SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: I can
only assure my hon. friend and also this
House that there will be no let-up in the drive
against the extremists operating in those
areas. Government is takftig every step so
that these extremist activities in the northeast
region are curbed as early as possible and
that is why our army and para-military
personnel are working there under extremely
difficult conditions. We must realise this ahd
try to help them and not blame them in the
manner some of our friends are speaking.

Then th, hon. Member asked eibout the
has, of these extremist groups, whether they
have their base in thiS couWry or in some
outside country. We have some information;
as you know some other countries nearby are
showing some interest in this regard.

SHRI B. SATYANARAYAN
REDDY; Which are those countries,

.SHRI NIHAR RANJAN
think many of you Iftiow it.

LASKAR: 1
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SHRI B. SATYANARAYAN REDDY;
But you have to inform this House which are
those countries?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: We
have some information that there ar, areas
like Chitagong and other areas and also we
have caught ammunition with markings of
some other countries. We are taking pre-
cautions.

N geaweefa ;o oaga @ oAE
A & Araw adf adr
SHRI B. SATYANARAYAN REDDY:

Have you take, up ' this matter with those
countries?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: Yes,
for instance, ou, friendly neighbouring
country Burma i; givteg all help to us.
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SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
Sir, the first thing that T will answer is
about the formation of Shanti Sena at the
village level. This is really a very good
suggestion. In fact, I must tell my hon.
friend that our para-military forces are
working there. They are, in fact, the
shanti sena people working in those
areas. Anyway, we will examine your
suggestion.
oy fa =7z A
L CUE
SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:

Secondly, Sir, about some foreign
elements'inside and outside the coun.

oot AfaT Ow
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try taking interest in ou, affairs, yes, we

have the knowledge about those people

and we are taking steps, we are not

allowing many people to S° and visit

those area, and create problems for us.

About full employment, I have said
that we have laid special emphasis on
those areas so that this unemployment
problem i, more or less solved there. The
basic thing is peace. Unless peace is
maintained how can you go ahead with
this?

R few W W7 gRnyRT
T[HT AR FX CHIEEE I, ¥
Lo L - O
st gaawiafe ;o= oY @
2 &

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
Lastly, Sir. h, says that people are not
helping, they are not giving help to the
army people. This is entirely wrong.
Maybe; some misguided elements are
there who are creating this sort of belief,
but people in general are with us.

SHRIMATI ILA BHATTACHARYA
(Tripura); Sir, here I express my deep
grief at the incident which occurred in
Manipur on 19th February, It is not only
the question of killing and attacking of
military men, but the extremists snatches
away a large number of armg; and
ammunition. This is a serious matter. We
should be anxious about this. The
extremists are hatching away all kinds'©/
arms and ammunition. My question to the
hon. Minister is, that i it not a disclosure
of the fact that some people who are
hostile to the Government, are well
armed? Otherwise, how is it possible?

ot wrfaer worm wEl (wEre )
o FY #few 3@ o W F 1 oww
gfFa |

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  The
Deputy Minister is there.
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SHRI B. SATYANARAYAN

REDDY: How is this conversation going
an? {Interruptions).

SHRIMATI  ILA BHATTA-
CHARYA: [ there no prior information
ajaout the plan of action of the extremists
to the Government through the State or
Central intelligence branch? I think it is
due to the sheer negligence on the part of
the intelligence branch and weakness of
the security arrangements for which the
Unfortunate military personnel lost their
lives, which cannot be compensated at
any cost. May I ask the hon. Home
Minister, did this incident prove complete
failure of your intelligence branch? So far
as I know, the extremists are getting
support from a section of the people of
Manipur. What is the root of this
incident? What i; the cause that the people
of Manipur are discontented for a long
time? They are suffering from regional
backwardness. I think th, Government of
India is aware that * small SState like
Manipur has more than one Uakh of
unemployed men and women. The road
communication is very insufficient. There
i3 no road connection from Delhi to
Imphal. The State is economically very
backward. Poverty and unemployment
have increased in that Stat, after 35 years
of Independence. Practically the condition
of the people in the entire North-Eastern
zone is the same, specially from the very
beginning of Independence. So all these
causes have made a section of the people
of Manipur become frustrated and follow
an undersirable Path which would not be
able to solv, the basic problems of life. So
T would like to know what steps the
Government of India have taken to
minimise the frustration, that is to solve
the economic problems of the T*»pfe.

My othe, point is that political events
in a border State like Manipur make a
fertile ground for extremists* activities. I
know there is a demand for chasfeing the
present leadership

of the Government. May I ask the hon.
Minister whether it is a fact or not that
there is a connection between this
demand and the action of the extremists?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
Sir, about the first point regarding
intelligence and all that and how it
happened really we are investigating into
it and getting reports as to how it
happened. I hav, already stated that we
are definitely taking more steps to
strengthen the intelligence set-up in this
region. How it all happened, we are
getting reports and investigation is going
on there.

Secdndly. whether a section of the
people are with the extremists, yes,
definitely there are elements who are
misguided, who are definitely with the
extremist people but this is a minor
section which is. creating this problem
About regional backwardness. I have
already said that w, have taken steps, but
one thing th, hon. lady Member also
knows” because she comes from that
area, that geographical barrier is there.
Even if we wish, we cannot reach there.
I, some area; we have set up some
industries, but it is impossible to take
machinery and other things there; it takes
time. Anyhow, we are taking all steps
there to bring them into the mainstream
and to see that development takes place.
Once these industries are set up and
development takes place, the
unemployment problem which i3 there T
know, is likely to be solved.

About politics, 1 need not answer.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; Yes,
that will do. Mr. IK. C. Pant.

SHRI  KRISHNA CHANDRA
PANT (Uttar Pradesh); Sir, the Hon.
minister said that there were four
groups—the Mizo group, the Naga groun
and the two Meitei groups— which were
still active in the insurgency ' fti
Manipur. Is it not a fact that over the
years the Mizo and Naga groups have
practically ceased
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to operate actively in Manipur? Is this

not the position now? If not, then what i

the intensity of activity of these two

groups at present in Manipur?

Sir, the central problem just now i the
Meitei you'ng people—a group of them,
may b, a small number—wh” have been
described as misguided—. rightly so—and
th, feeling of alienation amongst them. I
would also recall that the Valley of
Manipur “a; very much in the freedom
Straggle. Many jail-goers are still living
there. Many people went to British jails.
Netaji also set foot in Manipur and that too
created a tremendou, national fervour in
Manipur. And culturally, politically, it has
been very much in the mainstream of
India. Economically there have been
problems, and those problems are partly
because of geography. The Government is
trying to overcome them. Some facta have
been given by the Minister and those are
relevant facts. But m spite of the special
efforts being made, it is a fact today that a
section of the young men ar, feeling so
alienated even . culturally that they want to
change their names. You know, almost
everyone among the Meitei, calls himself a
"Singh"—Dorendra Singh, Tompok Singh
and so on and so forth. No,, they want to
glo back to ctrtain names of the pre-
Vaishnavite period. That is the extent of
the sense of resentment which they are
harbouring. So quite apart from thig parti-
cular problem of insurgency, about which
there cannot be two opinions— insurgency
has to be dealt with firmly; secessionists
have to b, dealt with firstly—there is 'his
deeper aspect of the problem as to why
such alienation could have come about in a
State which really has been in the
mainstream of Indian lite- The only maior
political problem earlier on was the
demand for separate Statehood. Once that
was granted, that aspiration was satisfied.
Yet, even after that we are having this
sense
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of alienation amongst a section of the
youth. I would strongly suggest that this
must (be analysed. If the Government has
already gone deeper into thig problem, I
would very much like the Minister to
enlighten us as to the reasons for this
alienation, for this sense (f distance, for
thig desir, to consciously distance
themselves from the rest" of the country.
Unless we get to the root of the problem,
the Government will not be able to deal
with thi; problem. I entirely agree that
law and order problems have to be dealt
with as law and order problems. But if
you want to prevent them from growing,
if you want the disease to be nipped in the
bud, if you do not want it to spread, then
you have to go into* the reasons, and the
House would like jfc know, the country
would like to know, the reasons and what
the Government is going to do about
these reasons. Apart from these, there are
two or three specific questions. I hope the
Mini-ter will answer these questions. He
is a good friend of mine and he has
personal knowledge of this area. I am
very glad that he is dealing with this
question. I hope he answers the questions
that r hav, asked because it will help the
country to understand the problems.
There are some other minor questions:
One is whether the Army al«ne is dealing
with the problem or the Manipur Rifles is
also dealing with the problem. Has it been
left entirely to the Army to be dealt with?
If so, does it not create some problems
which can be avoided if the Manipur
Rifles also participate in the law and
order operations? Secondly, is there any
proposal to make Imphal a family station
for the army people so that the kind of
problems that some Member; have men.
tioned—this question of ladies sometimes
complaining, etc—could be done away
with? These army men are operating in
very difficult conditions at the risk of
their lives and we should pay a tribute to
the way in which they a,, functioning. But
it there are black sheep amongst them.
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[Shri K. C. Pant] they should be disciplined.
At the same time, I would like to know
whether this can be made a family etation.
Compensation must be paid to the families of
thos, who died. I would like to know how
much compensation is paid to the families of
those army me, who died in this particular
raid and in other similar insurgency activities.
Then what are the types of arms which they
are using? Wher, do these insurgents get these
arm's? Whnat is the source of these arms, sten
guns and the like? They ar, not .manufactured
in the villages. What i the source? What are
the markings? Are they Indian markings or
foreign markings? Could they y*ve come from
the Army? Thee . are the sets of questions for
which I would like to have answers. Finally, i
would like to know whether an, pockets have
been formed by the insurgents in the
neighbouring  countries. He  mentioned
Chittagong tracts. Those are only tribala who
moved into Tripura, as far as I know. I would
like to Idibw whether Manipur people,
Meiteis, have already established any kind of
camps in the country surrounding Manipur,
whether it is Bangladesh, whether it i* China
or whether H is Burma. This is my last
question.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR,; I think
my friend ha, made my position very easy
because he himself was in this position and
knows the northeastern area very well. So I
agree with most part of his analysis of the
situation there, what he ha, said about it. The
extremist groups of the Meiteis, of the
Manipur Valley, their aim is to liberate
Manipur through sabotaging and armed
revolution. This is their notion. The, had sent
some youths to Lhasa for training and
indoctrination. The main reasofti for this
discontent is the feeling of deprivation—that
is what w, have analysed—of the superior
position enjoyej by other people than these
Meitei people. Then the problem of
educated unemployment is
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also there. Moreover, this unsettled, poltical
situation also contributes a little bit to this
situation. So these are some of the reasons for
the conduct of some of the youths there—he
will agree, they are misguided. But thi is not
the way to achieve things. There are various
ways to achieve this thing. There i  the talk (f
extremists nature. Naturally it is the duty of
the Government of India to curb the
extremists as early as possible. We are
taking all steps.

Regarding family stations, whether this
area is declared as a family station or not, this
particular information is not with me. I shall
collect it and supply to my friend About
pockets I have already said...

SHRI KRISHNA
PANT: Compensation.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
Regarding compensation there ** established
rules. We cannot forget the sacrifices made by
these people who died in action. Sufficient
provisions are there. Thes, detail are not with
me just now. But I know we will take
sufficient care of these people, those who die
in action. In this regard there should not be
any apprehension. We are taking full care of
them. W, have ou, knowledge, yes, in
Bangladesh area some pockets are there.
Some of these are extremist activity shelters.
About markings on ammunition, some of
these markings we have seen; we have been
markings of Chinese may be. these are older
ammunition, but we have seen them. It shows
that som, foreign element are helping them...

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA PANT;
When did they go to Lhasa?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: Thig
information we should not disclose.

CHANDRA

REFERENCE TO THE REPORTED
STUDY BY THE BRITISH HIGH
COMMISSION EVINDIA ABOUT
CORRUPTION IN INDIA

MR. DEPUTY: CHAIRMAN: Now we go
to soeciai mention. Mr. Shiva Chandra Jha.



