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CALLING ATTENTION TO A

" MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC..

IMPORTANCE

Reporteq killing of 21 Army Person-
diel in an ambush near Imphal on
February 19, 1982 by secessionist ele-

. ments
TR~ ’

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now
we shall take up the Calling Atten-
tion Motion. Shri Nepaldev Bhatta-
charjee. Not present, Shri Har-
kishan Singh Surjeet. Not there.
Shri Dinesh Goswami. B

' SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI (Assam):.
Sir: I call the attention gf the Minis-
ter of Home Affairs to the reported
killing of twentyone army personnel
in‘an ambush near Imphal on the 19th
February, 1982, by secessionisy ele-

ments.

,THE MINISTER OF STATE IN-
THg MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR):
Sir, at about 10.30 AM. on 19th Feb-
ruary, 1982, a convoy consisting of
three vehicles belonging to an Art}ny
Regiment carrying one officer, 3 Junior
Commissioned officers, 36 other ranks
and one civilian was ambushed on
Imphal-Ukhruy road, in the East Dis-
trict of Manipuy in' between Yangan-
gokpi and Litan villages. The leading'
vehicle of the convov ran oOver an
explosive device laid by the under-
grounds. The device went off damag-
ing the vehicle which went out of
control., Simultaneously, th,  under-
groundg glarted  firing, using auto-
matic weapony as a result of which
20 Army personnel including an
officer and one civilian were killed.
12.,persons were injuied, 2 of whom
ai'e in serioug conditjon. The under-
grounds took away one light machine
gun, 5 selfloading rifles and one Sten
Carbine,

Combing  operations  have bheen
launched by the security forceg to
apprehend the culprits. A case has
heen, registered in Litan Police Statjon
under relevant sections of law and
investigation is in progress, ~
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Chief Minister, Manipur, visited the
scene ©f occurrence on 20th Febru-
ary, 1982.

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI: Mr.
Deputy Chajrman, Sir, the hon. Min-
ister hag given some details ag to, how
this incident took place, in which 21
army  personmnel lost their lives
because of an ambush. The situation
in the north-eastern region continues
to cauge anxicty to people all over
the country. The problem of Naga-
lang is yet to be solved. After long
rounds of talks on thy question of
Mizos, it seemg that the talkg with
Lal Denga havy broken down and Lal
Denga's MNF hag declared that they
are going back to th, days when they
werp not prepared to talk in terms
of somé sett'emeny within the plr-
view of the Indian Constitution.
Manipur has been comparatively a
safer place But we have seen that
even in' Manipur in 1980, if my
statistics are correct, 36 army per-
sonn~l lost thei, lives: in 1981, 50
army personnel lost their lives; and
in 1982 we have started with 21. After
all, Manipur was one of the places
which were the cradl, of Indian
nationalism. One cannot forget that
the people of Manjpur, at leasy the
people belonging to the plains of
Manipur, follow the Vaishnavite
cultura anq the Manipuri dances
depicting Krishna Lila, gymbalising
the integrity of this country, is well-
known all over the world. History
alsy gives uq gn indication ag to how
Arjuna went to that area ang wed
Chitrangana. But the Minister must
be aware—the Hous. must tak, very
serious note of it—that the Metei
peopley who  follow the Vaishnavite
culture are gradually giving up that
culture because a feeling is growing
in them that their problemc are not
being tackled in the manner they
should be tackled by the rest of the
country, A feeling is growing in the
minds of the Metei people that the
Government jis more concerned with
tribals and tha people who are in the
area which waq the cradle of Indian
nationalism have not been taken care
of by the rest of the country and by
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the Government, with the result that
there is a strong feeling to give up
he strong basis of Indian culture.
Anyone who ig associated with the
nainstream of Indian national life
nust be feeling deeply concerned and
iisturbed over it. Thg fact remains
that in spite of Manipur being com-
paratively a  small province, the
unemployment  problem there  is
stupendous. More than gne lakh
young boys are unemployed. There is
virtually no industry, no communij-
cation system. There is a communi-
cation gap, both in th, litera] gense
and in the sense that pecople lers
have hardly any proper under-
standing of what is bappening in that
region. Alsy no communication worth
the pname  hag ‘developed in that
region. We have carried a feeling, and
this has been my complaint through-
out, that though the British regime
hag a particula;. policy towards the
north-eastern region—they had deci-
ded to leave ecertain areag untouched
—after independency there has been
e, positive po]icy in regard to the
north-eastern  region and we have
tried to golve the problems of that
through ad-hocism with the result
that even after 35 years of indepen-
dence, the problemg of thig gensitive
region remain absolutely as they
were before. I do not want to refer at
this stage to the foreign nationals
issue, which we have had oceasion
to- discuss a number of times, Often
we hear about foreign hands But
let .us not forget that even in this
kind of guerrilla actjvities, there ig a
strong popular backing in Manipur.
There is no use saying that there
is foreign hand. Who can ‘forget that
only a few davs back, thousands of
women came out into the streets and
created a situation in which two per-
sons who were suspected as secession-
ists were permitted to escape? Can you
imagine that in a remote triba] area,
thousands of women coming out into
the street not permitting the allged
secessionists to be arrested by the
Police? Thig is not possible unless
there is a strong popular backing.
There are large numbers of jail
breaking incidents in Manipur. In the
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last one, about 40—I don’t have the
exact number—oprisoners escaped It
is not possible unlesg there is some
amount of popular backing. There is
a feeling of alineation in the entire
North-Eastern region. They are try-
ing to tackle this problem from the
law and order point of view. I do

“not think that it will lead us any-

where. I am not saying that the
secessionists are not to be arrested, if
they are secessionists, Now, what
stepg are you really taking in order to
satisfy th, long-standing grievances
of the perople? People feel alineated.
Yoy have set up 3 Committee of the
Ministerg ‘for' the North Eastern Re-
gion. You are saying that because of
the difficult situation, that Committee
of Ministers could not take effective
stepg in Assam, but what about Mani-
pur? Now, what steps have you taken
for the economic development of that
region? What are you doing to gee
that the employment position is eased
in that region? What stepg are you
taking to see that the feeling of psy-
chologica] alineation that is growing
in' thig region is removed-and they
fee] that the rest of the country is
also emotionally involved with them.
Integration cannot be a only one way
thing or process. It ig ng us, giving
homilies that the people of the region
should be integrated with the rest of
the country. Unless you show that
there is sincerity on the part of the
Government and the rest of the coun-
try. The people of this region are
feeling neglected and wounded. What
stepy are you taking t; see that the
wound is healed? Unless very positive
stepg are taken in thiy direction, the
very integrity of that region ig under
threat. Mr Laskar himself comes
from that region, from a nearhby area
of Manipur. He must he knowing
about this feeling. I woulg liks the
hon. Minister to take note of the gen-
timents and do something so that this
feeling of isolation, which is growing
in that region iy removed. Steps
mugt be taken to see that the position
is easeq in that region.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
There is no difference of opinion with
my best friend, Mr. Goswami, when he
says that he is concerneq about what
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d4s happening .in- the. North-Eastern
Ragion. 8ir, ] also ghare the concern
angd the anxiety,shown by him. .About
the .incidenty of wvjolence indulged in
by some extremistg elements, I must
#ay that some misguided people have
created problems in -that area. - I can
asgure my friend that-.the Govern-
ment-is taking every possible step, to
sep that,the -gituation jg eased. We
are.gonfident that the extremisty acti-
vitiey thatiare going on there wil] be
&Lrushed. By and large the law and
order situation in Manipur iy under
captrol. But in an area where extre-
mjstg are operative, some sporadic in-
cidenty. do take place. - This ig what
N1ag, happened on the 19th. 1 can as-
Sire my hon. friends.in thiz' House
again that the Government of India
is taking all possibl, steps to curb
thewe activities. . The Army, in their
pperationg against the extremist ele-
mgnty in Manipur, ig getting full help
from. the Government as well ag from
the pyblic. My hoen. Iriend was men-
tioping about a group of ladieg who
came, out info the street objecting to

the, activities of the Army theve.
There may be one or two incidents
hke this -

It iy our information that the entire
population supporty the Army. They
also want peace and tranquility in
this area. They also want gevelop-
ment. The question has been put to
me as to what we are dping in the
north-eastern region so that the de-
velopment processes go gn there. It
should pe clear to all ot us that unless
neaca iz there, unless peace is main-
tained there, iy is very difficult to go
ahead with the development activities
in.the area, particularly when the
hostily elements are there. We have
sanctioned some projects there. But
paople cannot go there.  They are
looted. In such a gituation how can
development process go on? These
are the difficulties. 1 can tell the hon.
Member what gpecific stepg we. are
taking for the benefit of this area,

" Tti; forth-caitern region 13 recelv-
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ing specml attention in. mafters af de-
velopment. - I may, mention thap in
the sixth Plan  the outlay of. five
States ad, 2 Union- Territories in oiais
region agglegates fo Rs. 2,400 ornees
approximately. - The per capita oum
for North-eastery region ig-Rs 430
ag compared to Rs,.872 in, thesqther
Stateg and Unipn Territovies., Thigsis
ong fact I want tq emphazise -AB
Moreover Central assistapce in.thp
cage of north-eastern region is.well
over 80 per cent of the total outiay
while in other States ang Union Ter-
ritories it ig only 29.per cent. The
per capita Central assistancg in the
case of north-eastern. regiom.s:ds
Rs. 1,205 while in.the case of affwer
States and_Union Territorieg it is ardy
Rs. 257/-. These figures. definitely indi-
cate the concerp.of the Central Gav-
ernment for development of this
backward north-eastern region,

.f- ry "45 P 2% \‘.‘I" f
Addxtmnally, thene is a sep&nte

Council for the north-easter, region,
namely, tiie North-Eastern Council
Dyring the Sixth Plan period a prer
vision ot Rs. 340/-crores hag. been
made for that Council. The develop-
meny projects planned and implement-
ed by the North Eastern Council have
started giving results. So, we are
doing all these and my friend alsc
knowsg it very well. Moreover, at the
instance of the Prime Minister a Com-
mittee of Miuasters has also heen
constituteg for speeding up the eco-
nomic development of the region .

I can just list out the developments
which have taken place ag a resuli of
dloser reviiew of their activitieq. A
third-leve! airline hag started opzra-
tion there Expangion of broad gauge
line from Bongaigaon to Gauhati is
being undertaken and it is expected
to be completed by the end of the
current year. Then, construction of
six rallway lines in the north-eastern
reglon iy also going fast. Over _ and
above, comstruction of broad gauge
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Bne from Gauhati “to” Dibrugarh is
being undertaken. At present ‘it is
4mly, upto Gauhati. An estimate eost
of Rs. 100 crores hag been approved
fay the purpose and included in the
Vadget for 1981-82. The Jocatiom
engineering and  traffic survey is in
progress. Thig will be availably to-us
#dhortly. A suggestion hag been- gwen
fo extend the B.G. line...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr.
Ladthr, it ‘will be better if you lay
£ ¢0by of it on the Table of the House.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:

Théze are the various steps . . . (In-
téfruption)
‘MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You

ar¢ asking for the information and
ne 15 reading the whole thing,

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
One more point. The Government, as
a Mmatter’ of palicy, has been giving
special attention to development of
tri{ba] areas.

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI: Sir, I
saig that there is a strong feeling of
alienation among the people there and
alse, the security staff iz misbehaving
with people of that region including
women.. There iy a very strong com
plaint among the people - there like
thls and that wag why many women

ecame oul into -the open, (Interrup-
tions) o
SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA
(Karnataka) : The administration

shtuld make that areq a family-station
ates. I ‘have been asking for this
foF a long time. (Interruptions)

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI: I do not
want to create any misunderstanding.
But this sort of complaint is there.

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA:
Yes, yes. They should make it a
famlly station,

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:

There may be such incidents, one or
two. e

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA: 1

havé been asking for makmg it a
A8r 63 . Mg PDY [T N T
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famlly station for a very long time.
(Interruptions)

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
Whenever such complaintg are there,
we” take note af them and we take
action, By and- large, the -pedple- i
general are appreciating the action
taken by tlve army people there. *°

St aAn@ (WsT I W) © AP,
A 3§ wan Oh darA} P Fard
[0 AMgar § ARG Q17 AT A
I # AT F) W FT W@ J|
%8 THIT A geArHi H oed o9
A 3 AT TATA AT FHAMA AR
2% 81 NoTAo To & vfwefasie
¥ I AR WIF AT W FHAAQ
art 07 @1 Q& fegfy A & aradly
wd) agw § g JTATT ATg@r §
fy ¥ FF1< ¥ WX AT KA qarA}
F HET AT § aM wRA @
W@ AFIT D QAFATAIY) 9T AT aw
femd favears f&g a7 § 7 ar
AN ST H 3¢ ata ¢ fa R/
gaz fa33 78 agx Frf v Y 7P
#roag AN A & s afrgr A
naeear F) gfedn i 3 fag 7o fadm)
T oTToTo AY TYHATAIF AcAT R
®7 F aglt 7 @A § M7 WA Wy
g Fe 72 37 A1y wray ¥y
I F g qt § s, XY g
A grfaeara A al @ s <F
asy w¥w AN fagre & mrfeatd
Fga &A@ ¥ N O qowarard
gAY gRT TH WY A Hhr A
W g1 o feafa § & aream
wdl ATy B TZ ATAAT ATEAT §
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1 mwarr@ 7 & A we
gata 3% ¥ fag nw ax  fad
a0} & mm?aru‘r a7 § faad fo &
e faddf a@ med swaafgat 2
BT aF 7
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SHRI NJHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
Sir, the first thing he wants {o know
is whether’ 'the so extremist people
have some connectipp, with some fore-
ign agencies which may be helping
them. The Government is aware of the
unhealthy trends. $ me foreign agen-
cies of some countries have been
helping these exiremist people and
we are aware of this fact and we are
also taking action to see how thig can
be curbed. We are also taking steps to
strengthen the infelligence set-up. co
that the situation can be kept under
constant control. Besides this, Sir,
my friend has asked about the num-
ber of people who have been captured
and all that. Till September 19¢0,
337 extremists have beep arrested,
130 have surrendered and 40 have
been killed in encounters, Moreover,
we have arrested and taken into cus-
today severa]l of the extremist leaders
and other people and because of the
action taken by the army people there,
the morale of the extremists, ihe ex-
tremists people there has completely
gone down now.

4
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SHRI NARASINGHA PRASAD
NANDA (Qrissa): Sir, everyone is

deeply concerned about the situation’
in the North-Easiern region, Tms is
not a new phenomenon, We have
beep, noticing this phenomenon right
from the ‘fifties’ Some people there,
a section of them do not reconcile,
themselves to the idea of Indian
nationhood, of India as one nation
and of India as one couniry and
therefore this sort of thing is going
on in that region in one form or the
other. I am not going into the history
of the entire development there be-
cause I have hardly .any time flo

do that. But I will certainly sub-
mit that the kind of situation
that now prevails there in the

north-eastern region reduires deft
handling because, Sir, in ihis region
we have the problem of the so-called .
People’s Liberation Army, We have_
been getting people who are trained,
outside the country tn create situa- .
tiong of des'abilisation. There are

other countrieg with whom we are

trying to establish friendly relations.
Some 111k was going on with the Mizo
leaders, but unfortunately that broke
down. The whole region is full of
tension, It is very difficult to lead
a normal life there. I spoke azbout
deft handling because in the tribal
areas—Mr. Laskar will agree with me
because he bLelongg to that region.
itself—unfor “nately, the tribals have
a feeling that the Army peoble are
behaving like occupation forces. This
feeling must be remaved, Why should
there b2 such fezling? I, it boliuse
the tribal women complain? These
things are there. These should

change. If you visit that region you
will see that these things are there.
We have to face these hard facts, Our
Army should behave there not as
occupation forces but as meant for
maintaining peace and trying to locate
those people who are
this kind of activity and book them;

I have no objection. Therefore, Sir. -
I have said that the situation reguires

indulging in
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deft handling and we do less mani-
pulative poutics in the north-eastern
region. The less, the better. Sir, I
would put two questions with regard
to thig region, Thig occurrence has
taken place. It is very unfortunate.
We have lost 21 Army jawans, includ-
ing one civilian. This ig not the only
incident,_ The situation is such that
many more incidents might take place
unless (he combing operationg succeed
in wiping out the entire people who
are indulging in this kind of things, 1
would put two specific questions. I
would like to know from the hon.
Minister whether the number of the
so-called secessionists ig on the in-
crease or they have decreased, What
is the estimaie of the Government on
this score? And the secend question
is whethier violence ip this region is

on the increase or it is opn the
decrease. And, Sir. I would like to
request the hon, Home Minister,

Gianiji, tg see that the impression that
is going round in that region about
our Army jawang and their approach
and attitude as occupation forces is re-
moved and op the other hand to see
that they are locoked upon as friends.
I must clarify one thing first. He
-has said about our paramilitary forceg
there. These paramilitary forces are
working in a very difficult terrain and
under very difficult conditions. We
must realise this point before we
criticise them. There may be some
incidents, We do take action when-
ever there is a report about such in-
cidents. According to my reports,
peavle are now welcoming the para-
military forces because at least they
are helping in maintaining peace in
that area. It is not a good thing just
to criticise those people who are
working under such difficult circum-
stances. His question was whether
violence was increasing, All attempts
are being made to see fthat the
violence there is curbed. It is declin-
ing. Thig iz our information. We have
taken into custody 5 number of peo-
ple,

SHRI JASWANT SINGH (Rajas-
than). Mr Deputy Chairman, Sir, I
would like to bring out one inexacti-
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tude in the statement of the Minister.
An Army Regiment normally means
a regiment comprising three unitg or
batailions. It cap either be a unit or
a batallion, If the Ministry of Home
Affairg mentions an army regiment in
the statement, they are starting with
a Mistake.

We are talking about India’s for-
gottey, frontier. 1 will not go into
Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal or
Tripura. I wil] corfine myself ta
manipur, I have also limited time.
The problem of Manipur is that of
political corruption, of financiazl cor-
ruption, of an absence of integrity, of
unemployment and finally of a total
absence of law and order. Ag far as
poiitical corruption is concerned, I
will read out a quotation from

the (yovernor’g letter. It will not take
more than a minute;

“Manipur was undey President’s
rule for two and a half years before
it became a State in January, 3972
In March 1972, -the State had to be
put under the President’s rule once
again, Fresh elections were held in
1974 and a Ministry assumed office
on 4th March. During the period
4th March, 1974, to 14th November,
1979, there were 5 Ministries ag a
result of shifting loyalties and a
large number of Members as many
as 35 Members out of a total of 60,
held ministeria] offices at one time
oy the othepy and severa] of them
Were members of two or more
Ministries. Out of 50 Members, 15
defected once 27 twice 11 three
times and 3 had the dubious dis-
tinction of defecting four times.”

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
What iy the relevance of this?

SHRI JASWANT SINGH. The re-
levance is the political corruption,
The Ministry, there is a congress (I)
Minjstry, You have created political
corrup’ion, economic corruption,
financial corruption. That ig the re-
levance. You have had the scandat
or a rapeseed. You have had the
scanda] about bamboo. TFigures have.
been quoted here by the Minister.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN Please
dony widen the scope because 1t s
2 bigger questioen.

“SHRI NTHAR RANJAN LASKAR
We want noticé for this thm’g »

S}mt JASWANT SINGH:" You
-want fiotice about this thing, Your
party’s Chief Minister has created

palitical corruption.

' MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: G, to
the next point.

" SHRI JASWANT SINGH: You
want to support the Government

MR DEPUTY CHAIRMAN I want
% support the House. You need not
discuss the whole politics of Manipur.

SHRIMATI PURABI MUKHO-
TPADHYAY (West Bengal): Manipur
is very much connected with what is
happéning there.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN It is
Just one incident.

SHRIMATI PURABI MUKHOPA-
DHYAY: It is just one incident.
Everyday people are being kllled by
‘the Army. <

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You
can refer- to other matters. Please
don’t dilate on that,

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: You
want me to go by the way. - I would
not go directly: 1 will go in a round
about way:

‘8ir, ther, is a total absence of law
and-order I do not know if Gianiji
will do me the courtesy of replying or
he& 'will ask one of his twg deputies
to give the amswers. 1 would Ye-
quest him to answer g5 to how many
killingg have been there in the year
1978, killingg of the gecurity personnel,
how many in 1979, in 1980, in 1981,
and- ir the first two months of the
cirrent year. The hon, Minister said
that there ig an improvement, we are
killing fnaurgents, and we are cont-
rolling” the insurgency. The fighures
will gpeak for thermselves. Would he
give the figures for the last fouk“
yoark, -girrting from (1978715 it cor

e b
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rect, Sir, that in n'ine tenths of Mani-
pur which are the Hills, inhabit
about  one-tenth of *‘he population
and in one-tenth of Manipur which is
the valley inhabit nine-tenthg of the
population? Is it correct that those
who réside in the valley cannot pur-
chase land in the hills whereas those
that reside in the hills cap purchase
in the valley? Woulgd the Minister
answer that? Secondly, the Mjnister
said that we are controlling insur-
gency "How many insurgent groups
aré there? Who are they led by?
I would like you, Sir, as you protect-
ed the Government, to please protect
me when it comes to answering these
questions, Please ‘ensure..:; - »

- -

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN. 1 am
not protecting the Government: T
am...

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: How-
ever, please ~ensure they answer
these questions. How many inSur-
gent groups are there? How many
civil servants have been posted te
Manipur and have lived or worked in
Manipur for more than three years?
It is my belief that one of the major
causes of corruption in the public
life of Manipur is the retention"of
civil servants in that Stata-for longer
than three years. It is no use giving
the kind of figures that are fiven
here—per capita Central Assistgm‘cé,
eté, because that assistance ig misus-
ed. How many missing persony are
there in Manjpur? Did o: didn't the
hon. Ministey of Home recefve ‘2
letter from me la<t vear reporting
about a missing person whose mother
had representéd tn m. that he wad
taken away bv the ceeurity 'forces,
and having heard nnthing from her
gon asking whether there’ “fa’ any
trace of him or whether he haqd been

Killed or he is in 1ail® Te ft not a
faet that that letter titl today re-
maing unanswéred? Than, what s
the current fizure of unemplovment?
The hon. Minister said that they have
done so much about development.
What i< the current fieure of unem-
plovment" And is it a lact that
unlike the rest of the country there
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is o unemployment insurance
scheme in Manipur? The Loktak pro-
ject which is the major irrigation
project was supposed to have been
completed in the year 1075. We are
in 1932. There is an  overlap of
about seven years. We have not
completed it yet, When is the Lok-
tak project likely to be completed
by?

Finally, I woulg like to lend
weight to what my friend, Mr. Dinesh
Goswami said here, and I will con-
clude with that. The absence of
Members on the Treasury Benches is
indicative of the importance that is
lent to the North-East region.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: On
this side also, there are not many
Members.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Why
don’t you let them interrupt me. I
am having 3 running commenlary on
what I am saying from the Chair
which is an incredible thing.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That
is not necessary for this matter. That
is why...

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Sir, this is
-an indication of how much importance
i given by the Government to the
question of North-Fast, It is not g
question of Imphal integrating with
Delhi. May I submit to the Govern-
ment and to the hon. Minister that
it will be more worthwhile as far as
the North-East is cotcerneq for
Delhi to integrate with Imphal?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
Sir, the hon. Member has askeg for
several figures. ] have made a hote
of them. So far as the question of
unemployed youth are concerned, it
is not relevant to this case. I think
i# he puts a separate questioh detail-
ing all the information that he wants
to know, we will be able to give the
answer,

SHRI JASWANT SINGH; Sir, here
we have a Calling Atteéntion malter
before us...

- MR, DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Give
the figures. .-
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SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
Sir, first of all he hag askeg how
many extremist groups are working
in Manipur. That is the first ques-
tion that he put to me. According
to our information, in Manipur there
are three groups which are operating.
Meithis in the valley and Mizo and
Naga insurgents. These are the
three groups which are operating in
Mahipur area.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Sir, I
am not being contentious. Byt thera
is a letter from the former Governor
here which says that there are four
groups, Please be gure what you
say about the groupg of insurgents.
According to the information given
in the former Governor'y letter there
are four groups.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
You are right and T am also correct
because Meithis have two groupg and
then there are Nagas and Mizos. If
you take the first two together then
there are three, otherwise there are
four.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH:
speak near the microphone.

SHR] NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
T™a the Meithis group there are two
factions of extremists and then there
are Mizos and Nagas. They are there
in Manipur. If you take the total,
then there are four groups.

Please

So far as the problem of unémploy-
ed youth is cohcerned, we have taken
up a large number of projects recen-
tly whereunder unemployed youth
have been trained up for employment.
The latest figures I will give you. I
think these are Mot with me a¢ the
moment, But I know for certain that
a number of unemployed youth have
been given tratnhing. This Is, Sir, our
Government’s approach, which has
beep a co-ordinated one, firstly i see
that we deal firmly with the extremist
elements there, ahd secondly to eee
that the development efforts are ade-
lerateq and their benefits reach the

<y
>
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people. So, we are taklng all possi-
ble steps in thig direction to control
the extremists on the one hand. I
have already enunciated in my earlier
answer what stepg we have taken to
see that the fruits of development
reach the people.

SHR] JASWANT SINGH: SIr, he
has not answered my questioh. May
I seek your protection. He has %hot
given the figures of persong arrested
and killed,

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:

How many times have I fo give these
figures?
- SHR] JASWANT SINGH: I want to
know how many have been killed in
1978, 1979, 1980, 1981 and in the
current year. Then I have spokeh
ghout my letter. I have slso asked
questions about missing personnel
and civil servants who have spent
more thap three years.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
These figures are not with me. I will
supply the information,

SHR] JASWANT SINGH: This is
Calling Attention notice about Mani-
pur.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr.
Laskar, if you do not have the figures,
please supply them,

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Not
supply.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He
will lay them on the Table of the
House. If he dgeg not have the
figures right now, what can he do?

=Y @Yo megtiTaw  IF  (wiw
waor) :  Fugsafr o, 3g A
AT aTEIAT FY gt gf & "7 gER
W) SEY gQ &, A8 TET & HERIAArH
arar &1 QR Ag-ERA  Jaw oo
wfrge & grme 1 d@Y F  aT¢ oA
arAw 2T ¢ f ag A fad TEsew
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wT gt wimde & afer arv 9§
TNF 7 Sf T W oot § OF frar oY
FoeT &, FAHfAAE § 1 N wEAT 7
WY g gL BT §, IAY uay FAqT
g fF garey & amare % A grer ot
QIWAT F FIFIT ) QHT WA &
R SAIG ST 9L S4H FIT ararrq Tt
Sy § o

M AN AT waqr g fF oag
Fafeforde  Saar "k o=t §
RN wE g 1ag «frfeafy wa =&
¥ #af 437 g, TF ik § qOaw
a Ff @A A Fasag & oar wdf 4
IR IqF AT ¥ qr@dr 1 ;R

Us g § AT WA § ...
thousands of women blocked 12 fully-
armed security vehicles jn the greater
Imphal area ang attempted to snatch
from them twg youthg arrested by the
s.ezcu.rity forces.

1, pm.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That
Point has already been covared.

st dto waEmwww G ¥
gena Iq zE # dar gw £
gt A&t afes wgr ¥ @ faendt
g 37 q€ A § e fFar aan
W7 gIae o 7 I § 1 oag dww
foquars sq z0d ¥ g0 @ ¥
gieTe agi 9370 gq ? ¥ gred qar
g w1 War Fat fagr war, ga8
FRH T WET F @ F
Fforr &1 ar =11 gAF gry-TTg
TAAT AIEA R WA g F AN
B # ag sa17 faar f5 Q¥ TR
%, grerer miv wfrge ofeqr #,
M ogeE wiEy fagowa e @
@Y & ATIag INE 8 @ §
M F FFad ¥ OB TR
g1 o=ugr w1 e wige g fa AN,
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AT w2 § A FvEw W
g ¥ oFr WaRy 7 7T §,
QT TE¥T 7 FAN 79 F fel ?

IqE Hig-gTy , g AP g
O gay & wawrel § @@y €
fe Imfagra & gy & W
Tadr YT § A9 A A
g 1aEx A gt Fead fay 1 ogm
@ H oagr &7 D qar wmSm g,
A% @ st gd ¥fsw w1
aarar =gt fagem, for Sy
e M &) P IR 7@ -
faor % 0 3 v@Y ..., (=wa
wrooEEr) . L. ¥ geEe AT
ar faarr s g g €
B udr N fga o2x , amTW A
wezie faar &, o Fw ¢ &
ITF HWATATZAWA A QAT fwar

g f& famivw oF  3fegse
@ E..... :

=t Iaawrgfd ag fswie
oaAT g o

s o wemArImwW I[P : A,
T fe=fedr § & aqife <od=w
1 7AAT &, SFEM W & 3fe-
T8z e HifgT frmar & 1+ 3
F grr K ow¥ SrHAT HE
f& #r avE™ FT A ZW AW
fearar w1 AW we femr war
& T AIFTT FAY  Fralq FOAT
grgdt & =Y wIFV INF Te-
¥z #) fHg s &g @ g
A | .

& gvare 7 38 A @A =g
~-Tg Tt AT § —IgH
¥ & @i Fasie @ § W
ar 97 1 W F, @ R|WT gAHT
fewnev wfge ar  md R
sq & vl = ®H &
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1 A afafafydi N Q@ *
fad @ =1 g wv @

g 7’

Td! ¥ qlg-qrg & @& arg ¥ AR
¥ St st Wt st Sm@ar g
fF ¥ Taoiveew, @9 @1 s frad
T NFT7 § Tl 977 F g
F @i g9y §? @1 3w faw-
fer # o5 zEl ¥ @ f
F AR FW F R E a1 &Y, |
X # A qmd @ A =nfgd o

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
I can only assure my hon. friend and
also this House that there will be no
let-up in the drive against the extre-
mists operating in those areas, Gov-
ernment is takMig every step so that
these extremist activities in the north-
east region are curbeq as early as
possible and that is why our army
and para-military  personnel are
working there under extremely
difficul; conditions. We must realise
this and try to help them and not
blame them in the manner some of
our friends are gpeaking.

Then the hon. Member asked about
the base of these extremist groups, -
whether they have their base in this
country or in some outside country.
We have some information; as you
know some oOther coumtries nearby
are showing some interest in this
regard. :

SHRI B.  SATYANARAYAN
REDDY: Which are those countries,

_SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
1 think many of you know it
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REDDY: But you have to inform this
House which are those countries?

SHR] NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
- We have some information that ihere
are areag like Chitagong and other
areas and also we have caught
ammunition with markingg of some
other countries. We are taking pre-
cautions, - - N
st geamfa : ¥z @ A
I F Araw A AT 0
SHRI B. SATYANARAYAN
REDDY: Have you taken up  this
. matter with those countries?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
Yes, for instahce, our friendly neigh-
bouring country Burma ig givieg all
help to us.

sft fox =7 A1 @ wiEmaAR, =[ig
7ArgT g, aTmET @, fasiwr @),
qrY Ardgeed UI7 7 O gEdmw
N g agr g1 a3 A fa.
faara &1 I ®r w9 N FEtEa
"9 FrA adl w7 wwq g oafe
SRaT A OHAA AT Ad A7 E
ag @ 3F & fr aAge & A%
fafzzr Wt & oA S fow
fagre & & wsega agr ...,

=51 Iq-aqigfa Oy agTed
s, wmywr w3 wiko

st faa =AW #,
ara-qreforass &1, W1 FyF H,
T & 3T &, Fruraiwa ® 9§
& own w4 s §r fev
H3AS T | FZAT A grr, qIrAT
ghgra 1 awa 3 g% § aamar
ST A MG FTAa HIAY FAar
agl wATr 1 g & al@wr AT
wifgd, wfa a1 1 wmfa
afefaat w3 & ¥Yaw § aagw
CFATEY | Ay Arvaw A @
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gar g€ 1 wad gara W gu |y
ag =t gew Aagl AT wifgy
MG AGAT FAIR FT AN (-
Iga #1A & |r g wifra Rar ar
3% I33Y, A Faw § afwlhat
FATIX | ATASEifTaw  q3ar ¢,
faa¥ fadY &m WY 0T 1 AT
WA HAT qF FA1F | gAxT fanr-
T AT FTAT @A AT
afg ag ww wehw B = wig
FAMQIWA ALT A ATAT E J1 AT
§ fearfadan ®Y gz @ + & A
wagal f& 4 & w@ndE 3@
3 fay qurT adt & 1 FER AT
na@g g fF Mma *1 Ha-wgm
X AR AT IIAR FATR HIFTT
Y al% § Agr AT T 1 qr MM
mfta 391 TEA F&T 1 AfT AT
a Fat aw agt a Ffaf=amad
aedl g fauzd & fak 7 gaw
gard , s faws w3 3ER
et F1 {5 F% frar fr 539 w79
WY gF FT W@ § I A mWT
w® & wfwA ag AT Qar gATEr
g —— wig gAge g, fadiw &
a1 ANMHE G — Y doz H [A
e ®Y Afa war aFq §)
agt @A TR B3 T A¥®Q@ R
Hi%a % AYTIATHR] & 41 €977 A #Y
31 ZATRI H
®7 TmARHT F Afq qIwT
FATX | TR WY F 19ET 241
dt=ar =gt § f& wavarw afuafa
FdT o, s g fsde frar
fasedly ¥ —- dfea wargr «m=
W|BE A ¥ — f5 T8 FArEl F
AT §F CrArEe &1 difg
FATd | A"l In FT WA &Y
AFAT ¥ 1 HT URATHE FY Afa
HaM H oyt Far feava @ W@
g ? draxr marg @ 1 fadfwai 3
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Wt gra 8, fefaw 3a Zqee ared,
a7 A e g aw  famadg
3 ' W 13RP0 fAwA ww FaAr
g, sar zfagre ®ogm R9E
frora & atg 9T @, € 99 #
ATA T &1, IA%Y ;AT H 99 3w §
g 398 gue@m T g 1 Ca
g & fadre € weA Frdardy
N 2?7 foad & ® oFer @7
Frar @ arfgdr gars | #EwA
Y gra 3FEA IS | FwA FEEg
A g arwrd fw wrow g —
Tad fof @1 ag AT GAmAA
£ ad ara adt B W # oW
nHEET & 34" sigfwad
MiAma ¥ AraAT AASAT @ATA
ANTTEE | agh S HHAT 1T
3w ®MAq ¥ «t afada £ s& @
g 1 1942 ¥ HUSYGIR |4 &
fa? qzar # as® 9T W1 TG 4)
SAmT A FATFA W A FIA gAY
s, feT wifeardy 13§ wegy WAy
€ @ MPEE @, T AFSQ
74, nFeT A%y @, S & sS4l
RTAQ &1 T2AAT M7 | @AM T&
} fab ¥l 4 Wew I W
F O3 A =S maE §
SHRI NTHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
ir, the first thing that I will answer
s about the formation of Shanti Sena
t the village level. This is really a
rery good suggestion. In fact, I
aust tell my hon. friend that our
ara-military forces  are working
nere. They are, in fact the shanti
ena people working in those areas.
nyway, we will examine your sug-

estion.
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st fox =7z |0 Wi faerax
ﬁ} % | .- =iz )
SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LLASKAR:

econdly, Sir, abouj sOme foreign
lements inside ang outside the coun-
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try taking interest in our affairs, yes,
we have the khowledge about those
people and we are taking steps, we
are not allowing many people to 80
and visit those areag and create pro-
blems for us,

About ful] employment, I have said
that we have laid specia] emphasis on
those areas so that this unemploy-
ment problem ig more or less solved
there. The basic thing is peace,
Unless peace ]s maintained how can
you go ahead with this?

st fg == AT grEAuEe
FEHT WX [ EAIEE [T, T
g % %% &
st gqawrafe
T T W

37 W qar

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
Lastly, Sir, he says thay people are
not helping, they are not giving help
to the army people. This is entirely
wrong. Maybe; some  misguided
elements are there who are creating
this sory of belief but people in
general are with us,

SHRIMATI ILA BHATTACHAR-
YA (Tripura): Sir, here I express my
deep grief at the incident which
occurred in Manipur on 19th February,
It is not only the question of killing
ahd attacking of military men, but
the extremists snatcheg away a large
number of armg and ammunition.
This is a serious matter. We should
be anxious about this. The extremists
are shatching away all kinds-0f arms
and ammunition. My question to the
hon. Minister is, that ig it not a dis-
closure of the fact that some people
who are hostile to the Goverhment,
are well armed? Otherwise, how is it
possible?

st srfar worm waFl (Wi )
o1 Y g FB Fg & F ) oW
a1 e
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:
Deputy Minister is there,

The
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REDDY: How is this conversation
going on? (Interruptions).

SHRIMATI ILA BHATTA-
CHARYA: I3 there no prior faforma-
tion apout the plan of action of the
extremists tg the Governmeny through
the State or Centra] intelligence
branch? 1 think it is due to the sheer
negligence on the pary of the intelli-
gehce branch ang weakness of the
security arrangements for which the
unfortunate military personnel Jlost
their lives, which cannot be compen-
sated at ahy cost. May I ask the hon,
Home Minister, did this incident
prove complete failure of your intelfi-
‘gence branch? So far ag I know, the
extremists are gettihg support from
a section of the people of Manipur.
What is the root of this incident?
‘What ig the cause that the people of
Manipur are discontented for a long
time? They are suffering from region-
al backwardness. I think th, Govern-
ment of India is aware that a small
State like Manipur has more than
one lBkh of unemployed men and
women. The road communication is
very insufficient. There ig no road
connection from Delhi to Imphal. The
State is ecocnomically very backward.
Poverty and unemployment have
fcreased in that State after 35 years
of Independence,  Practically the
condition of the people in the entire
Norh-Eastern zone i3z the same,
specially from the very beginning of
Independence. So all these causes
have made a section of the people of
Mahipur become frustrated =and
follow an undersirable path which
would not be able to solve the basic
problems of life. So T would like to
krnow what stepg the Government of
Tndia have taken to minimise the
frustration, that is to golve the econo-
mic problems of the »maple.

My other point iz  that political
events in a border State like Manipur
make a fertile ground for extremists’
activities. I Jnow there is a demand
for chamging the present leadership

-~ PP R
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of the Government, May I ask the
hon. Minister whether it is a fact or
not that there is a connection between
thic demand and the action of the
extremists?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
8ir, about the first point regarding
intelligence and all that and how it
happened really we are investigating
into it and getting reports as to how
it happened. I have already stated
that we are definitely taking more
steps to strengthen the intelligence
set-up ih this region. How it all
happened, we are getting reportg and
investigation is going on there.

Secondly. whethepr a gection of the
people are with the extremists yes,
definitely there are elements who are
misguided, who are definitely with the
extremist people but this ig a minor
section which is.creating this problem,
About regional backwardness. I
have already said that we have taken
steps, but onp thing the hon lady
Member also knows, because  she
comes from that area. that geographi-
cal barrier is there. Even if we wish,
we cahnot reach there. Iy some
areag we have set up some industries,
but it is impossible to take machinery
and other things there: it takes time.
Anyhow, we are taking all stepe there
to bring them mto the mainstream
and to see that development takes
place. Once these industries are get
up and development takes place, the
uhemployment problem which is
there T know, ig likely fo be solved.

About politics,” 1 need not answer.

MR. DEPUTY CHAJRMAN. Yes,
that will do. Mr. K. C. Pant.

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA
PANT (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, the Hon..
minkster saig that there were four
groups—the Mizo group, the Naga
group and the two Meitei groups—
which were stil] active in the insur-
gency '™ Manipur. Is it not a fact
that over the years the Mizo and
Naga groups have practically ceased
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this not the position now? If not,
then what is the intensity of activity
of these two groups at presehi in
Manipur?

205

Sir, the central problem just now
ig the Meitei young people—a group
of them, may be a small number—wh,,
have been described ag misguided—
rightly so—and the feeling of aliena-
tion amongst them. I  woulg also
recalli that the Valley of Ma‘nipur
Wag very much in  the freedom
struggle.  Many jail-goers are still
living there. Many people went to
British jails. Netaji also set foot in
Manipur anhd that too created a
tremendoug  national fervour in
Manjpur. And culturally, politically,
it bas been very much in the
mainstream of India. Economically
‘there have been problems, and those
Probléms are partly because of geo-
graphy. The Government i trying
to overcome them. Some factg have
been given by the Minister and those
are relevant facts. But in spite of
the specia] efforts being made, it is a
fact today that a section of the young
men are feeling so  alienated even

. culturally that they want to change
their names, You know, almost
everyone among the Meiteis calls
himself a “Singh”—Dorendra Singh,
Tompok Singh and so on angd go forth.
Noy, they want to g0 back to ctrtain
names of the pre-Vaishnavite period.
That iz the extent of the sense of
resentment which they are harbour.
ing. So quite apart from thig parti-
cular problem of ihsurgency, about
which there cannot be two opinions—
insyrgency has to be dealt with
firmly; secessionists have to be dealt
with  firmly—there iy  thig deeper
avpect of the problem as to why such
alienation could have come about in
a State which really has been in the
mainstream of Indiap life. The only
major volitical problem earlier onh
was the demang for separate State-
hood. Once that was granted, that
aspiration was satisfied. Yet, even
after thay we are having this semse
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of alienation amohigst a section ofthe
youth. I would strongly suggest that
this must be analysed. If the Gov-
ernment has already gone deeper into
thig problem, I would very much |ike
the Minister to enlighten us as to the
reasong for this alienation, for this
sense of distance, for this desire to
consciously distahce themselveg from
the rest of the country. Unlesg we
get to the root of the problem, the
Government will not be able to deal
with thig problem., I entirely agree
that law and order problems have to
be dealt with ag law and order pro-
blems. Bu if you wang to prevent
them from growing, if you want the
disease to be nipped in the bud, if
you do not want it to spread, then
you have to go into the reasons, and
the House would like §p know, the
country would like to know, the
reasons and what the Government is
going ty do about these reasons. Apart
from these, there are two or three
specific questions, I hope the Mini-
ter will answer these questions. He
is a good friend of mine and he has
personal knowledge of thig area. I
am very glad that he i dealing with
this question. I hope he answerg the
questions that 71 have askeq because
it will help the country to understand
the problems. There are some other
minor questions: One js whether the
Army alene ig dealing with the pro-
blem or the Manipur Rifleg is also
dealing with the problem. Has it
been left entirely to the Army to be
dealt with? If so, does it not create
some problems which can be avoided
if the Manipur Rifles also participate
in the law and order operations?
Secondly, is there any bproposal to
make Imphal a family station for the
army people so that the kind of pro-
blems that some Memberg have men-
tioched—thig question of ladies some-
times complaining, etc.—could be
done away with? These army men
are operating in very difficult cond}-
tions at the rigk of their lives and we
should pay a tribute to the way in
which they are functioning. But if
there are black sheep amongst them,
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they should be disciplined. At the
same time I would like to know
whethey this cah be made a family
etation. Compensation must pe paid
to the families of thos, who died. I
would like to know how much com-
pensation is paid to the families of
those army men who died in  this
particular raid and in other similar
insurgency activities Then what
are the types of armgs which they are
using? Where do these insurgents get
these arms? Whnat is the source
of these arms, sten guns and the like?
They are not manufactured in the
villages. What is the source? What
are the markings? Are they Indian
markings or foreign markings? Could
they *ave cOme from the Army?
Theg are the sets of questions for
which I would like to have answers.
Finally, 1 would like to know whether
any pockets have been formeg by the
insurgents in the neighbouring coun.
tries, He mentioned Chittagong tracts.
Those are only tribals who moved
into Tripura, as far as I know. 1
woulq like to khow whether Manipur
people, Meiteis, have already estab.
lished any kind of camps in the
country surrounding Mahipur, whe-
ther it is Bangladesh, whethey it is
China or whether it is Burma. This
is my last question,

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
I think my friehq hag made my posi-
tion very easy because he himselt was
in this position and knows the north-
eastern area very well. So I agree
with most part of his analysig of the
situation there, what he hag said
about it The extremist groups of
the Meiteis. of the Manipur Valley,
their aim iz to  liberate Manipur
through  sabotaging and armed
revolution. This ig  their notion.
They had sent some youths {o Lhasa
for training and indoctrination. The
main reasoh for this discontent is the
feeling o¢ deprivation—tha; iz what
We have analysed—of the syperior
position enjoyed by other people than
these Meitej people. Then the pro-
blem of educateq unemployment is
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also there. Moreover, this unsettled
poltical situation alsp coniributes 4
little bit to this situation, So these
are some of the reasong for the con-
duct of some of the youths there--he
wil] agree, they are misguided. But
this is not the way to achieve things.
There are various ways to achieve
this thing, There ig the 31k of
extremistg nature, Naturally it is
the duty of the Government ot India
to curb the extremists as early ag
possible. We are taking all steps.

Regarding family stations, whether
this area is declared as a family
station or not, thig particular infor-
matiop is not with me. I ghall collect

it and supply to my friend  Aboul
pockets I have already said...
SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA

PANT: Compensation.

SHR! NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
Regarding compensation there are
established rules. We cannot forget
the sacrifices made by these peOple
who djed in action. Sufficient provi-
sions are there. Thesy detailg are not
with me just now. But I know we
will take sufficient care of these
people. those whg die in action. Im
thig regard there should not be any
apprehension, We are takitig full care
of them. W, have our knowledge,
yes. in Bangladesh area some pockets
are there. Some of these are extre-
mist activity shelters. About markings
on ammunition, some of these mark-
ings we have seen; we have been
markings of Chinese may be, these
are older ammunition, but we have
seen them. Tt shows that some fore-
ign element are helping them...

SHRT KRISHNA CHANDRA
PANT: When did they go to Lhasa?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
This information we should not dis-
close.

REFERENCE TO THE REPORTED
STUDY BY THE BRITISH §HIGH
COMMISSION IN INDIA ABOUT
CORRUPTION IN INDIA
MR. DEPUTY: CHAIRMAN: Now
we go to soecia] mention, Mr, Shiva
Chandra Jha.



