57 Written Answers

Economy Watches

+80. SHRI M. R. APPAROW: Will the
Minister of INDUSTRY be pleased to
state:

(a) -whether there is a proposal under
Government's consideration to
manufacture an economy watch in H.M.T.
factory;

(b) if so, whether it is a fact that the
said watch would cost Rs. 100 as against
the cost of present low priced watch which
costs Rs. 140;

() whether it is a fact that the
life span of these economy watches
is only five years; and

Cd) if so, what are the reasons therefor
and whether it is not a substandard
watch?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND
STEEL AND MINES (SHRI NARAYAN
DATT TIWARI); (a) to (d) HMT i
already producing watches in the lower
price range with ex-factory price of Rs.
155. HMT have also taken up
development of a cheaper watch the cost
and life span of which would be
determined after The development has been
completed.
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Verification, of antecedents of applicants
for Government Service

405. SHRIMATI KANAK MUKH-
ERJEE: Will the Minister of HOME
AFFAIRS be pleased to state;

(a) whether Government have
withdrawn its circular directing special
verification  through LB. of the
antecedents of the applicants for Central
Government services belonging to the
States of West Bengal, Tripura and
Kerala;

(b) if not, what are the reasons
therefor;

(c) whether it is a fact that the Chief
Ministers of the concerned States had
protested (against this discriminatory
attitude of the Centre towards their States
in this regard; and

(d) if so, what is the reaction of the
Government in the matter?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS AND
DEPARTMENT OF PARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI P. VEN-
KATASUBBAIAH): (a) to (d) No, Sir.
It is for the  Government!  to satisfy
themselves about the suitability of the
persons in all respects to be appointed  to
Government service. The Government,
therefore, gets the character and antecedents
of the candidates verified through any of
the available agencies as it may consider fit
Wherever the Government may feel thaft an
independent verification is required, it would
be open for the Government to get such
verification also done. The Central
Government ! has received some
communications



