Written Answers

Use of Natural Uranium from
Jaduguda

2917. SHRI SHIVA CHANDRA JHA;
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
natural uranium from Jaduguda  (in
Singhbhum district) in Bihar is used
in the atomic plants of India;

(b) if so, what are the details thereof;

(c) whether Government propose to
set up an Atomic Power Plant at
Jaduguda and use the natural uranium
there; if so, what are the details thereof;
and

(d) if not, what are the reasons
therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENTS OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY, ELECTRONICS AND
ENVIRONMENT (SHRI CHANDRA
PRATAP NARAIN SINGH); (a) and (b).
The Uranium Corporation of India Ltd., a
public  sector undertaking of the
Department of Atomic Energy is engaged
in the mining of uranium are at Jaduguda,
Singhbhum District,, Bihari. The ore is
processed into uranium concentrate and is
used in the fabrication of fuel ' required
for the pressurised heavy water reactors in
operation/construction in the country.

(c) and (d). As, for an atomic power
station the transportation of the ore or the
uranium concentrates is not a limiting
factor, there is no particular advantage in
locating an atomic power station close to
the source of uranium. Further more,
power from an atomic power station is
competitive Vis-a, Vis a coal-fired thermal
power station only at a distance of more
than 700 Kms. from the pit-head.
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