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in the State has submitted its report; and 

(b) if so, what are the details of the report 
and what are the details of Central assistance 
given to the State of Karnataka? 

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL 
TURE AND RURAL RECONSTRUC 
TION AND IRRIGATION AND CIVIL 
SUPPLIES (RAO BIRENDRA 
SINGH); (a) The Government of Karnataka 
sent the Memorandum very recently. A 
Central team will be deputed shortly to make 
an on-the-spot assessment of the damage by 
floods and the Central assistance re-quired to  
meet  the  situation. 

(b) Does not arise. 

"Palace   on  Wheels" 

*49. SHRI      SYED      SHAHABUDDIN: 
SHRI       JAGDISH       PRASAD 
MATHUR: 

Will tho Minister of RAILWAYS be  
pleased  to  state: 

(a) The expenditure incurred or proposed 
to be incurred on the publicity in foreign 
countries and renovation of the old carriages 
to form the so-called 'Palace on Wheels'; 

(b) the routes decided for the run of the 
'Palace on Wheels' and the periodicity  of the  
runs; 

(c) the estimated net income from the 
project per month; and 

(d) the date of commencement of this 
service? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRIES OF RAILWAYS, EDU-
CATION AND SOCIAL WELFARE AND 
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI 
MALLIKARJUN); (a) to (d) The pilot project 
of "Palace on Wheels" is primarily a rail 
package for development of tourism in 
Rajasthan and is proposed to be launched in 
coordination with Rajasthan Government. 

No expenditure has been incurred on 
publicity in foreign countries so far. A 
decision regarding the quantum of 
expenditure on publicity and promotion of 
this project is expected to be taken shortly in 
consultation with the Department of Tourism 
of the Govt. of India. The expenditure in 
renovation of carriages is estimated to be 
about Rs. 63.11 lakhs. 

Two itineraries have been tentatively 
proposed in the pilot project, one of seven 
days' duration and the other of two days' 
duration. The first itinerary will cover Delhi-
Jaipur- Udaipur. Jodhpur  Jaisalmer-
Bharatpur-Agra-Delhi and the second 
itinerary will cover Delhi-Jaipur-Agra-Delhi. 

The total charges, inclusive of railway fares 
and services rendered by the Rajasthan 
Tourism Development Corporation, like 
catering, sight-seeing tours, etc., for 
chartering the entire train for 124 tourists will 
be Rs. 9.95 lakhs per trip in respect of first 
itinerary and Rs. 3.16 lakhs in respect of 
second itinerary. Subject to the offering of 
traffic for the proposed itineraries the 
earnings potential per month works out at Rs. 
32.54 lakhs, including Rs. 17.67 lakhs for rail 
fares. 

The train is proposed to be introduced on a 
promotional basis from 26th January, 1982. 
The regular service is likely to commence 
some time in August,   1982. 

Shifting  of  Mail Express   trains from 
platforms l to 5 to platforms 6-7  in New 

Delhi Railway Station. 

*50. SHRI YOGENDRA SHARMA: Will 
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that platforms 1 to 5 
at New Delhi Railway Station always remain 
busy and are unable to meet the rush of 
number of trains; 
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(b) whether it is also a fact that during the 
24 hours only three Express trains start from 
Platform Nos. 6-7; and 

(c) if so, waht are the reasons for not 
shifting some of Mail/Express trains to the 
new Platforms No. 6-7 in order to mitigate 
the difficulties faced  by travelling  public? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRIES OF RAILWAYS, 
EDUCATION AND SOCIAL WELFARE 
AND IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI 
MALLIKARJUN); (a) Yes-Sir, 84 trains are 
dealt with daily at platforms No. 1 to 5. 

(b) During 24 hours, a total of 15 trains 
including 10 Mails and Express trains are 
dealt with at Platforms No. 6 and 7 as a 
regular measure. 

(c) In view of operational difficulties due 
to the layout of the new platforms lines vis-a-
vis the old repair lines for the coaching trains, 
it is not possible to deal with a larger number 
of trains on lines No. 6 and 7. 

Contract-catering in different Zonal 
Railways 

*51. SHRI  AMARPROSAD   CHAK-
RABORTY:    Will    the    Minister of-RAIL 
WAYS be pleased to state: state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that in February, 
1981, Government had decided to 
discontinue the ad-hoc system of granting 
renewals to the contractors engaged in 
contract-catering in different Zonal Railways 
and also to grant renewals to those con-
tractors for the period ranging between 3 to 5 
years; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that in July, 
1981 Government had suddenly decided to 
terminate the contracts  of all mobile units  of 
private 

catering  contractors,  which  were renewed  
in  February,   1981; 

(c) If so, what are the reasons 
therefor; 

(d) whether it is also a fact that 
various official and non-official Com 
mittees had opposed further exten 
sion of departmental catering due to 
its inefficiency and losses; 

(e) what was the extent of profits 
or losses incurred by departmental 
catering in each railway zone during 
the last three years; 

(f) what is the total number of 
employees engaged by the private catering 
contractors in each zonal railway at present;  
and 

(g) whether Government have since 
decided to employ all of them in 
departmental catering? 

THE   MINISTER   OF STATE   IN 
THE   MINISTRY     OF RAILWAYS 
(SHRI  C.  K.  JAFFAR SHARIEF): 
(a)  Yes Sir. 

(b) and (c) It was envisaged in August, 
1981 to manage departmentally all mobile 
catering units which are, at present, under 
private management. This has not been 
implemented pending a final study of 
financial and organisational implications. 
Final decision will depend on the avail-ability 
of resources consistent with the objective and 
improvement of catering  services. 

(d) No specific recommendation 
against the extension of departmen 
talisation has been made by any Com. 
mittee. In fact, differing views have 
been expressed both inside and out 
side the Houses of Parliament on this 
subject. 

(e) Profit and loss incurred by Rail 
way Departmental Catering is indi 
cated below: 


