
 
RAJYA SABHA 

Friday, the 18th August, 2006/27 Sravana, 1928 {Saka) 

The House met at eleven of the clock, 

MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair. 

FELICITATIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN, RAJYA SABHA ON HIS 
COMPLETION OF FOUR YEARS IN THE OFFICE 
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SHRI P.G. NARAYANAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, you have completed four years in 
office. Sir, you made a mark in the House by conducting the House smoothly and by 
giving equal opportunities to all Members. 
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You have protected the rights and privileges of all Members. You are the only 
Chairman who occupied the posts of Chief Ministership and Vice-Presidentship. On 
behalf of the AIADMK, I wish you a happy and long life. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you. 

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY (West Bengal): Sir, I have only risen to wish 
you all the best in the future and to thank you. Sir, I have very limited experience in 
the House. It has only been less than a year. But you have been here for four years. 
Within this one year that I have seen, your conduct has been completely above board 
on all occasions and with your immense experience, both political experience and 
handling the Assembly and the Parliament, I think, you have made a mark, not only 
as the Chairman in this House, but as an esteemed Vice-President of our country for 
Indian democracy itself. I would cherish this contribution that you have made for Indian 
democracy; and I wish you many, many years of such contribution for the sake of 
India's future. Thank you. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you. 
�
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SHRI N. JOTHI (Tamil Nadu): There is a scene in Ramayana, written by Kambar, in 
Tamil, we call it Kambar Ramayana. The scene is like this. Rama, after succeeding 
against Ravana, had his coronation along with Sita—there is no Sita here—and during the 
coronation one after the other poets and great people come and praise Rama. Here, 
Kambar says, "than namam thane kettan", which means, he listened to his own honours 
and greatness. Like that, the hon. Chairman is being praised by all of us, cutting 
across the party lines. 

Sir, I would like to know two secrets from you. One, how you look so youthful and 
cheerful? What is the secret behind it? Second, you are always calm and quiet, which I 
never have. What is the secret behind it? Please tell us this, so that I can get motivated by 
you. 

I wish you all the best. May you win many more laurels! You are a fit person to win 
many more laurels. I will be your chief campaigner, if you could come to that. 
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DR. PC. ALEXANDER (Maharashtra): Mr. Chairman, Sir, all those who spoke 
before me were representing various political parties. There are about a dozen of us 
who are 'unattached'. On behalf of these Members, I wish to join the chorus of 
compliments for you. What has impressed us all, irrespective of affiliating with 
political parties, or unattached strategy, is the manner in which you dealt with each 
person, the manner in which he deserves to be dealt with. You have been able to handle 
the irrepressible veteran parliamentarians like, Mr. V. Narayanasamy, on the one 
side, and Mr. Ahluwalia, the most experienced, veteran parliamentarian on the other 
side. And, more important than that, even when you have scolded Paniji, I have seen 
him coming to you and touching your feet with reverence. In other words, you have no 
enemies on any side of this House. We are most grateful to you because we all look up to 
you as a father figure on whom we can always depend. We the unattached Members, 
are particularly grateful to you for the chances or opportunities given to us which remind 
us that we are also Members of the House. Thank you. 
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SHRl B.J. PANDA (Orissa): Sir, in these four years you have not only 
upheld the prestige of your high office, but I have no hesitation in saying that 
you have enhanced the prestige of your office. By your conduct and you 
already came with a big reputation—you have not only earned our respect but, 
I think, more important than that, you have touched all our hearts. Sir, on 
behalf of the Biju Janata Dal Party and the people of the Orissa, I would like to 
convey our deepest regards to you and our sincere good wishes for a long and 
more successful life. Thank you. 
�
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DR. M.S. GILL (Punjab): Hon'ble Chairman, Sir, with your permission, today, I will 
speak on this subject in Punjabi. Sir, you can understand Punjabi. I hope, other Hon'ble 
Members will also be able to understand it. 

*Sir, you have completed four years in your present post. I had the privilege of first 
meeting you in the office of the late Prime Minister Moraraji Desai. You, the Chief Minister 
of Rajasthan, were there along with Sardar Prakash Singh Badal, Chief Minister of Punjab 
and Chaudhari Devi Lal Ji. All of you were stalwarts. But, you were the tallest among 
them, Sir. And you were the tallest not only in height, but in stature too. Hon'ble 
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat had a golden heart and a sharp mind. And that is more 
important. 

Now, you have completed four years presiding over this august House. I too have 
completed over two years here. But, the commendable way in which you have conducted the 
proceedings of the House, it seems as if these four years have passed in a matter of 
four minutes. Unfortunately, two years of my tenure have also passed in a matter of 
two minutes. I am concerned. 

Sir, I can see stalwarts on all sides in the House. Many a time, efforts are made to 
terrify others. Raised voices can be heard. Anger is visible. However, Sir, I have seen 
lions being reduced to rats here. Those who are intelligent, know the strength of others. 
They know that like the great strongman Bheema of yesteryears, Hon'ble Bhairon Singh 
Sekhawat is more than a match to anyone. Your work in this august House has been 
commendable 

Sir, I envy you for the remarkable way in which you conduct the proceedings of 
the House. However, I also feel sorry for you, because 

*The Speech was originally delivered in Punjabi. 
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the Hon'ble Members test you patience. I have seen the proceedings of British 
Parliament. However, your role as Bhishma Pitamah is something to be 
emulated. You have a large heart. You never lose your cool. You give equal 
opportunity to all the Hon'ble Members. You impart justice to everyone. 

Sir, today is an auspicious day. Whether you continue to guide us in this 
capacity after an year, or you touch greater heights, I convey my best wishes 
to you. May Wahe Guru bless you. Thank you. 
 

SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN (Uttar Pradesh): Sir I do not know 
whether I should speak from the experience of the previous two years or just 
one month that I have been here. Anyway, thank you for having given me this 
opportunity, which I seldom get. Sir, I have seen, in the last few years, many 
politicians, many diplomats, but never seen a person who is a politician and a 
diplomat together, except you. The people to whom you have been fair feel 
very happy, the people who are unhappy with certain opportunities that they are 
not given on the floor of the House, you fulfil that behind the doors. I think 
������W � D ��	B�����	1 ���
!��
 �3 �
� ���.,&' ��	B�� �� �
 ��8�	.������W � D ��� ��
�W ' ����
!���.,&' ��� ���W ' ����
!�8��
�
� � ��� �� �'�0�9 : �	� � �����/L � Q������3 ����

� � ��� � ��) � ��0; �&�����3 ����������� 
I� 8 but I would like to say, not 
only as Member of Parliament, but individually and personally also, that you 
have always been very kind and generous to me. As for my experience as the 
Chairperson of the Children's Film Society, when you were the Chief 
Minister of Rajasthan, I remember, how kind you were, how generous you 
were. I have also to say that you have maintained the same personal 
relationship with me, maybe, not on the floor, but, definitely, when I go and 
see you, you have always blessed me which have given me strength and 
encouragement to come back and face a lot of other difficulties. You have 
taught me not to be a defeatist and you have taught me by being present there, 
by facing a lot of antagonism and a lot of aggression, but dealing with it in a very 
calm and cool manner. That is what I have learnt from you; that is what I have 
practised; and that is what I have done. At a time when I was going through a 
bit of a difficult period, you had encouraged me, Sir, and I hope you will 
continue to encourage me. I also hope-with due respect to the ruling party-that 
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I will be given the opportunity to complete my term. I hope that you will continue to 
give me the strength that you have always given. 

I wish you all the best and we need you here. I hope with the help-and I know 
for sure for this side--and with the kind words that they are saying today, they will see 
to it that you continue with us and with the entire House for the next term as well. 
Thank you very much. Wish you all the best. 

DR. GYAN PRAKASH PILANIA (Rajasthan): Sir, I have the honour to greet 
you as a humble Rajasthani. I have served for fifty-five years with you. I wanted to 
share with this august House how you are adored as a demi-God in Rajasthan, how 
they worship you and how they remember your historic step of starting Antyodaya 
Yojana, not only in Rajasthan but also in the whole of India. It was a pioneering step, 
and they take you not as a Chief Minister or as a Uprastrapati or as a Sabhapati 
of this august House, they take you as a Vaisnav Jan:- 
 

“�!*+ ��� ������ ����

������������_���+ ������

� ���������������
��	 �9��
� � ��+ �����8�“ 
 
You have been serving the people of Rajasthan and the country with such a 

devotion that it is difficult to give any example. It is difficult to describe it. I can only 
say one word about you, Sir, that you are Ajatshatru'; you are 'Devanampriya'; and I 
will say only this thing—� ����n � 3 �� �� 3 ���- ,�+ 
��� 3 �� �� 3 ���@o��	� 3 �� ��
3 ���9� � ��/
�	�3 �� ��3 ���� ;
��� �3 �� ��3 ����8 

DR. BIMAL JALAN (Nominated): Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, 
Sir, for giving a chance to a non-political and non-elected Member who happens to 
have the great privilege of being in the midst of great political leaders of our time, and I 
thought I would share with you a little of my experience here over the past three years 
in regard to what I have seen. 

Sir, one thing which is most impressive about our democracy is the equality of 
people all around us, in the sense, that I am unelected, I am non-political, but I have 
the same rights as anybody else-some of the great leaders on this side, on that side, 
wherever you come from-and I think it is a great, great privilege to watch these 
proceedings. What I 
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have admired most about you, Sir, is your sense of humour. We all get depressed, at 
times, about the activities which go on in the House, the disruptions, the interruptions, 
the sort of lack of procedures and so on and so forth. But, in the midst of all this, as 
somebody, who comes from a different background entirely, what I have found is, we 
have a political leader with us with such a tremendous sense of humour, organisation 
and complete courtesy to even many of us who are here for the first time. 

So, Sir, I would like to congratulate you, and I must tell you that while we are 
all discountented with the way of working of our democracy sometimes, we are proud 
of the rewards that you have conferred on all of us. 

Sir, I hope that we would have many, many happy years of your leadership in 
this House and elsewhere. Thank you very much, Sir. 
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*Sir, if the bridegroom in a marriage-procession is handsome, the women of the 
bride'a side are elated, however, if the bridegroom is not handsome, the women do not 
show any zeal to welcome him. Similarly, when you come to this august House, We 
are elated and we all greet you in our respective mother-tongues. Sir, I 
congratulate you for completing four years as Chairman of Rajya Sabha. On this 
occasion, as a representative of Punjab, Sikhs and the people of Doaba, I felicitate you. I 
earnestly hope that the almighty God will bless you to attain greater heights so that you 
may further serve the country. Thank you. 
�

� ��� ����-� .� �	U� �A�3 �Q��� �
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*The Speech was originally delivered in Punjabi. 
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DR. K. MALAISAMY (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Chairman Sir, Time-honoured, Chairman, 
Sir, you have completed four years in office. I have completed only two years, but I have 
learnt so many things. What I could not learn in several decades, I could learn within a 
period of two years. I have been listening to my colleagues who have been patting, 
praising and saying tall words about you. If I were asked, I would sum up all these 
words with a couplet of Shakespeare: 

"Age cannot wither her nor customs stale her infinite variety." 

You are a man of varieties; you are a man of infinite variety. 

Sir, I am inspired by Mr. Jothi to cite two sentences in Tamil from Kamba 
Ramayana. When Lord Rama, who had such a great personality, great strength and so on, 
was walking in a procession along the streets of Ayodhya, young, energetic and 
beautiful, girls were looking at him from storeys. 

Thol Kandar Thole Kandar, Raman Thal Kandar Thale Kandar; Thal Kandar Thol 
Kanavillai; Thol Kandar Thal Kanavillai. 

It means, people who were trying to have look at Lord Rama from a height could 
only look at his shoulders. Some of them saw his feet alone. 

Thus, some people see one side of his while others could see the other side 
alone and his totality is not seen. 

Similarly, while analysing the various traits in you, some people have seen certain 
aspects, while others have seen some others but not in totality. In totality, the 
Chairman is unique, unique and unique. 
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THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (DR. 
ANBUMANI RAMDOSS): Sir, I rise today as the youngest Member of this august 
House joining all my senior colleagues in this House in congratulating you on your 
successful completion of four wonderful years as Chairman. Sir, before coming to this 
House as a youngster and a fresher, I had a lot of apprehensions how I will be able to 
perform. But then, having come here, under your guidance and the confidence you 
infused in us, the youngsters like us, we are able to do what little we have done. Sir, 
along with my leader, Dr. Ramadoss, and my party, PMK, and the people of Tamil Nadu, I 
would like to once again congratulate you. Sir, the country owes a lot to you and also 
expects a lot more from you in the years to come. Thank you, Sir. 
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SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY : Hon. Chairman, Sir, I am a privileged person 
today because you are kind enough to give me sweets, like a father gives to his son. I 
am a privileged person today. Sir, inside the House, I will be a party man; I will 
defend my party; but outside the House, I will be friendly with everybody, 
including my dear friend Shri Ahluwalia. Sir, when Najmaji was the Deputy Chairman 
of the Rajya Sabha, I had an opportunity to work with about five hon. Vice-Presidents. For 
the past three years, I have been working under you. It is a great opportunity for all of 
us. Whenever we get an opportunity to speak in this august House, when we come to 
you, you give us advice as to how issues have to be raised and especially, Sir, when 
issues related to farmers, Public Distribution System, and Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes, and the housing problems of the people come, you take keen interest 
in the House during the Question Hour and during debates also, you put questions to 
the hon. Ministers to help those downtrodden people, and the oppressed and suppressed 
people of the society. Sir, I have got only one small problem because we have been 
either on this side or the other side of the House. Sushmaji knows that Shri Suresh 
Pachouri, Shri Ahluwalia, Shri Anand Sharma, and I were all on the one side. 
Sushmaji's throat has gone bad because of that only. We have to defend our party. 
Though we change sides, we don't leave our policies and our aim in life. Sir, one thing is 
that whenever we meet you, though we come with some problem, you used to soothe us 
giving sage advice, and you have been helping us to grow in this House and also outside 
the House and telling us how we should discharge our duty as sincere parliamentarians 
in this august House. 
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