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Steps for upgradation of the Tuticorin Vagaikulam Airport

SHRI PAUL MANOJ PANDIAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, the Tuticorin Airport has brought about
remarkable growth and development of industries, trade and commerce and to the people of the
southern districts of Tamil Nadu. There is vast potential and also huge inflow of investments. The
Tuticorin Sea Port is one of the major sea ports of India and is poised for many major development
works in order to cater to the EXIM trade. For all these development and upgradation projects,
development to the airport is important. Hence, it is vital to improve and develop the infrastructural
facilities in the Tuticorin Vagaikulam Airport to meet the people's expectations and to meet the global
standards. Therefore, extension of the runway and the status of an international airport is a must.
The Airport Authority of India and the Ministry of Civil Aviation should undertake to acquire, at least,
1000 acres (instead of 586 acres) of land for the expansion projects of this upcoming industrial town
airport. The new runway should be big enough to accommodate bigger international flights, and the
Tuticorin Airport should be declared as an international airport, with frequent air service to Sri Lanka,
Far-east and Middle-east countries. The airport should provide night navigation and lighting facility.
Passengers' amenities like ATM, cab and bus service to the airport, trolley service, waiting and
departure halls and interior decoration work must be provided for. New domestic flight service to
other metro cities such as Bangalore, Cochin, Hyderabad and Mumbai should be commenced from

the Tuticorin Airport.
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