RAJYA SABHA [23 August, 2006]

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION - Contd.

Suicide by the farmers in various parts of the country and the demand
to increase the Minimum Support Price of foodgrains

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Vikram Verma.
SHRI AMAR SINGH:  Slr,..{Interruptbns)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No; | am not allowing anybody else.
...(Interruptbns)... Shri Vikram Verma on Short Duration Discussion. It is half-

an-hour discussion. All your solutions will not come. Shri Vikram Verma.
..{interruptbns)... fas¥ a=1 S, 39 AT | ... (TGEM)... T, 01 49 S, a9 fy

| IR, 3UPh B H[AT BT GG BIH-UF-3MMaR H el 8 FHhdl | ...(FagH)...
...(=aur)... You can ask some questions only, interruptions) Please...
(Interruptions)...

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (SHRI KAMAL
NATH): Sir, | will reply to Shri Datta Meghe's question. With his help, we will
try and ensure that as many SEZs as possible can come..(/nterruptbns)..

it Supwmafer : s 9ot <Y, oy diferg | ... (eraure)...Amar Singhii, |

have called Shri Vikram Verma. ...jnterruptbns)...

sft ITASTI SMUATS : ITFHTART S | ... (TIET)...

i SUHHTART : FTET, 37T GIN AP A IBTSY under the rules. TS ST
feq®ma HIRTT | ... (ae)... fasws a4t Sit, ama 9ifey 11 would like to inform the

hon. Members that all the political parties have exhausted their time. You have
to take minimum time. There are still 18 hon. Members to participate in this
debate. | would request hon. Members not to take more than five minutes and
not repeat whatever has already been mentioned.

N} forspw gt (e we): AT SUKHTART ST, fhari @) seTe & ddg d
9 ST 9 3P IR Usel Al 91 g3 © | I8 g4 {Uud a9 & H€ 9EH 4 g3 €, i
3ITST 16-17 HEN & a8 1 VAT I & b ARPR - BIs AP e Wl & | 1 U 50
ATl 81 7Y, TH-59 Ui AN a9 718, olfdhd 39 a1 W I8 gwiagef fRufa 2 i
fePATIT 1 JATHET B b [T I1eg BT gsall & | H ficps] UR 78l o1 | {6t 7 v
ARG T F AThs IATG T, A Hael IR AT & B Fhd 8, Sdfdh a9 W Bal AfAd
S IRTER YHIRIT BRI I8 8 b, FaTel I8 8 [ 37 Wab qrac(s PR o bal
T W PIs ggd-gS1 IR AT 81,BIs HITHRI GAT IR a1 81 T fari B
BIS 914 e oIl dfeth HHI-HH AT SRARYS HaH ISV I & | H g1 aredl § fb
1 e 4 b 9%
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P ATEH G 91 3718 ol fh g1 & TIE Jou W AR 7 10 WU faaed iR I a1
% (BT E 110 WU fFac el BT HTerd BId1 & Ueb febail U= 10 U= | 379 319 a1 -
I8 IR 59 TR @1 8, STl & fofg aa1-R1 BRIs &1 91 81 I81 7, fha ge
<1 ST R8T & 3R g™l TR Bl & g IS A9 Yo 91T I & A1 8l STl 8
{3 &1 R 10 U BT I AT S, 10 U Qe AR SEZ b 9% H S99 914 81 %&] 2,
SR < g aT-1 BRI &1 a1 81 8! 8, el ge &1 ST @] 8 3R GOl ok
ol & oy A Al He 9@ ST 8 A1 Bl ST 8 P €719 R 10 HUg BT 44
o e, 10 39 ve fhail o) e ST, SR SITET IR PR ASId (BT & 6
RIS FHA S |

IYFHTEE ST, A4 1< AT g8l 81 e AT b ST A Sa1-Sa1 3T, ST
{4 BT, TfehT IS 2006 BT WY 1 HE B 7199 {1 RUIS 89 <, UNDP T g3l
2, 30 URIT g0l 31T HIRA H HH a5 b UST 81 X8 & | T IR ASRIHRIT BT 1 B
SR &, GRI ARG 4 AT G 8, ST 1993 BT WR AT, I Al B Bl 51 & 2 |
1980 3R 1990 & I FHY F e T 29 TAT B 3Nl ¥ IR Y 3 v <=, &A1
o M e o, e W2 AT A B9 § 1A IRt v avs & 1 S A fawifay 2-
T IR% &9 SN B b+ GRgy <7 & a1d & 32 & AR 98 W f6amsi af S
B | S HH B ST @ 2, Y 4 5w Bl o 7 &, i o et | s
BITIROT 81 XBT &, ST3TSH 81 81 ¢ | SIS o€ F BRI, Ugel 8 ThideaR ofs &9
1 Y81 & SR [T RIST UReIT BIT ST R8T © | ATHBAIR & ar ¥ Al &4 sl sreqdT
P qI I8 I FETH H A 3718 & [ IHD Sl T SR 2, 79 Hol, TS Bl &%,
16 3R YW P BRI B dTell JHAM, HETMg 3R IHD SR BIEASOR, Targdl,
fcarged, 789 99 o € &R 37 wad SR AR e ge o & & 1 3t
®IA 41T BI 919 g, Bt cotton &1 a1d g5, o1 faceh &=t &1 91 g8, S9S 59
<21 H fHATT D1 HET SIST ST | 519 AT 6 ORI & STER IR S & SR Bl a1
TS, T9 I 250 3R FB HUY 450 TM & Tdhe TR $H fdy, ofs I |1 da 39
BRA Bl PFA! A S 5w & [HAET B AL ST 97 o1, 1 IqH IqP! HRATS
PR DI BRI B TS 2 IF BUA & RIAT® 1 PIs BRATS B Ts 2309 TP IUD
RacTs BIS HRATS el g3, S fHami &1 7&M i Ja ged I8 | 5911 i ufhan 2,
a8 g1 B g AR, BICHATSOR @l AfeqS! T8l e, SHP! B IR T 3R i 4
HicATgoR Wlien F fory ared g1 g § | Afd 59 afere! faas! <a 8280 afers
A & NIRRT B,ISEIST P, TH HISYHR $I GieTS! 3 I8 8 3R d I fictitious
NS IR B & | B TSR % MR W Al <0 8,39 YR TR I & % wrag
QTe FEN BN Y frar a1 wwh) firerd, At T e 81 ® 1 31 Terd aard €
JTSaR & TS Terd el <ife Tar 781 811 8 | 9 3fidhs Terd adTd 8, Ta-He d
SITET Al ofd & | 5T &l ¥ el ST W21 8, TRER & Gl & 1 T ST 8 |
B gRIRART & | 89 1 37 Rl WR faaR 31 2 50 A1el H S Y=gy Aror1sii &
18 A Il TR Bl 8, 1 ST Aded © [ 89N iferdt
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fSthfdea &, afs uiferedl St 2 A1 Sl &9 SHDT MY HR I8 & I - dlel ©, bal
7 BTl ST Q1Y © | 3 MY §9 W YATIR PN | BICATSOR B iferdl IR 3Taeh!
qATIR BHRAT TSI, Wed & IN ¥ IR HRAT I, S+ 7] A9 3R R IqF
18 @1 9 {3 I fha= garg arehl 2, fhdt IR 6 ail ol &, O & fog,
IS SRR &7A1 © A1 99 W [Isiell &1 @4 fhae giar 8, 9 91 ISl &1 afe gq
Sired 8 1 frar &1 Icre arTd S+ 2 6 SIoTR 7 i1 98 3191 I1e o9 2 iR
SHBT IAD! SNl I A 8, IAPT 98 Jod A4 BT 43 8] I8 Il TS 2l I
T8 SR~ B AT 2 1R IS 39 419 3 U IR Al 913 317 T3, JRT 371 77 3f1R Iqh
HRUT IS fHA & B 9918 Bl € A1 98 371 dTel S9-U<8 ATdll & oIy HolaR a1
ST 21 ol dt Sl I B, IHDBT BRI SR I8T IR FTo1 B Red 2 | R 131 7 90
F TP H Bl AP gY U, T4 I Yo H S Boll AP [HAT AT,3F FHA H WY I
HIHR 4 T, 10-12 AIel 7 Al 981 TR AT AT 9 THR Bl TSHY 81 g8, offhT 10-
12 9T & 91€ eR-4R 59 fam FoieR 991, I8 fRiafier iR g% 81 M | doieR
I & 918 A1o1 BT W 98 B 2, BleiftRfed d@i # va a1 fiwew € & afe smuast
Teh e e TS 1 ATYI il 7S &, T8 Hol &1 H g 1l 8 3R 579 I8 ATl Hof &
H I I B, A1 Ihgfg ATl BT b TR 81 Il 21 fBare &l 9aiel &l I8 SR |
T I 12% TR 7T et o, 79 I 22% 1 gl A1, ifd a8 RiveHd € g9 TaR
T T 31T AT |

o, |rer 31mae =wor a1 2ff fb 89 39 9% 7% UR o UL, 491 g3 2%
BH WY <, Afh 31T 98 2% HEl AT ? §9R UBT R &9 Bl & & 91 3,
IAHT 3 IF T BEl § {6 99 IF 71 I A 39 ISR B Mfw 7eg 78T frery,
q9 TP B9 AU & dR W T8 2% fHaH & @ § 81 ST T & | 39 TPR Bt
fRafer €, &9 Fact 990N &R < &, BF Hde 91 B 8, Al aRad | H1d I6 SHBT
SFRGRICT ol 2 AT 181, 39 d1d I ST BT HITH TH a1 (3T |

AR A S, R oot It &9 frel s @) ge 2 v2 7, @ 98 ge fham
3Tl TS 1 1Y &b 77 &, <AfheT i1 forsa™ 391 eTe-59-9RE U1 -y ot
PHoIGR &9 AT &, S BT oW TS & el AT | 98 ol iRl Shieex &, I8
YT g1 SIhlecy 8 1, I 7 A1 96 ¥ ol el Fohd &, 7 81 Bl 3R § PIs 78 fAdl
Hhell & | $9 TRE 9 AT & HIR R TS gY [HAM Bl $HHT BT e (Heldl © |
IS &9 B BT & O 39 3 31 | dfe SR g1 8T | U o 37 aTell Hred & forg
AR GifoRT 91 81T Ud 89 390! F1-91 GAgiy ST SR §, GO 98 fhdrd oif
Hol H a1 3N B, I [HAM & Pol &b IS & [ 89 9T PR W18 & | 39 PR
T Tforiis &I &1 3wl § S99 U9, =1 31 dTel Y @R & g% ¥ QT 3777 97 6
o, 9B BraeT Al fear B e a1 T8 fe, 98 Td 37elT 914 &, <t o1t &
IRIG ¥ 1 fh BolgR 8, ST T R gft 2
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A SUGHIII HE IS Y, $O A9 Ygel AT TLM HAT off f4g¥ 7y o,
T8l R B 3,750 PRIS WU Sl BIY0N g3 & M 301 ST, 981 W 94 H301 S &
S 4 g 1 SR B "eAg gs AT 3R UEM HA! Sff & S & g1 Wi 981 i)
T B TSHIY §S 0,59 3N SAR AT 31T & | 37 MY HeqT BN b o9 <
BT Y FH3] T < F Bl TR H a1 &l & 9 & forg 911w, 3,750 HRIs wud
P Yol Y TIYO BT AT, IHP 918 WY B AMHST Rl B, $HDT Aded I8 & b
39 T & fHAM B fIea TRER & SR F $S Gl &8, 39 < & A o1 fagars
IR W IS T | 3T I8 ST AT & SR A & 1% 8,750 RIS ©UY P a9y Yohef Bt
HINUI & Jace ¥l 98 AT B & oY AR 81 T 51 $HH] Adold Ie! © [P
SHBT ATH SN el el I8T 7, SADBT e T S el 7ol b | 31T Tel-TTef b a8
Bl H GaT GAT B, IU D] A9 o1 19711 51 S U BT 3719 3T JIST131 3 SRIAT B
B &, BT A1 3 frsal o firerm, @ S1-9R a1 yid arell & 915 e, wfh o
5 A IR-IR FEl fF S FoleR A 7, S etean & forg faw 89 &) fRufa
TS gU T, S [Pl & oIy $9 IR &1 31 Arerid A1 31 59 SR Bl Pl dist
EEEERL

A A Sft, et firer o) ©: Rt & forg gvony @ 718 7, o W@ 39
I B A1 R AT Rret Wreq 7 W g & 49 & g $9 § | sRamon 3 9
T aTcHE AR B ©,d8! 0 W fham g, fear du g@ane 9 59 yaR B
Reiea 4 7 f S7% 981 39 UeR o fRARY 7, <91 & 3y &3 Bl § 39 UaR ot
I &, Afh P firen o= Wa IR 1 1 39 91d &I 41 o6 fegea™ & 31 el
e a1t TR RIS & uga T 2 1 9% 39 v &1 uRIRf A ugw man g f swi 9
98 el 21 Ao © | 39 31 el & I & I 71 8, offd St weret dhforst sik
Jfagiy ona= 1 8, 98 $adl B: el 31 <1 & | 3RaR fPAm| & |1 I8 JeHE w=i 2 8:
et & forar @ i &, e T2 & ofex a1t F i 25 et g9 8, 89 25 el &
fPar @ A 2 MHEAT F AU AR BN I R Few A S Weret Yoot
A1, 39 BARY WRBR Had <9 & B: el & 3fax § | fHari & 3fex I8 wewa a1
T3P ST XET 87 3BT IS a9 8, JATID] JIGeT <1 8 , ATID] [T DI AT
F IR W BT Wlg $ IR W Gl BRAT 2, I AIRar YT HRAT1 € Alleh
AU I8 BT A S qb, Wl A S A, T I J$ I | I I8 A D] BT 2 Al
Fad 31 f1el 21 781 afed g™ & 9 FolaR [Fami & IR H 94 b ¥ I $
I TSI & THATT P T Gep AT T ST T8 |

7815y, ¥ ye-al favdl v, R w® ol ot 7€t 88 €, a1 b A |
A #A St & el A9 &1 A A1 99 wel 9 fEwmer gar o dtd [T &1 Y
HIYOT 4T | IFH AR #31 Sff 1 §F a1 wfasy & forg i oY | U @1 &9 JaRersas
TG TS & Sl [Tl & [T 81T | Gob 2Tl ! a1 off 3R a8
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Had fpam & o o+t oft {5 TIRETSAST # fam 1= #1eT I 3R ST AT X+ &1
e Bft a8 AMRIved BT, 98 Bel Wl g8 & fog St <1 |t g1 A w5 S,
MY SRT SAHT FITE UG <11, fhed UBR B ATl S9H 81 & & ? S9H “Tiiheax
TS 3ER BT 68 ST AT TRT R | SHBT FITE Al A1 UgT 2, SH 376 hId STl 2 |
39 91 I ISTIT TRT A1 S8 U iR SireT B o fAfee o wRiie a6 a1 89 dreras]
PR I o fHAM BT IIRETSH 7 I8 | 3¢ HIY &€, <7 WKW dd [Bar B 811 3R 90
TRRIC d% 98 Sl M & 9 R JIRETSY 1711 SHH SSx BT AT MTH IGT ST
3R 98 BIC-BIC 1d H UH HAid P wY H I doax A &1 8, 98 ITd (o1 Iof 81 o
STTQIT | 319 IHD] TFAIR1d BN, hadl [Har & oy 811 A1f2, Hifd a8 Sl B
Tl off, I HHST 7 S RUIE &1 2, 98 $ad WiidedR & U 8, Taaaqia BR
TNdeR Hsde & | T S99 31EX HANSTIST 3168 STl off Y&l 7, R SHH Phad 10
TR STl ST ¥ET & 3R 90 URUT b feTq HRT RIh! 3R a1 AT bl P& <& ST K&
B, I AR ST B |

U G-I FATe, 31T Hel o1 b fhami & & # BRas Ardbe Rived @]
fopam T o | # A1 € 5 9 Wy ara off farl ol st Ut firel ok JEaR & |
ofer fRfT a1 & fo5 BRaS AHIET 1 11 81 381 © 768 o IR A W BT ¢S 8l
BT & | fpT AT SUFHTIRT HE1SY, e GAHx edd enm & a8 g™ &
Fat T Hsi F Harford 81 8T 2 | SUF QN YRS 8189 HaS H ¥ 3R UH g
BSY ¥ STEAGHEIG & 31X | Rgwd™ & 37 o BRI 98 Bl Sil arIaT JIoiR SR
fasra 21 e 8, 98 R & $ad {F vaTds grS9e # 81 38T 7, A 74 off
DI M B |

[SuRTeze (... pRa) Horit gu)

fEgIM & ST 22 ST AP &, THRN ALY T2 H SER H ATAd] Taaas]
BTSH JR & TH W I B ] PRI & , B B e (a1 S 8T 2 | YRBforger s
21U AT, SR H o7 3R = Uidl & e AT | d I8 W T IR G o | AfhA I
TS AR 95 TS U & 3R A BRaS Ardhe FHae diF STTE J FaTferd 81 ¥eT & iR 98 |gT
IR 99 AT & | 98 $adl Uh YR | W] TAM dTel AN BT dTe 1 ST Sh W14
a1e 9 JHR 9 BT 2,39 o fBart o T fire <1 8 BRT de1 & 5 35 22
BISUS &, ST 22 YaRTaISl AeX 2, 31T S9! 3iR Yfdede o ofR are| o | 3R a8t &
IT! HISAT B 1Y SIS ATMb ATH TS [ TART Sfagar--TawR 4 U1 81 arell |
SR &R, ST, BRa™) iR AT H ST 134 HIaT -1 2, 59 I8 fhar Bl #l
H ATH TSI T4 AT 379 AT DI IHh? Y TR IAD] 99 Fhdll & | ol 1o
IqD] A 81 T8 8, 3T s 3R FEHSEIG P BTSUS H HIH 81 T8 © [P 31 W
BICT 8 3R e <119 81 S & 3R AT T T81 &, BIT ATIRI Je W8T 6 | I8 (64 &
2 4 ¥ T TR AT AT o1, AT AT ST BTerd O™l 8 S IR ATDhE Bl B |
5= ) SRR AThe A A T XgereT 8, oifep 33 A IS Wgaifd wodt
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Tl B, I SHDI WGl PR AP, Sl gHD! FAIold PR b | SHBT TS b Pl (ACH
STAY Tl 3N B | #_7 9 e 2 6 afs ar<aa 3 9! {5 &1 am e & a
T B AR ofgd IR SBH! AT B, T SATHY $HBT BIIST BT | 1] &6 S AR
I e AT &, b ST FBIS, ™R A1 31 S & a1 2 & o 774,
2005 H 41 39 & H 741 gs 1, 17 W 918 89 Rt I] v R ==l R IE 2 139 17
HEN % 37X TRl & | 9 Y& ¥ | fha™ Ue ThR gdrer & ardraxor H off
/LI

PIeT B G §s, TS Pled B! AR I8 & 6 § G fHAM § iR B da1
BT §, UhaH HERTS; & dTeX A offl gV g4 $fgae € | dfdh &9 S 8 b oms
1800 YT fadaeel H Bt. Cotton H fhal FE+d Us<l 8 3R fha™ THR &1 @ T Bl
SIfh WUY AT 1800 WY farIed # oot fHAMI $I $B BRIGT 81 Al 87 T8] Blald
qrast ) il 7 2 1 H e F IR F TE 91, i ST g9 dTeR Bl @i e Wi
REAFT A TR FB TR R IR T | I8 RIT g= o 2 g gt Y A a1 2 1
TP eRER 99 <1 8, <Ifdh Sqd! TTel 99T H 60 WUV fhel # fdadt 7, foam ara
T8} 91T 7, 98 3USH H, e # e} Ao 811 & 91¢ 9t ® | fhar 1 @
fircrr 2, gaferg g7 99 Aot w, w73 AT ), vb S Ay w® I faR we @
TISERIT PRT B HYIl, T SITHR I8 AR AR a=7h | § Araran g, A2 w301 i, 9
TR faR &A1 aifes 9fasy # feamt o1 srergn B bl ST e | 87dTg |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Hon. Members, there
are still 15 speakers left, and | would request those Members, who have to
speak, to take just five minutes, not more than that. Please don't repeat the
points which have already been dealt with. Shri Ravula Chandra Sekar
Reddy.

SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA SEKAR REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, |
am the only speaker from my party...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): In any case, the time
allotted is three minutes for your party. But you take five minutes.

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAOQO JOSHI (Maharashtra): | am walking out.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Why?

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: Five minutes are not enough for
me. This is not fair; as we always come at the end of the debate, we get less
and less time. | waited the whole day here, and my number has been going
down...(Interruptions)

309



RAJYA SABHA [28 August, 2006]

SHRI AJAY MARCO (Jharkhand): Sir, it is a very important subject.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Mr. Joshi, what is
your complaint? | am giving my indulgence to you.

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: My complaint is this. | gave my
name early in the morning. | knew that | would come at the end. But my
number has been going down from 6 to 15to 16...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): | have not done
anything on your number...

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: | know it is coming in order.
But, given the position, | have some signal points...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): You will be given
time. Please wait. That is why | was trying to tell the House that every Member
should stick to his/her time so that everybody gets time. Don't worry. You will
get time.

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: Can't we postpone the rest of
the speakers for tomorrow? Let us have enough time.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): No. There is already
the decision of the BAC that the House should sit up to 8 o' clock and, if
necessary, even beyond that.

it FEARTO qIfYT : ¥R, &9 410 Bl AF © | ...(FAYH)... WX, AR
Raavew g 2 & 81 wifcai o a1 Rise 7wy 31 fSde & w3 98 faar s
MY | IT TG JIAT 811 AT | ... (FALTH). ..

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAQO JOSHI: People had wasted time up to
half an hour on speeches which meant nothing.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Now, Shri Ravula
Chandra Sekar Reddy.

SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA SEKAR REDDY: Sir, thank you for
permitting me to participate in this discussion on farmers' suicides and demand
for increasing the Minimum Support Price for foodgrains. Sir, we had
discussed this subject earlier, on 14" July, 2004, as a Short Duration
Discussion, and it was discussed again on 2o March, 2005. And, on 18t
May, 2006, we discussed about import of wheat and its impact on our
agriculture. After all these discussions which took place in this august House,
what is the net result and what action has been taken by the
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Government in minimising the problems of farmers? Sir, | raised this issue
during the discussion on i4™ July, and | again participated in the debate on
22" March, 2005. The only thing that | get to hear from the media and other
reports that the farmers' suicide cases are on the rise, not only in Andhra
Pradesh but also in several other parts of the country. In my own State, right
from 14*' March, 2005, till 22" of August, 2006, that is, till yesterday, in this
period of two years and four months, 3,247 farmers have committed suicide.
We had furnished all the information regarding names of the villages, number
of farmers, etc. -- around 2000 farmers had committed suicide - through a
booklet which was also placed before the House. Now, the number has gone
up to 3,247. The number of suicide cases is on the rise. | have many case
studies done on this. One case study of our State pertains to the Anantapur
district which reports how a person named Chennappa from Eluru village of
Garladdine mandal committed suicide, what the plight of the farmers there is
and what problems his family members are facing. On account of continuous
failure of his crops and mounting debts, which seemed irreparable,
Chennappa committed suicide by lying down on the rail track. His only son is
now facing demands from moneylenders. He feels that he might be forced to
choose the same fate, as his father, in order to escape the clutches of these
moneylenders.

Sir, there are so many case studies. | have a lot of details, but due to
paucity of time, | am not going into the details.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Don't go into the
details. It is known to everybody.

SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA SEKAR REDDY: Sir, last time, we raised
many issues like post-harvest mechanism and all those things. But, today, |
will confine myself to two-three points regarding MSP and farmers' suicides.
Sir, the question is, why are these suicides taking place? Starting from Andhra
Pradesh, now it has gone to Vidarbha. Sir, | am quoting the Hindustan Times
of 3" August, "Vidarbha 102 deaths in 32 days. PM's Package fails to save.
Caught in debt-trap." Sir, this is the position of Vidarbaha.

Sir, the main problem of the farmers is the rising prices of fertilizers
and pesticides, and they are unable to get credit for their cultivation.
Agriculture credit has become very difficult. Earlier, we used to get institutional
finance. Now, year after year, institutional finance is coming down, though we
say that it has been doubled, when compared with the
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last three years. But, even today, most of the farmers are approaching the
private money-lenders, who are charging exorbitant interest rates. Sir, look at
the public investment. During the good olden days, it was 40 per cent. Now, it
has come down to 18 per cent. | have the statistics with me, which show how
the public and private investments are coming down year after year. Starting
from 1984, it was 4.08 per cent of the GDP; now in 2002, it is 1.54 per cent.
Sir, it is coming down year after year. Similarly, the private investment is also
substantially reduced. Sir, it is the national problem now.

Sir, the thrust on agriculture is reduced, whereas the industrial sector
has got more focus. Sir, 91 per cent of our people depend on agriculture or
allied sectors. But, out of which, only 13 to 15 per cent are getting institutional
finance, the rest of them are going to the private moneylenders. As | said
earlier, these money-lenders are charging exorbitant interest rates. Sir, the
Regional Rural Banks have failed. Sir, | request the hon. Minister to review the
performance of the Regional Rural Banks which were created by virtue of the
1976 Act. Sir, they have now become commercial banks. They are competing
on par with the commercial banks, and they are not at all helpful to the farming
community.

Sir, now, | come to the cooperative sector. The cooperative sector
was created by virtue of the 1904 Act. Now, they have either become defunct
or people occupying important positions are attached to political parties. Now,
they have become political institutions. The cooperative sector...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Five minutes are over.

SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA SEKAR REDDY: Sir, if you want, | will sit
down.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Okay, take one or two
minutes, and say only the points. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA SEKAR REDDY: Sir, two minutes will not
be sufficient for me to make my points. ...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Say only the points.

SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA SEKAR REDDY: Okay, Sir. | would like to
draw the attention of the hon. Minister towards the commitment made to the
people by way of the NCMP about agriculture. | quote, "The UPA Government
will ensure that public investment on agriculture research and
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extension, rural infrastructure and irrigation is stepped up in a significant
manner at the very earliest. The rural cooperative credit system will be nursed
back to health. Immediate steps will be taken to ease the burden of debt and
high interest rates on farm loans. Crop and livestock insurance schemes will
be made more effective. The UPA Government will bring forward a
constitutional amendment to ensure democratic, autonomous and professional
functioning of cooperatives. Farmers will be given a greater say in the
organisations that supply inputs to them. The UPA Government will ensure
that adequate protection is provided to all farmers from imports, particularly
when international prices fall sharply." Finally, the UPA Government has
committed, "Farmers all over the country will receive fair and remunerative
prices. The terms of trade will be maintained in favour of agriculture." This is
the commitment given to the people thorough your NCMP. What exactly is the
status now? | request the hon. Minister to have an introspection at the
Government level to know whether they have fulfilled any promise made to the
people during the last two-and-a-half years.

Sir, regarding Minimum Support Price, in the normal conditions, we
have either drought or floods once every four years. We should include the
risk component while fixing the Minimum Support Price and that is not being
done. The price fixation must be done well in advance, at least thirty days
prior to the commencement of the agricultural season.

The most important thing is, we have many Boards like the Tobacco
Board, the Silk Board, etc. We now should have a Commodity Board and we
should have the price fixation on the basis of zones. We have north zone, east
zone, west zone, south zone and north-eastern zone. Sir, the investment in
the southern parts of India for raising the paddy crop is more when compared
to the north zone. There should be a zonal system and there should be a
representative from other zones at the helm of affairs, who can prevail over
the people and bring the correct facts to the notice of the concerned people
while fixing the price. The interests of farmers as well as consumers should be
protected while fixing the Minimum Support Price. If | may say so, instead of
the Minimum Support Price, it should be a profitable price to the agriculturists.
Otherwise, it is going to be another problem. Again, during the next Session,
we are going to discuss the same subject of farmers' suicide. But, time and
again, year after year, we are discussing the farmers' suicide in Parliament. |
request the hon. Minister to simplify the National Agricultural Insurance
Scheme, and | again repeat it, to protect the interests of the small and
marginal farmers and provide
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institutional finance at the lowest interest rates. Now it is 7 per cent, | request
him to reduce it to 4 per cent so that the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes farmers, small and marginal farmers sustain. Thank you, Sir.

1. STCHT &R (ORI : SUHHIEIE HelGd, WA H “S~IaId” Heel aral
T 31T 98 98T © | ga8 | WM O 98 ol Hed BRI 6, clfche S U1 HeTd
BT R YIGA T8l A 8 | WAErS! A "1 &l Al 8, Ay SRR AN
ATS! BT BISHR ER Pl TIRP eI R I8 o] T AR H BB B AT
I BI TN &, 98 U gOd a1 &, R # S =18t =it €

HEIGY, WAATS! IR o BT AN DT AR & | 4IRS P ATS Uererd A
SITET AT WAlETST IR MR B 8, b $9P d1agie (bl Hf gTad &1 87 By
FaarE # a1 faer g9 =mfey, SaEr 981 81 I8 2 | dlearid, Gicagor ds
faSTeft, S b forg feparii bl st o<1 TSl 8 | b STebl o1 < H SF1-BI Xl &,
R fofg ST AEHRI W S TSl X W A o 98T 8 | AF 8l gl I &
PIRYT BT STHET HR TR AR B ST & | I8 BN <% Bl U qo [T & b
T IRE IR BIs Flth SR o1 a8l 8, A1 86 SR $ oY AN e S 8, e
IR fHAT 319 Sex & fory oflF <11 ATl &, a1 S WY Saey IR a9 -T8! fed 8,
I IYS 3P g 7 S ARdY 7 ot 2, S {5 U visfaea @ 8, S99
I Al 2 3R IUST el 1 aoie | 98 A b Wl Al 2, clfb R WY S A
S T2 freraT 2, I8 TR < @) U fae T B1 g aR%, B9 < © o Senufor
PI 954 B WA W AN el ST 2, A ST 89 <=d A1 SERTafd R 3o forg gu
WM aT99 PR IR € ? 3R UA.GLY. 7 WY, TH.41.T. &) a9 S1&T goig SeRTafi
1 e 7 A €, i ) T gL AT, ¥ ) goTE A g ST RET R |

R, T 919 I8 ¥ 3 fpa wdh Weflars) & forg & o= e 2, V=i a1t 7€k
2 | D! ATl BT B I8 J, 99 TR H HIS dHR & ST § 1 fow &R # fonst
o B § 7 forel) ) g &1 I B, Sk 91 39! Sl fafy et 2l 7, S
g oft fFaT 1 &l i1 el 2 3fR 98 ST IR €1 &l ofdl € | 98 & ) a8 78l gat
FHT 2, 3qD! aoT8 I Al I IHET B IR AR 811 TSl & | $HP IR H 7 84
AT 81T o 31 AT STRIcT & oY & 319 8 e Alg Wb € |

AR, BN I H & Wil hal 1 Dol T MR 918 3Tl 2, R BRIl wug o
Bl WG Bl & | 89N <9 § Rars & A wafed 7 81 @Y goig ¥ ofd STexd gl
! gotg A IR B §8 ST 8 | IR )% g 81 U1 81 ST §, oifh ] 359 9Tt &
& oV =R €18 I § | gAY At &1 vep freTs ol v
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B s | 98 ST © | 32 F [Hami I, 39 MMIST H 2T P fofg &H4 HIet ST Jror1
E DT, b ST B A1 AT, BH IHDT I BIIST T8l el 38T 8 | 519 Blg Bl
1 AT & oY e Bl &, df HHI-HH AT S1-31 Aiel did S & 918 W ATISH
DIIADT U1 T A 2 | 39 SR A DI 397 99 TR 21 el U1 & | 579 fohar
W AT H BT 81T &, T S FeTIdT [l a1ey | 89N 9w < I8 IR 59
N W BIB! @i Bl §, H I W T STHR Had $© eI o1 18dl g | %, #_7 G8ell
a8 2 & HAd 91 A1 $T SRRT 98T 1My MR A1 & 3R HIg ATISH
A dTHT &b I SMMde Bl 2, 1 S U MRad T9I F fex HAd JHT Ao
BT ST FRAT AMMBY | IR DI Yordl (e GH7 H XHH B &I 81 Bl 2, ol
SHS RaeTh e HIRIATE! 8 112y, T4 fBaT &l Bae 11, AT ST U461 9
R S g R, ST {6 B9 ST © 1 o1l BTt A €1 faeH g & aofs | B!
fFATI 1 STHERT B AR D! o8 | AR AR T H31 ST - 81 BT Fm1
fopa 3R 37796 fog aIel U S ApT S o N B IR RE AW @ EF
S PATCH 3R 3Ty Y2 H AR Gu B 9918 | 7R 32 © 3R ORI TERTE H a1 AT
F BRI FTH! HA F8 TS T, 399 M fHaml o1 e 81 381 8 [o7d G 0l © 3R
P STTeHE B §, 79 1 89 99 URAT & fog ThoT < <l & 31 fhy <19 916 Al 2,
TG EH EA < S &, ... (T B EEY)... MfhT a7 g9 & oy st #18 Sur e §
78R T H31 Sff 59 91 P 371 RS | WA ©, SAY AR T #31 it 7 st
Aol = faad W eret ¥ e URAT JATRET D1 7a1 B @l 91 Bel oY, offp
3 O S W BIS HRIaTE) TE g8 € | H =med) g fF Ses 9 Ses 39 iR @) =
B S RY | 3ES forg s Q) Harery wfRifera B, ve B Harerd iR g
T AT AT 1[G FATT & IR S9S foy faad 91 2, afe Sad u
S9fery ST 1 Ueh 1 AT Sea ¥ STeg I8 Xal bRl 18y | .. (FadH). ..

IyqHTee (A9 FRI) : Wil Fags |

1. 37T & = TR, H w@ige 81 < e §, W U &l Wise 3R & | fBari &
AT FHLT e b IR IR AART G I8 & [ 7] AR Jod frer =y |
S 1 BIIS BRI, U A1 39 [BAT] ®I ITd! ATHSRI ST $T Jod e 3R IR
ARBR P IR T P WP BT 107 T BT 31T 89 hared g 3iR @Tae S T
T & g =gAad q9e ge FgiRa &= 8, <ifd 1R1 g I8 & 6 94 ave
P B b (Y T5 FHLT oI AT HRAT MY | AR7 AR Jera & IR &
IAR-ISM W B aTel JHAM, AT Facl! THIY a8 T Y& & BRI 59 Bl AR STl
2, I S9H B dTcl IS ¥ [Bam] Bl GRaf U™ &R & [ U el diy Jae
HRAT AR, 1M 579 HI fHATHI DI SR IS, 1 BT 3 18 &1 T 6P |

Syt (A 9. F. FRI): WSt deaele | T BT |
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1. ITCAHT &N 2 TR, H Brae[s PR 8] § | 89 WS b 3G} 3R FGT &b 188
Tl 1 91 A1 98 PRA © | ... (TAYTH)....

IuauTee (3. TL.H.FRI): A1 e g1 |

1. AP & : ITD! I BRP B HAT I A8 & 3R $B Pl Al &,
IfpT ST BHIRY EN9OT BIel §, SHHT RId=1 BIIeT 891 18T, Sa+1 bl &l T8
forerar & 3fR 1St o 181 B €, 76 39 ff <=1 =iy | g=arg |

i} et STTSTIE ([T WQE): Heled, BAR BN TH < Bl A= [Ham
311 < T H ACHET PR &1 &, I8 Uep f2Iai 3R A4 BT (49 & | SHRT <91 HRA
ST T | <lfd 3111 We & 61 He1 USR8l & (& 59 A & RAf$ai &8 ST dTel WK
T H S g 39T B RET 8, S W ESIR] WUy o fadet woif € | 59 6 @) fafsar w
ST, 31pel e, afess R IRIR |fed orTax g8 & 12 Hel d6 &M ) W8 &, oifd
P TG STP] Q& g1h Pl U HR BT WHT 781 e 8T 8 TF P Bl AT HUS]
TE et 8T & X8+ DI 3BT AbI el el X861 & iR 31 81 7T8l, Y& &b SRV fHAr
STCHEIT PR TR ST 81 e &, T8 U T8 81 (a1 3R 74 bl (A9 & |

IUHTEIEl HEIG Y, < 4 Sl ey 81 REl 8, A1 HAl Sff f Ga& WHR
fopaT & b et cHBIIRI H | ST 15-16 TR AT {1 &l 8 | SITHT U oIRg
AP fHAT AT B b & | 39 < 4 Ugell 8N Hifd g ot , AT gRomT
AT 31T 7 o < Wrer= & ARTel H JATHIHR 3HT AT, <ifh ST ARPR 7 ATeTRare
B T BT 39T fora, A1 327 Bl o1d GIRI ERA BT B ST6xd & | I8f B b uged
B ifdT 7 R o 71 77 gram o &iR gl &R HifT & IRI 9 g fhar
TN A T b 8 AR ol F AT F TSI T |

IUQHTEET HEIGY, I FA&T0T $ AR a9 1987-88 H <20 # qHSIT T2
T A 35.4 U @ 19.1 URIEE 9 &R U8 WRAT 9o a¥ 1999-2000 H 40.9
yfererd 3R 22.3 ufqerd 81 8 € | 9R S | Sl 67 &5het W B I S %81 § —
1985-86 H IE 1.69 TFCIR AT, ST 10 T H TSHY 1.41 EICIAX B TRAT 8 3R 87T 10
[Tl ¥ A © b 99 39 A8 A S e S /8 &, Al Scare dl gedl, $aiey s
D PN Pl gGTdT o B TR © |

IUGHTEIET HEIGY, Q¥ Pl TG T8I TR BT &3 H &, <ifeb R Hifd
Uq Q9 H Y AHADIBRUN 3R ARG F HROT 3711 S, gars, JoTs, s,
HeTS, TS, HeTs, A AR ol F2i A BIF &b HRUL, 319 Tai § qolgr [Ha| P el
PR BT Il ST RE & 3R d FIGR, Tal I TATIT BRI SATIE &
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3MR ST BT WRIG BNl ST T8I B, 3 WG BTl & BIROT I MMHSHT B b oIy
Y BIRE & | BARTAFAIE b 3 <0 B a7 Terd €, 39 37l | Tefdl & 1 1 I8
R HEId B, BT I B HRAT B, STIT G- Y HRb Wil § ATABI Gl g
UgT T &, SHD! Fa¥ (e {6 o1 a1 Fav afer gof &1 Al FHs1 S 8 | S
T B BT 2, ID] IU supeior THST ST & 3R S fegrel B T8 e g,
ID! FE[ BT AIC AIBd FHST ST &, 8! 39 Q¥ Pl JawAT &, I Terd & 3R 59
FRAT H AT TRATT B B STokd 1 FAfey § e S b wft § &4
PR ATl BT SIF TP qared G el (HelT,ad T ARl Wl § A9 T8] Mg |
Sy B9RT e § 6 qH-guR axd Wil A0, SR, TSl ARGRI SHIF Bl
SexaHE AR Bl [IdRT HXh, I8 ISHTR &1 ST 3iR Y I@1e 9eM &1 AldT
[ERISINE

TR, BHRT A1 8 {3 HETS BT Sl HRI &, AR ToR H 918, J&T, AT &
RIRT AT IS Tl RT YU F =g BI HICT B4 AbR g1 H T B
RE I8 BT Sl S (AT ST 2, 98 A1 8 | g1d S 918 U1 I © b WRPpR et
uTe] BT =G VBT B, [l T DI e XB! &, b Il HSRT <l 2, HRI AT & o I
SR Bl AR ekl & | THT BRI MMSGT &b 918 59 S H IR HETS g <l dail ol
8! 8 3R WETS &1 FEl 9gdl Fell I RE1 8, dfcth MSTal & a8 597 <20 H g4l gois 4
FAR-TRI BT @1E H I Iell ST 2 | SAloy § WRaR a7 w6 6 ga g
TR T 3G ST BT SToxd © | H8Ied, safory § fFde & F 59 wgfd wR sigw
ST R HETS DT Al T ST Hhall 2 3R SHR-TRIT 3 @WiE B e I 3MeH-5T B
el fhaT ST FhdT & | g=gaTe |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Shri K.P.K. Kumaran.
SHRI R. SHUNMUGASUNDARAM (Tamil Nadu) : Sir, it is his
maiden speech.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN(PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Is it his maiden
speech? So, what will | do now? Mr. Kumaran, there is time constraint and
yours is a maiden speech. | will not control you. But, you should use self-
control.

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA (Jharkhand) : Sir, it is his maiden speech.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): That is why | said that
| would not control him. But, he can use self-control.

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Mr. Baalu is sitting there. He will control
him.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): That is why | said |
would not control. He should use self-control.
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SHRI K.P.K. KUMABAN (Tamil Nadu): Respected Vice-Chairman,
Sir, | thank you for giving me this opportunity to make my maiden speech.

At the very outset, | dedicate myself to Parliamentary democracy of
this greatest democratic nation of the world.

| would like to make my humble obeisance to all my elders of this
House of elders, in particular to the hon. Chairman, the hon. Deputy Chairman
and the hon. Vice-Chairmen who are the custodians of this Chamber.

It is my utmost privilege to be a Member of this august House and
wish to express my profoundest gratitude to my party leader, Dr. Kalaignar for
giving me this opportunity. With fatherly affection he has bestowed this
blessing upon my head and, in the days to come, | shall live up to the trust
and confidence that he has placed upon me.

Sir, today, | would mainly like to speak on -two points. The first one is
that the safety net should be created for the farmers so that there is no
question of suicides. And secondly, not only we should ensure their survival
but try to ensure maximum profitability for farming operations to enable them
to come up in society.

Sir, from time immemorial, the Indian poets eulogized the farmer and
his plough in glowing terms. But, as hon. Members have pointed out today the
situation is totally different and the plight of farmers is pathetic.

Due to a variety of reasons the farmers are suffering losses. Their
input costs are rising. They are not able to get good price for their produce
and they are slowly falling in the debt trap. In addition to this, the weather has
become very unpredictable. And, every now-and-then, droughts and floods
push them further into the debt trap. Rise in education cost and medical cost
also further drive them into the clutches of the moneylenders and they see no
way out. Some of them have become antisocial and join antisocial
movements, whereas others think that it is more honourable to die and take
their lives.

Sir, we are all in agreement that this is a shameful situation and
drastic measures have to be taken. Otherwise, the misery of farmers would
slowly lead to a decline in agriculture production and our food security is
threatened. As it is, from a so-called surplus situation, not long ago, in wheat
and rice, the country has slipped into a state of shortage, necessitating
imports. So, what should be our aim and what steps should
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we take? Sir, our primary aim should be to provide a safety net for our farmers.
One of the things that we should look into is crop insurance. The Government
recognised the importance of crop insurance and in 1999 has formed the
Agriculture Insurance Company of India. But, even after seven years of its
operation, we have managed to cover only a small percentage of farmers. That
means, Sir, we have to change our approach and make crop insurance
mandatory.

Now, there is also a regulation that banks have to give a certain
percentage as loan to farmers. In the same way, we should make it mandatory
that all insurance companies -- now a lot of multinational insurance companies
have also come up -- allocate a certain percentage of their business to cover
crop insurance. If we can cover the farmers under the crop insurance, loans to
farmers «an be given against the insured amount without any collateral
guarantee. This would free the farmers from falling into the debt trap. There
should also be a system for punishing moneylenders who charge unreasonably
high rate of interest. This would protect the farmers from taking any drastic
step.

In spite of all this, in prolonged situations of droughts or floods, the
Government should step in with relief measures. | am proud to place on ,
record that the DMK Government, as soon as it came to power in May, one of
the first orders passed by the Chief Minister, Dr. Kalaignar, was the waiver of
farmers' loans to the tune of Rs. 7,000 crores. It is announcement, like this,
which offer hope to the farmers that there is someone to safeguard their
interests, and refrain them from taking any drastic step.

An excellent scheme, which will act as a safety net, is the National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, brought in by this Government under
Dr. Manmohan Singh. This is the most compassionate poverty alleviation
scheme introduced in Free India. We have to ensure that the roadblocks in its
implementation are removed and more districts are covered soon.

Again, in Tamil Nadu, our Chief Minister has announced that rice will
be made available to the poor at Rs. 2 per kilogram. It is these types of
measures which can alleviate the poverty, and it should be implemented
nationwide.
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Sir, we talk of suicide by farmers. There is a psychological factor also
in it, which we should study. The cultural scenario in the villages has changed
dramatically over the years. In olden days, there used to be a song for
planting, a song for drawing water, a song for harvesting, so on and so forth.
The entire atmosphere was different. There used to be more support from the
community and nobody would think of suicide. Over the period of time, the
situation has changed. The Government should look for ways and means to
revive the old culture. These are things that we can do to provide a safety net
to the farmers so that they don't commit suicide. The other thing that we
should do is that we make sure that they come up in the society. It is also the
political aspect. Nobody can ignore the farmers any more. The last
parliamentary elections and some of the State elections have proved that if
farmers are not happy the Government will not return to power. So, it makes a
political sense to enable the upward mobility of farmers. It also makes
economic sense. Our economy is booming at 8 per cent. It was started by a
boom in a very small sector, that is, the IT and BPO. This sector grew and
spent money on buying houses, buying cars, buying white goods and
spending on entertainment. It has created a boom in the variety of industries.
Imagine, Sir, if more than 70 per cent of our population had more disposal
income. What would happen to our economy? The economy, | am sure, will
grow at double the speed and India would take its rightful place on the top of
the world as economic superpower. So, we should ensure that farmers get
more money by maximising the profit from *he farm operations.

Sir, enhancing the quantum of the M.S.P., year after year, has not
effected enhancement of the farmers economic or social position.

'Minimum' is the keynote of the system, which has yielded only a
minimum benefit, which is the barest minimum for the unbearable ills in the
lives of farmers.

A study by the Tata Institute of Social Sciences has found that over a
period of 8 years, from 1996 to 2004, the cost of cultivation has outstripped
the minimum support price by a big margin, for example, 38 per cent for paddy
and 47 per cent for wheat. So, we have to completely modify the procurement
price and revise it upwardly immediately so that farmers are able to, at least,
retrieve the cost of cultivation. In addition, there should be a mechanism for
the procurement price to change from season to season and region to region,
based on the cost of cultivation. The cost of cultivation is not enough to the
farmers, there should be more
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measures to maximise his profits. One of the best ways to do this is to do
away with the middleman. Again, | would like to say with some pride Dr.
Kalaignar came out with a very novel idea of Ulavar Sandhai, means, Farmers'
Market. He created Farmers' Markets in all the towns, where farmers could
take their produce and the consumers could buy directly, thus, completely
leaving the middleman. An additional concept was that farmers could bring
their produce through the State Transport Corporation buses plying on their
routes. It helps to maximise his returns better. Sir, the Government must
seriously look into this proposal and try to implement it nationwide. It is an
excellent scheme.

Sir, another thing to look at is contract farming. It is in its nascent
stage in India. But this, again, plays the role of bringing the farmer and
consumer closer to each other. While we promote contract farming, we should
also bring safeguards for farmers so that they do not get cheated by the
corporate entities. We should provide legal safeguards for the farmer. And
when we promote contract farming, we should also make sure, that the
indigenous seed varieties do not become extinct by the domination of new and
hybrid varieties. A caution also must be taken to ensure that the soil structure
is not damaged by rampant use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides. Keeping
these cautions in mind, | think, the Government should promote contract
farming in a large way. The Government is already encouraging the food
processing industry which also has an important role to play in linking the
farmers to the final consumers in the domestic as well as international
markets. If we can encourage the food processing industry, in the next ten
years, our food production can double and we can become a leading food
supplier of the world.

We have cold storage facilities for only ten per cent of our fruits and
vegetables. It is estimated that 20 per cent of our food is wasted because of
lack of proper storage facilities. The Government should encourage the
setting-up of cold storage facilities also. The Government should also develop
protocols for storage and processing food. When all these food-processing
Industries grow, the Government should also ensure coordination among the
farmers, industrialists, bankers, insurance companies and the scientists. They
should form coordination committees to ensure proper coordination between
all these sectors. The Government can also help by minimising input costs,
and, thereby, making farm operations more profitable. Sir, again, it is
pertinent to point out that Dr. Kalaignar

321



RAJYA SABHA [23 August, 2006]

announced free power supply for all agricultural connections in the year 1990.
More such incentives are needed for farmers.

The interest rates have been reduced, and there is scope for further
reduction.

Apart from these, in the long term, the Government has to invest in
irrigation projects. Sir, a lot of coastline land has become salty. The ground
water has become salty, and the only way to remedy the situation is by
bringing big irrigation projects and water to these parched lands.

Again, spending on research and education has to increase. Other
countries have gone way ahead of India in terms of productivity and yield. And
after research, we have to provide the information effectively back to the
farmers. Maybe, the Government can run 24-hour channel just for agriculture
in all regional languages to provide the information back to the farmers. So, all
these require investments. ...(Interruptions)... The investment in rural
development sector has steadily decreased over the last five decades, and it
is now only 5.9 per cent of the GDP whereas 70 per cent of our people depend
on agriculture. Sir, this trend has to be reversed and we should allocate more
and more money to this sector and we are sure to reap the social, economic
and political benefits. In conclusion, | hope all the suggestions brought forth by
the Members today can be taken up, with a sense of urgency, so that we not
only create a safety net for farmers, but also help them to shine in our society.
Finally, let us hope that weather gods are benign and bring a bountiful harvest
this year. Thank you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): It was his maiden
speech, but he has brought out some new good points.

"KUMARI NIRMALA DESHPANDE (Nominated): Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, | won't repeat what my friends have already said. | would just like to make
a basic point that suicide by farmers is like an alarm bell. It seems that
something is basically wrong with our whole agricultural policy, for the last few
decades. May | just draw the attention of the hon. Minister -who himself is an
agriculturist and, also, | would say, a true representative of the farmers- that
the Mother Earth is in tears? All over the world, a kind of consciousness has
developed that we should not exploit the Earth but try to do agriculture in such
a way that the Mother Earth will bless all the children, and that is called, in one
way, organic farming or we have given it a name, non-violent agriculture.
The fertility of the soil is being depleded
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slowly and is being lost because of too much doses of chemical fertilizers,
pesticides and insecticides. This is a whole cycle. May | just draw your
attention to the important book 'Farmers of Forty Centuries' by Dr. King,
about more than 100 years back? An agriculture expert, Dr. Howard,
was sent by the British Government to teach new agricultural practices to the
Indians. When he came to India, especially to Indore, he found out that there
was hardly anything he could teach. There was much to learn from the Indian
farmers and that is exactly what Dr. King had said: "the farmers of forty
centuries like Indians and Chinese have maintained the fertility of the soil for
40 centuries." But now, within a short period, that is being depleted. So, we
have to change the whole style of farming and going back to the nature, use
all bio-fertilizers like gobar, vermicompost, and like that. If we shift to that, we
will find that farmers will not have to invest much in farming; they can be self-
sufficient. So, there is a whole cycle. If organic fertilizers are given to the soil,
plants will become healthy; if plants are healthy, pests don't attack them—
then, you will not require pesticides and insecticides - and if humans eat those
grains, they will also become healthier. So, right from the soil to human being,
there is a cycle and this has to be taken into consideration. Let us apply our
minds to these basic concepts and take to organic farming, or, the non-violent
agriculture. And, last but not the least, in New Zealand, Mr. Peter Proctor has
formed a society for organic farming and he has also developed a new
technique called cowhom manure. | won't explain it now, because there is no
time. When he was asked by Indian Scientists as to how did you learn that; he
said, well, | learnt it from your Vedas. In Atharvaveda, there is a kind of
technique which explains how to use it. And, with a few grams of that cowhorn
manure, you can provide fertilizer to one hectare. It has been studied by many
farmers, and even in India, there are small, small pockets where all this is
being practised. So, 1 would like to request the hon. Minister to give a serious
thought to the problem of retaining the fertility of the soil, which in turn, will
make the farmers to pay less for fertilizers; then there is a healthy soil, healthy
plants, healthy human beings and peace in a healthy society. Thank you.

7} &. 1. A0TT (HUITEH) : AR, SU U8l (b H $& qic], § NPT YH[IIR §
{3 SO Je1 ATt & fTQ g | I8 ART ggel WIvYT 8 SR g-a TSl & 4= g9
EIGRIRCRGIES

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): I[f it is your maiden
speech; then, | will not control you; rather you should exercise self-control.

323



RAJYA SABHA [23 August, 2006]

SHRI K.B. SHANAPPA: Sir, | will always be under your control;
nothing to worry.

HeISY, I B! a0 I8 & [ H 37911 ugell Wi fFAMI BT I U= o
%81 §,Sdfd §+ A1 A1 {6 I8 R P §91 b T § $B JaRIeld bl | 27 H
TR & IR, H A1 & IR H, I 4T IR § SF BIA I &, S a1 H 3791
AN BT, A BT 39 91 BT & b 59 <9 BT SN =11 7, Ry Y et
TETGR Y] 7 ST ST, 57 {1 3 GabiRT T SR i 91 <21 # 4G &1 88l
$ M F YHR 94 ¥, % 99 3 & @, but what jiappened to him all of a
sudden? Up to nineties, he was very well 2ifth1 SIj1 &) fhare wfRee™ # T &fk
I8 | o 6 g3 SATRT IR BRAT §, IFDh HUR qI5T 961 o1 | S-91
SREATZOIYN Fodl AT, fha & Hux 9157 ff SI1eT 981 171l 98 I1edT o 879+ forw
fore U B T AT, BT 110 BRIS BT JAEET BT A AT SHBI <G A7 | gl T8
WG BT FRIATS B Il AT, Ah ST & Ao el HRUAN T 1Y, TSI-9S] GG
BT H < H N1 T8, Hided Hhag o1 311 T8, I9d] I8 $Hel 141 {h g7 Sl U Ths
H R fdaed SR farerd &1, S Uh Uhs H 8 fdacd e aad 8l,39d! 8 faed
BT ofTerd feawgmar a7 iR 98 8 faaed drerd & @efl a7 | W), fhae Sl ;R Y@, I8
T U HIfSTH Yare 91T TRIT, i h oS BIS-BIC BRAN & 81 ¥ fodl 718 | BleT
HRAR ATSIC &1 AT S UiidedR ofaR off, a8 ¥} 3R &1 ATSIT 81 718 3MR 1998 & dT8
farmers started dying. SH®! A R & BIaT AT, S9 SIT 41 &I foram o S9!
TE a9 el BR qpl, f Aehqfg TSI Ped &, g8 dgd1 7141 So, he continued to
face it, as a result of which, he was forced to commit suicide¥R, g &1 d1d &
{3 SIS ST T W) YT 8, 60 Y DI JATSIET F I18 W ISP IR H Plg B el a1
STAGTE |

A IRE TR ST §AN AT ¢q d1ex & TForeld & 9 g¢ fFae €,
PHAICH P AR ZA qaTe] 79 T3 AR O B fagH # were w31 S 3,750 BRIS w9 &
Uehsl 1 BT B, HrTcH BT fharT S THY 3MYD! IR% < I8 AT | 98 AT 8T AT
b 191 Yy 530 Sft T8t | et d1 deicd MY, A BAcd B oI I8 37
YS9 H Il Y | AR, §99 Nl BAICd H 916 31 TS &, W AR IR ZEXEIG Uq BAed J
13 37TS AR 59 W Al JorTia, SR, qreddie, [aaw g IR &3 7 Afdd 916
3Ts, <IfepT H I AT o6 F81 0R qIRT E] §5,UR 916 SI90R 3715 | HERTS P DT
R # Ryat a1Rer g8, difeit ik IOl S99 999 | excess water has been
released 3R I Gey¥1, HeamHT, W1 AR HH1 AT & fFIR & g @ a8 4

gIMWI

AR, H AMIP] U BIS! W RUIE qaM1 A18d1 § | 81 &1 # 981 & ST 9%
fferex ok Ao ffey e Sferem drax a1 &, S=iF I 9 |Tdl &
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I off 981 R JH gaTl 2, IUHT |RT I TR B AT | Pl el 2 59 916
W 229 SIHAR AR T &, 104 AR BT ST 718, 88,000 hectares of land have been spoiled.
fFAT ST 31fdIe INTIH B | BAlcd Bl GXPBR AU ATehd & Golad o ora1 4 &
Topa off, a8 S T | 981 6 Wed FHIW B 1, bridges have collapsed. Crops

have been spoiled and they have come to the Central Government to seek
their help. So far, they were expecting that the Government of India would
come to their rescue. Wfd 3ATIH I8 U HAICH DI AR JRepel H TS 7S © |

JTST 31U 37T YN | STTHY 100 BRIS WYY BT EYU[T Y, HERTS BT I 200 HRIS B
HBIYAT &1, lfhT BAR I&T TR 1 1,400 RIS WYY BT JHA 3T, ISP Ja9[a 84 U
ot Ty 121 fer wmam |

Sir, | don't want to go into the politics, T&f T & ®Ig TSI BT I &1
PR VBT §, il § a1 312 BTl b a8l U= |l Ush ARPR & Sl YOI $I TR 2 |
g 9! 2 {5 981 W fAeligell wvaR 2, <if T agt o1 feam o g=ft <wr &1 farm 2,
BT IR 4} ST Ud HIeT BT JhAT g & |

TR, BN [Ad! 7ol § YRR 19 6T T Aol 2, T8t IR agf?T & a8 |
15 QI W1 S <rell T | 89 A1 61 I8 9 fb U 90 H i WRBR PICd bl ARBR
BT 1 S AR 3T Y& §Y e 31Tt g Iwfie 2 5 a1ra et wag o forg o1 |

UG WY B H UH 91d AR W HE1 Aredl g, § SMudT Sare1 WHY T8l ol
FIIfh Ugel B 7 de faa1 & & sreae S a1 €St A Ugel § 19 97 DI FHIG HR ST |
H ST U BICT AT RRT T TS § | HAICDd H 2001 A I A T 8,578 ATcHSAT
P HRAST FTHT 3T &, 3778 T H 1,926 AT AT & 3N HERTE H 983 HH 317U &,
Afe FAfcd BT 1d aF Ta W I o) 7eg 721 fireft © | swferg W=, § o wremw &
I =Tedl g & let us not play politics in the matter of farmers' suicide.

PE & o 9gd A1 a1 8, <fp § SR 31fdres IRT 78T <=7 =rean § | dfe
feg faoT 9 ore & fPd & IR H U& &fd @ 51 919 ford] 18 & —<soics faeler,
JffferaR MeelBr ot U UIgH B, 9,91 3128 oW 1dT & I8l IR dierd gV, "Il fares the

land, to hastening ills a prey; where wealth accumulates, and men decay.
Princes and lords may flourish, or may fade; a breath can jnake them, as a
breath has made. But a bold peasantry, their country's pride, when once
destroyed, can never be supplied." Thank you.

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSH I: Thank you, very much, Mr.
Vice-Chairman, Sir. | rise as a very morose -and sombre person. As you know
and as the Minister for Agriculture knows, the fact that for the last fifteen years
two farmers have been committing suicides practically every

325




RAJYA SABHA [23 August, 2006]

hour is a matter of personal tragedy for me. It is not just a social tragedy or a
movement's tragedy, it is a personal tragedy for me. The fact that in my region
of Vidarbha, the Prime Minister himself went supported by so many eminent
economists and could not forge a solution that could give the farmers hope
enough to, at least, postpone the decision of suicide by a couple of hours or by
a couple of days is personal tragedy for me. Thirty years back, we launched
the first farmers' movement in India after the Green Revolution. The Green
Revolution had increased the productivity of agriculture by 10 to 15 times and
farmers had reached a state where the more they grew, the less they got and
that was when the farmers' movement began, and we took an oath, Sir, saying
that we will secure for the farmers remunerative prices, the full reward for his
toil so that he can lead a life of self-respect and happiness exactly like any
other citizen in this country. So, | admit and confess that | have failed because
25 years after | took that oath, for the first time, | find that the whole of India is
strewn with bodies of the farmers who found it impossible to make a living and
had no hope that their conditions will be any better. Sir, in 1960s, Lai Bahadur
Shastri's slogan of Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan' and the accompanying Green
Revolution started two processes - the Jawan went on the war front, sacrificed
himself and became a martyr; the farmer on the food front tried his best to
contribute to the foodgrains production in the country. The Green Revolution
happened; the productivity increased. But, at the same time, the Government
failed to see that for his added effort he would get an adequate reward. While
the productivity grew, while the production grew, the farmers were not able to
even cover the cost of production and it is this wound which has gangrened
over 50 years. This is a policy was followed regularly over the last 50 years.
We don't need to find out whether the BJP Government did it or whether the
Congress Government did it. All that you have to see is during which period
was the farmers' subsidy negative. If that was negatived, that means that
Government is guilty of farmers murder. If they imposed negative subsidies,
they are also guilty of that murder. The simple index is, did you have a
negative effort or a positive effort. Sir, C. Subramaniam, for the first time,
pointed out that with the Green Revolution, farmers have to be given an
adequate remuneration. He appointed an Agricultural Prices Commission that
was his creation. Sir, for the first five years, the Agricultural Prices Commission
did succeed in giving comfortable prices to farmers which resulted in not only
agricultural growth in Punjab, but even industrial development in Punjab. But
after those five years were over and after Indira Gandhi became the Prime
Minister,
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systematically, and | request the Minister for Agriculture to check it up, the
Chairmanship of the Agricultural Prices Commission had been given to a
Leftist who was, to start with, against the farmers, calling them kulaks,
etc. It is the appointment of Leftist Chairmen which resulted in farmers
getting inadequate prices.

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY (Karnataka): Sir7'he is referring
to Shrimati Indira Gandhi.

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: Why is he interfering? He can
talk afterwards.

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: You cannot criticise Shrimati
Indira Gandhi.... {Interruptions)...

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: I am not conceding.
SHRI AJAY MARQOQ: Sir, Mr. Poojary should address the Chair.
SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: You cannot...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Please, Mr.
Poojary.... {Interruptions)...

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: After the death of Pt.
Nehru... {Interruptions)...

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: Shrimati Indira Gandhi gave land
to farmers.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Mr. Poojary,
please....(Interruptions)... That is enough. Mr. Joshi, please come to the point.

SHRI SURENDRA LATH (Orissa): Sir, hon. Member should
address the Chair.

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: | am not conceding.

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: Shrimati Indira
Gandhi.....(Interruptions)...

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: It is a gangrene wound for the
last 50 years....(Interruptions)... | stand by every word that | have spoken.

Nt wgaRmEr gifoy : ERRT T $ Racr T dTel TS T 99 ©
..(TIEM)....
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SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAQO JOSHI: | would advice you to do some
studies.

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: What the hon. Member has said about
Indiraji is contrary to the truth...(Interruptions)... It was only during Indiraji's
time that there was the Green Revolution in this country. | know his
sentiments. He is criticising the Left without....(Interruptions)... He is doing
injustice to the farmers...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAQO JOSHI: Sir, | will complete the sentence
that it is a gangrene wound....(Interruptions)... am not conceding.
...(Interruptions)...

i e TR : SUAHTEAE Heled, H I8 IIRIY HRAT AR (b 5 v
TR 1 €SI 3@ §U, B9 AN U F3ffed &1 | 19+ a1 3% | ... (FaEmH). ..

3ft YRE MG SRl : TN G I WEd AT Bl STxd T8l © |
..(TAET)...

£} ¥e TR ¢ SR Sl Ul S 8, S SufkiSe 8, A $UdAT S HaT @
RIS A I o | ... (g ). .

it frspe ot < 9=, A #30 Sft @ g e § 6 o aari f6 gud
RAT ARS8 2 ... (FGEM)....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Please, take your
seat. Mr. Vikramiji, your leader is speaking.

ST YA RIS (A0 9Q90): SUHIEIE Sfl, 3RT ARl B U9 © |
. (TAYF).. .U 71 FIeH Sl IRE1 4 89 N I81 <@ 78 § [mifermie 3 fede
Airaer ST Al AT 1 8, offh <l Uet Bl Udl a1 a1 81 11 2 P g9 Bls
TR JTATET W) T el Bl © | I8 IH1 3RHC 7, Fo79 S wic &l S e §
3T 3R #3405t & Fel % 590 a1 @1 ST B AT | ... (FaEH). ... IT61 I8 AHAT
21 ...(HAY)...ITP] I8 NS © | ... (JAIH)....

it fasps qAt : o1 S0 ARE W BN 2 ... (EU)... ) IR @S 8l O © |
.. (TFE)....

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: | have said....(Interruptfons)...
i} A AT RIS : SUGHTEE S, ... (FaEH)....

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY : When he is telling something....
(Interruptions)...

328



[23 August, 2006] RAJYA SABHA

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Please, take your
seat ...(Interruptions)... See, this is an important discussion. We have no time.
There are about eight more speakers. Now, | will see through the records. If
there is anything objectionable, it will be deleted.

STl AT TR : R, A_T IE! LT FT U 2 | If there is anything
objectionable. T 39 faafia &= fean Sy, Hadr S 7 %1, fayg faenfia &=
F NG A E |...(AIAUM)... TR T TSI BT & ... (FIH)....

o R =R : 7 pad del 6 A aufioTe weal &1 swiHTd fhar w2
2l...(FauM)....

i} it GO TRTS 37 SR 7Tief) 21 91 A oI B L (FauT). ..

it R = ;6 T2 per B Al sufee vl a1 swiHTe fha 8
.(FAYF)... IR FIRT 1 F IBH Wed @I BRIAE H W T8 foram ®
..(TAYH)... I AT B DI ... (TALH). ..

ST AT T@RToT: 37T STaRT e 2res 7 A1 sM3ifed B, S ey e
I 7 IR B, T IR-TATSAH & | b ITab! RIAT B ATATAAT B BT Ufcres Bl
ABRE | ...(FIEH)...

2} G TR : 7 FIET 2Ted BT ST [BAT B | ... (FAIM)..... HIAGT BT
& PIg UTe 81 & I ... (FIIH). ..

S YA RIS : A BRFS] SH, O Al ATATT HR BT AR <1
JIEN ? ... (FAYH). ..

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Sushmaji, you made
your point. Now, you take your seat.

Y T YA TR AT PR BT ATBR & AT T81 AT g8 I 7 Fe 84 ?
..(TAY)...

it IRE ARG SN : AR, A T BT, DI A ... (JALH)....

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: Sir, | am on a point of order.
...(Interruptions)... Sir, it is 238A. ...interruptions)... Sir, the question is not that
it is against the party, it is the criticism of the former Prime Minister who is no
more. Why should he criticise?...{Interruptions)....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Mr. Poojary, | have
already given the ruling. ..(Interruptions)... | will go through the records and if
there is anything objectionable, | will expunge it. ..(Interruptions)...

329



RAJYA SABHA [28 August, 2006]

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: Sir, she is no more.
..(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): | have given the
ruling, please. Please sit down. ..(Interruptions)...

SHRI SURENDRA LATH: Sir, we have a right to criticise.
..(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): | have already given
the ruling. ..(Interruptions)...

i} SETRIET Svel : 3779 ATV | ... (FFEH)....
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): | have already given
the ruling. ..(Interruptions)...

ST GOAT @RI ¢ BH Q1 ST | WS B gafery © b STen! Trelres o |
..(FAUT)....TH A1 AT ST =1 AT b &9 ST M= B 3R SfTATaT 3TaH
He eI Bl | ... (TIEH)....

Syqurend (MRS HREA): guAr SfY, a9 9fST | ...(=@uM)... | have

already given the ruling. And, if there is anything objectionable, it will be
expunged. ..(Interruptions)...] will go through the records. Mr. Pani, please
take your seat. ..(Interruptions)...Your Leader is speaking.

# YI=5 1S : AT FAY, D A B A & P fpfeamsst 7E1 o= dad ?
...(TFEF)....

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: You are great people.
..(Interruptions)... You praise her. Don't criticise her. ..(Interruptions)... Today,
she is not..(Interruptions)...

iRt o @IS ST WS e e € Al 9 ufsd e &l Al @l
JATArET TE 8RN 2 ...(FAEM).... 37751 4fSd A8% o [l &) airares 781 g ?
o (FFET)..... TR Q97 UR =Tl A1 XIS [T &, 91 a1 il Bl 3fTelrar el
Ef 7 ...(auT).. 39y aifds ST 9 < AE R 2 ... (FWauH).... Ufed g% @
AT @7 aAretram Wt erfl, sfwch Sfa=T wieh 1 il 1 srrelrem 9 89 g4 ferg &
ST fque # .. (EYH)...3FR < UR RS BRd Bl Al ANTAT DY AT BRAT
PI...(FGYUM)...3FR < W IS B 81 A1 9fTuer b1 I8 AfDR 31 & a8 sy
el Y siTetreT B e |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): s Sff, 3mq §feg |
Mr. Joshi, you please continue. ..(Interruptions)...
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SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: That is what you don't know.
..(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Mr. Joshi, please
come to the point of farmers' suicide. ..(Interruptions)... Mr. Poojary, please
take your seat. ..(Interruptions)...

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: You follow the rules.
..(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARAJ: We are following the rules.
..(Interruptions)... THS! A IS 7 FATRA |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Please take your
seats. ..(Interruptions)... Mr. Joshi, you please come to the point. The issue is
suicide committed by farmers. You are a well-experienced leader of farmers
with lot of knowledge. Give your suggestions rather than going astray from the
main point.

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: Sir, | am giving the suggestion
but | have to do the diagnosis. How can | give the prescription without
diagnosis? What | said, Sir, is whether the Government was good to the
farmers or not, can be examined by an objective criterion, i.e., whether during
that period, the AMS was positive or negative. | gave a very positive criterion.
You can examine it. And, then, | said, all this period, the AMS was negative.

Finally, Sir, | came to the conclusion that the gangrene wounds of the
farmers over these fifty years are now expressing themselves in the form of
suicides. Now, | will come to the prescription as to what has to be done, and,
these are very concrete suggestions. | think, what the Prime Minister could not
achieve in going to Vidarbha, you will be able to achieve that, if you show the
necessary courage.

Firstly, providing additional credit is not going to help. When the
Prime Minister declared from the Red Fort that the supply of credit has
increased from Rs. 87,000 crores to Rs. 1,68,000 crores, a senior officer of
NABARD was declaring that not only the refinancing has come down, but the
cooperative banks are also not giving loans at seven per cent because they
have certain apprehensions about the policy of seven per cent. At the same
time, Sir, they expressed the doubt that even though the amount had
increased, the number of beneficiaries had not increased. That means that the
same people were getting the new loans as well. Now, if this is the
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situation, additional credits are not going to help the farmers. On the other
hand, additional credits will get them into further indebtedness.

The second thing, Sir, it is a finding of a very respectable body that
40 per cent of the farmers want to leave the agriculture because they find that
it is no more possible to live in it. And, | had made a suggestion that most of
the farmers, and this is something that | am prepared to convince the farmers
about; if the Agriculture Minister shows the courage, the farmers, even though
they talk of the black mother, the mother earth, etc., in fact, whenever they get
an opportunity, they quit agriculture. They vote by feet. | think, what should be
done is, as happened before the Green Revolution, the farmers got a chance
to quit because of the tenancy legislation, because of the Ceiling Act, etc.,
they have to be given some kind of a vent out, a kind of a golden shake hand,
a voluntary retirement scheme by developing a land market where the farmers
can offer land for sale and those who think they can do better in agriculture,
can purchase the land and come in. That is going to be the best "solution for
giving a ray of hope to the farmers.

Thirdly, Sir, talking particularly about Vidarbha, | have said that the
accentuating cause in Vidarbha has been the joining of Vidarbha, for political
reasons, into Maharashtra. That has resulted into a cotton monopoly scheme
which has resulted in a very massive exploitation of the cotton-growing
farmers in Vidarbha and diversion of irrigation funds from Vidarbha to south
Maharashtra on the pretext that if that water is not saved, it will go to
Karnataka or Andhra Pradesh. | think, Sir, if the present Government makes
an announcement, it is already talking about Telangana, that they will also
give serious consideration to the separation of Vidarbha, that itself will be a
good signal, and | can say that we will stop most of the suicides. (Time-bell)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Please conclude it
now.

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: Okay, Sir. | am glad that the
Minister for Agriculture's party has already given a sort of green signal to the
idea of Vidarbha, provided the people support it. And, | hope, ultimately, it will
result in the formation of a separate Vidarbha. On that day onwards, Sir, | give
a guarantee that there will not be a single suicide in Vidarbha.
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One more thing, Sir. Prepare a help line network so that the farmers,
who feel desperate, can contact you and then go and contact them. Don't pay
them Rs. one lakh after they are dead. Go and contact them and find out what
precisely are the problems of that family and try to resolve them.

Last but not the least, don't pay compensation for people who
commit suicide because that actually encourages suicides. People find that if
they get money, then, it is worthwhile committing suicide, and, at least, rest of
the members of the family will live happily. And, there is a doubt that, at least,
in some cases, the old people may have been disposed of and shown as
suicide. This is a very dangerous precedent, Sir, and, | think, encouraging
what is, in law, a crime. (Time-bell) Giving them Rs. one lakh as
compensation is bad in law, bad in morals. And, | hope the Minister for
Agriculture will review the situation and will take some positive steps that will
put an immediate halt on suicides. Thank you, Sir.

SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Sir, | am grateful that you have given me the
opportunity. | hope that you will not intervene.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): You have to complete
in five minutes.

SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Sir, | come from Vidarbha.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Okay, okay, you can
take a little more time.

SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Sir, 3< g Sl =4l &l I8! ¥, farmers &
suicides & Hg H, 39 Y B AR & ? 39 oY Y IRy R=1ER 8 31 39R1
BIgd i RFHER 8, Rl 9918 4 siicfsqiiy 81 381 © 2 H fader & S ol |
Heud g o5 g8l W wige ey a1 wrew ffives wee & el gaige @ e
3L T, Fifeh T 9gd AR 4l il &, TE WIg-14 | W & | 89 AN I8 A &
5 a5 Y | Fafdd 5,3 1 fawg 2 &R gaR fAs1 St diaes 1 {6 Wa ik a8 |99
ol IP T T, TR & VA1 o1l & b P iy U a1 2 3R s gadt ard 2
| FERETE, A SN 3T BTG B R 2, 599 AT off 9ga 7ol ard &cft 2 ok a8 i
TA.3LY. Bl Tad Al @1 gore A G B srEsn w1 Riafier dre] g ©
...(Interruptions)... ... (Fag™)..... ... (Interruptions)...T.SL.Y. & ITad =,
fepar foRIe il Y aoTe A BT BT Sl Rl % BT 8,39 BHR YLTHE
W YT HA & I W e T8I a2 § | ...(Interruptions)... ... (FFgM)....

...(Interruptions)...
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it WEARM I : TASIY & 7Y H fha1 3R o7 3R Uy & 997 |
fha R 2 | ... (FaET). ..

H1.ITEAHT 3 : SR AT I H ST BIATS | ... (). 3R 1 91 4 &8Il
2 1...(TIgM)... I &7 R o1 7 fawrs <, emaR a1 916 A 21 fawr < |

37t SEARTIO 9101 : 379 foheT=T 3R BIF1,UE TSV | ... (FIEH)....
Syawrerd (A .9.HREe): fiRex wifdr, amg 9f3g | Please don't waste

time.

ot faoTa 510 S=f : SUwaTETet Heiey, 1Y 5% a1 ° g9y § T fhfeRey
BT B BRAT ARG | 59 § AU a1 P8 8T g Al I 8/ S}iod a1 8l @ § ?
..(TIEM)....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Don't interrupt like
this. We have very limited time.

3t fIsa S0 TSt : IR TP PN 9T < 8 | SqD! Pl SITGRT BT 75
RTRT AT 37t Y IT7al H BT © | I8l 3 W 65 URrerd A BN A1 Y J HafRa
IR F IS §U © [P TN IUQ H HY & U FITS FRIER 8, S IR-49R &7
BIT ST RET 8, 0R] NS PV AR fHa SH1 B 8Terd ofdd 1R & | TR, TR &R
Bl | S9T1 GaAT (AT $9 PHax B9 & (b 98 NI PR & 8, ST A PeT AT b
IE IHEAT P BT B, I8 9@ DI AR © | §9P folg By Aify RieeR & ar
i T @1 1R 2 a1 SHP! S 31 STo7d © | 5191 3741 89K Udh QI o dal fh
TS & i H3l SILHwuIHR Sff = St fifcral a8i U= TS ®, I¥eh1 Y ST
P ST AR, oFR 9% 9edd 81 I 2 4§ 5T Wl gRlHe e 841 91y | 3R
HS! IR TR STei Al T§ UK & b [HAMI DI HOIRRT 1990 & S & d1& dg+11 Yo
8% 3lIR1991 T& Hadl 25 TR A BoiaR o | g AT H 379 J§ AT TePR 60
IRIeTd T U5 718 © | HERTS H I8 AT 60 TTerd € 3fiR i gaer # 70 Ui & 8iR
GBI USTd H U8 AT BT 65 TRTeId 21 59 9801 g8 HoiaR] $ T HIRIT 27 2003
d g1 RBI @1 RulE & g World Bank & g&i&dl & HRU BIC 3R Allel
Pl B AXBRT 96 3R FedR! A3l F Fo1 e fR-4R H9 g1 T | I8
FRU11990 H 15.9 I | HESHR 2003 ¥ 9.8 TR X8 7T € | $9 BRYT BIC 3R Heilel
foaT private moneylenders % U ST+ &1, STifds 40 TRrera a1 I94 1 31fdre sarst
AT & | S Tk 3MTST BAR S H AG IR PRIS (AT HIHR o1 4 g gU & |

WHR 7 9 QM H $H39 IO gY, < & aR Al MY U,
HERTS, FHicd MR HXa 31 Rrel # S i g Rret €, ST g1 3R 1% forg
% special rehabilitation package 71 &1 SV &1 2 | T TSl Tehol HERTSS
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& a5 & 6 7l # g9, T, AR, DI, JASHI 3R AR H A1 [HaT 2 |
YE 3750 BRIS WAY T Yol 3 long-tern measure & IeTdl, ST HIGETT JRd
Pl & folg AWeRT &, 98 ©, 217 PRIS WU| B TS § P AT 38D A1 8 1275
FRIS BT 741 credit inflow & | TR=g I§ T Iod © b I8 foha fhaml & fofg I8
e 2 157 9 fral #§ 17.5 org fHam 7, 1 1275 dRIe WUY &7 0T 7285 WUY &
foram & f2 QAT 8, 11 {6 71 & aR1aR 2 | 39 3TelTdT 39 Yoot 3 3 fhaal & forg,
T8 private moneylenders ¥ &Sl of T 8, I foy B I 781 & 1 98 Wi @ 4
3 ® o5 fo1-fosami 7 suicide fham 2,981 private moneylenders & @&t fora ,
Sit {6 40 Tfcrera a1 U 21fdE TSt SR WA B, QAT UF 9 H U TR | BRA &
TS fTel # i1 ToT B &R 60 TRTeTd TF G ¥ 37TE € | I8 fBami & i g1 <1
ASTH 8 | 3R 31T &H AT ARGSIST HR W SN &, ol 5-6 U9 U= ol Sure a1
ST &, tfoheT el & fo1q 14 3 40 WRreTd T o1 =791 <11 Ul 8, AT $El BEDE 8,
BT NGB & 3R el JePRIec W T8l 2 |

IUFHIE HEIGY, 1 3IR Al &1 39 JhoT 3§ Rreh T8 & — vgan fvam o
B $ remunerative price 3R TERT fHATHT PI cash crop & 3Tl $& R I
& oY HIcATET HURT & support price I &I AT IMALIHAT & | H IRBR A HE]
aredl g b I faey & 6 el & fofg 712 HRIs w1 @11 /1% B 321, a1
HRBR GRT 7 e, $H A FH 50 AT 75 HIIRI F01 A1 T} B Fhell ? 3R g & 1Y,
@ frari & aga a1 e et 3R foram 717 R & St w61, g2 Y e 2 |

SUGHIRIE FEIGY, IS BN e AR 1 RIwTReT 3t 8 fF 2006-07 &1
A1e &9 “forarr a9 & w5 #§ 7914, Rt fhami & S 9 SERT faeary ter 8l a9 |
S 3N & 1egel Dr. M.S. Swaminathan U@ 984 &1 dIfdd IgMe g 3R 3!
SFEIETAT 4 Il HHT a1 B, I8 P MR fhaHI & e & forg ss weayqul g fay
g, o

1. ) ) uredt &1 GERA & forg 19w $Hed |

2. Water harvesting and Conservation 53 I 9T &1 9T+ 4amad &
AfABR T |

3. Credit Policy % ok T2 faMi @1 credit and insurance & IR #
ST HRAT |

4. Scientific “know how3iR field level “do how” @1 I Bl HH BT
(STUTEH IR T8 & 918 dD) |

4. R BT U B BT ST U et 8 3R 2eR BT SudRhT Sl B
S S U <1 8, 379 98 SATR1 B BI1 6, SHD] HH PHRATENT |
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g% A1-AT AT 7 National Rural Employment Guarantee Programme &1 4
SYIIT PR BT JeId AT 5 | 57 G RIBTR eI BT IRBR 637 T8- A <2l 8 3iR 576
3T & 1Y a1 e SBTY Y &, IS A A1 HT il A ST 218l & |

IUAHTEE HEIGY, 1993 ¥ 2003 & 914 1,00,248 fHA MM B b & |
faed & 39 a9 704 fPamT 7 TR &) ® @R 399 9 102 fPAE 7 PM % Relief
Package & €YU &=+ & 1€ ATHIRAT b 2 | I et UfeIfed IR o7 3 ET | |

Two minutes, Sir. Now, | am just concluding.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Please conclude.

it faorr 910 =<t : 579 9t 7 Private Money Lenders 3 &t foram o | gt
Th g ¥ MR B fh 39 &5 & 80 Uferd fowae Private Money Lenders ¥ &w oid
& 3R Public Sector Banks, Y &3 & dae 10 U &R Bl HaR HRad & | I W
BT U HR aTel fHT 31TST 7R XET § | 37T P BT Uh ATHIS T Tl I8 T B
P A AN 984 93 TS 2 AR ISR FH 81 718 & | ATl [T Bl HAd B Gel diod
T8l el | 8 IR HHA IR B ST 2, Ho BT g el ST &, IRAR BT HR0T-
TN Gehel H Bl U 2 3R fHAM 37U MMUd] dHR UTaR 3R & 37 gU 39 Sitad
DI GH B AT 8, T B ART FMHET HEd 2, AT & A Bl Sfias dadt <l
ufthal § T a1 S T B.... (g Pt EY)... Sir, give me just five minutes.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): No, no. Please
conclude in one minute.

SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: For whole day, | am sitting here. Give me just
five minutes. This is very serious § 9 &1 ufhal & fa & Sfia &1 10 Be

AT —

e A, e A, =S Eea Ry,
et 3R et o1 |t 9 <RIy |
IR fra g ad & o ... (Fmaegm). ..

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): | gave you more time
because you are from Vidarbha. But don't take too much time,

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Sir, maximum suicides are from his district.

SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Thank you, Sir. @i 8 gd g¢ fagf & fpari &
TR B SRIAT 3hel HERT H & Te1,21d] Tl § WRA B! Fad Fr el AR
T e &, aifh SA! Jol T 39 919 321 H g8 oy e} oft
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AT gEeT | R B S Al | G W G A 91 T8 DI S e,
I T8 TP BT SMHIHD BT AT AR Al B FRaR sy 94 [T 8 |
HId & B BT ITRT PR HH TS 1Y, A1 S 9 ! [IH- 8RS & 61d &% |iel
T ATell HUITOT BT TR &, Sl ISP A1 JSI §S ¢

TR, § 3MYD! Uh TSI d o1 A1 6 {5 ydR 4 I @1, 96 & dgpor
e & a18, 1aTe  UrgH fAfex & fafsie & 918 e Iger #9l, iR IS99 ®8l
AT &~ BT | THRT S 31 S H Sl loan 1 &, SH IR AAR TS &1 8 | I TR
THTI W] gl 4 & U fHam 1 Wil & A1 7l BR g8 BT g B & oy
T 9%, HT USRI A 1.50 ARI BUY BT Hol A7 | § U WS V8T §, el
TRBR B WS HIAT A1 6 I i bl a9 o TR F TolRaETS Rl ©
| ¥CT 9 3t AT BT AT USRI, dedd HICd, Tl TR H Jabrer faw] gars 4
P U fHAM 7 3roft 1 iR d& & HioR -1 39 R il # forg o, “ara simde! I ar
g FHTeT o1 275! AfiEfhde s My I[FAM 7 Hal, “H IS T8 ST |
R 4 54 €, g9 g8 4 Fprer 8,38 6 &1 Ram @1 saegedr 781 € 1 931
AfEfhde B < ? H 3BT 25-30 ARI HUY BT A SHIF R & w9 3§ < 81§ —
TR, 95 IR A §- “25-30 ARG U BT 74 S FRAT 79 87 § 3R 9
qrav(g 319 31 Hol 781 < 78 © 3IR B8 I8 o [F 39 |fcfhde das 3y 1, 54
QIS A1 91T | 590 fow I8 Hga b 9 R 4 gfax e St & s 4
STTe orY Sft, STt 98t 6 # 99 g €, 19 9 9T wrga & e 3, @1 3 <
F 99 H T & SR T8 SR I/ loans BT fIaRT fHT | 37751 89 AT IHHT 316
T 8 & o 9 TG T O, SRISTHIR Jdd 9, 3 37797 &H oAV SHBT R < 38 & foh
S TR fHAM &, SRISFIR gad o1, 9 31197 310 IRT W @S § | §9% forg aft &1
HaaTRNel BIFT ATeAd © | I IRIT S+ 13T | S8 39 <@l & ,g4(eg d 981 I
SIREH B A |

TR, YT H301 Sft <19 JaeHTel # oMY 9 iR o9 9 fhami & 99 uRarR 3 firer
o), Fife I81 W Fa ATST G Sd 8U &, S GHI AR+ 777 &1 off {6 py & A
P Pl I SIS dTel AGAI BIF AR | I8T IR HUTI Bl & | 3R 1 IR HI™
BIAT 2, A1 ISP A1 SN 8] AMRY, T & A IABI IS BT 1Y AT G
TS SSXCINT 81 A1V | ST 99 S84 717 &1 off f AR I8 R Th ¥ g
B TRy — quf-uqanrd-Aics oigd | 98 $9 & H 89 aTdl fhas Aigal e
RIAATRIAT & oTT ATSHels 99 Tl & | S A T H311 Sft 7 I 91 ff Bl off fp
H 3P HUR AT SGIT | ISP q1 T8 U= el AT 37 1] Fre Sff A7 1Y 1 3R ofg 9
I8 "o WY B oY | § =g 6 @i HHeE SH@! R & < | 98 R 98 $T {$
IE feasible TEI B THdT & 3R P T B4 &1 &, T 396 o7 SHBT 11 1
1T |

31 #,H 39 WY Bl FATG B gU T8T gl fh g J8i ' PURA
(Providing Urban Amenities in Rural Areas) @! &1 @l a1 &R 38 & | HH-9-HH
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8.00 P.M.
Pl BT 3M® oY BT 98 §F < &1 | 4R T BT fharT et ¥t SHieRY yerm & =g
ST g7 & 3R 73 faTas St &) 9 dfehai arg ot €

ATl bl frerd g9 Wi
R 9Tl TPl &

At 3 sfgal A frow fgr
SIS @ 31 faand &
REREIRIRENEER]

9 @S BT ST &
Hiferd a9 Jd Felall IR
I M S 98§

JATST S Teh DI TGl DY ST Bl 3R MU fHamii & 31Tg & g+, ol T8t
ARG SheTd H gl ST | =TS |

Y et R (@Ramom): Sueree S, 921 @Rl g9 a9 9 2 5 3 @'
$IY IOTIT 3R 59 IR I8 AT gt o1 b I8 fxpar o Sy | 7R #9) aafepeanelt
I 2 % 931 99 9 aReaR # <189 el X281 2, oifdhT I8 316l a1d 8 & A1+ IRS TaR
S 11 g BIHR §, 98 AR 48 A © |

AR, H U8 T AIed1 § [ AT [7a1 989 g, S 4 Qb 81 a1 o Rl off
5 I8 ART 54 A 3R FERTSE 1 8 | W3, I8 | I U © [ Sf$a1 H W YaIegz™
B AR ? 39 BRI SR G719 & fHAM Y 9 F WRd 3MSI1S gl &, doTd 9
BRITUM <=1 &1 bread basket 971 2,31R S digdl Ud & 14 # {6 AR <91 @1 iR
Bl 2, 9 BT 80 URC BRATUN 3R USIE 37T & | U919 31X Teid I & fh 39 Wi
P13 &1 781 X&1 & | WX, 371 9 I ST agitation USTE g gRATONH 81818 159
& U8el UR USTE & HeR 3T qIfaamie iR TH.UA.US. led by 5T gTer R1g a1ed
TET FOIIRT B MY & | AR ERATON F TSIl A8 BT TSl &R AT JoaR Y W& &
3 oITST &9 foF T &1 98 917 8T 81 R8T & | BN {51 e & &<TRI @l 8% IS
SIR-HdR TR 984 € | 9%, 39 awh wheat g paddy @ HI59d &1 < 99 9 WET ©
FIP g1 BT 99 | SUTET WIS g1 el 2, SAfIY TE FE T DI 2 |

TR, TP 91 3R it I &1 1S o 31t e & <A1aT St WY sRAmon g gore
& B & R IR 2 139 ah $fea1 # ST highest debt 8, a8 &R0 9 4S9 & A
P HIR B, oifP a1rot e N 989 g8, 9 # R afhwd § % dore 9 sRamon 4
S wferT Urdl €, TS 98 WHN & §F A Tl § 198 3R BT o SEZ A7 feex offdt
P ACS H ol ¥ 1 3o o ure | foharl &) et § efiex B,
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I8 TSI &R 81 8 | SAiTY ST g A1 7 S I I Wl el gam {6 ARy
I R TH H T ETeid © 2

AR, 14T suicide BT 1T B RET ol | BAR I8 EAT I5CH TAINTLT 3MH
ST & TIRAT A0 SO 7 UH 3nfEder BT § fh 59 WK A dSie & ORI AT WY
MU I Rb g s P IR A &I w8, ST A doE g
RO BT i @7 S|

AR, § SI-319 a1 g | AT BN 73 S, ST 8 USH B A BB 8, I
U] A1 a1l WAl 4 © 31k 39 GHY BRIV, IS19,Zou10 MR AT & F4 fhar TSt
BT TRW® W B 8, ol IR T8I §s © | 374 TP SRATVN H 50 TRHT rain FH B ©
o1 HIRoT U  RATOT 7 drought ®T AISHE prevalant 81 S ¥ b I8 & b o1l
S IS Wdl § WSl 2, I DI G DI STHRd 7 AR ISl 7 A | R, 31T 4o g
BRI # STl AT U ifEx &I Ulee™ 99 gl © | 981 3-3,4-4 & fastel T21 ol 7 |
AN P& & 1% Tl SFIe Ty, ffh I o [Ty fIsTell 781 & 1 3@ d 4i R AT MY |
U ST P U B, Wfh 59 Sl I U YR [HY AT SIoTd Bl U189 15 1 32 HUI 8
T AR ot B et Siee W R 2 1 R, 1l Ud a1 9d ST © 6 it e&iR
BIRITUM A U1 BT el A<l Il AT & | BHR AT P aTgd-AFeR 170 3 - U
J frHTeT & U A1t # 73 AR Ut i e T |1 S99 9 BT I8 o S R
A T 7, 7 YT 81 Wi U7X © | $97eT¢ I81 BT b submersibled T I8T &
T &) BT T oG BT 31Tl & Fifd everyone wants to save his crop. $9fTT I8
ERATUN T GG BT fHA 31U Pof R AT Hof B 3R Y YT TTHR 3T9T crop T2
BT &1 A% 39 | Il € b witeeer YFaraet, qiermr it <wr 4 49 YaieywE &1
AR AT 3R 1 92 F Y | BReAl 2, 1 89 B A, J4l I8 911 5 U el
189 P foTT 3 BOIR oflex U= I1fRT | One kilo of rice &wheat need three thousand liters
of water. 319 31T IATZY {5 ST U+ U1 == # foh=ar 1 fora1r @l B1eT 28Ik !
AMRTIAE ?

/R, 1afadt o1 ue |d g8 Y 31T 2 & during last five years STl increase in
input €, SA®H! BIRC 8 URNIT & | BHANI BT 3T TSR Sl 8 IRWE 931 &, lfh il
YTS¥ MO 1 &, I8 1 URAC 981 © | this is our comparison 3R ST Wa¥T 981 danger g,
o oIy @1 agriculture minister €, 39 I8 IRIT fF ST land ceilling ToTd 3R
BRI # off, 98 TS farmer & foIU 17 Tars Y | 319 IHH 918 3 SR M D! | 3@
Sl farmer € 98 small 3R marginal farmer BT TIT, $9P YN <Ieel URAT RIT BIdT 8- &1
TUdhsg a1 GiE Ths | oIeve 9d I8 © T 30-40 TR of the Punjab and Hariyana farmer
SIRCEEE] marginal farmer 3R small farmer 7 q, q @ﬁ 3 IR ST ]E %, i STh
U ST 3T 21T © o6 I Sy 317 iries Wifthe 31 12 &) Aahdl | 30 BIST
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BlfeST ¥ 31d Y31 I8 SR & b I8 I 4o 3fR SRATN 3YP! WA B PRI &
..(TT B} °EY)... 3R T8l W I8 AfTd BRAR et 11,1 69 a1 g [ &
THH TRT RTEF AT |

R, 31T eI A% HRAT | 3179 U A1 15 FFe <1 § iR &4 e e o 781 | §
a1 ST 3iR gRATen Bl RiYoic $RATE, S A g1 8 | 39 5 G4 J 19 H =l g9
TAE ...(FIEM)...

Syaured (. fepREe): difdg, difdy ... (FEE)...am" §iferg
..(FAF)... Siferg, ifery |

#f AR R : 9%, at least 314 UoTe 3iR gRamon &1 & IRV 1 H BIg
Tl A1 T8l BRI AR 7 81 H IR PRATE ... (JALH)....

Syawiend (N, AAFRIE): mu @feg  ...(F@E)...be  brief
...(JaYT)... just poits only ...(FAH). ..

o} aRered 92 : IR, SO 91 § I8 HE 1 A8 § [ 9/ BRER Bl g4
T & — 39 aw o ¥ 5 R R § sr@aRt # ve 7€ 9w o <& R,9% 2-
SIS eherT 31T I | AT U ST AT 1 &, U dIex BoG(HT 8 3R FART dlex
el ST ST RET 8 | T &7 Q1 3119 9 & <@l 81T {3 gTl o oY SIS Il R2 & | o1
g TS BN, 1 AR B U8 Ydred et <8 © f 3 wheat 31 rice 9 aTeR faferg |
H g8 deql aredl § & 59 ol 39 Wil W MUl Sl shortage of wheat in
procurement §s ©, [STA®! g8 | 314 import of wheat &R & &, I 31T IHHT &1
RIY 5 3R 78 AES o1 SR Tt @1 fosr A Ryara 7S & iR 1S a1 7181 € 781
I It should to avoid that 3T HR¥AR BT G IGAT T |

# U a1d SR S fF 519 W 89 BIS YRS 7 2, Tl 9 G A &
oY 9F9-999 &3 @RI €, B9 98 |9 TR 1T € 5 I i s aR wigd g, 31
I FI TE MRS FRA ? 9 A T BT § S O MRiRdie & 91 fAerar g |
ol BRAR B I firet 3R fdt &1 =12 firer | 7 frfes g A fasch o fos <t
<1 2,921 & 31 ¥ U8l S9! as production price announce HRY | 3T HRAR &
TE AT BRI | EH 9 | 7 S1fery | Rl aevr H, A o e A9 8, gt @i e 2 |

R, H I-09 a1 3R B8 PR 96 SIS | BFRT Sl YRGB 3, A4 SHPT T
Fd T & o YR BT | fFgee WS P & T 124 HY SR € | 3779 594
RIS § 7 IGP 918 YR $ dTel B4 SATE] WRME BT 8, because he goes to a
sugar mill. 3R e aTel U9 T2 S| BRAR I9d YT Fod1 841 © | 991 I18 © {6 al
ATl U8l BRATIM A U QRIS 81 1T Fifh BIRAR Bl YA T8l B TS | 99 ATl
A1Ed 7 HET 6 TR 7 e Al [T el i, T SHR 361 We gs |
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TR, 91 2 b g9 8RATO H 97RT 3R Maize, ¥ <1 9gd a1 I Bl & | 319
3% fore Y ea BRY | 31y R wheat-rice TR Y8 91 & | 39 &%) I fa=rai & f
IORT 3R Maize &1 i1 ffeeH UTs¥ €, 98 89 685%0UT fSATS ®Rd © | § & 1T Bl
3uH 9gd AUl R St e @Ry | died & fog 9gd wE 9 € | e a1
AT BT 2700 HIY H FH BIRE Tal Bl [98 HIT g |

3MRIR H, H Ueh 91 el g b Sl Ae 3rest 7 o & ST &1 8] BRAER,
R g 1 37Tt fa, ot a8 W veT e o —

59 9T I S8BT BT HIR 81 9 VIS,
I W P B WILM-U-TSH Bl STl & |

BRAR T T&T qh T 81 T § fh ...(T9T Bt =), q R BIg ofTH &
FreTan,dl g1 39 Wd H Wl HRA A 97 B 7eRE TR S, G IS 8 Rif A9
T BT STR) & IRGY b el I8 RART T 38 ST | STAHTEET ST, ATYHT g=dTa |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Now, Dr. Barun
Mukherjee. You have got five minutes.

DR. BARUN MUKEHRJEE (West Bengal): Sir, this issue of farmers'
suicide is not only a great issue, but | would like to say that it is a matter of
great shame for the Government, great shame for the whole nation, great
shame for all of us because we are living in a country where lakhs of farmers
are committing suicides simply because they cannot earn their livelihood for
themselves or for their families. So, Sir, in such a situation, there is no point in
saying that we are making a very big economic progress, and we are having
eight per cent economic growth in our country. But, what is the benefit of this
to these poor farmers? They have to commit suicides because they cannot
earn their livelihood, in such a situation, Sir, | request the Government,
particularly the hon. Agriculture Minister to consider giving top-most national
priority to deal with it. Sir, for hours together we have been debating this issue
here in this cold Chamber, but it will be better if we take it up on a war-footing.
We must take it up with all due seriousness. We should take it as a national
priority and solve this problem.

Sir, among many of the reasons, the indebtedness of the farmers is
one of the main reasons for suicides being-eommitted by them in different
States like Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka and others. Sir,
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at the moment, the institutional loan given to the farmers is very low. It covers
only 10 to 13 per cent. So, the poor farmers have to depend on the money-
lenders, and everybody knows how these money-lenders are exploiting these
poor people. These money-lenders are charging interest at a very high rate.
So, on the one hand, we should take adequate measures for this high interest
rates being charged by the money-lenders, but, on the other hand, we should
take care of it by increasing the cooperative loans. As our hon. Agriculture
Minister is also looking after the Department of Cooperation, so, by making
concerted efforts by both these Departments, he can increase the share of
cooperative loans to the farmers, obviously, at a lower rate of interest, and that
will be of great help to those poor farmers. But, at the same time, | would
request the hon. Agriculture Minister to consider giving one-time settlement by
waving of loans of these poor farmers. But, a matter of caution is also there. It
should not be like the measures taken by Devilalji due to which the rich
farmers reaped the harvest out of it. This one-time settlement by waving of the
entire loan of the small farmer should be considered, so that they can have the
opportunity to start their lives anew. So, the Government should seriously
consider this matter. | believe, it will bring a great relief to those people. At the
same time, there are many other measures which can be taken up. The hon.
Members who spoke before me have already discussed about them. Very
often, there is failure of crops due to drought or other natural calamities or bad
type of seeds or inadequate fertilisers, and all these things. But, in case of
crop failures, farmers' should be assured of crop insurance. Only by the crop
insurance it can be implemented in a big way, at the national-level. So, that
will be a great relief for the farmers.

Another thing | would like to mention, which has already been .
mentioned is, that the poor farmers are not getting the reasonable price for
their agricultural products. In this case, | hope, the hon. Minister will consider
setting up of a special committee for reviewing the entire Minimum Support
Price mechanism. It should be thoroughly scrutinised and a special committee
should be constituted for this purpose. A new way must come out of it so that
we can get rid of all these problems.

Lastly, | should mention that giving only ad hoc grants or some relief
package will not help the farmers. We should go deep into the problem and
see to it that agriculture is done scientifically, as long before Subhash
Chandra Bose, in his 1938 Haripura Congress speech had advocated for the
scientific agriculture. We must go for the scientific
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agriculture as much as you can develop it. It will go a long way in solving
these problems. Thank you, Sir.

3t SoTwoaToTar (T R HIHIR): STFHTEH FRIGY, AT 2 G Bl
o faam g forg # amueT Had U8 el g=are R g |

TR, & 984 SHICE ST 1 BAR <97 ¥ B ST 3BT FR T8 © 3R i
AT |UIE TS WRaR & TR% 3 A Sifd &l TS &, SA IR A gei aai g1 2 |
TR, JgT AT G| 7 BsAibs U fbU &, § 1 fHam 8 & 11 $© Aidbs U
AT IS § | H ARBRI TS UTT 8] B S V&1, dfcep ART 3791 Sl 3744 &, S
31E P YR IR Uph-al I HebR  H AU G Bl FHK BT | AR, 2001 § TSI BT
T, MSP Sl ¥R&R & oR% A e o 1 o, 98 540 wuy ufty faaee e fosan
T o1, St 3 a 2006 7 600 WUY T | 3 AXE A wheat & S U189 fthery @t 718 ofY, a8
2001 610 YT 21, ST fdh ad 2006 # 650 HUY B, TAL ARG STd &H SIoTel Bl U189 <@
&, dad 2001 # S Sioter A e off, § T HIHR &) 91 B TET E, 8 15.60 BT AR
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): The Short Duration
Discussion will continue tomorrow.

Now, messages from Lok Sabha.

MESSAGES FROM LOK SABHA - Contd.

1. The Banking Companies (Acquisition and Transfer of
Undertakings) and Financial Institutions Laws (Amendment)
Bill, 2006.

2. The Salary, Allowances and Pension of Members of
Parliament (Amendment) Bill, 2006.

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, | have to report to the House the
following messages received from the Lok Sabha, signed by the Secretary-
General of the Lok Sabha:-

U
"In accordance with the provisions of rule 96 of the rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha, | am directed
to enclose the Banking Companies (Acquisition and Transfer of
Undertakings) and Financial Institutions Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2006, as passed by Lok Sabha at its sitting held
on the 23" August, 2006.

(I
"In accordance with the provisions of rule 96 of the rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha, | am directed
to enclose the Salary, Allowances and Pension of Members of
Parliament (Amendment) Bill, 2006, as passed by Lok Sabha at its
sitting held on the 23" August, 2006.
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