RAJYA SABHA [23 August, 2006]

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

Status of implementation of recommendations contained in the Hundred
and Nineteenth Report of Department-Related Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Home Affairs

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI SHIVRAJ V. PATIL): Sir,
| lay a statement on the status of the implementation of recommendations
contained in the Hundred and Nineteenth Report of the Department-Related
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Home Affairs.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned for lunch for one
hour.

The House then adjourned for lunch at twenty nine minutes past one of the
clock.

The House re-assembled after lunch at thirty one minutes past two of the
clock, MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION

Suicide by the farmers in various parts of the country and the demand
to increase the Minimum Support Price of foodgrains

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, we shall take up the Short Duration
Discussion. Dr. M.S. Gill.

#Y TH. IHAT ARG (HUITEH): T, AU BT Ug diel Bl HidT 1 ARG 2
ft STRUTAR : T SR | SN B W Vgl 7, SHB] SieHT 8T B |
S10THO THORTE (4STT4): TR, 98 A & {3 H ST, 89 o & a1d S |

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It was discussed in the morning. I8 §1d
ISRENE NG ECIERI

31, .. e Saamafa S, #§ gars <ar § | fF e vy @ei &
g T 3fR 31 SHd! IF R &1 HidT W &3 | 74%1 @ ® {6 98 919 o) 9R19e
T8 I8 il TRB &b T &I, AFA 3R i Rrg St foesa €, 98 Sl 7, a8 et
ggd fear axa ff g1, 78 3o a1 o ft fram & SR R 2 1 S 9 8,
foeReTgoIRM gan &, S.ELE.2, 984 PO ol 2, BH SUBI dRI% B &, offdh
3ATST Y 65 TfTRIT AT S B TS @1 141 9 99 &, 918
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ST SHITHAT H ST §, IR ITD] A1 bR 331 Tl 5, Al PIg 9 SHDbIFd! Fal
H TR BT A AT AT B AR 97 BT 8] & I8 H W Pedll g | ...(FagH)....
rsqaTterar Sit, #<0 WY AT T G Al ... (JELH).... I8 Sl <% 8, Ig M9 d1all &5,
A & , AR & S WA AN 2, 996 IR e wdt A, {5 ugelt dar # T2
ST, QT H AT § | 3ATST 9] I8 Udl 8, 9N 81 39 a1 R g 8 [F T &l
B X1 & 3R fATS! &, 980K T8l §s © | Sl AHBATI 81 X8 &, ANT 31 Y2l B RIS
2 19 I8 91d Pl {6 UTd # Wi TYSHISSH T8 &, AR PIs $Hedl § [P UYold TRER F
PIs a1 I €T <1 8, 1 399 91 I el 81 | § 3FawR 4, i H 997 a1 §,
Bl Td H 42 AT b ATGHT T NT@T BR ol 5, SUD &l ASIhdl 15 AT MR 17 AT Dl
g, B ST I, B AT BT 2 U BTAT B | 3R GoTd H T8 T, O qrant g
1 QTSI A B STHRA B 781 € | I8 i1 SR BIfd 1970 H g F A 3178 oY iR a1
H g1 1 3771 AT, H 3 B H F91 BRIGR § | fh 31T 3R Uoi1g 4 I8 = R 11
2, sRamon # AR mar &, gdt 7 AR a1 2, 9 oty yeer 3 98 g9 9 AT R, 98 1 9T
TR BT 3 ¥ | M0N0 TSRS | &, A U ST ARG it BT dat o, Rt A7 o
i, 3R SHISHHT &, SR i H $B el 81T, 3R dlex A1 81T, @R A4, 74 lodio
R < {6 ds@! Bl el & | {6 § 59 91 o 98 < I8 g, i § TR 9= ured T2l
Facl | 31T et 3reT Y v B 39 U % am g, ST g 4t el € 2 T Qe A b
FRAT IS & | T8 BTeld o B & | SAfTY SfceTd W1 8, &g uidi # 8 3R J gafoy d
o Wil gifee™ &1 I8 <2 &, UoTd # Al 31 Uds dTel &, H s qa1s 6 § {6 § i a1
TS aTell § 3R O] & FHY BH 30 HRIS U 37d 8 100 RIS A HUR 8l T &, Al 98
dl Fe, He,HC AR Uid A gl § | & Uhs, dF Ubs dIF UHs, H, ITd1 gD MITH
BifcsT, It Il g7 a9ich B 81 € | 3FR 721 gl 2 Al SHS SR B oIRT &R
? ITbT A BHA RIS Al &1 & | Ib] /IST <1 8, A1 AT Al $5o1d Bl &1, ST 4l &l |
3R A1 SR fEgwiM # 81, )l d 781 eI, T B 9, T g4 w81 € 51 3R 81
2, faforamar, e o 39 <21 9 9gd 7ika & =t g1 2 % fram fferamrax Sfeat
H 81 IY | ST aTel IT U™ ATe] Uh B WaR ol © 19 [ 81 Y 8, T 3R 811 | 4R
e | Bigat BIcil, I8 B, g8 P | e RgRa ol geR &1 R — Sl 39
fEge B ol 31TS1 WIRd 3R AT &1 FaTel a1 X81 € | I8 <2 3R $HhgT el STy,
9 Al gRewe BN, 39 ST Holl BR Al | Uo7 3§ Haciel d S $© gl AT, I8 7 Ardl
o SIIRT 8T 3 AHAT 2 - § IYD] W AR 8 BT g | H 39 81 4 I8 Wl B8 g1 §
o feg%™ & UT 3 1Tl AeldhR PHAIcd I ol G AN o1l &1 g &, AP U1 2 | I8
et % T eTiera | Al Sid e erfl,  RIas! #oil geiferad @s! $x @l | g8 al
QNI 3IR AP 4 &1 8Ffl, SHS fofg ST <1 8RMY | 519 T 89 Ud SHBhICH Dol
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SHIH! T el qehdll Rt AR Bl favars &, Sl il 7oil R dl, Faa! A1 ST
BT, DI RIST <11 BT | ST &, 309 ©l A <ray, H gl @1 | fopeg gl a1 <1 1 3R
TEl SR A1 Fofal BN | I81 R B4 A ex Aed 9 2, Tidbedr fifex ase @t
90 8,931 g § foh 9 71 IS ol vl 1R § IR T | 97 fETd < Sl AT onmg qrferdt
2 5 T gTIRCHS B B, TR hST @l 8- Yaree RIam doima 7 o, dore =
60URRIC TR 59 <% Bl faaT &, fUreel I3 |1e 9, 99 70 | I, 9G] U1 2,
ST UIRT T €, H 91 S A1 RBT §, 91 Bl 41 3f1R 71 BT 41 | i a8 ART B
T BIRITIRICT s # arar o | wreiv ffRer | @ifsgq cd,  oic e, @i
AM-I8 99 g3 qel | 34 fhdme o foredl 2, faame |, S § Sa] , UoTe &
IR 3R ST & HFUR | 3MUHT g1 § | 377 UoTg # BlRifiRfed hie I wife 2 |
5T i fAfReR fRi <aT 2 6 S ¥ 26 TR RIS ol 7, [ &1 iR 399 A
9 f iR 2, AIEHR $hiSe DI | 7 59 B fordt off, 1S Foid 19d1 erdreat | v
Sfean &1 WSl {51 o1 | 59 IHR AgHR $iec A g9 & fofg Preiffed Req 3
ER A AN I, RE F Y U, 3Tl A, STATD | 3R oaR U1 & HIR gTST TRE gl
1379 98 @H B AT R, IN W H BN AT T Y UA &, I9H P8 (qddhd &, B
AfRex ST 8, Aege 9 Udb &9 o dTell T81 §, 1 81 < Fdhdl § | offbd fFam ar
81, TSt A1 BT g 5 A e 81 | S Uigw SES! 1, 98 A¢ 396 8l- ol
USTTq 3 RIS B8 ET g, 314 €1 B P b SR (b 3719 Fedl et 4§ fadmg o= ol iR
D W ABR, SIvlel B! BIAT 9 V81 8, Ulel bl AR 3 B BHd & IR F M
S 81§ &6 ST & 918 ®el 98 O W8 2,39 YHR S99l ¥l f39me &1, 98 =
&t 9 o1, 79-39 ¥ 72T | Agrecultural Commission for Costs and Prices & # #t
a8t @ Aped § | 98 A1 wESHed B | I8 HEw, A g9 # el €, geErse
Uidear UIgd B &, outside the Ministry. It should have powerful,

independent people, experts as well as farmers, not just economists, who think
of balancing budgets or think of some other factors or, purely the distribution
side for those who are not there, for those living in the urban areas,

[T 71, feh a8 31 oI F HH M1l 3iR 1S A1 311 S 9 8 81 $© el | 99
P ? AT H 379 AN A 3751 BT § b 59 699 3 geR do arel 1 iR SR 98
arel I TVRAT A Al | Yo dIS1 § HE1 Il § b IRS UAR Sff Bl 39 Iy H 9ga
T &, | ¥ el ITel A1l ¥ $ER-SeR 4 I Auiald ol 81 §, 918 9 59 Sl A
f RET § | § g8 STl g 1 oFR ¥ |ra Ao, A1 I fHA &1 61 qehal 8, IER BT AT
ATE [ & AR SER BT 4T | 8H ART 37T Y31 ST & U 1Y | 4 AT S Hal [
JATSS B IR-UTF A&+ el Bl 81 gl —dgl Aletd &, <lfd Yot & AdY H 78T
TEI S e USTE H 81 2 GATSS & Pls A1I 81 761 & | 30-40 AT 3 98 3191 @ 8T 8
3f1IR 37T 1 319 G81 A Y= |G T IEH Al AR 1 I8 8, MR 91 A3 | 31T A
DEd Bl fob 37 STeal T BT | AL bt gt gisiier # A, § 419 & Aqb {1 wepar
E, 3R AT BT eI Hedl | IHH 9 ATST AT TR 81 SN Al ga] Jifed 3§
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g wg fear oimar 2 % 'No, we are not bothered about wheat, we cannot give
you more price.' g faaT SITAT o1 3R 7 I8 Y I@T —TATT HHIRH & Yo HIHR
Jsped I — e 319, 317t i 811 1 579 981 311l &, 1 ded & b gl dled e dal
FAL, AS A1 D T R, ®IfF & @ e & TRy | e e, a1
seRrgatfere &1, 5 81, 98 &1 a8l &, g S!S A1 o4 81 | 1 I8 8
Bl FadT iR fhR g+ TR & 918 319 98 I iddt 13T, 319 far 81 38 2 8iR
3R EHY ATEd &1, Al I8 Sl 7 bl BIAd 8, fUwel TR Al & H Sqel <9 R8T — &4
w9, SIRT, &9 90, 9 WY | 99 U9 § STh] S8l {6 98 O 91g & Wrell &t
B T8l § | 1 Sl reasonable g, § ®gdl § W a9 U@ U@ -1 3R G
RadswdIgarl

The second thing that | want to say & @Ic & A # <1 galT, &Sl dAd
<1, QIfh a8 | U G199 (SR R AT | 98 919 1 JArsfea i g1 fdegper srent
Tel a1 2 |t is a clever device of Government people in Delhi, because 3R
UTgd ST, A1 fY parameter &f el SITYIT &11R 37Tl ATl SHH 90X AT &1 |
3R 9991 ¢ ], o1 98 &9 31! firre & | 579 sriler & onRax # a1 feam )ik o1
IR @l AR o 1Y, 9 small farmer &1 %81 f& IR, 7 w97 iR of o ff e 0,
T o Al 3R I AR 7 of foy | O T 9199 7, 98 df trader B AT AR T I
3riig IS g8 fUee arR & #, 459 & 9w fAfwex 71 27 axis @i & oy &1 fb &q
JIC A INIIR IS T | 91 fram O &g 9 =1 1Y, ifs et o1 et S 1281
BN, A1 89 ol © | A1 I8 A1 iR 41 375flg dIST & Uoid &b forg I 1 89 &, 4 o1 84
IRET N, fasTell Wi 89 TWIGdR oY ISHNT 9 S9d b IR S[Fddl b oy, &1 &
o1 &9 A1 919 781 @1 81 a1 @71 offl ? 918 UR¥T WRWld 8 9¥ &I 3R fh $id
3119 &1 <41 iR T8 1 H 37U S 3 37U 9! &1 7 | H e o g9 geR <o
QU ofR 981 T T 31T JMMIDT © § 2 SHDI UoTdl H Had & — “1gl § iR 47
% | < <311 ["Chop up my hair and put it in my jholi.” What sort of economics

is this? Can anybody explain to me? Give them reasonable prices; announce
them in good time. | have been talking with the Agriculture Minister and | hope
that he is going to give us some good answers or some answers worthwhile,
and some hope to the farmers, not just of Punjab but of everywhere'-- Haryana
or UP. or Bihar or south or north. It doesn't matter. | hope he will give it and
the prices even for the next wheat crop will be announced in time after careful
consideration. You give for farmer some incentive to grow it; you give him
some incentive to give it to your procurement agencies. 3MU®H! S TS &,

2l A1 31ueh! 98 Gf¥dwer 21N 3R Sl suicide @ feaad &, foraml @l, 3w forg @
qE PE| Bl 4l &1, USTIE BT 81 AT AT Y2 BT 81, Aaeh (oG H B b ATST 4T, AT HUT
HYP I < 3R T IR A T8 970 ST SIS foh 98- economists 53 &, &=
LRI
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2, S gfrar % A Y economists ¥,wrsw fifRex 9gd o €, ok 98 9 €,
SR ST )T ... (FFEM)....

off ST : STRRE AT G 2 |

1. TH.0. e : &7 ST, STRRTH 99 41 99 8, W 39T attitude Al b IR #
PO IARIBATL IR A M IS E, § T HF ST E | STFHART ST ... (FAEH)....

off Sy : v M T B |

1. Ta.U4.f1e : AR, | 1 a1 81 I7h1 SRR | @1 918 § b 31T Sl <1
1 overall economic growth @1 Uiferil 1 %81 2, ST 9gd o $M 8l W8 &, MM
FSI-9$1 W I8 8, W S 44 &1 R Economics & U¢ &, I8 I8 © & =gl &1 Sl
R W &, Sl 37d Hl % 7, I 1 q1e W AR o) ot 81 81l | Sl |
TP T BRI | T 1 9RAT &1 ARAT BT | 9 3MMYD! IIST o1 2, o ATl 4
IAPT 81 Uhel, IS |

it I g (SR US9) : IU[HIURT HBIGY, 39 Ge H fdd Ayl
3R HdeTefcr fawg o= g=f 81 ¥&1 81 I8 99 2 [ 9 ¥ & 99 I1 SIavet afg
et Saex 7 ol g8 2 I Uildoar daex W ol §8 ©, Wa¥ SATGT JISHIR &l HHEY
s frelt e & @1 9 Uiidhodr daex # 8, Afd oret fhaml &t g1ed feai a8 4
ISR B gD B, TE I B IMAIHAT el 7, dfcth fFgwm &l &% aafth gad aRfd
2 1 279 § U= SAidhs] Pl AP WM el @1 A8 §, olfbd $B el 4 ugal §
3ITa HTETH A, AR SN 7301 St F ot I8 He arg 6 afs &9 ==f R ax 32
2, TS FHART TG fHa 2, ST e IR TSI @t ST AT 8HRT Seed
T € 59 O I8 I1ed & b fpar {1 aRoi | enetear o) <@ 7, S SR @
FHSI SITY 3R ST FATE a1 91 | 78y I W fasw & & 39 fegwam 4
I G T A TS5 v a1l 31 gpaa <& 8 A1 1ot 7 Tl ) s H IR 2,
I B §HAA B © [T IR U A Yo g§Pad Al [Hl oI I8 2 1 98 B 3
BPAA TE! B | H 39 WRBR Bl TR BRI 1edl § {F Sl 59 <97 H 7o ger=ea 6.
SATER AT 8% I, I8 I8 HEl o1 b &9 o FawIell & Jwe | 1 faerg o
Hh &, TNl B Fahdl 2, A SN ST A ! §s THTA & FHEN H FA= WY
fIeq T2 BR A ST D1 AT [ AT &9 BN &1 H el & wrer 9 for
T 1 39 <21 B 1) el IRART R 96 ST | I8 91 U SareR offd 8% | 99
TG Pt AT, AR IS TSI b 59 T4 IO 1Y & AR T T T U &1 ISl 1fdh
Ut BT §HA 9 g™ 3 W& &, fhx f fharl & FHRIT &1 FH1eT 81 81 UR |
31T fh T I8 A1 oM © o I9a Well 3/ AvaRI 18] I8 718 ©, 319 98 91 Pl
HIGT 1 AT & | 379 98 AU $Y BRI F B &l 910 W A1 8T 8 AR U Jof Ga1 H
TeTeT TS A BT SI FAeT07 37T &, S 41 I8 91 378 & b U4 9gd R uRaAR 2,
foTep!T 319 T8 HEY™ 811 1T & fob 31
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BARI P A9HRI e X8 TS 2, $AY d HiY P U | G 81 I18d © | 3P A1 &
T AT I8 A A o1 § P PN &1 SRI ITA FHE Sd 81 I8 T 2, R F
I YR H B BRAT THSTTD Bl &, H81ed, H Al I8 A1 g ($ N kT s e b
T 1 921 I8 Hael B 6 FolTd BIR B A6 a1 BT, AT TN I AT 98
fl 51 2 1 FfTad wd A 319 Tl & A9 9 3791 SHfIeT I iR frar ¥t a8
HEY™ PR SN [ B9 G1< SHIRT 92T 41 A 811 =1y, § a1d & 01 &8 a1 §
o 99 & <21 &l rfRAT A U 95 g1 IR 31T ST | <l AT ST U BTAT
U3T gU €, S YIS RIT-FI1 SR &, § I SR BT 4 JeT § Ieeig BT d1ga |
fepaTeT T 1 S7Ye o191 59 PN & | o1 &, S (3919 A IqPI quIS Pl e
et o1l 2, 59 99y ad 991 A I8l § | WRBR P gR1 A HH I9a! grse faiRa
BT A &, AP H ST g 6 i |uic u1es 59 a1 &1 &1 H 9a) FgiRa
&1 @I SR 2 b fPami & fog g8 Wil &7 B9 B A9HRI 81 ST | U 984 IR
FHCI Bl B, H Y8BT IR ] T4l T8I BT AT &, lfh 9 AR &1 &1 a1
ST ® | 3! Ffe waie wrest Ot € S, d1fes S@ Wl S9% fofg WY &
ST | S e SN & &5 H $7YC STeld 2, 918 98 Sieid 81, d91, IREITg S 9 8,
S R A €, ST S W 98 TERN & EE 7 | 30! S e & iR g
TEHE P 3T & dT8 HETS |l Al I 91 21 ST'i d SivTel Bl |ard ¢, e 2 a6l d
SIS B BT 6 | DY 7 IR TG 2 | JAToTE R & T8 | 21 U1 HHY T2 garl
BT 5 1 auf & 3fer STl B B ot & |1y 9t BRf &R I HEE g 3 &
9RUIH 7, agricultural inputs & W& 81 &1 &1 aRumH B 5 vl g1 sirega fg
S @1 HeAN ¢ € 1 H I TS| BT ) I8i W Seold BT arg (b 37 gaer 7 ay
2004-05 H 1,068 fHATI 1 STHSAT &1 8 | I8 H a9 2006 &1 AT 7! B T&T &, a9 2005
W1 a1 DR BT E, T 2006 F ATHs 1 3R &, AR TS 3PS 8 17 < 81§ & g yew
# Al fparil gRT STHSRAT Bl TN BIREl & , briiced A I fbarl g1 sfcHeer §
framl §IRT TR B TV 81 R&l 8, HeRTSE | 41 5l gRT SIeHe< & feqiy
818! 81 el €1 H3 Sft 7 I8 SR 3 81 i 4919 # f5ami g /T Ty &l gesiy
T2 B X&) ¥, ifp firet \ree ¥ gaarman & gote # Y forarl gRT St B geAi
BI R8I & | e g9 2005 ¥ 21 fbaHl 7 sNHBRT B | H <@ @ g b R i A
IS TRFR &, I Iod! 7 Faifere e sierean & & foy 7iqR 81 32 8198
P AT &, AT T HRI B, R T! AD! PR d8f b (Bl dl FHAT Bl
HHATET fFhTe UTRE © ?

ITFHIRT ABIGY, § I8 Hel AT & 39 THR TWHR B G fedmi &
gfar R dagelia 8F1 =12y, 3a+t ddeeiia g & € | 89 9 oiFd © &
HETRT MR HagTeiierdr # Us Ul $ad Bkl 8, U U d1dhd il & b a | g9
PREAT gAS A 4 (AT ST FAHAT1 2 | H I " BT I8 R Ieoid HRAT AR, Sl
BRI & Foera ¥ gs off 5TeT il TS 4 99 &1 aTefd 60 Wie Tex T3 # R 727 o1,
Al 81 I8 dTelh, g8 JCT 3Tdhell R8T 81, oifdhT AR 9 B Gy,
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AR <2 BT AT, TR <27 & AT 3 gedd &b A1 2T 3R 37 <21 {5 98 gean 94
e | § I 9 § 6 werga afe feami & G9w & G916 9T I8 GRBR
HagTeiel B SIY, A1 H FHSIA ¢ b STo! SRraii &1 FH1eT (bTer ST T8l 8
|

SUGHTIRT AEIGY, TRBR B GRI A —aTe 98 Jed i 81, I8 AT
iy 81, are g8 fafd i 81-sal Sl 8 % R6 SR I8 Wee FRaR Te=rdm
BT € | 3TTSITE] & Sa- Gy IOR I & dIaSia 31T AR ST DI 40 H 42 BIFe] S
e 81 Url 2, <fheT 19T 58 WIRIaT ST fTSt Al SRIfa & | 6 o 1 @il
I [T ATHBRI BT, 3 3R W ARBR B L < P AGLIHAT 2 |

IR FEIGY, WHHTd MISTsi & &R, natural calamities & BRI
A 1 Q1 B ¥ 5 aRATE 81 SR &, R A @1 e i arell $Is ei el
2, FIar &)1 aTen Bis 72T Xed1 © | T g’ sreTsan Ry oM % §iw, e SHe
produce @1, S9% IUTE @I Sford BT 7 T T BRYT 2, T8 Ui maereli &
BRI I STD! B IS &1 A &, T8 W T HRT 7, RrAdh IRUREaHY | g1

B P oG SR BRI ¢ |

IHTafr wEed, WTO & it provisions &, 3911 Hl # U8i IR Sk &A1
M IWTO &SIl provisions g, 374 $Y 141 & $UIC IR AR Ta=#He 100-150-300
TRNE TP SUIC ST o \idhall 7, dTf ol <31 st <d &, S9% competition #,
ITPT W H WRA BT fhar ff @<1 81 G, dfh B R IE1 € b 8t OECD &%
20 3R TN BT U Fold 8 3R T 20 R 97, Y- <M § Tl STeR Bl
afedet €1 2, 98 89N ST A9 d 3964 BT 60 URNC g1 & odi WTO ¥ &1 39 9
IR 9 7 areT fpar e fb &9 10 auf & 3ieR AfKAST BT T R 5 WIS AT sHSD
frael WR R A, offehT 6 7 o are &1 g1 T8 fhan 8 1 g1 59 A a6
EaR 81 7Y ¥ P MU A Ugd 68 TRNIT BT Sl AfKAST BN off, S S 319 70 TR
P o1 8, PIRAT H fam] &l 54 e B ) Afret <1 St o), 98 58 TR 81 TS,
IARGT H B 35T W ST a9 Ugel 180 FAfera STer TieFol Afi<! &t =wor sfmRed
TaHe S B 1 3R AR a-HE SIS T 9gM & IOl S99 SHIC Sa Bl BH Y
B ¥ 3R I 50 TRAT ¥ od 0 TRAT I $HIE T, il BN HfY R &, o g9R
QI 8 39 W 39 UM 06 b 4 B fBAT1 8 | $ AR < $ [Ham g &
TR W1 & i Bl gl H @1 81 uIg ? H {19 71egH A §9 WRBR A I8 S0
B § [ AT 30 WRPR 7 I8 A W1 &, 77 a1 31 & [ 89 30 <9 & {41 bl
STHAMHRAT YR TARE I FHIG PR <1 2 ST WK 31T WIEM P A H ATAWR 7 38
ST, 9T 39 WRGR &I I8! g ¥ 2 afe g9 U9 81 371 ST IS <=, T 100,150,300
TRIT THRI M BT BRI ATFHR t g9 & forg
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3.00 P.M.

TS 81 SITQ, 1 WTO @1 provisions 81 gt € % afg amoe 2 ad, 3 v, 4
T, < SR 3T IE SifSreR W : AT 81 SIU |

[SuxTezel (151 5. Ra) feria gyl

319 519 U BT U7 81T, 79 o AR 3R 95 A 9gaR &1 St | 379 a8 T g1 a8,
I8 14 SARI GHST Tl 371l | H UTSIY U Bt § AT faes1 @ § & =me a8
TTael Y& 81, 918 g Y81 81, 918 1c1 <a! 81, s U4 s 3NscH o, $s U4 e 9,
RTTT 89 a9 T IR UaUIE Sd U | 3191 2.2.5 I8 & 3fER B 59 YR & dadx
BT AT YT 81 1Y, § 7112 B 30T St A 5T 11 IR A8 |

it BT § & 9 99t & "EIA H 39 TaeHe | e fhar —smRefor 4,
AT A g SHIC PR BT | 9T STxd AT 3 g DI SHIC PR DI 2 AT S FoH 4
HTpe ¥ fHATI BT I S S & AR I A1 F 7 H I8 el a1 S eT & b 89
SIFRIT & AR <=1 9 g SHIC BNl | BH 9T el o1 A8 & 2 379 § I8 W aer
T8 § [ 431 399 a1 @1 Uad! TR € {6 a8 Sl g @1 crisis faw@rs T8 8, 98 Uh
manufactured crisis ¥, 9% reality T8I 2, 9% artifical crisis € | Gza1s g8 8 & gIR
< H g B I HHI T g Y | 379 B TR I 9.50 WU, 10 /Y, 10.50 AT, 11
WYY per kg &A@ § g @I 32 € SiR 3107 fham=! &1 84 8 WUY per kg & o4&
H P T < UIIB © | 37 g B dMEG 700-500 WUY perquintal &, 700 HIY
minimun support price &R g8 o 3R IF W 50 WU HT T4 f3IT 51 T 7, 59
YR 750 TUU 2 | BT I8 he- & f afe 3y s feran, smiRer 9 9.50 ®UT, 10 wUY
per kg & 41T | IE SHIC B I8 A L1 MU 379 fHAMI BT 9 HUT pet kg 37T 10
WY per kg & fEATd 9 g &1 HId a1 T1 & 2 A9 AT T [HAH 59 B W
UERENEIN

379, § g9 & U e & IR # i el el § | A By w1 Sff o
HERTS U9 & 1 T& arel & 3R HeRT § BT 3R g o) Tawivie ot 2 | agf &1
Hade 9gd g8l Gdc © | H W g & SR W= a1 o1 | weied, fharl &) o1 -gaiy
B G 99 FRAR 9t g8 TSR A 319 =it o 3 e e § S &1 e foran
IR # gt war | gar H#A S 98t MY A | I g8 W 3750 BRI WIY & UH Rellh
tept ) off Sy Y, efhe AR RATY Y e & 91e § 39 Aoy uR ugan € o fags
&= # gfs Faifered -2y 81l € 1 4 dic 8¢ ofs # &1 9alfes 8l 2 | 78led,
# gt R fagd ot U 91 <ficTed A & 9d &1 ISTeRl I'l W T A o
I S Sfialerd [T 1 319 94 3§ BT & b 57 SiR f&¥aR, 2005 & 919 212 BT 7
suicide foam 5/ & | 182 Pl BIC o & © 3R 182 ¥ ¥ 170 fHAM AMRC!
.. BT TR E |
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HEIGY, I8 1.8 Bic W 98 & Bl BY 3H TAT IR & AT AR B & 8§ |
AINIC], SHfche AlSIhIgS dicd A RIa=! $id § .99, & BHd $I 9947 &,
STHT A & BT N I8 SFeTT BT BT WY 99T § | S DI B 3719 § 1600 HUY
gfr 450 I T | #7H, MY B ML BT 39 H o] HHIIMCT 1200 HIY BT 2 MR
.1 PlcT & I I gA¢ A & & 9.8 BieT BT 901 & | Dled o defaefact
g, <feh fagst # w1 g1ed €, 39 &1 319 fags # e &1 a et S Heha ©
AT, H 91,31, Plcd & IR H da-1 918l § {6 BT Cotton has emerged as a killer
for the farmers of Vidharbha, Andhra Pradesh, and Karnataka also.

319 37 U TaHe 7 39 1.1, Bied & BRI UST Fhe B T § 3R
JHS P 915 S/ AR U o8 WFedd HHIeH & 9 Ub &4 Bisd (6T &,
WP 319 T I BT 9T YT 2, 30 AaY H eI TFBRI T8l © | AIS SR By HAT
STt S & A9E | &H gl ddi |

HEIGY, Udh Hahe Sl Hied & IR H 47 81 721 2,39 &) ff # gi ==t e
TGN | AEISY, 9 THY 10 Hee ML HUIo HRd b 3ax Aed a1 B B B &l
T 1 BAR &1 BT fhdT orue SSIeot Hisw & 3MeR U 39 Q¥ H STG Bl V&l &,
ITE FTAT & § 3R BAR fBd & F9e S dIs VT Hehe YT gan &, offdh <t
AIe¥ TdIgd HUSl & gRT 991 S R8T 8, S9 & SR W AR A & a0l Uh
e UaT 81 JET & | 39 BRI §Io] A1 81 %2 &, Hedl NC UR I9 419l Bl @iia & fofg
forar AoigR 2, oife R YT & a8 i1 @i 2, 39 N[ 4 39 3 wrefaefad &
eIl B, I BT I el el 8 AR WIS ©U H 3111 39 $T I8 HY BRI 11
BT AT I AT |

HEIGY, WX SR H e 9141 31Ts 6 U.S India Knowledge Initiative in
Agriculture TTH® T& AISTT JARH BT AT 8 | H BT 7301 S F S0 =g 6 a8
IS &R & 2 T AT 4 I TRE T fheR & w0 # 370t 3jf¥rent &1 frafe dveft
? HEIY, I8 oI Udh TdEd Hu1 Wallmart& Monsanto §RT Il ST &1 © |
ST 319 S ATEH | ST G161 § (5 R Y A B SART B8 AR B
TRE < gt 2 @ar A e @l Sfifder 1,37 @) livelihood ® f&am v aigdl | &
JHEI g [ AR BN F3A1 Sff A 39 910 Bl WHR Bl [ 7 BUIoT b gRT I8 fora
BEEISIRER RS

AR, 3T § Il IR 0 GHRIT & FHATE & T H ATSI-9gd adi HT ATed,
ol &1 S arfafer i &, afe S e <1 g 1 foran &, A1 H 98 de dredn g
P SF M & FWR Sl S &, 98 T A8 A A% BT ST1 AMBY | FH--BHF I
AT Y &7 &, I U 3 AT (AT ST 2113 | AT 1 i A e S 2, 59
W BRI e BT T 3Mh STRTT 31T 9 WIAe! AT WIS M8 Bia! § | URdbeard
Hi¥e W Y e M gewke § | 98l ddb wigde 7+
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oY §, I A1 STdhdl 50 TRIIC I odhR 100 IRIIC P IT 3MMh Sevxe W {hami &l I8
PO |

H I g 1% I8 Bl U 98 g1 HRYI 8, 796 Terd 98 ([5aM s
PR DI AGGR 81 Y81 8 | I8 WA Bl 1t ST =red &, offd I8 ¥R 39 oF
P A BT TR B e WY S 81 < R8T © | 879, 9 I8 Pe drsdl § &
frami ®I Tiideard B4 & fofg, HN 1 & fofg S dF fear Sy, 99 1R ¥e o
X ol o Ra H 4 WRRAT 9 AP T2 811 A1 | H I8 A a1 Arg {3 S A
&1 911Q, 99 @M & SR, I Hiec & HUR, HH-U-HH I Il & fog fHe 9t gvR
DI DTS YT AT SSIC 8! 1 AN, TS Ta| 1 113y | H FHeia § 6 89N S
HAT S 31”1 B BAR w3l St 4, ST 5 9 I8l e &, 39 u” 1 R X |

S, H AP ITd AT B @i df off ... (FaUH)... I8 &1 dl 91y,
AP IS B ... (TFEH). ..

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NADU: Sir, last time, when the discussion took
place, we made an appeal to the House that this is a very important subject
and this cannot be dealt alone by the Agriculture Minister because most of the
policy-related issues are with the Finance Ministry. It was suggested at that

time. We thought that the Finance Minister will also be here during this
important discussion.

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT (West Bengal): Last time, he was here,
but Shared//' was not here.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NADU: He had just come and gone. | don't
know if he can be called by the Parliamentary Affairs Minister. We are not
making a complaint. But, for a better and a constructive discussion, it will be
useful for the House.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): That's okay, but the
Agriculture Minister is here.

2} R e (SR wew): 137 w301 &1 81 984 Sawys 2 A1 U Hdeeiia
9 o gat sRideTRierd] i T2l &, SUQHIEIE 9818 Y | ... (ag)... fad #3 Sit
DI YR YT AT ... (JAYH)....

HY HA T IIHIHT A, Wre 3R A faavor 93 (sh oRE waR): 9
& 8, A1 STP] &1 T8I <A & | ...(FauM). ..

Y 3P g : IS I amue! TT <91 | S 15 A1 Ris waY faed & fea,
3ffer 1 9 T | SR v H o gt v S, 1 g4 o i S L (sraem)..
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): It is not necessary
that the Minister should be here to be aware of the discussion that is taking
place. The Agriculture Minister is competent enough to deal with this. But,
the Finance .Minister will certainly get all the information from here. If he
comes, it would be better. However, even if he is not here .......

Y 1oty RE &, § URidoere M & AR | I8 FE 9 6 i a8
| Y o Ve 3mth evwe ot Jqra # 4 wReie 9 ofdre 78 g ARy | tet 9% wd
SR 8 6 o 9 # el & S ol T S 8, 99 UR §ev’e 81 T # |
Tg fobe auf & foy 81 e 2, I8 Al d el B Ahdl g, offbd A SIHRT 3 i
914 & o Ie 99 9 59 YR | g ST’ 78] o dl © | UiIidhead Adex ¥ Ifs 3Ig
I I SITET SARCTHE BT &, Al A9 Rl 8 | 8 SHP TSl 997 & | 379 Trhoar
HFex H gHRT s=R<He feha- w18 ? First Five Year Plan, Second Five Year Plan
3R Third Five Year Plan # TileaR Jdex § gHRT RTTHT S=veHe o1, § 9937 8T
g [ SHRT 98 gIveie FR=IR =edl 81 ST %81 8 | I8 o i1 &1 {49 8 | 1 98 /e
2 1% aft 29 PN F &3 BT AR 911 =18 8,11 I8 NaTH © (5 feciap gavedic
BT @R | AfhT ufedtad sveHe & W-wi 39 W § WeR _ar g P usde
SICHE BT AT | oifeh S19 # yrgde sveHe ot a1d SR g, A v e §
AR TGl BN MMHR T8 W I &85 § gIveHe By, dfed fhaml & AR
HURAEY IT@!, S AN TGS WY, Al Sh 3feR 39 HfY FH1f # 31fdras-4-
3N TIRT B ) GHT UST BT b | I I B |

3, 39 .o & aR A ot Tt @t | e e e | uee F aR
H U IR AT Y A S AR oY &R 9 919 B e ¥ W R fER 9, 9ife
el & forg I8 Wl &1 1 76 oY AWHR 81 96 | Suawreet S, § I8 W)
PRI &b I A =l BT ARG | g U 9 8, S8l W) PlRfed da 3R
PRI &b IR 3 =l BT ARG | g U I 8, T8l W PIRRfeT Ja 3R
PrTRET WIS B BTed 98 9 ) 81 gt ¥ | fow FA St T S s ugelt
gore-wfig 4t off, T TR T, SN b A1 {5 RF derwries Fow @ srerar
PITIRFCT WSS & ST § GUR AT | I8 I 89 G @l ST & b 8ART
e afs | e €, @1 70 W fHam Premufea 9a9 & A | 8 o § iR
T8l qP BIATTI a9 BT qaTd &, BRI JaRT 3 Al badl 20 TS & AR b
QM oIl 8 | ST A1g T {6 39 Premmiea 99, DIRMRicd FRIIeS $i 8leld
GUR & oY TRPR 7 FAT HH ST & 2 3R 9 3B & A1 § I§ He1 A8 b
I 319 TP AU Bs HH 8| SN &, Al (MI¥ad wU H 39 a2 H g1l Hed 3¢
S ARG [ a8 W S A {6 AR IR Tae & R 9 319 T 9T
B3N & ? SHD! WA 1 2 2 fbae ol 7 59 WiaR a1 § 2 § |Hsan g fb saa!
TSR TR BN H3] St 579 U1 IR &30, AT SR 37 |

246



[23 August, 2006] RAJYA SABHA

ST SI T 35 et o BRI <1 H S -2 40 wiadh fy Qi 2, i Rifda 2 ofiR e
58-60 WIS AT B TSI-T1 RraTs BT TRATSTIRI & ATET H ART BT A
B! e 21 T ST AT, dfet § I8 AT § (6 BIST RIS b A1eas el
31fer PY-Arg Y o1 R a1 ST Fehe 2 SR swfo eIt Riars aRarsei &
ARBR DI ARG A B 37 I 37 WicdTs [T S, ST WY AT Bl AT BT
1T 9 I8 W ST & [ AN 0 H A1fGTTel BIHY 22.3 IRUT 8 AR D! dfserd
B HE &, STHT IRATH 40.9 & | ARBR A H IT TU&T H b ARPR 7 oY
Y AT HHSIST IATY, S 3T STl Bl | 314 AR &b AR AT fharl & Aol @I,
S0 ITE i, § TSI §, HiUcd AlDbe & gdTal Ta! (BT ST A1 | TRBR RT
9 R 41 T BRAT AT ¢ |

S, A1 & IR H U 91d 3R BED A 11 I1ef FHT BT |
Iyaurerd (M. NAFRIF) : A9 & IR H 1 & © | ...(FaH)...Don't

go back to the points because tnere is a constraint of time.

s Rig : % # 91 g1 g, Af 590 ua 91a w8 TS o, St oft =3t
PR AT ARG | ST HAM b HWR B &, IAD IR H J I8 He1 aredl g 1b o6l IR
fRIRT 92 9 9aaR 81 g1 8, T8 TR I7P 59 A DI, 59 HISC Bl a9 <I5q YTaHe
PR R W IR B A0, hadt HH-HH S Refld Thvot <7 9 fhami & a5
BT TE] 81 ST B |

ST, 59 99 599 STST 8 7 el gU 4 $a+1 81 TRBR A Y&l ST b
I8 AXDHR (BTl BT YHDHT P A1 =T B, FAIP [HAH 39 < BT FI I81 IARSH
2, AT 9 <% &1 Ga3 a1 SUNRDI 8, U6 o | 797 & fhar &1 wReafonT $ufiet
g6 ST, f997 137 5T Y sy -&ran 1 SITQet, A1 8§ <19 & 61 &8 Ahal g & 39
T BT AT BT HATS BINIA B | Pl dTdhd I T8l Al | g2 Tl & AT,
JATIPT Igd-95d &IATS |

#ft TR ST (IR UQ9) : SUQHIIE JEIGY, I9d A I8 favg 9gd &
I © 311X IR H ST 7 &, A1 § ST 6 I8 9gd &1 959 fawy 2,759 fawg w=
B AN 999G ga B 32 T | T AN fhd WX 2, S AR ST BT oo {Har e
2, 39 v IR &9 991 SR I © | 980 Sa, A Mgl BR Bl | S —HHl 89 AnT
AU T H B &, BIS A A1 § , AT Bl B, S 997 Bis Geft oot @aR ol §
a1 e el @) Feare < F g4 forar 7 8, @ A <R & forg Ierft @ &
ST 8 1 1o I AR W Wil $ 9 Y W 9 89 989 B © I J@IRI H Bl & fd
#ifere &, FATd Sfid T &, A1 &A1Y <R P o1y SErfl 4 €1 Ikl 8, agd a7 A1ferd €,
AT ST T B, 1 A SR B Ty ISrAt B & Il ® | Afeh, Wl et e 7 1w
HqEIGY, § THRAT & A1 we ared g 6 g & e ft 3w a1 Sd)-ars) o1 w5
o A faeraadt
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TET X, T Wil 248 BT P & | {1 G4 MY << & febepe A SR a1 a9
<d & Wil H, B 39T 21 -fhdTa T | H9E U™ ge el aridl, Jife a8 et
THIT AT HET ST | feh, T8 Iga IHR A & AR Td BT gl ol @l
Yo g9 S, S9 &7 g™ &1 A el a1 o, I9d! Bls AP T8
T | IR 39 AR W 99 ST 8 | SAfTY 3 H8l fb 98d Sad 3R 984 9989
fawy oR =1, va.q9. et SR 27 7oy R St J =i Saers € |

-1 wreTHAT ST fagY Y, S saTd | el STt &1 e asRT W ©, auf
T B BRI, FRifs 3 TR IR 39 &6 AR IR HGTHS], HH1 AT 1 AT 519 g8f S & a
guf T B ST & | Ol T8l Wief) ST 5 9 a9 3% S9! fbat IRon fHedt g
1 &9 AT T forct firerelt €, Afdh Wt & a3 A il S &t oroeht U efie off 1 eRg
TN 3R TN IS P IR | AT e Sff BT 391 Uep €fee off | 89 I8 81 Fad 1 o9
JAEIRN &1 § g1 & W1 &9 ST 9Ted ©, Se S 3 T Y, e 3791 B
AT B ST A1RY | AT ST & b BHRT R IS 1 8T & | &9 I8 Sl SMHENY
B RAE & 2, Ry I Rig St ggas g1 328 I 3 g+ e aie 9 g8, wa
g%, ¥ 99 f1a sty g8 €, had 7 @l @l g8 8 | SR 989 H-HH 33 AT
RSTe &1 8 AN 2, 7 el § Bgl 33 URUC 01 2 81 78! | ... (JqIH). ..
ARG ST T8l HRe 3R AfSATY &1 T, el H S HolgR! BRal &, I8 dl AfSeraii
J Wl SATST IETR BTATT # BIT B fham & o) #, 98 g1 781 Hxdl, I8 qEH BT
Rrer 81 7 g, w3 Sff, et aai & 84 | 981 PR e & | TN fhr o9
Gapeft wrar & O O greid #, I S Al gTefd 81 8,39% 92 iR &R @it
AigeTd qEa) BT RIBR Sl 2, IqP W H Sl Aolge] BRl 8, I8 HolgR Y&H Bl
RIPR BT 8, 98 AT $T RIGR T8l 81 | I8 TIed 37 sl o1 981 HITH
TER g™ & Wd &l SHH W 39 999 T g8 8,19 o= gAa! 9gd THRaT 9
QI IS | T TS §91 aRE A el ke ?

I el g b g & SRR W) ST IR GefiR Bl 8 | a1 &R
ST, G Wl gt BRM | ST | ar frem &1 a1 S 1R S O 98§, S9
U Pl SRIATA B DI Dl T 89 AR 98 B [HIe 8 | 3SThe R Bl
AT B, olfh] Bs STl | U 81 el a¥4 I8 8,9 &, f6d A1 -3 o 8T &
3R P STIRI R Al <1 | S WR I8 RUIe frerd! 8 1 g 9= Sy 993 4, 596
forg 1ig # fHdl 1S BT 3R AT IS 3R HUS SARPR 6 H 8 AANI 8 AlMb 55
HIET G 81 S11Q | fegam Aar-Qifeal &1 <21 &, Sial d1eere, S8l dar-arast
B IfEAT T B G PR & Y, AT I W § SRATEA 37T SIY, T HIS IAR &
3R I8 TRPR Y&f TR JSHR dlel [ 89 HATY Il V8 8, TRBR I I8 8, Al T8 A<D
I 1 2 | A W § 1 YORAT A1y, § a1 (AT B9, I§ HRI yg el aTad ¢ |
T80 WIS TER 8, U GER 8, Rs! Bl dodn Al 781 B S el iR 59
TR Pl FAH & TRBR
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1 ATl | T Y ! BT 5 Gaz P AR A DI A Bl &1 T Bl © | Well b arR |
1 ST 1 faR 98 Bl 8, Rl 98 Wl IS BRI b 7Y gl Bell 8, g8 Slaahad
AT BT &, <Ifeh 3T AR A S 8N I8l Wl gall Bl 8, IADb aR H Bl Pl g
TET AT PR 8 3R R, 59 =l T8 Bl & Al Sl G& SH 8, SHD! Heq1 I el B
ST A 2 |

BRI <% TRIT <2 8 | 89 $ad Soall AR g P G PR B8 <d © & 89
fImrreiia <91 81 %= &, afd &9 a1 I8 & % 519 89 o9+ w1iai & <w@d © ol g9 ol
I & R S i I8 € A1 21, B8 81 o Wbl | BART 9% 9gd N9 &, HRifeh
HEIeY, fRgwIM & ScuTad 519 & 81 81 & | U IcuTad 579 98 BIdl 8,511 A 1R
RIS IETIT HRAT 2 3R TP SAGd 5 I8 BT §, il S IR THHT T8RIT BRAT
ST | B9 AN ScTGd 319 dTel N T81 & S120al 51l I ekl # 95d &, W SWIed
S9 a7l T8 ¥ | &9 AN SASHaR 81 9dhd &, ol IGdH 919 ol a8l dedrd & fh
3R S W= 1 72 IR wRfiAT R 1T 1 6 1S g st YT ' S |

B EowdhT dlerd &, oifh fhar Hafed &1 g1d1 €, 519 a8 S1uH1 T S o fRTer
2 a1 firee # &1 @ I & | 7R arelt S <1 &ieT 98 faws W <aT € safg 98
A e 81 ST ®, A fohar a1 o= e wR AR € fears ot 181 <, wiife
I8 JART AfSd T&1 Bia, AT VAT BT 3R 3R 98 379+ SHIF IR a8 Y Wi &1
BT o T <l A1 Well 3R el AT-H1T T2} T bl I | 79 fH, S 3w a3
H ITd ST &, SHD! Dell BT 7A1,8S AT ABIR & HIC &b el I Sid H 781 ol
BIdl , gfcip fpar & A ¥ oft g1, AfthT g 3o o= <xg &) =7&l e, w8
&1 uraT, i 98 1 SHIF A FIRT & g SR Rl 8 3R 98 9 W g¢ i B
BT T A WRBR F T FhdT 8 R 7 S FHS A H ADhdT © | I8 YT GRIT 8T
2, ISP 318 Frperal STl 2, oifep 3R foha amrg fMeperm a8 ? fobam <ar &1 ar=t
g ?

g &1 BT 31T STcHET HR 8T &, &1 MY S & b et
BT ? 98 U T ST 811 & | 579 Siodl & 31 31 ARPR oY, IR I 7 el
P @1 g1 81 718 oY T4 Us IR 891 HET AT o {67 ol 7RI I & 31K 89+ Pel
o gl I T1-8T PR T | WR, NI BRI &, 98 37 &1 H ATST A7 8 379 g2 P
foTg &1 PR T ol 8 SR a1l gkl &l < g1 Bl 2 | A 1 i1 a1 o e
39 T &b fTQ &1 o < aTe UaT fh T 91! AR STTST Bl GR| hl Raell el & |
T UIferaTic & H3R el T8l x4 2,7 Ue1 781 -4 , I8 Sl 98 —F SRR ol §¢
8,37 AHIR 3R I1g AT Wl T8I ST BRA 8, AP S0 [BAM] DI BATS B TS §S
RIST &1 W WTg ST 8, I8 T S 811 8, I8 hacl 91 BRAT 8, I8 il AU A
! fEern i TE ST, <ifh I8 w9 {5 i1 9 g1 a1y |
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A AR U 73 71 el o7 [ S7h] AT 65 RIS ©, IR Bl dRae daal Qi ol o
P < IS TG | 89 g Al T8 Hed (bS] aITad b IR IR o DR ST Y, elfe
ITPI S B A8 I8 & [N Al BIST 9T | I8 S UST R 8, S0 SABI 14 81 T8
ST & | 5301 ST, 98 S 39T SN JI AN 931 8, TS-TH HHY H 48 BRP TP
AT T AT ST 8,98 ST 81 T8l © b WA 7 fba=l o Feil 8, 98 ST 8l
T8l 2 % g & Wd # B ol gscll §, 98 A1 98 PR $hadl W ad Hdl g | 99
PRGN BT IEH! 3T AR BT WG T BRAT & Al 171 §7g¢ o &1 5, SUIGTH T
BT 8, GEd! DT SISl 2, ISP A1 B T HRET BT Alfeld 3T+ T IEdTs, 3T
YRR SIS 8,951GR Bl ASIGY SISl &, F2H BT TS~ TeTa Sredl & iR 79 o P
SIS B DI IF BRAT 2 | FHAM & g B H1Fd T BIell ©, 17 D HIFd ag Bl 2 |
A1 T WA ¥ 51T 371 &7 3f1R g YT PRl & SHD AT WR Bl 7oIgL] 89 ~IATH
HOIGR! TE! PEd AITTD AN DI ARE I T ST DI ASTGel, I §H YATH HOIGY)
T B E, SHH) IRIITH ST AEL), HT SIS B HIG 77 BT 7 ? 3R T I ¥
A BRET B I ..(AH B °SY)...

31 e # & S, AR | SREM B st 3R Wd-wferg™ &t 91 & wia
TP IR Pl cd W& | Ul IR AAidT Sfd # qiferaie b1 HaR 8] ST o,
FaeacTSt a1 ST 2, SRt Sl e #30T off | SuwTETe HEled, Al 89 AN HHI-HHl
TRT S & 6 g7 =1 M & , el IR BT & | TSP W SJefdd [abrefcd o
HT 91T, 9 FAR AT AT ST, AR ST GIRE T e 3T Rl 9 49 g ART
ST &1 | |aT R BT 1R AT G ST BT Y AR g | S 96 fobedl a1 o1, 3R 94
=1 519 9 YR AT TS ST AT A1 S8Td & ot IgTet 1rg uR 579 UgTet wRa 9t
Ui wUY H e el Vet frerdr o7 | uier ey § U e 81 & | Ui 9 § U el
AT T U ofiey UgIel U WU &1 UF fhell g Ud WUl &l | 31Tl I § 3118 Uy
3R UeTel 2 w9 BUY fhal I w9 BT efie’| §HRT &1 3113 1 981 , 89 I8 e
FE [ BRI T 961 81 6, B P GbIdel 961 & | b 89N IS P abidel H Ta!
IG1 2,31 89 TR Y8 TV | SREAT 1 a8 @I Bl © | g8el oIl 89 BT I, I8 ST
PHYI AT HET ST &5 8 2ATST SITRT HHI RB & [olfpT 8ART TSI SHA T8 1G]
HHT YT AT BT S b &9 A A SRe 81 ¢ | 1 Igiet Ut BT | i1 Ughel S
3R 9% Y9 /Y IO S Yo WYY ofiex 991 BRaT o7 | I &1 ofd g9 Ugell aR
I ¥ MY ¥ 3R ST g Uob WU fhell &= HRall AT I &A1 98 379 3716 B/
fFell ST | U8 1R FHSAT IS | HEl 7 $el SREM dI A6l & aN H 3R
T @™ & USEaR & IR H TH H AR BT U Fferd i g g, a1

g fam < ST, ﬁgC{gﬂéi\l PRATRE ST | BT RTHAT IS |
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A8 A1 8- N IR B | AT B1 Al 7 T St T 39 @ B S of £ 3R
ST &t A FAT S A SHHER @ B & G |1 o gai § 4 GIR B dr]
B3N AT B ABRI = FATIT 4T T |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Your two minutes are
over. ...(Interruptbns)...

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, he is giving
concrete suggestions.

2} ST 197 : 997 31 WH PR R © | <l b 98 A G arerdTol H I8 7Y,
IYFHTEIE HElY | Uh 1 SHIGR Al TS, B9R UHS, Uid |l 891R UHS STHIA 370
I & T, 37T Pl b A 7Y B B M, IR 370 THSAT & M I foraar fan
3R STHIM T HIfeTd BT AT &1 I8 17 | A1 $© &l A Slb A A1 goNl, $o 4 T8l
TSt T o T8l Gegell &R 81 8 —HeRTR, HIcH, BRd diRe I 99 ¢ [3fg 4§
9 IR BT $ IR A THRAT H FIe=1 08T 6 U Uhs S o & foIy & )
IY[HTE HBIGY, IT Yo ST STHI o & ol I 19 &R, T=d N 9IRS 1
TSI 2 | AR AR YA GUR, 37T BILT B a1 § 781 PR W8T g 99 ard H W & IR H
FIAR 2 T Ab, T STHA I UST B B g DI BT 8 | TAH RS S4,
gRfFeAEs 3R THM BiCATSoR STAdR & 3MTST SHIF & 1 & 9 Id97 o1 &
IDT B AN (HATE 1379 Bl A Wl AT IHH < BICATZOR a1 STl ST il
ISR el < Al | AT B 4 IS 98 H B9 UST B, B P F IR H A
S 2 o 8T8 fore 811 € U 1, a8 f1e aT+il 1 SRevd gl @ A1fell 4ot & forg
I A AT g B SR TSl § | USIE H A1 98 9 9dhdl ©, offh Mad
HERTS, fagy ofik wolied & &1 @ | 37 AoIgRaT o FHSIHT 9 | 3 fader |
A S AT .. (AT B GS).... fHAT B E THRIBR FHNSS wverr off 3R a Wig
T a1 R off, SHST ATST | T ATl Ugel TRBR 7 T I &1 | ... (FaeH)....

Syt (A, NN FRIA) : s Sft, ama wearefe SR |

it SR st ¢ S fa 1 well 70 T9Y 80 wUY fhal fadmT dvet off, a8
T Y el 319 17 W9 fohall I X281 & 1 319 Wl @ Ul BTeld 81 TS © | STFHTEIE
SiY, § arg foh 39 UR 989 8 |l 7, Wl B fedfeT 98 81 Wy 3fiR &1 g 9 —
IR Hed B b JBR al e T 8 W, IR e @« 81 1, off$ g9R &1 e
IR e & W F fHam S qETEl & 3o W @Sl YaGell ax I8 8, 98 GG
W AR A B IBI2 | VPR 1 B a1 2 1P S B GaPpeh Hd §Y UHST SR,
IHBT 1500 HYA AT ST TSI T 7R TRT AT AT T&T 1T [eifeh 3[R AR 741
IR THF g2 1 RS T8 o1, A S7d! AT <1 U | Gageh &) aga o Raed
gferd o= 7 foredt 71 S1cft 7, SHD! gud W IwAT AT ST B, 3@ Avgd) W T8t
EEEASININ RN EaEa
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I BRI 8 [ I WRBR AThs <l &, T 37T SF 1500 WY P A BI I a1g X
S T8 A W1 W & A7 3R AR IR 9 UR JAMT 81, S IS TP a1 iR AT 8
RELIEN

IuquTeAe (AL, FRIF) : AT FAR BIAY |

i SeaR e < 89 Aredl {6 S o | 1, =18 9% 49 & YeER 81,418 §6
&l, O il 3ot 4 39-Ui9 foram gagell & RIeR 81 Sy, a1 d&i 3ik urgde
AR &1 Sl $B W U1 §, IHD! AXPR 3T WA H SHT Y | fHAM HT GR BT
ART B A BT AT | H ST § b fegwa & srelerael iR |l 989 71 | U
IR =R <dl AT 7 BRI A fBAHT BT 10 TR WU BT Bl A% (AT AT | I8 W
o1 =3 St <121 2, SfehT1 R 4 1”&, | Al o Be1 AT {1 dei I 3R
? U1 e 8 T ot feefl, gras 9 99 gQ @l &1 €1 e gan &, Tid A fpami
PHTS W GO 78] R &1 2 | Y AN OfF THRIRI A JSPR GOl IR 989 PR &, I SHP]
Igd &1 el ¥ | (g Y €Y. § @O A EART QAT g AT R | §HIR TG BT Y
U7 91 9 ST BT 2, 98 $adl s9R Ta H @ I ]I, 89 70 il 7 RFag afiv el
BT S B T | BT 6 IR F T RiR A [Ies1 IS | STFHTEd S, s €t oo
oI &1 2,5 4(eTg H AT TR HRl gU 3T a1 414 H 8 WS Bl § | TS |

off 3R g : STareger o), fRaE gRT &1 ST & s ¢ ATy )
fSH®HeE 81 Y81 © | I81 R $© I A3l IURRT B, § T el o1 a18dl §, 98 8RN
TRA T , T8 AT & 3N 374 B3V fh $9 F HH 98 S T |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Hon. Members, there
are more than 20 Members who would like to speak. Only three have spoken
as of now. It would be nice if those who want to speak cooperate with the
Chair. Since this is an important subject, all those who want to speak should
be allowed to speak. Therefore, firstly, those points which have already been
stated should not be repeated. Please try to stick to the time-limit.

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN (Kerala): Thank you, Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, for giving me this opportunity. We are discussing a very serious
issue relating to the suicide by farmers in our country. In this august House,
we have been discussing this matter continuously. In the last Session, there
was a discussion; before that there was a discussion; and, again, this time, we
are discussing this issue. After all the discussions, there is some assurance by
the Government and it is not fulfiled and the situation gets aggravated
throughout the country. This is what has happened.

Sir, nearly one lakh peasants tried to commit suicide in different parts
of the country in the last ten years. Whenever you announced a
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package, the number of suicides increased. It was reported in the newspapers
that when a package was being announced, a peasant was watching the
television and he committed suicide because according to the criteria which
was announced in the particular package was not helping the farmers but he
was very much sure that this package would help him. So, he decided to
commit suicide. That is what happened in this country. Sir, this is what is
happening every day. There is a reason for this. Unfortunately, the
Government is not at all serious about the situation which is prevailing in the
villages at the grassroot level in this country. Sir, what is the main reason for
suicides? The agriculture is not at all a profitable enterprise in our country
even though it is providing livelihood to 62 per cent of the Indian people. So,
the policy makers who are thinking about this policy must be very much
careful about this factor. You have to provide livelihood to 62 per cent of the
population of this country. Unfortunately, the previous Government or this
Government is not at all careful about the situation. Sir, the investment in
agriculture has come down from 14.9 per cent in the First Five Year Plan to
only 5.2 per cent during the Tenth Plan. With regard to the GDP ratio for
agriculture investment, if you see and go through the figures for the last seven
years, it has come down from 1.6 per cent of the GDP to 1.3 per cent of the
GDP in those seven years. This is the situation. Investment is coming down
and what is the result of this fall in the investment? The farmers have to invest
for themselves more and more. The public investment is coming down. The
Government is not investing. So, the farmer is forced to invest. What is the
situation, which is prevailing in this country? Sir, you see now the expenditure
on agriculture, rural development, irrigation, flood control, village industry, etc.
has come down. At the same time, there has been a considerable increase in
the prices of important farm inputs during the last five years. For example,
during 1990-91 to 1995-96, the average Wholesale Price Index increased by
58 per cent. The total agricultural inputs cost, for fertiliser it increased more by
113 per cent, for irrigation 62 per cent, for diesel 75 per cent than the level of
1991. So, Sir, the cost of inputs for the farmers is increasing day by day. But
there is a fall in the prices of agricultural products. The prices are coming
down. What is the situation? You are telling our poor farmers to go and
compete with the international farmers. With regard to the total subsidy
throughout the world, | would submit that it is 300 billion dollars and in which
250 billion dollars have been spent in 21 developed countries. But this poor
nation, whatever they are spending, it is only one-sixth of the total subsidy. In
this country, you are reducing subsidy. What will happen is
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that, naturally, foreign countries and persons from other countries and
especially the multinational companies, which are doing agricultural activity,
are getting a chance of dumping their products in this country. What happened
to cotton from Maharashtra? With regard to cotton, if you think of a farmer
from the US, the subsidy and the access to international supply at lower prices
is also because of the direct and indirect subsidy, leading to dumping for the
US. During the period from 1998 to 2003 the cotton prices in the US were
lower than the cost of production, by more than 50 per cent on average. That
is the situation. It is very much possible for them to come here and dump it
here. What is the situation in this country? Here since the removal of the
Quantitative Restrictions huge import of cotton came to this country because
of more subsidies in that country. The cotton is coming to this country.
Naturally, subsidies have gone down in our country and the prices have gone
down from the Minimum Support Price of Rs.2000 to Rs.1800. That is what
has happened in this country. This is the situation of our cotton farmers. The
cost of pesticides has increased, the cost of inputs has increased, and cost of
every thing has increased. The prices have come down. Naturally, they are
forced to go and commit suicide and the Government is a mere watchman.
The Minister is the Cricket Board President, only a night watchman in
agriculture. What is the situation? ...(interruptbns)..,

SHRI N. JOTHI (Tamil Nadu): Why are you supporting the
Government? ...(interruptions)... You are also responsible. ...(Interruptions)...
There is a vicarious liability. ...interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): Don't yield. Don't
yield.

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | would like to
submit on the serious gravity of the situation. What has happened in this
august House? The hon. Finance Minister was forced to admit the situation,
when he addressed in this august House, when we had discussion with regard
to the prices. | quote Sir, "This a larger question. This must be debated
thoroughly. Just take rice. | did not go back very far. Let me go back to only
1993-94. In 1993-94, in the case of Kharif crop, 80 million tons was the total
rice production. It remained more or less at the same level for about seven or
eight years and went up to 89 million tons in 1998-99. Since, then, it has
remained the same. Take wheat. Since 1998-99, wheat has been up to the
level of about 70-71 million tons. Take cereals together, since 1998-99, it has
been at the level of 190 million tons. 2002-03 was a
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bad year. It went down to 160 million tons or so. | pointed out that there has
been no major scientific technological breakthrough. After the first Green
Revolution, there has been no major breakthrough in the production of rice or
wheat or pulses." This is the condition. You are admitting. Your own
Government is admitting. How are you going to change the situation? You
have to answer this nation. How are you going to change the on-going
policies? What is your policy with regard to the situation, which is prevailing in
this country, and with regard to the suicide of farmers? How are you going to
resolve this issue? You have to give an answer to this nation. That is my
humble request to the nation. Then, Sir, with regard to the Minimum Support
Price, what is happening? Here, some intellectuals, some experts from
Jawaharlal Nehru University and other acadamies who never go to the field
are doing heavy exercise from their office and they are coming up with
suggestions. Is it helpful to the farmers? That is the question. What is the
situation? Not a single support price for the last ten years has met the cost of
cultivation, except sugarcane for two years - he is from Maharashtra -- except
for sugarcane, that too for two years, it is almost adjustable. Sir, the average
gap in the Minimum Support Price and the cost of cultivation per crop as per
the figures worked out to be, following in terms of each crop, over the period of
eight years, from 1996-2004. The difference is given in the minus per cent,
from the price asked for and granted; paddy: -38 per cent, bajra; -48 per cent,
groundnut: -32 per cent; cotton: -38 per cent, sunflower, -50 per cent. | do not
want to go into other details. This is the situation. So we are discussing about
the Minimum Support Price. What is the condition? You have to change it. If
we think about all the crops which are being cultivated and the loss to the
cultivators, the loss for the cultivators varies from 38 per cent at the minimum
to 50 per cent at the maximum. This is the situation. Except sugarcane,
whatever cultivating items are there, this is the situation. The farmers are
losing everything. Sir, now | come of my State, Kerala. Sir, my State has
turned to cash crops. Sir, you must be aware that in my State, 60 per cent of
the total gross crop area is meant for cash crops. What happens to the cash
crops after this policy? What is the fate of the coffee farmer in the Wayanad
district and the Idukki District? In a small district like Wayanad, more than 351
farmers committed suicides. Day-by-day it is increasing.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): Even now it
is happening.
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SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: What is the reason for the sharp fall in
the price of coffee? Everywhere this report is coming. It is the same situation
with pepper. You know this country is producing nearly 95 per cent of the total
pepper. Kerala is producing for this nation. It is for export and we are getting
foreign exchange. For all these export commodities, prices of cash crops have
fallen. Is there any programme with this Government to help the cash crop
farmers in Kerala? This is the question put by the people of Kerala. Do you
have any proposal, any programme, as far as your programmes are
concerned? As far as the Ministry of Agriculture is concerned, they are totally
unaware of the situation because its hands are tied. He does not have any
power. He will say, 'go to the Commerce Ministry." What is his right on
agriculture? You are saying that this does not come under agriculture. You are
saying cashew is not agriculture, coffee is not agriculture, rubber is not
agriculture, coconut is not agriculture, then what is agriculture? Sir, see the
situation. The farmers are committing suicides. The Government is just
standing in between. No role for this Government! What is this? The
Government has to come out with a specific proposal. There should be a
special package for Kerala. The situation is very bad there. The hon. Minister
was kind enough to give some help to three districts. But, Sir, we have
fourteen districts. Cash crops grow right from Kasaragode to Kakyskkavila.
Helping only three districts will not solve the problem. So, give a special
package for Kerala. Considering the situation and the variety of crops,
especially cash crops and the crop pattern in Kerala, the Central Government
has to give a special package and special assistance for Kerala. It should not
be delayed. | hope, when the hon. Minister will give reply to this debate, he will
announce a special package for Kerala, looking at the problems being faced
by farmers in Kerala.

Then, Sir, we have to think about some specific programmes. The
first thing is about the institutional loan. What is the role of banks? | don't want
to take more time. The Central Government says to banks that they have to
give a minimum of 18 per cent loan to farmers. Which nationalised bank is
giving 18 per cent loan? What about the private banks? They are giving only 8
per cent or 7 per cent. And, what is the recommendation of Swaminathan
Commission? It has recommended to give 30 per cent loan. What is the
proposal of this Government? How are you going to provide more institutional
loan to farmers? It was reported in The Hindu that a farmer owns three acres.
He has been asking a loan amount of only Rs. 18,000. It was reported on g™
in The Hindu. The report says and | quote,
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"l own three acres and needed Rs. 18,000 crop loan. The bank gave me Rs.
5,000. How am | supposed to do anything with that? " This is the news item.
He has three acres of land and you are giving just Rs. 5,000! What will he do
with Rs. 5,000? For a farmer this bank is giving Rs. 5,000! What will he do?
He has no option but to commit suicide. What is this? Are we so inhumane
towards the farmers of this country? This is very bad. You have to change the
situation.

And, the Swaminathan Commission recommended to give loans to
farmers at the rate of 4 per cent. Are you ready to give it? This is my question
to the Government. | am expecting a positive reply from the Government.

| now come to the market. Sir, middlemen are taking away 60 per
cent and the farmer is getting only 40 per cent. You please enter into the
market and do something for them and consider this wholesale price for
M.S.P.

Then, | request the hon. Minister to increase the Minimum Support
Price. And, the Government should also save the farmers from the clutches of
moneylenders. So, Sir, this Government has to come out with some specific
proposals. There should be an enhancement in the public inputs. That should
be done. You have to provide more irrigational facilities. More infrastructure
has to be developed. On these lines, specific and concrete proposals and
programmes before the nation should be placed by the Government...{Time-
bell)...I am just concluding.

Finally, | would like to say that if you forget the farmer then think
about those who are sitting on my right. They have campaigned 'India shining
minus farmers.' They are sitting there. And, you are talking about only 8 per
cent and 9 per cent GDP growth and the there is a zero per cent GDP growth
for farmer and he is committing suicide. If you forget the farmer, | don't know
the future of this Government. If this policy continues, | cannot help this
Government. So, Sir, you have to change the policies in favour of farmer. We
are expecting loans to the farmers at the rate of 4 per cent from this
Government. | hope the Hon'ble Minister will give a positive reply for the poor
farmers who are committing suicide and who are on the verge of committing
suicide.

With these few words, | conclude. Thank you.
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SHRI N. JOTHI: Sir, | appreciate every word of the hon. Member. Why
don't they go to the President and withdraw support to this Government? If you
withdraw the support, both the farmer and the country would be
saved....(Interruptions)...

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): That would be more
dangerous for the country.:.(Interruptbns)...

SHRI N. JOTHI: Why are you standing up here and talking? You must
talk about this at the Coordination Committee meeting, to the Congress people,
not here..(Interruptions)...

SHRI PENUMALLI MADHU (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, what is this?...
(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Now, Mr. P.G.
Narayanan...(Interruptions)...Mr. Jothi don't waste time. Mr. Narayanan, please
start...(Interruptions)...

SHRI P.G. NARAYANAN (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the
suicides by the farmers is a very serious problem which confronts our country.
Almost eight States are affected with this problem. Even in a State, like, Kerala,
which has the highest literacy rate and health standards, there had been
suicide deaths. If you analyse why there had been suicide deaths in Kerala,
you will only come to the conclusion that lack of irrigation facility is one of the
main reasons for suicide by the farmers. Deaths have occurred in the Wynad
region of Kerala, which falls in the rain shadow region.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Not only in Wynad, but
in other districts also.

SHRI P.G. NARAYANAN: Sir, this particular area has no irrigation
facility. Most of the areas where deaths have occurred - be it Telangana or
Vidarbha - lack irrigation facilities. So, the suicides by the farmers is taking
place in the water-deficit areas and the rain shadow regions. The «'
Government of India is not serious about implementing the 'river linking
scheme' between Himalayan rivers and peninsular rivers. The political class in
Northern India, especially in Hindi heartland, is sabotaging the river-linking
programme for the past several years. States like U.P., Bihar and West Bengal
are the principal opponents. Political leaders in these three States talk of
nationalism and internationalism, but they are not wilting to spare water for the
water-deficit areas, like, Vidarbha, Telangana or Tamil Nadu.
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One of the reasons behind the naxalite problem in these regions is the lack of
irrigation facility. The Central Government, ruled by the so-called nationalist
parties, like, the BJP and the Congress are bent upon treating the water-deficit
areas as their colonies. When there was a demand from the entire Southern
India that Himalayan and peninsular rivers should be linked, our former Prime
Minister, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, had finalized a Rs. 30,000 crore scheme
for linking rivers in Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. Mr. Vajpayee was
only interested in the welfare of the people of Northern India. The same is the
case with the Congress Party. That is why BJP will never win the seats from
the South India and the Congress Party is slowly losing its ground. Very soon
both the so-called nationalist parties will be reduced to the status of regional
parties. ... (Interruptions)... The Central Government should not act in a
partisan manner and should work in the interest of farmers all over the
country. ...(Interrruptions)... If irrigational facilities are provided by linking
rivers, like, the Ganges with Cauvery, there will be no suicide by the farmers of
Vidarbha or Telangana or Wynad region. These three regions account for
ninety per cent of the suicide deaths. So, it is high time that the Central
Government should think about implementing the river-linking programme. |
would like to suggest to the comrades from West Bengal not to play a second
fiddle to the political parties, like, the Congress Party, which is not willing to
implement the river-linking programme for the reasons better known to them. |
appeal to them to give a helping hand to alleviate poverty in Vidarbha,
Telangana and other areas.

Sir, the CPM swears by Karl Marx. And, Marx only preached the rule
of the proletariats. So, they should rise above parochial considerations and
address the issues of poverty and suicide deaths. Sir, | would like to inform the
House that the AIADMK Government headed by my leader, Puratchi Thalaivi,
had ensured that there were no suicide deaths in Tamil Nadu despite the fact
that Karnataka did not allow water from the Cauvery River. And, therefore, 80
per cent of the crops in the State ...{Interruptbns)...

SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD (Karnataka): There are no suicide deaths
in Tamil Nadu. There are suicide deaths in Karnataka
because.... (Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Mr. Jothi, please sit
down....(Interruptions)... Mr. Hariprasad, you can speak later, not now.
...(Interruptions)... No; no. ...(Interruptions)...Mrs. Cariappa, you can speak
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later, not now. ..{Interruptions)... Don't speak now. ...(Interruptions)...
Mr. Hariprasad, please....(Interruptions)... Mr. Narayanan, you are losing your
time. ...(Interruptions)... So, you complete your points. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI P.G. NARAYANAN: Sir, they are interrupting.
...interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): You continue your
speech. ...(Interruptbns)... You please continue. ...(Interruptions)... Don't get
interrupted by them. ...(Interruptbns)... Please complete.

SHRI P.G. NARAYANAN: My Leader, during her rule, launched a
unique scheme called the Farmers' Security Scheme for the welfare of farmers
and agricultural labourers. One crore and 37 lakh farmers and agricultural
labourers were benefited at all stages of their life from cradle to grave. This
unique scheme has been done away with by the present anti-agriculturist DMK
Government for political reasons. This model scheme, that is, the Farmers'
Security Scheme, initiated by my Leader in Tamil Nadu, if implemented all
over the country, can prevent most of the sufferings of farmers, including
suicide deaths. In foreign countries, like China and the U.S., loans are
provided to farmers at the lowest rate of interest. But, in India, we are charging
more. So, | appeal to the Government that the rate of interest should be
reduced to the minimum. They should not charge more than four per cent rate
of interest for the loans advanced to the farmers. Thank you, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Thank you Mr.
Narayanan for sticking to the time. You had eight minutes and you stuck to
that. Thank you very much. That is a good example for others also. Shri
Manohar Joshi.

2 AT wWIH ([FEm) ¢ W, ....(Fau™)....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: That is the order. | will call you next. Your
name comes after him. You can listen to him, and then, you can speak.

ot TR Sreft (FERTSY) - A STHHIR weley, # emuwt amuR g 6
AT 3 59 TR FHRIT IR die &1 AiaT a1 | 91, H qHsidn § & oet g9 Aeayquf
v w749l 81381 § 3R 39 =9l & 99 Afk weq H P w9 & W i #40 eiv
Ty @y 3 ) SufRd 8Id , <1 98 378! BIdT, wifd H g8 el § 6 I fawyg
S HA1 b B H TE & | T8 09 B B b oy 3red #H3 e Ty Suerer I a1
FHd &, 39 fIwg W oY a3t 99 ard iR el 2 1 gefiforg &
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4.00 P.M.
JAIA g Tob TS 599 1 o GHY {4 #3171 I8 SURRIT I8 984 1 3MaeIH o7 |

R, § e frar T8l g, Rifh 70 Wl 781 € [ § AeRT o1 g7 435
BN & DRI WA b T ST &, 59 A9 R I Fobell § SR 5Td H dAip 9471 Bl
Jfeger ]8T, 99 94 g4l Ay W g1 aR e 4 g9l gl oY | safo s favy par |
H31 AT & | fw forer 1R 8, A% I8 Hel B Sxd Tel, il 39 < A Th
SIRI 9 SATET 1 7 STeHE e &1 8 | 3 781 |rer g b bis 1 <o Y gl o qer 4
U oIRG 1T STHERT BN 3R 29 ¥ 7RI 2 1 Y a3 BT 8,

“STHET B! I IR G DR fhar &l
=g B 31 & 8, < B U B

faw g 1R 7, 1 fawg o 71 Sadt 99 @1, afeds 9 & R AFRS Bt
JATeTET BT <MY, Forn =t =12y, Q9 fawy w39 W+ o ==i 81 38 € 1 § amen
PRl g 6 Tt Iewy 59 94t & TURAT A o1 3R 39 A9 # TRaR $1 $B g <A
3R TRBHR WY 3 IR H qRT & 30, 7€ A e |

AR, 59 QU BT SN YIS BT ST 2 | $9 < BT YA U201 P &7 8 3R
I8t |9 A SURIT B €, 1 98 39 < I A B | 7B, G159 a1d &1 ¥ 95 §9@
& o5 BIR HERTSE 9 317Y P 721 ¥8i 93 € | 98 9 vy 31 3o aRe 4 99 8 1 gg
ff fpam € A fpal &1 g 98 STox Hsi 3R 39 vy A 519 SR <31, A1 dd I &
IR 4 Pl U AT e Bl <1 [ 53 FHRAT BT YRT A1 81 Fh T |

Sir, the Government have identified 31 districts where farmers are
committing suicides on a large scale . In Andhra Pradesh, there are 16
districts; in Maharashtra and Karnataka, there are six districts; and in Kerala,
there are three districts....{Interruptions)..

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Only threel!

SHRI MANOHAR JOSHI: Yes, Sir. So, the Government has declared
31 such districts. Therefore, Sir, | know that these are not the only districts -- |
know for certain --...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: | said, Chair is for the whole House.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KUREAN): Yes, Chair is for
everybody. So, if you increase in every Stat®©;. | will be very happy.
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SHRI MANOHAR JOSHI: Therefore, Sir, | will speak about all the
parts of our country where suicides are being committed, but, of course, my
thrust will be on the State of Maharashtra from where | come. Sir, in
Maharashtra, right from 2001-05, | have seen that the number of suicides is
increasing. The total number, according to my knowledge, of suicides during
this period is 2,285. | have taken the figures up to May, 2006. Before that also,
in some places, suicides were committed but the total figure during 2001-06 is
not a small number. | personally feel that a farmer commits suicides when it
becomes impossible for him to live. Under the Constitution of India, every
citizen of our country has been assured the right to live. It is a Fundamental
Right. But, to farmers, unfortunately, this Fundamental Right is not being given,
and the matter becomes more serious when | find that after such debates
having taken place on a number of occasions in both the Houses, no concrete
result is coming out. | would like, therefore, to ask the hon. Agriculture Minister
whether he seriously wants to stop farmers' suicides in the country. | am sure
and | am confident that if the Government goes ahead with determination, with
strong will, to see that these poor people do not commit suicides, it can be
done. Sir, | do not want a routine reply from the hon. Minister. | know that at
different places, different Committees were appointed. In Andhra, on this issue
there was a Committee, namely, National Institute of Agricultural Extension
and Management; in Karnataka,' Naresh Committee was appointed; and, in
Maharashtra, two Committees were appointed -one was Tata Institute of Social
Sciences and the other was Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research.
Therefore, my first request to the hon. Minister is, not to appoint any
Committee any more, because the appointment of committees has been
sufficiently done. They have given their opinions on the issue. They have given
their recommendations. But, unfortunately, the Government has not worked
according to their recommendations.

Sir, in Maharashtra, it is not that the farmers are only committing
suicides, but some farmers - because they wanted to repay their loans --have
sold their kidneys. There was a case wherein a farmer had sold his child only
because he wanted to repay the loan. In such a grave situation, a
representation was made to the President of India, Dr. A. P.J. Abdul Kalam,
and in this representation, -- the villagers are from Vadola, a village in
Vidarbha, - they have asked the permission of his Excellency, the President of
India, for euthanasia, i.e., that they wanted his permission to kill themselves.
Sir, this is a very grave situation. But even for raising such a serious discussion
in the House, - this Session is almost getting over and
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we are debating this issue now -- we are waiting till the fag end of the Session.
As a matter of fact, this issue should have been the first item of discussion in
the House. It should have got the first priority among the items which was
supposed to be discussed in the House in this Session, But, unfortunately, it
could not be done because the farmers have the last priority, not only outside
but even in this Session also. Sir, these farmers wrote to the President that
they would like to end their lives instead of suffering crop losses every year. It
means, they were prepared to die, and they wanted the permission of the
President of India in that regard. If this is the plight of the poor farmers of this
country, | don't know what the Government is going to do. | have to make a
charge against the Government that they are not sincerely trying to solve this
problem; and they are also not seriously attempting to stop suicide being
committed by farmers of our country. ...(Time-bell)... Sir, | have just started.
Sir, firstly, the debated started too late. We can sit late. You can take the
sense of the House. | am sure that everybody would like to sit late.
...interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN):  See, Manohariji,
there are 17 more speakers who are yet to speak. That is why | am saying
this. Please try to be brief. Try to complete it, as soon as possible.

SHRI MANOHAR JOSHI: Sir, | will try to be brief. Sir, the Chief
Secretary of the State of Maharashtra was fined for not giving the necessary
information about the death of people, about the number of suicides, to the
court. Is the Minister aware of this that finally on their request for pardon, they
were pardoned by the court? But the Chief Secretary and thirteen other IAS
officers were punished only because they could not give the information at
right time. Sir, once Gandhiji had said, "The poor Indian farmers have no
option but to do farming activity. He cultivates the land which he inherited from
his ancestors and the agricultural activities are not profitable. But by cultivating
the land, the farmer is becoming poor and poor day-by-day." So, it means, the
great leader like Mahatma Gandhi, also knew the plight of the farmers.

Sir, | would only talk about the points which | want to make. The
reasons for suicides by the farmers are enumerated by the Minister himself.
He had said, natural calamities causs”igh indebtedness, and the reason for
that is, failure of crops, uncertainty of monsoon, non-availability of term loans,
high rate of interest, highest rates of interest of the private moneylenders,
diversion of loan for marriage, sickness, education, etc.,
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mono-crop, no supplementary income other than agriculture and much
pressure on land because of the growing population.

Sir, 1 would like to add only two to three points to these. One of them
is, the Plan outlay in agriculture, which is going down every year. Is it not
necessary, and does the Government not know, that this Plan outlay needs to
be increased? If you look at the Plan right from 1951, during 1951-56 it was
14.9 per cent of the total Plan; now, if we look at the Tenth Plan, the Plan
outlay has gone down to 5.2 per cent. That means that for agriculture, the
outlay is not increasing, but, unfortunately, going down. Therefore, would the
Agriculture Minister assure the House that the Plan outlay for this Five Year
Plan and the next Five Year Plan would increase and not go down?

Sir, irrigation backlog in Vidarbha has also caused a number of
suicides, as also the cotton price rise mechanism in Vidarbha, which has
already been mentioned by earlier speakers. | have with me a copy of the
manifestos of the Congress Party, both for the Central and State
Governments. | would not take the time of the House by reading out this
manifesto, but the Congress Party had promised that they would spend the
maximum amount of money for farmers. What has happened to that? This is
the manifesto of the Government of Maharashtra where they said that
electricity would be given free of cost; the then Chief Minister is not present in
the House now, but he had promised that electricity would be given free to the
farmers. What has happened to that? These manifestos are deceitful and the
farmers are dying because the Congress Party promised them lots of things,
which they did not honour.

Sir, because of paucity of time, | would only suggest a few remedies.
If the Government wants to help the farmers and stop the suicides, these
remedies must be followed. And if that is done, | feel confident that suicides
could be avoided. If the Government is serious about stopping farmers'
suicides, the best and immediate remedy would be to waive off the debts that
they owe till date. My request to the hon. Minister would be, let us not make it
a point of prestige and let us waive off the total loans given to the farmers. If
that is done, at least, during difficult times like this, | am sure, the farmers of
the country will not commit suicide.

Sir, as regards interest on the loans that they have taken, | would say
that it could be reduced, and the rate of interest that | have suggested is four
per cent. It is most shocking that you could get loan to purchase a
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Mercedes car in Mumbai at the rate of six per cent, while the farmers have to
pay 11 to 12 per cent. | don't think justice is being done in any manner. This
needs to be taken care of. Here, | would like to mention that in Maharashtra,
there is a case where one of the moneylenders is an MLA himself, and the
rate of interest charged by him is not less than 30 per cent.

37t ST Y (AERTSY) : 9%, U1 S UH. VAU, T8I © | ... (FauH)....

SHRI MANOHAR JOSHI: | am not mentioning any names. | don't
wish to know all the names.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): He has not
mentioned any name. How do you know which MLA it is?

37t ST AY: WX, AR $ GH.UA.U. Bl S8 el 8 (b ...(FdIM)... IR,
AERTS BT U A TA.UA.U. U1 el & Ueb ol Hl-<ex 78] &, I8 H Hel arsdl §
..(TALT). .. IT TATIEATE TH.TSA.T. T 79 o= A= & |

it AR et : {9 A Al foran T2 onfl 9 .. (e, ..

37t &1 /Y : U ) VAT TH.UA Y. HERT H 81 @ | ...(TaeH).... fdl off
o7t & 72 2 | ffarsier # ff 72 £ oft wferm urdt # it 721 € 1 ... (cgawm™)....

SHRI MANOHAR JOSHI: Sir, this was not denied. Over and above, it
was said that the Chief Minister of Maharashtra helped that MLA when he was
in difficulty. But, | am not going into that controversy. But | am not going into
this controversy. So, the rate of interest has to be reduced; the loan amount
has to be totally wiped out. | am sure, if this is done the farmers can be saved.
My last point is about the Prime Minister's package and the truth about it. The
Prime Minister came to the State of Maharashtra, particularly Vidarbha region.
| appreciate his visit. He along with the Agriculture Minister, and also the
Home Minister probably came and gave a package. His package was not
appreciated at all. He provided Rs.712 crores for overdue interest. But 50 per
cent of that ..(Interruptions)..

SHRI DATTA MEGHE: It was Rs.3750 crores. ..(Interruptbns)..

SHRI MANOHAR JOSHI: | am speaking point by point.
.interruptions).. Out of this amount, 50 per cent was to be shared by the State
Government. Rs. 1300 crores were for redistribution of overdue loan. It was
not seen whether it is beneficial for the farmers or the cooperative banks. Sir,
additional credit loan of Rs. 1275 crores was given from NABARD. NABARD
has enough money. The question was of N.P.A., otherwise there was no
problem. Sir, Rs.2177 crores were provided for
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irrigation activity, and in the package finally a number of items, which are
provided in the Budget every year, were there. Therefore, ultimately, this
amount of Rs.3750 crores was not the amount in reality. The amount, which
they provide in Budgets, was also shown and the Government tried to pretend
as if they were giving a big relief to farmers, which was not really true.
Therefore, Sir, | would like to request the Government that apart from the loan
and the interest, seed should be made available to the farmers; customs duty
on cotton coming to India should be increased; Irrigation Special Fund has to
be given; electricity should be made freely available to farmers. If these few
things are done, | am sure that the suicide by farmers can be stopped. But, Sir,
let me warn the Government, before | conclude, if this is not done, | am sure,
that farmers will take law in their hands; and farmers are not going to tolerate
the incapability of the Government to provide them relief. Therefore, the
Government will have to act now. It is my earnest request to the hon. Minister
to act now and see that farmers get relief. Thank you.

it M8 IEHM : SUHIRIE Sfl, T Idd AUl fawd R 37 ¥ arer
BT AR T, I T8l H S oIg AT TR |

IYHHTIE FEIGY, I8 BRI GRS 8 6 e # UPA Tac allg
3R BN FATTY BT IFTSR U U Ah & 81 H 3MTs Sl Tl &b Wl &b Ha17 4
HR RIATRIT & HETT A 3IR B AIST H U AgHd] Afh © | 31T 91 SRV 8 &
HEH SATET TR & , $9P aR H FHRAT § Fra1 ST1 @1y 3R $89H SeliTd TSIt
3R 3 &A1 Aol § HUR IShR &4 AT 81T, FIfh H AT § fd 3R <27 I
HSGH PRAT 8, 3R I BT GBI BRAT 8, IR <2 H JHA-IT BRIH HRAT & 1 qa
3789 HET fhT &1 8 | 3R B=aT Wl 781 B, AT <% B1 AT (b1 T8 811, <=0
H AT PTIF eI BN, MR T SRV & [ AT S BT FAM [ ST
qeIH B ? H fhar gRaR 9 1 g, 3 ST § o 3fTST BIC fhd Wl =1 781 918d
J ISR HRAT AR &, TR H GAY B BRI 71 U =1 d18d & | Wl 7 Fora=i
AR T &, I IS S U W F W A8l B8Rl | I8 U R vy
g @I U U iy w3l et & , (79T ©9 3 98 39 R YHEHRI &7 4 B SR
B HIRTY ft B 2, AT RN AR sRU RN € | Fewi w8i € 2 T8l Wua-Tw
J U B HH § 2 97 O 7T SR B HIA A Bl 7 Bl chRig DI RART & 7 3R
PRI S ? 59 AIST Pl THIRAT A <l B ATTLIDBA & |

IYFHTIE Sff, T8 910 Fel 2 [ $9 I 9 SRIGRI a1 TAY & SR &
SIRT | AT BT 2 f5 39 <9 & fram icTecd o) 32 € | 919 fdr & °T4 30+
—A Pl 3T Wl IT Plelol § g8 UST Tal Tl 7, 3R I 3R AU
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SUS ¥ gg T el 7 oyl afeal @t wdt ff A€ wxar daan €, 91 R 59
TG b 37X 3O 31fere g7 SR THIR 79l 3R 1 &1 Aepal & 2

3ITST Jod gl 81 X1 5 | MY (AT BT SHD! SUS B AN B el @ I8
| 319 g BT &M 610 WU FETRT B 1331 & 3f1R R 3y ey F fe=g=ar # 900
WYY &b ST ¥ g HIG1 S © | AID] A1 8RR ot a9-9$ I3 9 AgPR &,
IR AT & g B WIS BRS a-7M1d Ug ITSIR-ITR H BIFST PR (3T | TSIY
PIWRBR T BIFST BT G BT G BT a1 [T AT | < BT g8 B BT FFHGRI AT
IBH o ot fb BT 1 ST a1 e Ry a1 7t a1 &, <3a of | 39 999 I8l
QR B WRBR T, A 31T 59 T A9 BIFST DI WA T8 X, Sfd TP AT I
FHY T § TSI TSI g [ T $H < H HES TR D lel P Tl o |

SUFHTEE Sfl, STET I fha™ & Wd &I qaTe &, Sd oy Riars & #is
YRAT T T | I TR T P 17 i o7 arreT b, «fes=t oy fonsd) off W &Y o
T 3 R 3 7 €, 3 R & &) ard oxe aredn § | fER 3 Res ff Rrarg s
9,30 | PIg W BT ST AT, el &, IS4 Pel Ul T8l & | U @I b Ted
MY T 4 Sggdet a8l <Ay 8, S A Bis eggde dl are] TEl & | 319 HHe bl
g, oot 98l W gure o R €, 98 W a7 €, a8t &1 feam oty ot
Ry 5 €, SHST 1wy TR 7 & | 39 UR MRAR 31T RIT T IR 7 7, 3ol I8 &
fpar g AOIgR v R @1 AT H e My & | A Rl F g8 @ ww
...(TIH)....

3ft TEARI Il ([SSHT): TISIY & A7 H U Pls BT el o
...(TAIM)... T4 TG BIS T2 ... (FITH)....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Mr. Pany, please,
don't interrupt, 9T Sft, 319 93T ... (F@e™)...

it FEARMET 9Ifdy : 377 & IT qA18Y [P TSI F FHI b BIH-9 BEA §
BT 3 ggrar e 2 ... (ae). ..

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Mr. Pany, please
..interruptions 31 &, 379 93 SISV ... (FIEM). ..

it HEARTET 91T : {37 BT HT T ISV ...(FAM)... 39 T8 b IR~
RTER awhed T8 811 9113 ...(@Ym).... This is highly irresponsible statement.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Mr. Rahman, please
continue. Please, try to wind up. FHIE ST |
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2} A8 IEAM ¢ TS [98R A BIs Al Iadd =1 T8 © | 3MReR R fovd
TRE ¥ AT YWTS BT JHAA PR Ghal © 7 Y HAT Sil, &7 MY T8I & [HAM] B
AT <9l € 7 fIER &1 S gl fohal a1fdie off ofiR ot foha=it i =R o= =reft T8
g, 3B TG THET BT AT RIYdT R & fhari & ufaf=Rray & wrer &fiw
fIER IRER & 1T 10 P T8 G AT b HIAAT PeIIR T |

T8l I WX aSTell &1 ware 8,98 R fotel ff =181 € | 98i W fasiel vgl w®
Y T2} firere) € | fham STl 9 &1 ST 8, S Siofel ®I |1 93T Sff Y87 © 3R S
SUYS BIT &, SHBT ST 19 ST Fear T8l & | STy § 3M9d HAegH | A= H37
ST BT ST 5 1R NP HRAT A18el g | facd H31 i 7 1oy |19y § Pe1 o7 fob fepara
BT BRAfMET B o7 FH s W A9 S BT B BRI, oAfdhd ) TH 398 Py
PRATS el g8 | IR fHAm! DI MR §9 < BT AT BT & ql fBATT b oI W=
HRAT IS fh SR fhA™ ) SUST BT ITH SN 1D 19 IH el e ot fohdr &t
fererered) T2} Bl Y fhv B It AhelT B | 5T T P BT 37 dTed ATHE IR 31T S
A A el fIerarddy, SHD! 7S T RN, SHD! UIATET Ta] ST aF 1Y 31T
TE G AP B | ... (AT DI &Y.

3T GERT A W HTEA B Bl I HRY | 3FR R 19 e o v ew
Uig-g¥ e TET dlefil | 39 Ul IR 3 ST e =iy |

Syaurera (3. ©9.HREE) : gAY, set arct o1 ergH Ui e o, oifd
MY 37 AT A& § |

Y WS &9 : 89! I e dlem B |
IquTeael (M. H.A.HRIA) : Tel-781, 9 e 781, 1-o e |

sft AIRISR AN : W18l I Rl & o ITel WicaTsoR & Ward 8, I8 off
WE T W T2 et & Sfud e WR &1 fHerd € | [NER & fhami of <1 J1dhe § fire
BT T | 31T 9 Fhdl © 3R I I, BICATSOR 3 9ga g U9 W fremae € | R
39PT WY e TRE W SAOH MUBT HRAT AR | 197 & AW § o9 dhad o fh g9
=Tl 1 ST AT <1 | 319 U T $iY %1 &, [98R H 9a §oR Us gU & | U8
ITH IS TR BT AT | 319 TS-FS AN A 15T BT AR B Fordm iR 3o o= a1
$T AT 31 15T SRATA 7 BRI | H I1d B A1 Bl g b Sl {Har a1 diof 7@
2, IFH SATET SIS BT 2T, TS SN BT FEN AT I PReb Wall skl &, T =
FOR BIT ST XET & TAT IHH AP BICATZOR BT SToxd ISl 8 | SHITY ST
HeIey, § FTARET | A #2301 S & =1 d18d g 6 (ars & @rawen gHfead
BRI Y |

IyaHTEE (MRS, FRIA) : e IR AT T S A gD © |
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i AFrSR T : [ISTell &1 S b S, 4 & G1E g W) Tl
B A a1 SY | g9 78 S 3 $ET 6 aRIe) 59 < H B &) WK @ E |
AP 9 BT B IRBR T A8 TR elell & dl i | F 1T 31 91T 8 | ¥ ITerd
Y BT APR & U P T I8, I TS P BH BT Y AN GRS DR S & | AT 3R
<2 Pl eI S Y IAMI & Al U 8 Uret, Joulogo Ta-He aRTeR e JUT IRE UaR I
S P HAT IS AN A FHSIAT g 1 <27 BT 9l 81 | {611 T 9Tl 81T | A ART febar
R €, ¥ 9-9¢ U3 AGPR & AR €, fBamer &1 giaie a9e- 781 o © |
SUUTEIE] HEIG, MY 311 IX §let Bl AlbT &, g=uarg |

it T3 ATg: TH AN I8 fHAm @l Mo & IR ¥ RAFH R E
| =8I JaT T < foha, gRif &) 2, A9 A1 2 | ... (au™)... TN 91 U6
& IRAR € | ...(FaUM)... BRI 4 AT BT RPTS I, MMT T a7 P @ © |
.. (TFE)....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Shri Arjun Kumar
Sengupta. Be brief please.

SHRI ARJUN KUMAR SENGUPTA (West Bengal): Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, we can all appreciate the intensity of feeling on this subject
which has been expressed by all concerned. May | be permitted to talk
something without any partisan position and state what are the problems and
how those problems have to be tackled?

Sir, the farmers' suicides are not new, although this has been
happening over the last few years at a rate much greater than before. And,
temporary actions are taken. But, it can always be said that these actions are
not enough; the provision the Prime Minister made is not sufficient. This can
always be talked about. | am not getting into those discussions today. What |
would like to talk about are the methods to prevent farmers' suicides, that is,
go into the problem directly.

Sir, one of the main issues that we should consider in talking about
the problems is that we should not be guided by solutions which appear to be
solutions, but which are really not solutions over a period of time. For
example, the problems of Bt Cotton. | am mentioning this because | have full
sympathy with those NGOs and organisers who have found many problems
with Bt cotton, because it increases dependence on water, dependence on
fertilizers. It has also problems related to environment and attacking other
kinds of insects. All these problems are there. But, the fact of the matter is that
the Bt cotton is accepted by the farmers. They buy this Bt cotton. So, what
we should do there is not to
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stop the purchase and sale of Bt cotton or spread of technology or even trials.
What we should do is to spread the story; the adverse effects of this should be
told categorically, in different ways, to the farmers that if you go for this, you
will be facing problems of water, facing problems of fertilizers, facing all the
other problems. If, in spite of that, a farmer goes for that, | don't think we
should try to stop that because that would be putting the clock back on
technological progress. But we must, like cigarette-smoking, be able to point
out the problems that are there.

Similarly, if | may say so, is the question of import duty. This has
been raised by several members that import duty should be imposed
immediately. We must think about it because if you impose import duty, it
would have an adverse effect on textile production. This is something which
you must consider. What is the best way of protecting the farmers' interests? It
is not necessarily by preventing imports; but by trying to help them to meet the
competition from imports, if the imports are coming in great quantity in our
country.

There is also the problem that the monopoly procurement has been
stopped. We should not try to re-introduce that. But, we should have some
alternative mechanism of providing a procurement network when the prices
are going down. These are the ways of looking at this problem, not what
appears to be the immediate problem.

Similar is the question of BU$D Minimum Support Price. | must point
out - | am quite sure that people are aware of it, but it needs repetition - that
Minimum Support Price is needed when the prices are going below the cost
price, when the market prices are such that the farmers have the disincentive
to carry on production. The calculation of Minimum Support Price is based on
cost plus. Now, some questions were raised - | think, | would not mention the
name - that the experts don't know anything. They are calculating these things
on the basis of some paper exercise. | cannot comment on that. They must
have done these exercises properly. But, the Minimum Support Price is not the
same thing as market price. And, if the Food Corporation of India or the Cotton
Corporation of India, whatever is the market procurement agency, have to
procure products for supply, for buffer stock, they should be able to buy from
the market, at a market price. Earlier this issue was there for market
intervention the difference between Minimum Support Price and the Purchase
Price. This should be reintroduced, and our public sector procurement agency
should go into the market.
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I must also mention here about the Minimum Support Price. My
CPI(M) friend talked about it. If you do not have the method of procuring from
the mandi, it will only benefit the rich farmers. The agency is not there today.
You should ask the Food Corporations to go to the village mandi, and buy it
from the farmers. If you really want to do that, you should not talk about
raising the price. Without the institutional mechanism, it would only help' the
rich farmers who have surplus and buy from the farmers in villages. What | am
trying to say, Sir, is that we must have a proper institutional mechanism to
tackle the problems of the poor farmers, the small and marginal farmers. Sir,
these are the farmers who are suffering the most and are in distress; and they
are actually committing suicide. Even in the State of Punjab, which is relatively
rich, there are suicides there, and, again, these suicides are within the small
and marginal farmers. The problems of the small and marginal farmers -- it is
also the problem of any poor person in our country -- are that they do not have
access to credit; they do not have access to market; they do not have access
to technology; and they do not have access to water. The whole system is
against that particular group of people -- whether it is in Punjab or
Maharashtra or even in West Bengal. If | may point out, this is the situation.
The whole approach to agriculture has to be now based on small and marginal
farmers.

| am afraid, Sir, this Government, which is supposed to look after the
poor people, is talking about a plan, which does not say anything of that kind.
There is an Approach Paper which has come out, and | am sorry to say that
Approach Paper does not give any idea of how the problems of small and
marginal farmers are going to be tackled. | hope when the actual plan will be
written, the Agriculture Minister would see that a proper plan for the small and
marginal farmers is formulated. Most important requirement for that is
budgetary provision. Unfortunately, the Finance Minister is not here. The
financial provisions for agriculture should increase substantially, especially
when this Government has come to power with a clear promise of helping the
agriculture. In spite of that, this budgetary provision for agriculture has not
actually gone up. The agricultural credit has almost overwhelmingly gone to
horticulture and not for crop production. Something is going wrong. Something
is going wrong in this system, which is trying to talk about the poor people but
is helping only the rich farmers, traders and the correspondingly rich people.
So, we need an approach to a different kind of plan, and | hope the Agriculture
Minister would be able to tell us the outlines of that. {Time-bell) Sir, | will
conclude.
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One is the question of distress. The distress of small farmers is not
only that they are not getting the right prices, not only that they are unable to
sell their products, but also they do not have any social security. Time and
again, this question has been raised that if a farmer falls sick, then by one
sickness, the whole family becomes destitute. Three-fourths of our farming
population have a consumption expenditure of fifty cents a day. Sir, | must
mention this for everybody to realise this seriously. One dollar is considered to
be the line of extreme poverty all over the world. Two dollars per day is the
international recognised line for poverty. Three-fourths of our farmers have
only 50 cents per day, that is, half of what is known as extreme poverty. These
people have to be protected in some form of social security. Therefore, we
must consider social security of the farmers, health insurance of the farmers
as an essential element.

Finally, the question of market prices. We forget that the farmers are
also buyers of these products. They buy from the market. The wheat largely
goes to the farming community. They do not sell extra wheat. They are facing
a market where if your Public Distribution System does not work, they are
suffering enormously. And | am afraid this Public Distribution System is not
working properly. | have raised this issue earlier. The Agriculture Minister once
told us that there will be no dilution of the Public Distribution System, but |
have the numbers to show {Time-bell) that there is a substantial cut back on
the Above Poverty Line Public Distribution System where the price is Rs.6 per
kilogram whereas the market price is Rs.11. This is completely a wrong
approach because we must increase the supply of wheat in the market,
through the PDS, and if there is any cut back, that should be restored.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Yes, please.

SHRI ARJUN KUMAR SENGUPTA: Just one minute, Sir. | must
mention this because the Finance Minister said that the solution to this
problem is to increase the supply in the market. He kept on saying that this is
the supply side management that has to be looked forward to and that supply
can be ensured only if the PDS is protected and full supply to the APL
purchasers takes place. The APL purchasers are largely in the rural areas.
Thank you very much, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Thank you Mr.
Sengupta. Now, Shri Rahul Bajaj.
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SHRI RAHUL BAJAJ (Maharashtra): Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, for giving me this opportunity to make my maiden speech. My family
comes from Wardha and Shri Janeshwar Mishraji, who is not here, mentioned
about the Ashram of Gandhiji which is Seva Gram and that is where my late
grandfather Jamnalalji invited Gandhiji in the early 1930s from Sabarmati near
Ahmedabad. Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, a lot has been said about this subject. |
would try not to repeat it and one of the. ways, | will do it is by concentrating
on my homearea which is Vidarbha and which is the cotton bowl of the
country. So, | will talk about cotton, Vidarbha and then, later on, a little bit
about the economy and the society.

We have heard that suicides primarily are by small and marginal
farmers, it is very correct. We have also heard that like any commodity, Mr.
Vice-Chairman, an industrial commodity, in the services sector, IT or
otherwise, the only way you can be sustainable and you can survive is when
the selling price exceeds the total cost of production. Keeping in mind States
like Maharashtra and Vidarbha where less than five per cent of the land is
irrigated, the chances of crop failure are obviously very high. So, if you take
the cost of production of cotton in Maharashtra and Vidarbha, it is much, much
higher than other places including a State like Gujarat. Whenever a human life
is lost unnaturally, it is a tragedy. But when someone takes his own life, in my
view, it is a catastrophe. And yet, in recent years, we have seen thousands of
farmers are taking their lives with numbing regularity. What should be done?
Costs have to come down or selling prices have to go up and for the time
being, | would not worry about the consumer and the customer; though on
onion prices, Governments have changed. But let's leave it aside because
here, we are not talking of the production of an industrial commodity, we are
talking of 65 per cent of the population of this country. So, they are consumers
as well as producers. We have heard enough that if you don't take care of the
farmer, how will India move forward? | fully share this view because we are all
inter-dependent. The Minimum Support Price for cotton, generally, in some
States, has been lower than the cost of production. As Shri Arjun Senguptaji
was rightly saying, MSP is done to ensure that a farmer, at least, gets
something more cost-plus approach. Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the 2004-05
report of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices estimated the cost
per quintal of cotton - | won't give too many figures, only three figures - at
Rs.1643 in Gujarat, Rs.2229 in Karnataka and Rs.2216 in Maharashtra. But
there was naturally only one Minimum Support Price and, in that year, that
was Rs.1916. Cost being above MSP does seem to explain and,
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at least, it is one major reason for the distress in Maharashtra and Karnataka.
In Gujarat, because the cost was lower than the MSP, perhaps we have not
heard of that many, if any, suicides from there.

So, the first point | am making, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, is that you
can take care of debt items--and | will come to that in a moment--but all those
are temporary measures of help today, tomorrow. If you are to keep selling
your product, in this case, cotton, or any other agricultural product, at a price
lower than the cost of production, no amount of debt can take care because
ultimately, the debt has to be repaid, T&% IR A% HX <31, & R HIH HR o,
IR A 1 U7 TET e iR T' 1 ST YR BT UNT © 1 So, ultimately, he must
make a profit. Yes, | will talk a little about the private moneylender, about
whom much has not been said except some passing reference by a few
speakers.

I may also mention, Sir, that in 2004-05, the Maharashtra
Government offered prices of around Rs.2,500/- per quintal. Very good. But,"
then, it became unsustainable for their budget. Sir, in 2005-06, they reduced
the price to Rs.1,918/-. | have already referred to the cost of production, in
Maharashtra, of cotton, which was higher than Rs.1,918/-. And the result is for
all of us to see. Of course, Sir, | cannot say to my Agriculture Minister that he
has been unfair to vldarbha and partial' to Western Maharashtra. That would
be a very unfair comment, Sir, because | come from vidarbha and he comes
from Western Maharashtra! But that is a fact of life. Even when we had a
Chief Minister like Vasantrao Naik, who was from Vidarbha, probably not
much was done because he did not get that strength. Private moneylenders,
Sir, when do they lend money? When the banks and the cooperative societies
do not lend. The marginal farmer has not paid his loans. He cannot get loans
elsewhere. However, he is now also supplying inputs. He is also now buying
the output. So, he has a stranglehold on the farmer. | understand that,
nowadays, they are charging as much interest as 60 per cent per annum, Sir! |
think, Manohar Joshiji or someone else mentioned 30 per cent. Sometimes,
they charge 60 per cent. At 60 per cent, even the best-run industrial
establishment will close down. Whether he charges two per cent, four per cent
or six per cent, is not the point. The question is- | don't understand it, Sir;
maybe, the Agriculture Minister will tell me--that there is the Bombay
Moneylenders' Act, 1946. Our Agriculture Minister was, probably, four years
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old at that time, Sir, and | was a little older. Now, that Act says that if the
moneylender is not licensed, he cannot recover his loan; he cannot go to
courts, and if he is licensed, the total outstanding amount cannot be more than
twice the loan. And it also specifies the rate of interest. | do not know why my
State Government is not taking advantage of that Act. There must be some
reason for that. Rajnathiji rightly referred to the WTO. 1 do not want to take too
much time on that. | would only say this. When we talk of market prices, we
talk of normal market prices. The international cotton prices are not normal, 4
billion dollars. Rs.18,000 crores is the subsidy provided by the US alone to its
cotton farmers only; we have heard Shri Rajnath Singh. | do not know whether
he said total agricultural subsidy it is 350 million dollars. It is 350 billion dollars.
The total subsidy for farmers by the OECD countries is 350 billion, not million.
Cotton farmers get Rs. 18,000 crores in the US. My farmer, in Vidarbha also,
maybe, he can compete with the American farmer, but he cannot compete
with the United States Treasury. Kamal Nathji, in some other context, rightly
said that the farmer can compete with the wheat imported, or any other
commodity, in the agricultural area, but he cannot compete with the subsidies
which a country like the United States provides. And because of this, | come
to my recommendations, Sir.

[MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.]

In the short-term recommendations-Mr. Arjun Sengupta said about
the import duty-first of all, Sir, | am referring to the import duty on cotton which
is not produced in this country. If it is not produced, nobody gets hurt. And the
textile mill people are very influential people. You know, industrialists, big
industrialists are not people like me, Arjunji. So, fine. But when cotton is
produced in this country, if we import cotton from a country which subsidises
its cotton farmers, then we must have an anti-dumping duty. | don't
understand why it is not there. It would be WTO compliant.

THE MINISTER OF TEXTILES (SHRI SHANKERSINH VAGHELA):
We are not importing cotton from countries which are subsidising it.

SHRI RAHUL BAJAJ: Fine. If there is no cotton import from such
countries, fine. | am just saying, if there is cotton import, which is a subsidised
variety, then | must have a countervailing duty.

Sir, why don't we hear about suicides from Gujarat? One reason is
that, obviously, 40 per cent of the land is irrigated. In Vidarbha, it is four per
cent. ltis important that in Gujarat farmers normally have some other
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income from dairying, vegetables, etc., which they supply to the nearby
industrial centres. Probably, that does not exist in Vidarbha.

Sir, | believe that the relationship between agriculture and industry is
symbiotic. A prosperous agriculture develops industry and a prosperous
industry develops agriculture incomes. | strongly believe that India can't move
forward, unless its farmers move forward; and the growth is only of value,
when it is inclusive.

Sir, the irony of the fact is that the cotton economy in our country has
good growth in demand ahead of it. The domestic market is growing and with
the end of Multi-Fibre Agreement, though China has benefited quite a bit, a
very large market has opened abroad for us also. Our exports of cotton
clothes are growing and we have further potential to grow.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, may | suggest six short-term measures and two
medium-term measures.? | am not referring to the long-term measures
because John Maynard Keynes said, "In the long run, we are all dead". My six
short-term measures-some of them are being implemented or will be
implemented or have been announced by the Government-are: One, a one
year moratorium on repayment of debt owed to private money-lenders. This
has been done for eight months or so by the Andhra Pradesh Government. A
two-year moratorium-l am saying only a moratorium because | don't want to
start a bad example of non-payment of loans--on repayment to cooperative
institutions and banks, especially, by small farmers whose holdings are below
two hectares and whose loan is below Rs.1 lakh. But the banks must step in to
help such farmers. Two, Immediate disbursal of, at least, Rs.1 lakh to the
families of each farmer who has committed suicide. | don't want this to be
misused. If you ask ten kinds of questions like whether he has committed
suicide or whether he was murdered or whether he died in an accident, he will
never get this money. Three, there should be a declaration that private money-
lenders and the private sector man can't charge interest above a certain rate,
whatever the Government thinks fit, and | would even say 20 per cent. Four, all
land transfers that have been made in the last two or three years should be
reviewed, and if the cause of such land transfers was exorbitant interest rate,
then it should be considered, within the laws of the country, whether that
transaction can be invalidated; and, of course, the lender should be repaid his
loan. Five, a review of the Minimum Support Price of cotton and the'
appointment of the Maharashtra Cotton Procurement Federation, in addition to
the Cotton Corporation of India, as an agent to
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procure cotton at the MSP. Six, anti-dumping duty--I referred to it already-
should be levied on cotton, if cotton, which is subsidised, is imported.

Sir, the two medium proposals are: One, to increase irrigation in the
region through irrigation schemes and village level initiatives to conserve rain
run-off. Mr. Sitaram Yechury and Shrimati Brinda Karat are not here. Two, as |
said, the relationship between agriculture and industry is symbiotic. =~ So, we
must encourage industrialisation in these areas.

Sir, we have 60 per cent of the population living on agriculture.
America has only two per cent of its population living on agriculture and it
produces more than what it needs. Today, we are employing 60 per cent in
agriculture. But we can't continue to absorb 60 per cent in agriculture. 't may
not be two per cent. It may come down to 40 per cent or 30 per cent or 20 per
cent. Where will they go? They have to go to the industry and they have to go
to the service sector which are complementary to each other. So, | would
suggest that we must encourage industrialisation in these backward areas by
providing infrastructure. This is what is required. Industry does not want
money incentives. In fact, that distorts our decision-making. In Himachal and
Uttaranchal, | was against extending the benefits given by three years; that
distorts the situation. Even | am going there. | didn't want to, but there are
such benefits that you cannot ignore them. Sir, in these backward areas, if we
provide the right infrastructure, and, my friend may not like it, a flexible labour
policy -- don't give them in areas where | am already there, but only in those
backward areas -then, a lot of industries will come up in these areas, and both
agriculture and industry would benefit. What we need are a few but effective
measures...

MR. CHAIRMAN: | think this is your last page.

SHRI RAHUL BAJAJ: Last but one page, Sir. | will take five to ten
minutes more. Sir, you have got a very good eyesight, better than my
eyesight.

What we need are a few, but effective measures. In our governance,
we have come to be obsessed sometimes with the form, and we are
unmindful of substance. There are, for example, 29 Government Resolutions
of the Maharashtra Government on Cotton as of 24™ May, this year. | don't
know whether they are only on paper. | may add that someone has to be
responsible to implement all these plans. Right now, everyone from PMO
downwards is responsible which means, perhaps, no one is responsible. |
would suggest, especially for Maharashtra, that a
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Cabinet Minister level or a Deputy Chief Minister level person is appointed,
and this position be created in Maharashtra with the sole responsibility of
improving the state of agriculture in Vidarbha. A young and a dynamic person -
- he is not here; otherwise, he will shout at me -- like Shri Praful Patel, who is
considered to be one of the best Ministers in the Centre, should be given this
responsibility.

Sir, since this is my maiden speech, | seek your indulgence in saying
a few words to outline my broad perspective on our economy and society. We
pledged at our independence to take India forward. We have taken it forward,
but nowhere near as much as it can be taken, or where it was capable. The
glass is still only half filed. We still have unspeakable poverty, which was
referred to by Dr. Arjun Kumar Sengupta, where 28 per cent of our people,
that is, 300 million people, are living on less than one dollar a day, a poverty
which crushes human dignity, stalking our land. Our poor governance, in my
view, has, by and large, been a drag on our development. It is the tenacious
spirit of India, alive in the hearts and minds of every Indian, whether he is a
worker, farmer, businessmen, entrepreneur, or, | do not know whether | should
say, politician, and their spirit, hard work and entrepreneurial ability have taken
and continue to take our country forward.

| believe that we stand at a propitious moment in the history of our
nation. While we acknowledge the challenges, -- there are many challenges --
a world of opportunity also awaits us. As you know Sir, in the world, India is
not just a flavour of the week or the month or the year. We are the flavour of
the times. Previously, it was only China. Now it is China and India. Both in the
services and manufacturing sector, we are poised to gain from the
developments in the world economy. We are becoming internationally
competitive despite the serious handicaps of lack of infrastructure, right from
social infrastructure, health, education, drinking water, sanitation and, of
course, physical infrastructure. The key reason, however, for my optimism, as |
said, Sir, is the quality and entrepreneurship of our people. Though low as a
percentage of our population, we must strive to increase this. We are the
world's largest pool of smart, hardworking manpower, be it in IT,
manufacturing or finance. And, this is very important and we are conscious of
it, that demographically, we will remain a country of the young even in 2025.
We have to ensure that we encash this demographic dividend by investing in
their education and their skills. With education and skill, India will become a
great country; we shall
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capture the world in the next 25 years. But if our youth are not educated, are
not skilled, instead of becoming a great asset, they will become a great
liability. Sir, we need good governance to achieve these goals of inclusive
economic growth. This will come from changes at the top and pressures from
below. The pressure from below will increase, as economic and social
development make our people more self-assured and more articulate. The
reopening of the Jessica Lall and Mattoo cases, under intense public
pressure, bodes well for our democracy. Democracy is not just elections.
Democracy is active participation by every citizen in the affairs of the state,
and the state exists essentially to provide public goods and services to its
citizens.

In this connection, in passing, Mr. Chairman, Sir, - | have no time to
go into details -- | would like to add to ensure that we can take hard decisions.
The Lok Sabha and all the State Assemblies should go to elections
simultaneously; co-terminuously, and only once in five years. To ensure this a
vote of no-confidence in the Leader of the House, the Chief Minister or the
Prime Minister, should be, like Germany, which is a democratic country,
accompanied by a vote-of-confidence in an alternate party or person.

So, Sir, quality of leadership is crucial in determining outcomes.
Leadership is not just a matter of charisma or showmanship or public
relations.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The time is over.

SHRI RAHUL BAJAJ: But it is of understanding today, it is of
envisioning a better tomorrow and having the confidence in oneself and of
one's team to make our future happen. Leaders are those that deliver better
outcomes. Occupying a chair does not make us a leader.

Sir, Gandhiji occupied no chair but led the country from subjugation
to freedom, striding like a colossus in our hearts and minds. We will do well,
may | say so, Sir, in all humility, to remember Gandhiji's teachings of the
seven social sins - wealth without work, pleasure without a conscience,
education without character, commerce without morality, science without
humanity, worship without sacrifice and politics without principles.

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is very good, but the time is over.
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SHRI RAHUL BAJAJ: In my view, precisely, because we have
ignored these teachings that we have under-achieved. ...{Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: arw rft maiden speech

SHRI RAHUL BAJAJ: Sir, just give me two-three minutes more. In
this august House, | will endeavour in all humility to play the role that the
Constitution envisaged each Member to play. That is, on behalf of the people
of India, hold the Government accountable. No more, no less. We have
enough good laws. What we lack is speed and justice in their implementation.
I would like to consider myself as representing a large political spectrum.
Three of the four major parties in Maharashtra supported me as an
independent; and my family is steeped in the Gandhian culture, and this gives
me a lot of pride. So, | will try to be even handed as an independent, with right
and wrong for the country being the sole yardstick for holding an opinion,
though | may be mistaken sometimes.

In conclusion, Sir, coming into this august House, | am conscious of my
responsibilities to the nation. Panditji's "Tryst with Destiny" reverberates inside
my mind. | have come here to try to help in all humility, redeem the pledge that
was taken by our founding fathers. So, may God give me the strength to make
a difference! | get a strong feeling, Sir, that | can bank on the bipartisan
support of both sides of this august House. Thank you, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much for your maiden speech.
A AT, @1ft Ua Half-an-Hour disscussion &, S9 §ta # foram wig ar s
debate @I continue frar <y ?

it faor ST sl (HERTS): ¥R, continue ®#RT
off =<1 A9 : TR continue BRY,

SHRI RAMDAS AGARWAL (Rajasthan): Sir, on an earlier occasion,
it was decided in the House that the Half-an-Hour Discussion will be taken up
at 5'o clock, and after that, the debate will be continued.

1Tieh, <iieh RTTad iR Y9 HiTerd A 15T H31l 91 HHe g B §airerd 3
o9 W3t (s R g ): AR i ST oot @l Rargss fore o fasme W
5991 BT 9T Half-an-Half discussion & forv fefRa € 1 eFR Wed wead g1 i 98 5
Il PR 99 & 918 Th HH-IT GOl B H31 Sff BT Wede § R e 89 I8
&M continue B Adhd & ? AT gl ol of |

sft faspH ot (Aeg uew) : W), fAwg $i contivity @ B B |

280



[23 August, 2006] RAJYA SABHA

SHRI V, NARAYANASAMY: Sir, the discussion on the Special
Economic Zones is also very important.

ot AU : Y P AR S, RTHIATS ?

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: SHi important | It will be over within
half-an-hour.

STATEMENTS BY MINISTER - Contd.
Factual position on carrying of Arab TV Channels

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND THE
MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
PRIYARANJAN DASMUNSI): In order to strengthen the mechanism of
regulation over the content of television channels, which are being
transmitted/ re-transmitted through cable networks / DTH in India, for public
viewing, the Government has notified Downlinking Guidelines on 11 th
November, 2005.

All private TV channels, which are beamed into India, and are being
transmitted/ re-transmitted through cable networks / DTH in India, for public
viewing, have to get themselves registered under the said Guidelines. To
facilitate smooth implementation, six months time (upto 10" May, 2006) was
provided to all TV channels to comply with the provisions of the Downlinking
Guidelines and get themselves registered.

Further, vide notification dated 11" May, 2006, the Government
allowed the channels which were uplinked from abroad and had made an
application for registration to the Central Government upto 11™ May, 2006, for
a period of six months, i.e., upto November, 2006 or till such registration has
been granted or refused.

The private TV channels, which were uplinking from India, in
accordance with the permission for uplinking granted before 2" December,
2005, were treated as "registered" television channels under the Downlinking
Guidelines.

It has been brought to the notice of Ministry that some small section
of media has reported that India has "banned" Arab TV channels under
pressure from Israel. The Government of India denies this vehemently as it is
contrary to facts. No channel in particular has been "banned" recently by the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Government of
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