Deaths due to chewing of tobacco

1938. SHRI SATYAVRAT CHATURVEDI: Wil the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) the number of persons estimated in the country who died of cancer;

(b) the number of persons died of chewing tobacco in the year 200/ and the increase in

the number recorded in 2009 ;
(c) the percentage growth in sale of Gutkha recorded during the year 2007-09; and
(d) the steps being taken by Government to arrest the sale of Gutkha in the country?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AMD FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD): (a)
As per the report of MNational Cancer Registry Programme of the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), the estimated number of deaths of cancer patients in India is about 4.8 lakh

every year.
(b) and (c) No such data is maintained by this Ministry.

(d) Under the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and
Regulation of Trade and Gommerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act, (COPTA), 2003,
provisions have been made to discourage voung children from using of tobacco products
including Gutkha and protect people from tobacco smoke (Second hand smoke). The Act has

the following provisions to prevent/discourage young children/minors from tobacco use:—

(i) Ban on direct or indirect advertisement/promotion and sponsorship of tobacco

products.

(i) Ban on sale of tobacco products to children below 18 vears and ban on sale of

tobacco products within 100 vards of educational institutions.
Patent for anti-cancer medicine

1939. SHRI SHREEGOPAL VYAS: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether itis a fact that some of the Indian Institutions have got the patent for the anti

cancer medicines develop from cow-urine, from the United States of America (USA);
(b) if so, the names of the institutions whose efforts made it possible;
(c) whether there is any plan to encourage them; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD): (a)
‘Yes. The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) has been granted US patents on

the following subjects:—

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.

85



