Failure to control price rise

11372, SHRI BAM JETHMALANI:
SHRI BAYI SHANKAR PRASAD:
Wil the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to

state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the prices of consumer food items have been scaring instead of

declining;
(b) if not, the reaction of Gavernment in this regard;

(c) whether it is also a fact that Government has assured the country in and outside the

House to bring down the price rise for last three years; and
(d) ifso, thereasons for failure to fulfil the assurance so far?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (&) and (b) Cn accourt of various fiecal and administrative
steps taken by the Gavernment over the last six manths, retall prices of most of the esgential

commodities are either steady or declining.

(c) and (d) Rige in prices = due to the combined sffect of factors such as, growing demand
on account of increase in population and income, hardening of intermational orices, changes in
consumption pattern, diversion of food grains for fuel, adverse weather and climate change, increase
in crude ail prices, hikes in M3P, and increase in freight rates also have had an impact an the prices
of ezzential commodities. Market expectations and sentiments play a major role in price rise.
Weather apart from seasonable factors was regpongible for the rige in the prices of fruits and
vegetables. Government takes several proactive measures to moderate the price rise and to ensure

that the vulnerable sections of the society is protected.
Wastags of whaat

11373, SHRI BAGHUNANDAN SHARMA: Wil the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOCD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the details of quantum of wheat spailed since year 2007 till the current financial year,

State-wize;
(b) thereasans for wheat getting spailed;

(c) whether Government has taken any action against careless officials, if 20, the details

thereaf;

TOriginal notice of the guestion was received in Hindi.
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