DR. MANOHAR JOSHI: You don't add whatever he says. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI SUSHILKUMAR SHINDE: He said that he would look into the problem. A legal problem

has cropped up. ...(Interruptions)...
ST WAIER SN : DI BT e} 8, 98 BIel 89 918 © (& ...(FaeH)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is the difficulty in waiting another day? ...(Interruptions)... | am

sorting this out. ... (Interruptions)...
DR. MANOHAR JOSHI: If you do it in a day, | am prepared to wait. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is what | have said again and again. ...(Interruptions)... Question
No.201.

it geitet AR R« 571 9t e 21 .. (=aem)...

DR. MANOHAR JOSHI: Anyway, Sir, | am not participating in debate today.

...(Interruptions)...
(At this stage some Hon. Members left the Chamber. )
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Reduction in cross-subsidy on power tariff
*201. SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Will the Minister of POWER be pleased to state:

(a) whether, under section 61 (g) of the Electricity Act, 2003, cross-subsidy in tariff shall be
gradually reduced but it would be very difficult for poor consumers in Orissa to pay for power supply

without cross-subsidy from the high-end consumers;

(b) whether Government has embarked upon a massive rural electrification through the
Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Vidyutikaran Yojana, which would add a large number of BPL consumers

without Government subsidy; and

(c) whether Government proposes to provide subsidy to BPL consumers for the first five

years of rural electrification, as the State Government is not in a position to provide the subsidy ?



THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF POWER (SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI):
(a) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (c) Section 61(g) of the Electricity Act, 2003 provides that the Appropriate Commission
shall be guided by the fact that the tariff progressively reflects the cost of supply of electricity and also
reduces the cross subsidy in a manner to be specified by the said Commission. However, under
section 65 of the Act any State Government may provide a subsidy to any consumer or class of

consumers in the tariff determined by the State Commission.

Under the RGGVY scheme free connections are provided to BPL families. The Government of
India bears 90% of the cost of village electrification under this scheme, however, it would be in the
purview of the State Government to provide any subsidy in the tariff for any class of consumers, if it

so decides.

SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Sir, is the provision of keeping cross-subsidy plus 20 per
cent, as mentioned in Tariff Policy, binding on all Electricity Regulatory Commission? At present, in
Orissa, as you know, BPL families are getting it in Rs.30 instead of Rs.62, and Rs.32 is being given
subsidy. How many State Governments are paying subsidy, other than agriculture subsidy, to all
BPL families? In Orissa, electrification is being done by RGGVY, Government of India and in some

small hamlets by MPLAD fund ... (Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN : What is the question?

SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: | am putting it. If the Government of Orissa is not agreeable

to pay the subsidy to all consumers of RGGVY ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Question please. Don't read the text. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Will the Central Government consider to pay the subsidy to
all BPL families ?

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is a statement; it is not a question.

SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Sir, this is my question. After all village electrification is



completed if the State Government is not agreeable to pay the subsidy to BPL families, will the

Central Government consider to pay the subsidy to BPL families ?
MR. CHAIRMAN: You could have said this in the beginning.

SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI: Sir, electricity is a Concurrent subject. Sir, sub-transmission,
distribution and supply of electricity has to be done by the State Government. Now, it is mentioned in
the Electricity Act that the State Government can give subsidy to the extent they consider appropriate
as per the provision of Section 65 of the Act. A direct subsidy is a better way to support the poorer
categories of consumers than the mechanism of cross-subsidising the tariff across the board.
Subsidy should be targeted effectively at a transparent manner as a substitute of cross-subsidy. The
State Government has the option of raising resources through the mechanism of electricity duty and

giving direct subsidy to only needy consumers. This is a better way of targeting subsidy effectively.

SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Sir, Electrification in Orissa is very slow. What is the reason
for it? Is the State Government not cooperating for the completion of electrification? | want to know
as to what is the position of the Orissa State Government in Tenth and Eleventh Plans for

strengthening the electricity power in the country.

SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the hon. Member is concerned about the
poor people getting electricity at higher rates. What he expects is that the Government of Orissa
should supply electricity giving a subsidy so that the poor people do not have to pay.more as
electricity tariff. As | mentioned, in Orissa, the tariff for the poor farmers, poor people, is given at Rs.
1.60 and, Rs. 1.30 for 30 units of consumption. In case of RGGVY programme, which is carried out in
Orissa, the number of villages covered is 47,529. The electrification has been completed in 20,994
villages. The work is being carried out by Power Grid, NTPC and NHPC. The progress of the wofk is
good. As far as the time given is concerned, it was sanctioned in 2008 and the time given is two

years. So, the results are going to come by the end of this year.

i ITofta a9 L AR, I8 AU AT H IgA FE@YUl U © 3R 5 U Pl UG $ a1 4§
T HaTe YO AT 3741 TARE AT AIST1 1 s <H QiSTel gt o1, FTa! Sregerd A1-119 Jer




A Sft 7 31 off S9d U &7 Uge Wi HHIeH & ST TRRAT 7 Ua wede e ar &k su
i § S Bl o fh 39 <97 # 5 &l <t 9 arelt uTaR Afei<l €, S BH $HRAT a1gy
I SRR <11 ST RET 21 H WRR 4 IR A1 301 il F ST 91ed § b a1 IR B AT
e 8, ilfeh IISTT AT & SUTenet =1 Ug wel § f% framl & fog urer afers &0 o1 sy, &=
WHR &I ARAST BT HF B B 7 7?2 H AFG 721 S A 39 91 Bl W WY | STq19 SI7
TATE, TP 2 6 AT ST T {3 et foparmit & wiky om e 272

SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI: Sir, the hon. Member is asking whether the agriculture sector
would be protected or not. Sir, the tariff policy of the Government says that after five years, it will be
reviewed and the gap of 20 per cent, which is a gross subsidy, should not be higher than that. And,

for that ... (Interruptions)...

ofY Xrofla T Sl : TR, W HHITE & S FIRAT 7 WeTel) Te wu A her s ...
off Ul : Wt S|

ft XTotig yaTg WS : <9 H R i< #1 feami & ufa B fear sem, § S Hard a1
AT 3MTT IO &1 § 2 3T 370 IR H W 1Y A Ty P T B F ST TR 7 o1
TH | T el AT, FIT IRPR B TH BIs T & IT-817?

SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI: The basic Electricity Act, 2003, says that its distribution and
supply has to be done by the States. The Central Government is facilitating and supporting the
supply of electricity to the people of States. Supposing, the State Government wants to give subsidy
to agriculture sector, or, any consumer class, they are empowered to provide the same in their

Budgets and they can provide whatever subsidy they want to give.
sft Trofta gaTg WSt : W7, {9 T WY F YBT ...(FAH)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: You can't have a supplementary on a supplementary. Please, Rudyji.
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i} 7Tt TaTg wST : R, HY U YT BT ST W WY I HT S ...(GEH). .

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is not a discussion on the Planning Commission.

it YToflg Ta™ Bt : 39 R ISR BT BIs SR U T1 3Nl Bl $AD! T 1 G fordr, 31
7 g feram

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please allow the Question Hour to proceed. You should give a separate

question on that. Now, Shri R.C. Singh.

it .. g : W7, <% H g @) 97 &9 © ok g A 9 ¥ IR =9 & faegd = 2l
ARHR BT FIT PIs Al ¢ F TP foba Mia 3iR fha =R a1 7, ST ddud iR gdige,
a1 fared <11 8 3R S fae[a &1 Wiee[d $=1 & oIy IR &1 R aoIC &, a1 BIST 8, Ig §
ST AT8 T §7?

SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI : Mr. Chairman, Sir, under the RGGVY, as on today, 82,215
villages have been electrified. Work is complete for 1.2 crore BPL households. In about 36,925

villages, work is under progress.

3R 50 ARG BPL BTS9 Blegd &1 BT 2010-11 H fHaT SITG| AT AT BT I a1 & fh
IR F B: " ) [sTel 781 el 8, 59 RGGY Ha=r gafl, a4 I+ Tl 4 ©: 9 1S ©e st
9 B! AR IS oft| 319 5T ARBR DY DISCOMS Bl B2 H 3116 He fstel 3= &

ft o191 YIS e : AHTIRT HEled, § A A o1 3T WIEd Bl MR @h H- 1 Iredl g
o IR T4 T, U1 FaTed SO €, S aid H TRl A 1 g3l 872 §9R, 991 A% BRI, T
HEad & 6 'Sy By § Harg Y 5 GuR & o fremn Tar &9 T xph # uol-a¢ 1 o9 99
AN B €, Al A0S S GRT BIA gaoll STl 81 59 STex IS Bl Al ST AT ..(FaHM)... IR,
AT I1 I ST STEY U BT A ST, A1 $41 F& 1 BILT Iaall SId TRIa1 &1 91 TS, I
AT ST RETE [ ..(aem)...

sft AU : 3Ty Hare g

oft SO TS : W), § AT 901 T8T § S1F IRKIE] B I TS 6 a1 D! Afedre] B foren
ST B B, AN A HAT ST 7 BT BT FSR] for1 3 vae T8 Hedl 81 R, AT A7eH I -
AT St & AT a1l IE ® {6 TRIG] Bl AiedS 97 &b 77 hrs IRBR RIT Bls AN AT ?
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off WRARTE Widd! : AT GUTIRT FEIGY, SAfdeRIc! TS & foT ShREdaR JIR BRAT
is a joint responsibility of the Central and the State Governments. AP BV A ...(FaHM)...

#Y AU : 39 STaTg G Y, T8t R Rwwe 79 go I .(F@eM)... 9166 S,
S|

4} T YIS : TN b IR A ...(FFHT)...
MR. CHAIRMAN : Pathak i, this is not a debate. ... (Interruptions)...

it wRafE Al : 59 TiE J [5el 39 $) a9 o, @ "IIsiia Tl aRior R
IoMFT" P d8T 90 TRIIC TS TP SHReFaR WdTss {hAT AT Under the task, "Electricity to
All by 2012", B TG B, Y ST & Tial BT [SSTell F ST SIQM| <27 & F4) BPL AR & oY I8
ST TR B AT 3T FoIY 28 FOR BRI TUYT BT AT MY 3R TR T+ IR SATGT
1 R Y I8 S e SIgEm

off Ty : FTE 202. ...(@GEH)... G107 S, @S| ...(@auH)... <RIV ...(@ae™)... Hon.

Members, please. ...(/nterrupt/ons)... If you keep interfering in the Question Hour like this.

...(Interruptions)... 34 95 SITsT, TIfor <, ...(Interruptions)... | have not given you the floor.
...(Interruptions)... Y I3 STST, 3T 96 SST ....(FALTH). .

i} SEARTIOT TIOT : AT Bl BT G < I 8l ...(FGLH)...

st qumafy ; 3 98 ERS i ...(FAYT)... | am sorry. Please resume your seats.

...(Interruptions)...
oY SEARTT 9IfoT : JTTRT T Rkl el ...(39GYT)... The question is related to Orissa.
* 202. The questioner (Shri Ram Jethmalani) was absent.
farTeh 11 1 St B ATl S &1 AR
#202. i} I SISHA : 97 gtaRoT 3R a9 W I8 9 B BT BN o

(®) w198 A9 & 5 furh T61 & Soi & ArTel § R BT fawa # giwai W §;
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