RAJYA SABHA [10 June, 2004]

PRIME MINISTER (DR. MANMOHAN SINGH): Hon. Chairman, Sir, |
rise to associate myself with the warm sentiments expressed by so
many hon. Members at a moment we part from several of our esteemed
colleagues, who complete their tenures after fruitful years of service to
the nation in this august House. Sir, the list of Members retiring in the
near future is a long one and it is a representative sample of the many
political parties in this House and of the States of our Union. It includes
a number of distinguished parliamentarians who have served as Minis-
ters as well as many colleagues whose contribution to setting a high
standard of debate has been exemplary. Indeed, | have had the privi-
lege of participating in debates involving many of these distinguished
colleagues earlier. Sir, although it is said that we are bidding farewell to
hon. Members who are retiring, | am confident that many of our col-
leagues will be contesting elections for a fresh term. To them | would
only say that | welcome a further opportunity to meet on the floor of this
august House. As for those colleagues and friends who may retrun to
the service of the nation in different capacities while they may be leav-
ing this House, | am certain that they do not do so to retire from public
life. Ours is not a profession; it is a vocation and for many colleagues it
is a calling, an opportunity, to work for our people. My interaction with
all of you has shown me that irrespective of the nature of out debates,
we have put the interest of our country first to serve our people. There-
fore, for all of us, there can be no question of retirement from public
service. Therefore, to all the colleagues and friends whose tenure will
soon be complete, | wish you every success in the future. Thank you,
very much.

VALEDICTORY REMARKS

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, we come to the end of this Session
which had commenced on Friday, the 4th of June 2004. This 21st Session
of Rajya Sabha was its first one after constitution of the 14th Lok Sabha
and formation of the new UPA Government. It is a matter of great happi-
ness and honour for this House that its one Member has become Prime
Minister of the country and is now the Leader of the House. We extend our
heartiest felicitations to him.
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In this Session, 12 newly elected Members joined the House
| am sure they would make rich and valuable contribution to the
House.

On the first day of the Session, obituary references were made with
regard to the passing away of two sitting and three former Members of
this House. A reference to the victims of the 23rd May IED blast in Jammu
and Kashmir was also made.

The Hon. President addressed the Joint Session of both the Houses of
Parliament on June 7. After laying the President's Address in the House, the
Motion of Thanks on the Address was taken up. Unfortunately, the normal
business of discussion on the President's Address could not take place
despite the best of attempts and efforts. | am sure all of us are deeply
concerned about our often-reiterated commitment to ensure effective func-
tioning and conduct of business of the House. | urge all of you to seriously
ponder and introspect as to how best we resolve conflicts and overcome
situations of obstructions and interruptions. Let us through dialogue and
building up mutual trust and understanding, find ways for smooth function-
ing of the House without having the need for interruptions or adjournments.
All of us have an obligation to strengthen our democrarcy and uphold the
dignity and prestige of this August House. | do hope the heat of the summer
will be over soon, and by the time we meet again in the Monsoon Session,
the environment would have turned pleasant and full of harmony and under-
standing.

| take this opportunity to thank the Leader of the House, the Leader of
the Opposition, Leaders of various Parties and Groups, and all the hon.
Members for their kind cooperation. | also thank the Deputy Chairman,
Members on the panel of Vice-Chairman and the staff of the Secretariat for
their help and cooperation.

Before we adjourn, | extend to all of you my hearty greetings and good
wishes for the forthcoming festivals and auspicious occasions ahead.

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI JASWANT SINGH): Mr.
Chairman, Sir, this was a very short Session, marking a stormy beginning
and a stormy end and | hope very much not a stormy continuity. It marks
the beginning of a new Government in office and we have wished them
well. It also mark's the termination of the term of about one-third of our
Members. So, in many ways, Sir, it was a unique Session, in the
beginning, in the end, being short, and we now adjourn for the arrival of the
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monsoons and renewal of the House, and | must express my gratitude to
you, sir, to the Deputy Chairman, to my colleagues in the Government
now and the Leader of the House, as also all the officials for the short
Session and for their cooperation. Thank you.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Sir, thank you very much for giving me this
opportunity, may be, for the last time, may not be for the last time, who
knows the future! But | must once again thank all the Members of the Par-
liament. You have been extremely cooperative in allowing me to perform my
duties, and in performing my duties, if in any way, | have not been able to
come up to your expectations, you must excuse me because the constrain
of time was the only consideration, and as Mr. Santosh Bagrodia said | even
used to push him to get the Bills and the legislations enacted. This is part
of the occupational hazards to be in the Chair. Thank you very much for your
cooperation. It is a great experience even today when all the Members were
so emotional in expressing their views, and | thank all those Members who
said some very kind words for me. Thank you very much.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, before we adjourn the House sine die, we will
have the National Song.
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(The National Song, "Vande Mataram', was then played)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Now | adjoumn the House sine die.

The House then adjourned sine die at fifty-nine minutes past one of the
clock.
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