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SHRI P.G. NARAYANAN (Tamil Nadu): Request to convene the Cauvery
River Authority to review implementation of interim orders of the Cauvery
Tribunal.

DR. M.N. DAS (Orissa): Need to pay attention to welfare of mentally
challenged children.

SHRIT.S. BAJWA (Jammu and Kashmir): Demand for compensation
to farmers living in border areas of Jammu.

SHRI HARISH RAWAT (Uttaranchal): Threat to environmental balance
due to pine trees in Central Himalayas.

SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT (Maharashtra). Request for Central assis-
tance to the drought affected State of Maharashtra.

SHRIMATI SARLAMAHESHWARI (West Bengal). Request to reintro-
duce Munshi Premchand in the CBSE syliabus.

SHRI T.R. ZELIANG (Nagaland). Demand for continuing the ongoing
peace process with Nagas.

SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM (Uttaranchal): Miserable conditions of
Dalits and increasing atrocities on them.

SHRIRAMADHAR KASHYAP (Chhattisgarh): Theft of coal by coal mafia
in Chhattisgarh.

SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA RAQ (Andhra Pradesh): Request to bring
back Indian workers who are forced to work as virtual slaves in various
camps of USA in Iraq.

FAREWELL TO THE RETIRING MEMBERS

st wurafy: Afaer dd o@ < 9E 9ee fem B @ & 39 day o
E IS I

Hon. Members, today we bid farewell to some of our colleagues who
are retiring. Some of the Members, | am sure, would return to this House
again. Those Members who may not be coming back to this House will be

missed by us. We shalt certainly miss them for their active participation in
the deliberations of this august House.
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Hon. retiring Members, in this House we have shared our joys and
sorrows. On the last day of this Session, | take this opportunity to bid you
farewell and to place on record my appreciation for the valuable contribu-
tion to democracy that you have made as Members of this House. The
proceedings of the Rajya Sabha have undoubtedly been enriched by your
valuable contributions.

Friends, the House will surely miss Dr. (Smt) Najma Heptulla, the
longest serving Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha . Her contribution to
Parliamentary democracy was recognised internationally when she was
unanimously elected as the first ever women President of the Council of
Inter-Parliamentary Union in the year 1999. She has an unshakable com-
mitment in upholding the prestige of Rajya Sabha which she has demon-
strated over the years at various fora. | will surely miss her as a valuable
colleague and a dependable help. Shri Jaswant Singhji, as Leader of the
House and as Leader of Opposition, always brought matured approach to
bear upon the business of this House. Because of his long association
with this House in different capacities, sometimes sitting on the Opposi-
tion benches and sometimes sitting in the ruling side, he has become an
authentic voice of the House on procedural matters.

Friends, eight Members of this House have been elected to the 14th
Lok Sabha. What is our loss is the gain of the Lok Sabha. | take this
opportunity to place on record my appreciation of their valuable contribu-
tion as Members of this House. As this House is aware, Shri Pranab
Mukherjee was a veteran of 108 Sessions of Rajya Sabha and carried
forward his baton up to its 200th Session. The House will surely miss
Pranabbabu as its Member, bul will be benefited by his presence as the
Raksha Mantri. Similarly, Laluji, having changed the track, would now be
with us as the Minister of Railways. The House will miss the debates of
Shri Kapil Sibal on issues like judicial reforms but would have the benefit
to hear him as Minister of State for Science and Technology and Ocean
Development. The other five Members, | am sure, would continue to make
valuable contributions in the Lok Sabha as they did in this House. | extend
to them my best wishes.

Friends, let me say once again to you, the retiring Members of this
House, that | have no doubt that you all, in whatever capacity, will con-
tinue to serve the nation with the same vigour, sincerity and earnestness
as you have always done hitherto. On behalf of this august House, | wish
the retiring Members Godspeed and pray for their long life and happiness.
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THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI JASWANT SINGH):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, it is in the nature of this House and in that nature lies its
uniqueness that this House lends itself to constantly periodic renewal. A
third of us, every two years, go back into the mainstream of public life and
on destination of that mainstream, another ene-third join this House. And,
in this sense, this House is the continuing factor of our Parliament of
which you, Sir, as also the President, are an integral part. And, this House
provides the needed stability and continuity to the deliberations that our
Republic, every now and then, has to make on issues of great importance.
Sir, to those who are retiring, the eminent public men of various callings
and various persuasions, | wish them weli in their public life. | do not see
any of them as such as finally retiring from the demands of public life. All
of them, without exception, have made very valuable contributions to the
country's rich depository of public discourse. | have no doubt in my mind
that in the coming years, they will continue to do so. It is difficult for me to
single out any individual's name except perhaps for Pranabbabu wha has,
for the first time, gone to the Lok Sabha and for the first time, in that
sense, left the Rajya Sabha. He was amongst the longest served Mem-
bers of this House and brought to the deliberations of this House many
years of experience in this House. We wish him and all those others who
have joined the other House very well.

I, on behalf of the entire House and, certainly, on behalf of the Opposi-
tion, wish all those retiring Members, retiring either now or in the next few
weeks, a very good future, a very successful public life, and all the best
from ali us.

DR. (SHRIMATL) NAJMA HEPTULLA (Maharashtra): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman, Sir, almost for a quarter century, | have been a Member of
this House. | came here in 1980, and almost for 16 years, | have had the
honour of assisting and working with very distinguished Chairmen of this
House, three of them became the Presidents of India. | always had the
support of the Vice-President or the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha in
performing my duties. Similarly, Sir, it has been my pleasure to be the
bench-mate for 24 years with other Members, and 16 years with the Leader
of the Opposition. Some crossed the floor and went over there, like
Shri Sikander Bakht Saheb from there to here, Dr. Manmohan Singh from
here to there. he is not here today — and Shri Jaswant Singh from there
to here. Sir, it is not only that but also — not may people will remember —
a time was there when the Leader of the Opposition was from the CPI (M).
Before that, the Leader of the Opposition was from the Janata Party . This
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is the composition and this is the polity of the Rajya Sabha which refiects
the will of the people of our States and how the electorate wants the
composition of the Rajya Sabha to be.

Similarly, Sir, in this House, | have had the cooperation and support of
not only the Members Qut also the Chairman and the Secretariat , inlcuding
our Watch and Ward people. | remember, Sir, the day, 13th December
when our Parliament and our democracy was attacked by terrorists and
how bravely some of our Watch and Ward people laid down their lives not
only to save the lives of many Members of Parliament and staff, but also to
save this temple of democracy.

Sir, we have passed in this House very, very land-mark resoiutions and
enacted legislations. Many of these legislations will be remembered and
implemented for the betterment of the people of this country, in the best
spirit that any Government which was in power brought them over here.
Sir, your favourite subject, /.e., population was discussed in this House,
but with very less Members present, while the population of the country
soared to one billicn. One legislation, Sir, has not been realised. | remem-
ber, Sir, in 1996, from this very Chair, | moved the Resolution on 8th March
for adequate representation for women in the Parliament ang State Legis-
latures. That Resolution was adopted unanimously. Since then, Sir, eight
years have passed, many March 8s, which is the International Women's
Day, came and went, many Prime Ministers made their commitments on
the floor of the House; many leaders of various political parties made
commitments; Dr. Manmohan Singh who was the Leader of the Opposi-
tion made his commitment— now he is sitting there—he is not there just
now, but he is in the Chair as the Prime Minister of the country—would
remember it. Many Parliamentary Affairs Ministers talked about it, many
political parties, almost all political parties mentioned it in their manifes-
toes, many Presidents who address every year the Joint Session men-
tioned it in their Addresses to both the Houses of Parliament, but Sir, it
never became a reality. It is still a myth to know what is going to happen.
Here, | would like to say, when | used to meet Mr. Pramod Mahajan, when
he was Parliamentary Affairs Minister, | used to ask him when he was
going.to bring the Women's Reservation Bill. But he used to just look at
me and smile. Today also he is sitting over here and he is smiling. But, |
must put on record....

SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN (Maharashtra). Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad is
also smiling.

DR. {SHRIMATI) NAJMAHEPTULLA: All the Parliamentary Affairs Min-
isters, with the exception of Shrimati Sushma Swaraj — because she is a
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lady, she was the one who tried to bring all the different people together —
did not do much. Her Common Minimum Programme was to get this Bill
passed. She tried her level best, and | must compliment you, Sushmaji,
that you tried your best. But, unfortunately, Sir, a majority of men, sitting
over here , wouid not like to become unemployed ... (Interruptions).... And
other House also on this legisiation. (Interruptions) | am very sorry to say
this, Sir, that this reflects the intolerance of the male Members; they can't
even hear somebody raising voice for the women. it is being suppressed
all these years in this country.

Sir, democracy can't be complete, a democray can't be participatory, a
democracy can't be reflecting the will of the people if 50 per cent people of
this country are not adequately represented in the Parliament.
(Interruptions) The President, in his Address said that democracy has to
be inclusive. | would like to tell the hon. President when | meet him that
‘inclusiveness’ should include women also. We are not asking for 50 per
cent reservation; we are not asking for the equal share; we are only asking
for a 33 per cent share. Yet it didn't happen when | was a Member of this
House. | wished | was in the Chair, when this Bill was passed. But, unfor-
tunately, it could not happen. | hope, the coming generation in this House
and in the other House will see to it that the Women's Reservation Bill is
brought into the House and passed.

Sir, you mentioned in your address my election to the Inter-Pariiamen-
tary Union. Sir, it was the experience and confidence which | got here by
presiding over the proceedings of this House for 16 years that gave me the
courage and insight to preside over the biggest Parliamentary organisation
of the world with 145 democratic countries, as also in the U.N., in the
Summit of the Presiding Officers, the greatest Parliamentary feat which
we have. It was a matter of great pride and honour for me. But [ must say
over here that it was the international recognition of India's democratic
values, which were accepted all over the world. As our technocrats and
scientists are sought over and respected all over the worid, today, our
democracy, really, is respected all over the world, which we should be
proud of,

Sir, | would like to seek your permission to present you with a copy of my
speeches which | made in the international fora as the President of the IPU,
"Democracy. The Globat Perspective". This will remind the kind of work
India can do to enrich democratic values. Sir, this is the compilation of the
speeches, | made on behalf of my country, to reflect the will of this country.

19



RAJYA SABHA {10 June, 2004]

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

DR. (SHRIMATI) NAJMAHEPTULLA: Sir, | will have very fond memo-
ries of this House. | will remember the voices of Mr, Suresh Pachouri,
Mr. Parmar, Mr. Ahluwalia, Mr. Jibon Roy, Mr. Kapil Sibal, Mr. Singhal and
many others. Sir, | remember the fond memories, not with unhappiness
but with happiness.

Sir, here | would like to quote, with slight difference, the lines of the
famous poet, Wordsworth, on Daffodil. He says:
For oft, when on my couch | lie
In vacant or in pensive mood
They fiash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And remembers with the fond memories
of being in this House for almost 24 years.

Thank you very much, Sir.
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SHRI NILOTPAL BASU (West Bengal): Thank you Mr. Chairman. Sir,
to start with, | would formally like to extend my good wishes to all those
hon. Members who are retiring in the coming days. 1 think, it will be unfair
on my part, if | do not use this opportunity to put on record my deep sense
of personal gratitude to many of the hon. Members who are retiring. In
fact, when | came to this house, 10 years back, and was a backbencher,
| could learn many of the good Najmaiji is here; and hon. Members like
Virumbiji had worked hard and while articulating the position of their
respective parties at a given point of time; had actually articulated the
cause of the people, the States, the constituencies that they represent. In
a way, this is a very sad moment. But, | hope, and all of us hope, that
most of the hon. members, who are retiring today, will come back. Some
we have lost, | think, permanently, maybe, not so permanently. We are
‘sure all would make their positive contributions in different walks of life.
Somé will remain in the field of parliamentary politics, some will not. But
wherever they will remain, by virtue of the experience that they have had,
as individuals, as members of group, we feel that each one will render his
distinctive contribution. One of the good things that | am still trying to learr
from some of them is 'brevity'. Therefore, | will not be so long. |, once
again, wish them good luck and a very, very contributing future. Thank you
very much.

SHRi P.G. NARAYANAN (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Chairman, Sir, many hon.
Members are going to retire shortly. Out of them six Members are from
Tamil Nadu. All the retiring Members, during their tenure, had rendered
remarkable services to the cause of common people. The AIADMK
Member, Dr. V. Maitreyan, though he served only for two-and-a-half years,
took keen interest in many issues that are facing the country, and in
particular, issues pertaining to Tamit Nadu. He had been very useful and
helpful to me and my party. Shri S. Viduthalai Virumbi made a mark by
serving for a long time in this House. His participation, performance and
contribution to the proceedings of this House cannot be ignored.

[THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair]

Madam, Members like the Leader of the Opposition, Jaswant Singhji;
the Deputy Chairperson, Najmaiji; Oscar Fernandesiji; Pramod Mahajaniji;
and Arun Shourieji are also retiring. All their valuable contribution will be
remembered forever. We wish all of them to come back to this House.
However, there are a lot of avenues to serve the people from outside
Parliament also. They can continue their services to the common and
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downtrodden people. We wish all the retiring Members a happy, prosper-
ous and long life. Thank you, Madam.

SHRI O. RAJAGOPAL (Madhya Pradesh): Madam Deputy Chairper-
son, it was twelve years back when | had the occasion to come to this
House, which 1 had ngver expected in my life. | was a practicing lawyer at
Palghat in Kerala, confined to my profession only. Then, | had an occasion
to ceme in contact with Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhayay the founder of a great
ideal of Dharamrajya, from whom | learnt many lessons, which inspired
me to come forward to do some public work. And, that took me to this
place, which | had never dreamt of in my life. in these last 12 years, | had
varied experiences. | had the benefit of the sane advice. The speeches of
eminent personalities who belonged to various walks of life and their con-
tributions have been very useful in opening up my eyes to certain realities.
I have been greatly benefited by whatever they have done. | would, particu-
larly, like to mention the names of my Leader Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayeeji,
the present Prime Minister, Dr. Manmchan Singhji, Shri Pranab Mukherjee,
and Shri Jaswant Singhji. These are the persons whose speeches have
been very enlightening and educative and | have been greatly benefited by
them. ‘There are many other people also. For a short while, for some
years, | had the responsibility in the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs as a
Minister of State, and then | thought it my duty not to speak except when
it was absolutely essential for Government Business, otherwise, it was
my duty to give opportunity for other Members to speak. Therefore, | sel-
dom had the opportunity to speak. Today since | am retiring, | thought |
should make a few remarks to be recorded here in this House. Although,
| along with my colleagues, will be retiring, we will be continuing in our
activity in the public life on the basis of the inspiration, which we have got
from the great personalities like, Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay and other
great personalities. | am extremely thankful for the cooperation rendered
to me by eminent personalities here. Before concluding, | would only like
to make a mention of only one aspect. In this House there are very many
eminent personalities who come from various walks of life. Unfortunately,
they very seldom get opportunity to express themselves. The benefit of
their wisdom is not fully utilised by the House. Very often people who have
been speaking again and again, they speak and other persons, eminent in
their respective walks of life, whose services, whose opinion would have
been very, very useful, was not made available. | hope we should have
some institutional correction to see that such persons will get an opportu-
nity to actively take part so that we can make use of their knowledge in
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their respective fields in which they have distinguished themselves. | am
extremely thankfui to all the colleagues who have extended me their coop-
eration and | will remember whatever | have learned from this House, and |
hope that it will be very useful in carrying forward my public service, which
| intend to carry on. Thank you all.

SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA SEKAR REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Madam,
on behalf of my Party, | express my good wishes to all the retiring Mem-
bers. | hope that most of them will come back to this House and cthers
will serve the people in different capacities. Madam, you were kind to-
wards the new Members and more particularly the back-benchers. | was
all the while pleading for the back-benchers. My senior party colleagues
have retired, now | have to occupy the front bench. Madam, we're grateful
to you for all the encouragement that you have given to my party col-
leagues and me. During the last month, five of my senior colleagues—
Shri C. Ramachandraiah, Shri Rumandla Raamanchandrayya. Shri K.
Kalavenkata Rao, Shri P. Prabhakar Reddy and Shri Yadlapati Venkat
Rao, have retired. They participated in the debates of the House with very
keen intertest. They pleaded the case of the State in getting more funds
from the Centre. On behalf of my party and my own behalf, once again |
thank to you for all the encouragement you have given to my colleagues
and me. Thank you.
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SHRI R. SHUNMUGASUNDARAM (Tamil Nadu): Madam, | rise on
bebhalf of the DMK Party to associate myself with the good wishes ex-
pressed by the Chair to the retiring Members.

Madam, 1 am one of the beneficiaries of the valuable contributions
made by these Members including, Madam, yourself, as the Deputy
Chairman.

Madam, your voice for the women of this country will be reverberating
whether you continue in this Houses or continue your services elsewhere.
My special thanks to the five-men army of the DMK Party who are also
retiring. Mr. Virumbi, as mentioned by Mr. Narayanan, is a busy-bee. He
will be always found walking up and down, ceollecting material, going to the
library. And, his speeches made in this hon. House during the debates are
unforgetiable, always full of statistical details, which nobody can
contradict.

Madam, the other members of the DMK party, Prof. M. Sankaralingam,
who had a vast experience as a Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative
Council of Tamil Nadu, Shri S. Agniraj, and Shri S. Sivasubramanian, who
had contributed towards the upliftment of the socially, economically and
educationally backward people of Tamil Nadu, and Shri M. A. Kadar who
hails from Rameshwaram, who is an embodiment of sacrifice, who has
sacrificed a large chunk of land for the benefit of the poor people of Tamil
Nadu, have all contributed their services to the people to Tamil Nadu and
to this country. Their contribution to this House was also very valuable and
we cannot forget them. The party recognized their merits, chose them as
candidates of the party; they were given an opportunity to serve here
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12.00 Noon

aiso and they will take up different assignments after retiring from here.
Either they may come back or take up some other assignments given by
the party. Nevertheless, their services to the nation will continue. | wish
them very good health in the future. Thank you.

sft ©iw firg aw (IH=A) : SIS TEEET, A9 1990 ¥ yge ar # 38 WA
# gt e a1 3R 3 e g %3 § Fa-faifaa aow aw gl |
wfrern fafas oo ar i s 4 70 &) 3 foremd & ot off fr QAR I @ I Iy HY
A9 frwder 9 el 3 o1y R SR F@ § AT a9 893 1 w9
Safast & qrg U TEER FA R, ) A FAFaH R a1y w1 HgER F
¥ ¥ F@-33 W o7 SHaa ore E, A9 Y 39 wRA o A w=EEn w1 § ok
T E H I T T IR T R W) iR E— v Pw FaER w T W
& AATal g Mt F9E1 T o T snfa, o 9 79 § S IS ot & wre wEEt,
Afaw 3l =nfas =mer w0 ¥ @, 19 12 6l F 3 foansd €Y ogd e &
FAEHRT I FE w1 U v foezn ¥ 178 7= it sar T o i wem d wiafes
[T A TR 6 T GG 3 33 9 09 S9Med WA ¥ ) ) fae W, 3 R e
e faar 3t oy 3= == ° Sig 9 € | o faem 1 de T R wed
FUE F aENE, T AW T Fe AF TR FI N w60 & W@, N w
& d +ft 7o yaw fem € % # 71 woft 9l e @)

TEEy, A9 F1 F oS ¢ o 98 9 mewql &

3|,

73 A |f< g,

73 9% 3 7 wefa yd,
AF ud: g3 ad 1"’

s1gig o 9w T o 9 sHvat, 33 3l guger & T4, 9 gager gg v
w7 S Afasar %) A A w5 ok ag Afewa 7@ fom F s S e,
T wed § 79 velie &1 ff ofa; 9o 0 %1 v iR €3 e w= & @
TR, 16 feurar, 1946 %) 5@ Giaum @ | gfem ofm 79 and | Firy ok
Hfee =i o wrer we W@ o iR faww a7 2 uran we 9 TeE gl esw A
S e o1, ag & 9 S G Tw R g Orer @ faem, | quote, Ul suggest that
another attempt may be made to bring about a solution of the dispute
between the Congress and the Muslim League. This subject is so vital, so
important that, | am sure, it cauld never be decided on the mere basis of
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dignity of one party or the other party.” Now | am quoting the relevant
portion. "When deciding the destinies of nations, dignities of people,
dignities of leaders and dignities of parties ought to count for nothing. The

destiny of the country ought to count for everything” 34 3r sraERt & T
FH F1 ) T I H [ S0F FE FTEE fea i R v swa ek
Fft it § o sfefen &1 iR oft e )

T, & vt Tf&d # wind F wy dem @ g2 T wm, a8 vt A v €
st mifdat 7 § s ool et & wiwsl A o fs e v s weam
TR wrrEre) v St frdt Yy o ared & el 24 € ST w0 g
A # wrgg @ geehia § o g9 0 wu v wngardt 5 @ e off ieed 9y
<t A femn 1 SeFt R F TG 9 T W o D 28l w5 wEd, 2004 B I
|0 % 9 9 3 &l @ 3, 9rel wn feww ww g, ' iew i, gw S dvm w@ @
% oiR a1a 1t 9ga wag wivs &, 39 g3 9@ve wusn SfS¢ - "When the House
is in Session, how can he announce tax concession?" AN Sl & A J
ad TR 915 fdde T ¢ ag F vgan € - ' A & e g, ew St am
Earrer sest 17" | received the certificate of honesty from this House, and
that too from a Maoist, from a Leftist or from a Communist. | think this is
one of the biggest achievements of my life as a Member of Parliament and
a Member of the Council of Ministers in this House.

TEem, § 39 A 1ee faerd arsddY St 1 3 I e S ¥ # W ER
139 1 & for v & 2 fs Tomitfas fear, snfde HowaT, Sriae TE,
9 & 3iE 3 2w w1 dimadf 1 wifs o favi & oy o= Wiy vnfie @ o
IR T FFH Therd! BIFFE H1 qfeh T F1 qeqes S fhd71 | 372 9 & 751 8
& 8 - ' g T8 I, T A WM e wh H 3R R we i aw
A Y, 3 QMY 9 Y T I S Arerad qiiE e e H S s a g,
g ol ¢ Higwd &1 ararE o ¥ o 39d 29 1 v gfm d s gan d i voe
forq & 3761 99T <1 e § )

wErem, ¥ aurd A1 9ed g uee fig it #, A OF e, srvel, 9
3T g =afaa § 3 5 o7t 390 39 & 9y w5t ¥ 1 39 SR & 559 0@ Oat o
&, S it SR A R R E T S F e 4 R ) ¥, R s+t
e 1 &, zafae g2 oo ¥ fF 38 SR 3 S 209A S@on-uw § FE R, I
frafem g & e € i S 3= o1 e | e ], See 4 [ s F: 8
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e, ¥ ot ardf % it | @R s gu e 9 ae sh B e d fr—

¥ g A fem, T & wm R
TR B9 F R, T AET HGL FIA ¥

f3 uF @ 98 vee] €, 9% vun R, forg v wee F ween-veen @ w1 &1 7ad i of
AT U @ |l & w1 8, Af § aqurd 3 = § e St =), § @t amve
1 71 @1 g, Ot w6t e fufen, ¥ s € f o 2w A el 7 & o
et F it @ ==t @ v FE g T8 T s em Sy O @ € 9 9 wide
9 St &, 9 aved it €, 9 T aER |, 999 mia, e, e ¥ e
FrE-wiE T Tacarm st F#t fF aai 92 70 Tt nif & il fiyem =i,
T W =1 Fell, T W F IR i @A 1few ) IR wea, ot ok w9
3T TR A FTRRE 3R MiE S @il w7 Fe fR R, 3 et aes v
fere wae % § ol 3oifie ww g fe 371 98 +1d%n awa @i

afa #, Iyrefa e, s e § § ou O AR FeA W §) g9
B AR THSHI & Aifed | A7 9% o6 FW FE F1 WF e 3w B
WY1 I T HY, D $3, 2ferdl =01, dfecdt 1 o2 7)) o oft T
FI JeU- TR 78 & —F T efera @i giem @ T, 11 weige "R Ry
g 3R F=, I ey J A 91 fgu mu ) 3 efedl @ SR en- a8 ® #
Arehfai ITh! o AT ¥, T 9 o e, Siie 3 u e, O sw e
T TN € 8T | sufere ¥ SR 9, 9e 9 AU AW W, sTdie S g 2w
% foie 9= 9 F01, Ty & efaq, difea, vifia oo & fag, 33t geen & fag,
Hat Tft-Ud # fon, 39 FU-wwm & oy, =% SieTas & fag faan
iy a9 99 9, 3091 I F@ @A TR 0 Fars F 9w ot gt
W foy - TR 29 & wifewt F@EKE, e, M, 1A, fane, a@s | gEem,
it oft 9 el F o @ Tt st Y arfaes srdaat 9 @ =g, 98
T § N o ¥ 1 Y 79 g @ ¥ af 5w @ 1 A Aanait 3 smvitafe el
A o g9 S e 9 o SR T 92 g W ugenn, 36 e #1 agen o #
Y A H] G FT AR THN T T 30 T F7 909l g, 3R I w1
T g B, ol g 9 3 30 foae e =, s IS we e e—

R ¥R Wi T T e,
T @d & A9 ) 98, N faws F1 A 8w

EA-9ga YR |
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SHRI M.P. ABDUSSAMAD SAMADANI (Kerala): Madam, | thank you
for permitting me to speak a few words on this very solemn occasion. |
consider it an emotional occasion, emotional occasion in the sense that
during the friendship of Members from various political ideologies and stand-
points, sometimes a very wonderful relationship is born among the
Members of the House. It is very wonderful to have Members coming from
different corners of the country, speaking different languages, having
various philosophies about life and attitudes towards life and, in spite of
their having many, many differences, as our country's important particular-
ity is described as 'unity in diversity', such a great unity being born among
the Members of diverse qualities and diverse characters.

Madam, on this occasion, only with a heavy heart, we can bid farewell
to the senior Members, who have made their contributions not only to the
development of the political arena of the country, but also to the legisla-
tions that have been enacted in this House. These institutions are great
and Members are just like pebbles; like pebbles come and go, they
appear and disappear, but what remains is the institution. | think it is an
occasion for each and every one of us to take the pledge that we will do
our best for the protection of the grandeur and the greatness of the institu-
tions that we have. And, Rajya Sabha, no doubt, is one of the great insti-
tutions of gur democracy with which we will be able to go through the
problems of the country, and try to solve them. | think this is an occasion
for us for a self-appraisal when we ook into our own selves as to how
many landmark legislations we were able to make in the recent years. For
example, legislations which are very much related to the basic problems
of human beings, of the citizens of the country. | have a feeling that in the
recent years, there has been a terrible deviation from the basic problems
of life, and most of the time, the valuable time of this House is taken away
by emotive issues. This is an occasion for us to take another pledge that
we will try our maximum to avoid such situations. Members coming from
various political parties and having different political ideclogies will take a
pledge that they will try hard tc bring once again this Rajya Sabha to its
basic form, and we will be able to make landmark legislations which are
related to the basic problems of human life in this country, instead of
wasting time on emotive issues which produce nothing, the issues about
which the people are not bothered, and the issues which are taking away
much our time, and in which process, the basic problems relating to the
people are neglected, some times. | think, in the near future, we will be
able to took into this matter. Madam, there are great personalities, whom
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we have described as great teachers, among whom you are also there,
and among them, other senior Members like Shri Jaswant Singh, Shri
O. Rajagopal, Shri S. Viduthalai Virumbi, Shri Balkavi Bairagi are there.
Shri Balkavi Bairagi is poetic from top to bottom. By poetic | mean affec-
tionate and handsome. By handsome | mean that our senior Members
have kept very cordial relations with us. | remember the day when | came
to this House and after speaking a few words, Madam, you congratulated
me. | think many other junior Members will be having such great moments
of memories, and history is called the gramophone of society. By
gramophone | mean that the history is keeping the record of various voices
of society, voices of generations, and | think, the history of this House will
be a greater record of keeping vioces of not only various personalities but
also of different ideologies. Madam, there is a couplet of Shakespear. He
says that there is a tide in the life of every individual, which may lead him
to fortune. Coming to this House and sharing the moments with the Mem-
bers here give us the moments of fortune, and | would like to say one
thing. Our seniors have immensely helped us, especially, Shri O. Rajagopal,
hailing from Kerala, Smt. Saroj Dubey and other Members, and | think,
many of them will be returning, and only with pain, we can wish them all
the best. | am reminded of a couplet from Mir Dard, a famous Urdu Poet.

9 T R/ TR E TR
1 °G T4 9 I,
fo aga daem J e
| think, we will be abte to wait for. Thank you.

TGy : Tt QT S, A9 Stfere L ars ST, your name was before
Mr. M_P. Abdussamad Samadani's name. But | missed it.

sit geftw U (TR : IURWTITA HEeW, H2 TE HeA | 12 A €19 ) v
o dmuadsn @ a8 Y& o 75 37 o 1992 ¥, a8 ugd
wfifegfa §3 9= 4 2@ =) fivcht ot @ +ft w9er A uest, ©&F 9w oo F a0
T o Tt 7wl el -wiageed & vt @ 9 & TR forw &0 %1 wre Tera €, 3
1 %1 7T IR g | 9o &, 39 Sm U 1w & 1 9 s ot A wer
1 9% 81, - V- TS F A% | ¥R @ G e 3 S o arw faed R
TR A EF 2004 A RIW@WIF o s v FE Fvem F s dawm i)
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+11 fra & fag fomier 8, 01 ¢, w9 fava w F = s wgm  Bfa s 1092 &
# v | S o A ortEe yiAraafed |, R P | W Fm SR T |
3 | " | ¥ 39 Hen ® W F 9% g8 W@ O fF 9% 29 F1 iy wed i W
Tred e a1 afn Ut 3eie S f 7Rl o o ) fe 981 s B IR F mEs
F1 TEY @ & 9% § %o gy TE w1 o w9 9 e g 7 faan gpt e
AWM AT B AATR I RO A A rasFram s §
IFH WA § TEE W @A F Fou o I Fata qee 3@ Fi firen sk @g it
agd I M T FE o1 AfFT AR wenw d sifaw w4 sifam s R @
A1 ¥ T@ 3R 30 TE W IT 12 9 w1 999 W G g U T SE =wen ™
Prew, wra it Y drsom fmio gon wt ot @ F Ff oft oad wefau FtEEa@ @
3 R T F1& 1 9ga oT=8 &1 ¥ wafa T URA 91, HE WA 911 98
T A FW g 91 Heart Hi € fF o ¥ Wy ga o= wwia fFan

Tem, 5 # TN I wea #1 f A@E1 § i o aw A 3 ol den w0
TGS 1 3 T 9gd oW | Th § TF Sl A61S 3 1 9ga 9, A4 s A
g, Sifer oS 9 A 7] A & oy o/ w2 2 9 @ ST ST e i
o U1 Teg =1 A it S =g + of Trne oy S S e 4 & o s o s
ITHT G 16T 1 7 <) w1 WepH T € 9% Wt 7% 1 6 vee © ¥ ) T a6aH
T o, Tt A 77t fadie 3t 31 9edT § 1 39 TR 3 sa g st S
| w5t ft A IR e fira SR yEe AT FE A a1 feEewT IeeE w3
F A FEEHa A g st it A e msiam s S fer @ e a4 @
e foFo 1 g2 9@ I Y1 o vgerd e Wt SRS FE 4 @ 3 e
F1 80 & 1 | AfFA IR 96 TE F AT A A dew, 3 F:W Al g
TE 3TEHt Y off ST I TEH A o1 S &t Y i AN Wi FTH FE R
diert e A T2 Ao o € 1% o 7wt 3 9 gwE d o) B e |
e 1 @ 1 afe # riiem < ) 3 9 T @ 1w T IR NG B IR
=g g | Bem, # faa fam 7=l o an ot st & oT9R vw Y AR A W sw
9 e T o1 e T FE & @ wfte urd § 9 9 e e
A o= A E U 9, I § e 7@ A3 ¥ o & wa o 9l avw @ ¥ s
) W2 FE R T U 41 R v R o= 33 favam feomn, 30 39 sga
3 =R =g fewm wiam st %1 ) aw St 98 s F et A I 9 it w s
& i 39 30 7, 39 Sl F1 Fw w4, o779 SR e o # & Fife fq
FA 91 | 3 §9 919 H S § o fire 9 9 IR, 310 o & w3y wwa S s
H0 F g I T HITIE F) R A TR fawg FA A F Rifvw ) T a S
ot wrEl = Sffre i S € 4 @ urn ofi T fawg @ aran L (sgEe)...
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SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY (Pondicherry): You are coming back!

SHRI SATISH PRADHAN: | am not coming back. | had decided six
months back that | would not come back to this House. But | would
remain in politics and | would do my best for the country. Let me assure
you about it.

ren, S {1 e ues w1 g Ieera e e e S o v fdg s
Jeo@ FE T I IR TR Al e d T iR sm s wAw A
HE AT T, @ FA T A IR 2 IR T aga wwnfas gen ) anf faon S 3
N T2 W UH & A1 A 4, IR T @ & i woft oft, et it wftfeafa |
forafira 7 8 gu 31wl Wit o wrn fean 1 vl @ wga e HiaA = faen
? 1 fem & F161 92 Amedt S Wy, SR A9 A FW FA F AGwOqH faen
218 37 it vl 1 st €1 92 we de @ 38 o 3 e ol e d wgE
TN A IRt ot 3 9 gy W fawerdt @hd, 9 favam dtan, sesi s A we
FT g | # A9 S 797 IT0H URe F AR aft wearh wiwdi #) year
&} §U A9 o0 o E ) 9 TE  wga iAeHy ararer ¥ o aiee @ fagr
=l €1 e F ) i w3 aga guth, Y g favemm € ol ot e wEw
3r=3 g0 | wel | # 3o arera g1 9 fe

gt T Wi Y (I W) : v=rare 2w | f 4 Jo F ferr @ w g sl
6 99 39 Qe %1 U T@ | 9gd Ted! 999 st T, AR gug s e fa ¥
@ diaan @ ¢, v €} ) T gEien o T8 e & S e wei ww o €
=2afa, 9afa, 900 W-ve) @ FH W@ @ @ T F 9E o 79 ' g el
wgd Jo) TOF sa a1 & | SE 9 w1 F9 ¢ @ 1 em, & s i s A @ 1S
79 1 faur msa 1 v W ot | A= u wa d 39 s we aRa g fe e
TE- & 1 3 781 333 3@ o 1@ v fafes am fr o & § @ e awfash
% U A 8, 9 1 4 S wearle See geraiaa St @ are o €, e faaet
o & ol i v ¥ 1 03 i fafaw o o, it aat sw wew # faum Hea w1
T T €, 5 SEw qeud TR e S g g e of | 3wd 1 of veem Tw
W E T 30 S g o9 73 9% W@ d 7@ g9 fafaw wva o S e
oot fer@sht aTd & it wgl ved & | S wdw § T TE v o1 1 ¥ew, agg @ 9
7RI ¥ S = AL TS ST 1 IASF1 o &0 6 9 & wfert 1w 31y 3y Wt =
2 for vudty vy 3 o dudi srargt | 339 ot At iR s | A faa of
B gretifer # 38 I Y T8 v § e et ¥ u 9R aw ww i @ vt
= o v worsaret ) 3 wure T e § e w gueEre) widants
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% Fa & 3R o gaeEEt Fwe # 0 Tw F4 vee 9o e, SfF a4 6
feafa & oz 78 R | ot oft Ty =awen § oy stavas 2, SO § & Wt
F—wra w@vE ¥ | aTIR 2N |, 319 svaet iferdts et €, sw S S e
2 AFT I S W @ TR e 94}, IR e UE TR HI G T ERaT E, €
s & 9t Ffves s @ dudy sl &1 9 d &) 39 g5 | oft dudiy
a1} F1 I gl 8, TR FE Hag el © | Tl 9% 39 91 1 §ard ¢ fF 3=
T 1 1T 991 1 711 I:fa §, 7w it wafufea § oin wafag & &% fafraa w0
¥ Hudy yaeen °§ W@ 9g7 1 8 sravas € i 9w w wrfew 99 9 9u
a7qva §, Tafrem ¥9 9 39 weq 3 o1 39 i wd= 1 fAded ol o= |
fem —urR fodd) fadgs &) oifm & & gme 1§ 9, 9% fedt fadas =) vt
s am S, R fafisd s fFdsd S gE s & ama § 81—
T HEA 3 A9 nfongut weeg =1 Fafvea w9 @ oo frm € ol aw o oft g
@, T | favarg s €1 few, 9= § g7 39 9 1 o ) 99 w1t e T e
< o7 1 g faum 9feg # a1 ¥ 1 off rvE wra a1 1 g feet g9 W Aar
ot #gva W o1 | ew, § o SR A gt S sl i dieriE
ST 1 S A g 9T A8 o1, ot A SR ¥ e dhar o) A wg
g 571 T 3ueRT ot e g3 W gan | 35wt g veel -
9y % €, 918 I9 vy B g2 weAm faen | FF yww wwws fFam S
i3 AT 7 el € 39 famn fedt dgwm =, o et 1 um fag g s
Fdor F1 frdet % ot 30 Fdey F1 Frefgd 03 51 A g = i 91 8 q@ s
2 fob wrrita wewedt 3 38 waen ot en 1 Hew, 42 38 ve & el seei wi g m
foen——ane earll smgfedarsh &, gardt Wifere & faidt @ €, ead Aifadi < st
® ¥, 9% wadamE! © 8, 9 F10M 1E @ o @ |, e fifedi @ enees ©
&, 9 e ® €, 98 10w uE @ | @ E, 9 a9 o # S E
e w1 weEn e &1 39 gEE) AR B g F W 9@ L 9 St =
T, |l Sl 1 9 SR wg @ fag St @ w9 e A @ e,
39T W TR H aivd aren sfadd ¥, foms aftg sed was &1 wrdardt
e fom &, o el @ Te w1 3=l weel & wig gt wee @ ufa i
e A §U 37T 10 HHIE Al €| ¥=aT |

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil Nadu): Madam Deputy Chair-
person, | wouid not take much time of the House. 1 would take as short a

time as possible. At the outset, | want to thank my leader, Dr. Kalaignar for
having selected and sent me thrice to this august House. Madam, | am
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very much indebted to this august House because only after entering this
House, | got much enlightened. Madam, | thank all the Members of the
House, the staff of the Rajya Sabha Secretariat and the staff working in
the Library because without their active cooperation and help it is very
difficult for us to discharge our duties. | bow my head to the people who
sacrificed their lives of the independence of our country. Due to their sac-
rifice, our country achieved freedom.

Madam, we find that on many issues, we have had heated discussions
in the House. | remember, when | entered this House in 1989, there was a
heated discussion in the House. Today also, when | am leaving this House,
| find some heated discussicons. But, this heat is only inside the House
when we discuss some issues. Qutside the House, in the Lobby, we
move as brothers. That is the peculiarity of this House. We belong to
various persuasions in life. In spite of this, we have some sort of affinity as
if we are born in gne single family. | hope, this will continue forever.

Madam, with my limited wisdom, whatever | could do, | have done. But
still there are some tasks to be performed. | hope those unfulfilled tasks
would be fulfilled. | must personally thank Dr. Karan Singhji. About two
years ago, | hade made a request to him, when | was a court member of
the Jawaharlal Nehru University that a Centre for Tamil should be estab-
lished in the Jawaharlal Nehru University. At that time, he had accepted it
in principle. Then, | persuaded him. Yesterday morning, he actually called
me up and informed that the Vice-Chancellor of the University has ac-
cepted it. Only due to the paucity of funds, it is being delayed. Within a
year, the Centre far Tamil in the Jawaharlal Nehru University will be estab-
lished. For that, | thank Dr. Karan Singhji, on behalf of the Tamil-speaking
peopie living not only in Tamil Nadu but also in different parts of the world.

Madam, | also thank your good self for having been considerate to me
in the House. Whenever we had discussions in the House on some is-
sues, there was limited time for that. During the last 12 years, whenever |
sought your permission to speak in the House, you never refused. All
these years, you have been very considerate to me. | also thank the hon.
Chairman and other Members who adorned the Chair for having been consid-
erate to me when | spoke in this august House. Madam, only again,
| thank all the Members of this House and the Members who are retiring
from this House. | hope the elder Members of the Hosue would guide the
younger Members in discharging their duties in the House. | hope the
younger Members would do their homework well. That will automatically
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help them to become more enlightened in this august House. With these
words, | conclude.

DR. M.N. DAS (Orissa): Thank you respected Madam Deputy Chair-
man, for your kind permission to utter a few words for the last time on the
floor of this august House. Madam, the poet might have sung it at the
rivulet: Men may come and men may go, but | go on the ever. But what we
feel today is, Members may come and Members may go; but the House
goes on for ever, Parliament goes on for ever.

Madam, from the so-called ivory tower of my university campus, | ever
thought of Parliament, this House, as the temple of Indian democracy. But
after coming to this House, | learnt that not merely is this House a temple
of democracy but it is also a centre of excellence for the highest type of
education. | attentively and keenly listened to many of the learned delib-
erations from eminent persons on different subjects like patents, informa-
tion technology, education, science, health, etc., etc., on which | had little
idea. So, this is a temple of education for most of us.

Madam, the sweetest memories will remain after retirement. The kind
treatment | received from some of the eminent Members of this House is
superb, and they deserved respect without demanding it. | can never
forget the treatment | received from men like Fali S. Nariman, and hon.
General Shankar Roy Chowdhury, | can never forget the kind treatment
| received from hon. ShriArun Shourie, Jaswant Singhji, Madam Sushma
Swarajji, Kapil Sibalji, H. R. Bhardwaijji, Mr. Justice Ranganath Misra, Baikavi
Bairagiji, and, last but not the least, Madam, from your eminent seff.

Madam, | have been a professional writer for 50 years. And [ propose to
write a book on my experiences in Rajya Sabha. Of course, 1 shall be very
careful and very cautious remembering the Sanskrit injunction; T=IH 33T
forre ST | 1 AT 311 W 11 Speak that is truth, speak that is pleasant,
but never speak unpleasant truth.

| shall never speak unpleasant truth, but | shall swear that the book
I am geing to write will have truth and truth oniy and nothing but truth. | will
quote some of the eminent speakers while describing the points.

Madam, with your kind permission, | shall refer to one thing which
pained me the most. Sometimes. we don't feel the pulse of the people.
Sometimes, we see pandemonium in the House. Madam, one day, my
grandson asked me a question: What is the meaning of pandemonium?
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| told him, pandemonium means chaotic order, confusion, some kind of
disturbance. But doubtful myself, | consuited a dictionary. The dictionary
described the same words, but within bracket lies "pandemonium was the
word used by John Milton in ‘Paradise Lost' as the capital of hell", Madam,
we have fallen from the sweet home; home may be poor, home may be
anything; but Have we fallen to the capital of hell? | have felt very sad and
very sorry when | saw pandemonium in this House. But, anyway, | would
mention my experiences in the House. If i live, of course, | will complete the
book in time quoting many eminent persons including yourself, Madam.

Now | feel sad that six years of time could run so quickly and so swiftly
like a stream. But meeting and parting, coming and going, entry and exit,
welcome and farewell, like birth and death, are the eternal laws of human
existence. We have to take it lightly, gladly and also sadly and with re-
morse. Thank you.

SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA (Rajasthan). Madam Deputy Chairman,
| remember the year 1986 when | came o this House for the first time. That
corner was my seat. | was lucky that every two year | was getting a new
seat in the front rows. And that is why | could reach up to this desk. It was
Rajivji who brought me to this House. none of my family members was in
politics, though a number of my family members were involved in sccial
work for schools, colleges, hospitals, etc. When | decided to work for pub-
lic, for the country and for the poor people, | teft all activities relating to my
business. | find a very few faces in this House since 1986. Shri Pachouri is
one of them. Madam, you are also one of them. ...(Interruptions)... That
was long before. .. {Interruptions)... There are a few more faces. When
| came here, Shri Venkataraman was the Chairman of this House. When |
retired in 1992, the Chairman had changed and we had Dr. S.D. Sharmaji as
the Chairman of this House. So, | have the privilege of working with different
Chairmen up to 1992. From 1992 to 1998, Madam, as many of my friends
have said, | was in public life. | was working for my Party in different capaci-
ties and moving all over the country. 1 did have the experience of sitting in
the Treasury Benches and then in the Opposition before 1992 also,
witnessing may Prime Ministers—for short periods and for full terms. Every
moment, a new experience was gained. Working with anybody was a new
experience. In 1998, Madam Sonia Gandhi tock the Charge of the
Congress Party after Congress and people all over the country requested
her to do so. | was brought back to this House. Again
we were on the other side from 1998 onwards. But | am glad that before
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tretire, | have come back to the Treasury Benches. During this period,
obviously, like any other hon. Member, | had to interact with every-
body—hon. members from this side and from that side. But, | have no
hesitation to say that there is absolutely no personal enmity of any
kind, whatsoever, with any hon. member of this House, That is what
| cherish. Some of my colleagues have mentioned about pandemo-
nium. Some hon. Members mentioned that we came into the Well of
the House. | personally feel that this a part of the democratic set up
where these things happen. There is no doubt that sometimes it hap-
pens, not for very serious purpose. But, sometimes, it is very neces-
sary to take place and because of that this House has taken some
good decisions. Otherwise, probably, those good decisions would not
have been taken. No doubt, we have to be disciplined. For instance,
voting is important, but, abstaining during voting is, sometimes, equaliy
important. But, this should not become the norm of the House. This
should not become more important than the active deliberations.

Madam, during these twelve years, from whatever opportunities |
have got to participate in different discussions/debates, | had learnt 2
lot. Not only this, | had the privilege, like any other hon. Member, to
participate in different Parliamentary Committees and tour all over the
country. | can only say that | tried to attend practically every sitting of
the House whenever it was in session. If the record is seen, | would say
that attendance is not that bad. And, same is the case with Commit-
tees. | always felt that if the party has given me; this privilege of com-
ing to this House i.e., becoming a Member of this House, | owe a duty
to public, to my party and to my party leader that the views of the party
are expressed in different fora If | start explaining or talking about
each and every experience. | can speak for days. But, during this ex-
perience of my political career, very sad things had happened. Firstis
the assassination of Smt. Indira Gandhi. | first got into the electoral
politics in 1989 in Rajasthan. And then, our beloved leader, Shri Rajiv
Gandhi, was assassinated. The feelings of those moments cannot be
expressed in words. The country had lost genuine and patriotic lead-
ers. But, | persanally lost my mentor.

During these years, Madam, maybe, sometimes, during the discus-
sions, | might have used strong tanguage, | might have used the so-called
‘'unparliamentary’ words. But, | assure you, Madam, that that was not
international. | also know that all my friends on both the sides knew that
that was not used personally against any individual. However, if anybody
has felt anything of that sort, | bet to be pardoned. | would like to tell them
that it was never meant against any indwvidual.
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Madam, as a Vice-Chairman, | had the privilege of working with you and
the hon. Chairman. | had the privilege of chairing the House a number of
times. Maybe, | was slightly stricter to maintain the discipline and the
time. Some hon. Members might have had hurt of the duty which | had to
carry out. With your guidance and pushing from behind that everything
should go on time, so many Bills had to be passed in one day. So many
items had to be finished in one hour, two hours or three hours. But, finally
things had happened. Whiie in the Chair, | had to face speakers iike Shri
Laluji, | would like to put it on record that even he was very co-operative.
So, | have no complaints against any of the speakers. | enjoyed, | rel-
ished, and | cherished every moment of my stay in this House.

| take this last opportunity to wish well all my colleagues who are retir-
ing. | would say that wherever we are we shouid be in contact even after
the retirement. It will be good to exchange our views and thoughts and
work together for the benefit of the country.

| take this opportunity to thank our Secretary-General. | had warkeo
with a number of Secretaries-General. But the kind of association | ha¢
with the present Secretary-General was much more comfortable becuse
I was in the Chair, so, | was to associate with him and he was very co-
operative. | also thank the members of the staff who are very co-operative.
They were helping me in my needs as a Member of this august House.
Even if they are not obliging sometimes, they helped me a lot and ! am
grateful to all of them.

With these words, | once again thank you and thank everybody in this
House and say bye-bye.

1.00p.m.
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MISS MABEL REBELLO (Madhya Pradesh). Respected Chairman,
Sir, | had no hope of coming to this House after the demise of my dear
departed leader, Rajiv Gandhi. But it is only after Mrs. Sonia Gandhi be-
came the Congress President, | immediately got a chance to be here. Sir,
| am very much grateful to her. Similary, Sir, | am grateful to you because
you gave me ample opportunities to raise certain issues, particularly, is-
sue related to social sector. | am also grateful to the Deputy Chairperson
who also gave me many opportunities to raise certain issues. Sir, | en-
joyed every minute of being here, in this House. It was indeed a pleasure
for me to be here in this House. Sir, | have learnt a iot of things here. This
House gave me a lot of exposure, particularly, the Standing Committee on
Women Empowerment. This Committee gave me an opportunity to go to
the remote corners of the country, to the various States, and, there we
interacted with women, and, that interaction gave us an inspiration to fight
for women of India here in this august House. The Deputy Chairperson had
raised the issues of women empowerment and reservation for women. |
fully and wholeheartedly endorse the views of the Deputy Chairperson on
the reservation for women. Sir, since we could not do it during our tenure
here, | wish the peopie who come after us wouid be able to do it. Sir, hon.
Prime Minister is here. | request him to take up this issue to see that
women definitely get, at least, 30 per cent reservation. Actually, women
should get 50 per cent reservation in both the Houses of Parliament. But
of course, knowing the mindset of men, we know that since it is not pos-
sible, | feel at least, they should agree to 30 per cent. | request and be-
seech the hon. Prime Minister to do the same. Sir, you know, | am a
social worker. While | was in this House, | had managed to raise the
issues to alleviate poverty to ensure that basic needs, basic human rights
like food, clothes, clean water, health and education for all. 1 had raised
these type of issues. | had raised the issue of destitutes. 1 had raised the
issues of physically and mentally challenged. | had raised the issue of
slum-dwellers. Sir, | had raised the issue of less-privileged section of our
society. | request the hon. Members who are here, to raise these issues in
the days to come in order to ensure that these under-privileged section of
our community--30 per cent of people-who still do not have adequate means
to lead a happy life get these basic needs. | would request them to ensure
that they get their basic needs so that all these people whom we some-
times feel that they are liability to the nation may become an asset to the
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nation in order to build up a strong country. Thank you very much, Sir, for
having given me an opportunity.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri N. Jothi.

SHRIN. JOTHI: (Tamil Nadw): Sir, | am not retiring (Interruption)..... No,
| am not retiring. Some of them may like me to retire, but | am not retiring!
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PRIME MINISTER {CR. MANMOHAN SINGH): Hon. Chairman, Sir, |
rise to associate myself with the warm sentiments expressed by so
many han. Members at a moment we part from several of our esteemed
colleagues, who complete their tenures after fruitful years of service to
the nation in this august House. Sir, the list of Members retiring in the
near future is a long one and it is a representative sample of the many
pelitical parties in this House and of the States of our Union. It includes
a number of distinguished parliamentarians who have served as Minis-
ters as well as many colleagues whose contribution to setting a high
standard of debate has been exemplary. Indeed, | have had the privi-
lege of participating in debates involving many of these distinguished
colleagues earlier. Sir, although it is said that we are bidding farewell to
hon. Members who are retiring, | am confident that many of our col-
leagues will be contesting elections for a fresh term. To them | would
only say that | welcome a further opportunity to meet on the floor of this
august House. As for those colleagues and friends who may retrun to
the service of the nation in different capacities while they may be leav-
ing this House, i am certain that they do not do so to retire from public
life. Ours is not a profession, it is a vocation and for many colleagues it
is a calling, an opportunity, to work for our pecople. My interaction with
all of you has shown me that irrespective of the nature of out debates,
we have put the interest of our country first to serve our pecple. There-
fore, for all of us, there can be no question of retirement from public
service. Therefore, to all the colleagues and friends whose tenure will
soon be complete, | wish you every success in the future. Thank you,
very much.

VALEDICTORY REMARKS

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, we come {o the end of this Session
which had commenced on Friday, the 4th of June 2004. This 21st Session
of Rajya Sabha was its first one after constitution of the 14th Lok Sabha
and formation of the new UPA Government. It is a matter of great happi-
ness and honour for this House that its one Member has become Prime
Minister of the country and is now the Leader of the House. We extend our
heartiest felicitations to him.
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