(g) Incases of complaints of serious nature, the Ministry deputes Natioral Level Monitors to
enguire into the matter. Area Cificers of the Ministry and members of the CEGC are also deputed for

the purpoge.
BPL estimates

257. SHRI NANDI YELLAIAH: Wil the Minister of RURAL DEVELOPMENT be pleased to

state:

(a) whether the Empowered Group of Ministers (EGOMs) headed by the Finance Minister
decided ta set aside all the other BPL estimates put forward either by the Ministry or by States to

provide food security to poor under the proposed act;

() whether the existing poverty numbers based on Maticnal Sample Survey Organisation
(NSSO) survey 2004-05 would be the final number of fresh estimation on different bases by experts

would be considered; and

(c)  what are the details of action decided by Government in fixing the existing poverty

numbers at naticnal lavel ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT (SHRI PRADEER
JAINY: (&) to (c) Details of the proposed National Food Security Act are being worked out in the
Empowered Group of Ministers (EGoM) constituted to examine various aspects of the proposed
law. Baged on the directions of the EGoM, the draft Bill will be prepared and put on the web site of

the Department of Food & Public Distrioution for public scrutiny and comments.

Regarding poverty estimates, the Planning Commission congtituted an expert group under the
chairmanship of Prof. Suresh Tendulkar which submitted its report in December, 2009, The report of
the committee is available at the website: www .palnningcommission.gov.in. The committee has
recommended that the Lrban poverty line need not be changed, but the rural poverty line should be
raiged to reflect the basket of commodities that can be purchased at the urban poverty line after
allowing for the difference in urban and rural prices. The Tendulkar committee has recomputed
paverty lines for individual states for 2004-05 on this basis. The revised poverty lines recommended
by the Tandulkar committee have been accepted by the Planning Commission for 2004-05. (Refer ta
paras 1.32 to 1.35 of Mid-Term Appraisal Eleventh Five Year Plan 2007-2012). The estimates of

paverty as per Tedulkar committee at all India level are given below:
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Estimates of Papulation in poverty (Percertage below in Poverty fing )

Year Official Estimates Tendulkar Committee
Urban Rural Tetal Urban Rural Total

1W93-94 32.4 37.3 36.0 318 50,1 45.3

2004-05 25.7 28.3 27.5 25,7 4.8 37.2

The Tendulkar Committee has specifically pointed out that the upward revision in the
percentage of rural poverty in 2004-06, resulting from the application of new rural poverty line should
not be interpreted as implying that the extent of poverty has increased over time. To assess the
underlying time trend Lging the new method of computing poverty lines, the poverty estimates in
2004-06 need 1o be considered with those for 1993-94, using the new methodology for both years.
The data as presented in above table shows that whether the old method or the new methods are
uged, the percentage of the population below poverty line has declined by about the same

magnitude.
Target for connecting villages under PMGSY Scheme

258. PROF. ANIL KUMAR SAHANI: Will the Minister of RURAL DEVELOPMENT be pleased

to state:

(a) whether Gavernment has fixed any target for connecting villages with all weather roads
under Prachan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY);

(b))  if so, the details thereof;

(2} the number of vilages connected with all weather reads during the last three years,

State-wize;and

(d) the total number of vilages with a population of more than 1000 in Bihar identified to be

connected through all weather roads, district-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT (SHRI PRADEER
JAINY: (&) and (k) The primary objective of Pradhan Martri Gram Sadak Yojana (FMGSY) is to
provide connectivity through an all-weather read to all unconnected habitations in rural areas with a
population of 500 persong and more in plain areas and 250 persong and more in hill States, desert

(as identified in the Desert Development Programme)) areas and Tribal (Schedule-Y) areas.
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