The pilot scheme on Computerisation of TPDS operations envisages among others making
real-time information available, ensure effectiveness of service delivery, and put in place a
grievance redressal mechanism.

In the pilot scheme on Smart Cards, the existing ration cards will be replaced by smart
cards which will store biometric features (fingerprints) of adult members of beneficiary families.
This is intended to eliminate lifting of TPDS commodities by persons other than the genuine
beneficiaries.

‘PAU 201’ a new rice variety

*100. SARDAR SUKH DEV SINGH DHINDSA: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION he pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has directed the Food Corporation of India (FCI) to buy out
bulk of the harvest from the ‘PAU 201, a new variety of rice, which was damaged to the extent of
over eight per cent in Punjab; and

(b) if so, the details thereot?

THE MIMISTER OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (SHRI
SHARAD PAWAR) ¢ (a) and (b) The State Government of Punjab, through its agencies,
procures wheat and paddy on behalf of Food Corporation of India (FCI) for Central Pool stocks.
Government of India formulates uniform specifications for procurement of paddy and rice
procurement is done strictly in conformity with these specifications. Uniform Specifications of
raw rice for Kharif Marketing Season 2009-10, prescribe the limit of damaged/slightly damaged
grains upto 3% and broken grains upto 25%. In view of higher damaged grains in PAU 201
variety rice and based on the request of the State Government, the limit of damaged/slightly
damaged grains was relaxed to 4.75%6 in revenue divisions of Patiala, Faridkot and Ferozepur in
Punjab and 4% in rest of the State and relaxations in broken grains was extended upto 28% for
the entire state.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
Effect of sub-standard seeds on agricultural production

1556. SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU: Wil the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the agricultural production in some States is likely to be
adversely affected due to use of sub-standard seeds;

(b) if so, whether Government has made any assessment of the quantum of foodgrains
which have got affected due to use of such seeds;

(c) if so, the details of the decrease in the agricultural production during each of the last
three vears;

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(d) whether Government is taking steps to provide quality seeds; and

(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE  MINISTER OF STATE IN  THE  MINISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE
(PROF. K.. THOMAS) : (&) to (¢) The Department has not received any complaint regarding
sub-standard seed for Kharit 2010.

(d) The Department of Agriculture and Cooperation, Government of India provides
assistance for seeds under the following Schemes viz.

(iy  Mational Food Security Mission (NFSM);

(i)  Rashtriva Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY);

(i)  Integrated Scheme of Oilseeds, Pulses, Cilpalm and Maize (ISOPOM);
(iv) Macro Management of Agriculture (MA);

(v) Technology Mission on Cotton;

(vi) Technology Mission on Jute and Mesta;

(vii) Mational Horticulture Mission (NHM);

(viii) Technology Mission on North East (TMNE)

(ix) Development and Strengthening of Infrastructure Fadilities for Production and
Distribution of Quality Seeds; and

(x) Mega Seed Project (Indian Council of Agricultural Research and State Agricultural
Universities ).

The availability of quality seeds is 140.93 lakh gtls. against the requirement of 123.11 lakh
gtls. in Kharif 2010. The details of the All Indian Position of requirement and availability of
certified/ Quality seed for Kharif 2010 are given in the Statement (See below).

(e) Question does not arise.
Statement

Al india position of requirement and availability of certified/
quality seed during Kharif 2010

Qty. in Qtls.
Crops Requirement Availability Surplus/ Remarks
Deficit
1 2 3 4 5
Paddy 5353006 5000845 645930
Ragi 27241 30874 3633
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1 2 3 4 5

Kodo 400 429 29

Maize 7565761 Q03034 147273

Bajra 254608 205004 40486

Jowar 157105 174420 17315

Total Cereals 6549021 7403696 854675

Urd 133084 188109 54125

Cowpea 21458 21458 0

hMoong 179612 189873 10261

Horse Gram 3728 650 -3078 Farm Saved Seed/local
seed will be used.

Field Bean 350 350 0

koth 15300 5759 -0541 Shortage is reported only
in Rajasthan due to
drought. Farmers seed
will be used.

Arhar 200677 226085 26308

Rajmash 1102 700 =402 Shortage is of a spedcific
local variety in
Uttrakhand only. Farm
Saved Seed will be
used.

ToTal Pulses 556211 633883 77672

Castor 43716 64378 20662

Groundnut 1825067 2006427 180460

MNiger 1517 1069 -448 Farm Saved Seed/local
seed will be used.

Til 20502 27488 6086

Soybean 2062515 3580675 618160

Sunflower 45001 52205 7294

Total Qilseeds 4800218 5732332 833114
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1 2 3 4 5

Cotton 192686 253320 60634
Jute 38392 84775 46383
ToTAL Fiber 231078 338005 107017
Bajra Napier 25 25 0
Hybrid

Guar 76003 84830 8827
Sudan Grass 200 200 0
ToTAL Fodder 76228 85055 8827
GRAND TOTAL 12311756 14193062 1881306

Incentives to mechanised agriculiural sector

557. DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to

state:

(a) whether more incentives such as low interest loans and tax sops are
required to be given to mechanized agricultural sector to boost foodgrains,

productivity;

(b) whether provision of excise duty and VAT exemption for agriculture machinery and
equipment purchased by farmers cooperatives and village level panchayats would reduce cost of

such implements;

(c)  whether, according to experts, farm mechanism should be carried on an urgent
basis to increase foodgrain production and double agriculture growth from current two per cent;

and

(d) if so, to what extent Government has considered the study report and the steps

being taken?

THE  MINISTER OF STATE IN  THE  MINISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE
(PROF. K.V. THOMAS) : (a) The Ministry is not aware of any specific empirical data or research
findings indicating direct linkage between low interest loans and tax sops for agricultural

mechanization and boosting of food grains production and productivity.
(b) Yes, Sir.

(c) Farm mechanization does help in boosting agricultural productivity, However, the
Ministry is not aware of any specific study or expert opinion to indicate that farm mechanization

alone would double agricultural growth from current level of two per cent.

(d) Does not arise in view of (c) above.
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