1 Oral Answers

RAJYA SABHA

Monday, the 11th August, 1980|the 20th
Sravana, 1902 (Sofcaj

The House met at eleven of the <;l«ck, Mr.
Chairman in the Chair.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

MR. CHAIRMAN: Very thin House day.
Question No. 261. Mr. Pradhan.

SHRI SADASH1V BAGAITKAR:
Question No. 261. He has gone for Mi Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Bagaitkar is here
waiting for Deepavali, I itouak.

tfotnlation figures of 'dailies’ published
from Calcutta

+261. SHRI PATITPABAN
PRADHAN:

SHRI SADASHIV BAGAITKAR”

SHRI LADLI MOHAN
NIGAM:

Will the Minister of INFORMA
TION AND BROADCASTING  be
pleased to state the circulation figures
for 1979 of the dailies published from
Calcutta  namely, (i) Amrita Bazar
Patrika, (ii)) Calcutta Observer, (iii)
Hindusthan  Standard, (iv)  Satyayug
~Bengali), ) Janani (Bengali),
(vi)  Ananda Bazar Patrika
(Bengali), (vii) Jugantar (Bengali), and (viii)
Basumati (Bengali) and the quantity of
newsprint allotted to each of these dailies
during the year 1979-80?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCATING AND SUPPLY AND
REHABILITATION (SHRI V. P. SATHE):
The requisite information may kindly be seen
in the enclosed statement.

[ 11 AUG. 1980 ]

to Questions 2

Statement

The claimed circulation figures and
newsprint quota allotted in 1979-89
are given below:

Name o" the Claimed News pri-t
daily Circ lation Quantity allotted
(in mts)

+tThe question was actually asked on the
floor of the House by Shri Sadashiv
Bagaitkar.

844 RS— 1.

1. Amrita Bazar Patrika 126032 3369.60
2, Calcutta Observer 9750  59.18
8. Hind sthap Standard 2649 12,80
4 Satyay g 16771 219.08
5. Janani 5200  34.55
6. Ananda Bazar Patrika 401485 7701.01
7+ ] gantar 320711 5576.52
8. Bas mati 17312 220,24
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SHRI SADASHIV BAGAITKAR:
Sir, it you will allow me . . ..

MR, CHATIRMAN: 1f he is ready,
he will answer it. Otherwise, he
will take note of it.

SHRI V. P. SATHE: I will answer
in the same vein, Sir.

SHRI SADASHIV BAGAITKAR: I
am merely making an enguiry. _
SHRI V. P. SATHE: That is right.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Now Mr. Nigam,
Next, Shri Shahi and then Shri Kalyan
Roy. That would be the end. The
question is a very thin one, there is not
enough notice in it.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Kalyan Roy.
Yours will be the last question.

SHRI KALYAN ROY: Sir, there are two
parts of my question. Firstly, I would like to
know whether the Minister is aware that No. 2
Calcutta Observer, No. 3 Hindusthan Standard
and No. 4, Satyayug have claimed certain
circulation figures which are totaly baseless
and fictitious. The Hindusthan Standard is not
sold more than 150 copies, the Satyayug is not
sold more than 1,000 copies and the Calcutta
Observer is not sold more th"n 150 copies.
What mechanism is there to find out whether
the claims that they are making are correct or
fictitious? Is the Minister aware that there was
an inquiry into the use of newsprint by the
Satyayug in the last two or three years and all
the inquiry reports have found that the present
owner, publisher and editor are sel-
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to Questions 8

ling newsprint in the blackmarket and
personally made about a few lakhs of rupees?
I am quite sure of that and that has appeared
in the press also. What mechanism is there to
check that this is not sold in the black-market
and circulation is exactly what they are
claiming? Secondly, Sir what is the use of
giving! newsprint to these papers because I
knew particularly about the Amrita Bazar
Patrika and the Ananda Bazar Patrika that
newsprint is taken by them in order to feed the
people with all kinds of bogus information.
These two papers, costing fifty paise per copy,
are completely blacking out all news of
Parliament very systematically and in a
calculated way. Their are only printing lurid
pictures and giving top publicity to all kinds
of crime and rape stories. Sir, it is the
deliberate policy of the publishers of the
Amrita Bazar Patrika and the Ananda Bazar
Patrika to publish only light things and make
the people very lighthearted. Sir, it is a very
seriousi thing and it does damage to the
reading habits of the people. What steps has
he contemplated or is he contemplating to see
that at least Parliament news is covered as is
given by the All India Radio. There should be
some mechanism at least to see that the more
important news of Parliament is published in
these papers which have a terrific influence
over the minds of half a million people.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I think you are very
much beyond the question.

SHRI V. P. SATHE: I think so, Sir.

SHRI KALYAN ROY: I am only asking
related questions. We are entitled to ask these
questions.

SHRI V. P. SATHE: Sir, as far as the
circulation figures of the Hindus-than
Standard and the Satyayug are concerned .
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SHRI KALYAN ROY: Shri Pranab
Mukherjee YiH be able to give you the
true picture.

SHRI V. P. SATHE,; ... the mechanism
is our own inspectorate which goes to
check. It was found in 1077 and 1978,
that is during the previous uegime, that
the figures given by both the Satyayug
and the Hindusthan Standard were
correct. Now, later check has not yet been
done because *t the paucity of staff. In
the Whole oountry, for these 14,000 odd
newspapers, we have very limited stiiff to
do the later check. So that has not been
done, and, therefore, these figures are
there.

Another issu, that my friend raised was
whether the newsprint allocation ean be
connected with the type of pttb-Ikation.
May I say honestly that I do not think that
will be correct at all? Soft or good,
lighthearted or serious type of printing
that the newspapers do; is a matter
entirely to be left to them and I do not
think Government can do anything in that
matter in any way, how they use
newsprint for advertisement, to influence,
the type of their printing, whether it is
light-hearted or serious-hearted.

MR. CHAIRMAN; Now, question No.
262.
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You are too late. I have ruled question No.
262 now.

SHRI PILOO MODY: He has been
deprived of a short notice; give him the
opportunity today, though it is ft bad
practice.
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*262. \Th& quetioner (Shri M. S.
Ramachandnm) was absent. For answers
vide col. 82—=84 infra.]..

Sick Thermal power Units

*263. SHRI SURENDRA MOHAN:
SHRI RAMAKRISHNA
HEGDE:f

Will the Minister of ENERGY AND
COAL be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal
under Government's consideraflon to
revamp the sick thermal power units;

1tThe question was actually asked on
the floor of the House by Shri



