3 Oral Answers

PROF. SOURENDRA BHATTA-
CHARIJEE (West Bengal). Sir, we have
stout hearts.

MR. CHAIRMAN: We will go on to
the oath-taking now.

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL SUP-
PLIES (SHRI VIDYA CHARAN
SHUKLA); Sir, ...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Do you want to
take th, oath a second time as the
Christians do?

DR. LOKESH CHANDRA (Nomi-
nated): I think th, time has stopped, as
the poet says.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, oath-taking
now.

MEMBER SWORN
SHRI PANBALAGAN (Tamil Nadu):

MR. CHAIRMAN: No,, we will take
up the questions.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Rise in prices of essential commodities

*81. SHRI INDRADEEP SINHA:
SHRI YOGENDRA SHARMA:!
SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA:

Will the Minister of CIVIL SUPPLIES
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have ini-
tiated some measures recently after the
presentation of Budget to check the rise
in prices of essential commodities;

(b) if so, what are the details thereof:
and

fThe question was actually asked on
the floor of the House by Shri Yogendr,
Sharma.

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 4

(c) whether these measures have
yielded any results; if so, to v/hat extent?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL SUP-
PLIES (SHRI VIDYA CHARAN
SHUKLA); (a) to (c) Government is
keeping continuous watch on the prices
of essential commodities and as and when
found necessary remedial measures are
taken. During the past few months
Government has taken a number of
measures which are being continued. In
the post-Budget period stock holding
limits of both sugar as well as khandsari
have been further reduced. Some
restrictions have been imposed on
khandsari producers with regard to
stocks, sales and despatches of khandsari.
The concerned Ministries have taken up
with the concerned manufacturers and
thei, associations to adjust suitably the
prices of commodities for which excise
concessions have been given in the Union
Budget 1980-81. Further measures have
been taken to make credit policy more
restrictive. Of late, the weekly releases of
imported edible oils to  State
Governments fo, sale through fair price
shops have been stepped up.

While the overall price situation
continues to be difficult, the measures
taken will have an impact on the prices
and availability of  individual
commodities.
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to Questions 6
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SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL: Let the
hon. Minister read part (c) of the
Question which reads; whether these
measures have yielded any results and
the Chairman is interpreting the same
thing. He is not saying something new.

SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA:
Whatever i printed in the Question has
already been answered by me. Now I am
answering supplementaries on the main
question.
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to Questions 10
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SHRI G. C. BHATTACHARYA:
Unde; what Jaw it cannot be raised?
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{Interruptions)

SHRI NAGESHWAR PRASAD
SHAHI: Sir, this is a relevant question.
(Interruptions).

SHRI G. C. BHATTACHARYA:
Under what rule it cannot be raised?

SHRI YOGENDRA SHARMA: Please
ask the hon Minister under what rule of
the Rules of Procedure the question that
I have asked cannot be raised.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Just a minute. I
will consult the Secretary-General.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: Un-
der the conditions L»> admissibility of
questions.

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is mentioned
here: "it shall not raise questions of
policy too large to b, dealt within the
limits of a" answer to a question".

SHRI G. C. BHATTACHARYA: 1t i,
not too larg, left wftn The answer is

not complete. Even mismanagement is
also...

(Interruptions)

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 12

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have to rule on it.
There cannot be a single policy I'o; all the
commodities. Each commodity has its
own angle. Rice has its own angle: cotton
has its 0™ angle; sugar has its own angle.
There, fore, it is too large a question 'for
answer by the Minister.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA; Sir, .y
name is there.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I am sorry: Mr.
Bhupesh Gupta's name is next on tht list.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Sir, I
am not asking about a policy matter.
What is tne use of showing the rule; book
in tbis manner?  During the 11 years of
Smt. Indira Gandhi's previous rule, prices
were rising all the time— except for 10
months.  During the Janata rule of
two years o, more, prices rose i" one
year and in the other yea, there was not
much rise. But now I find that all past
records of price rise have been broken.
The rate of inflation today in India is
among th, highest in the world. In the
developing countries, we are topping the
list of inflationary countries that way.
Now, how is it that despite the
assurance of the Finance Minister that

th® Budget shall not have a"

inflationary effect on the prices, the
prices have risen during the few
months after the presentation o'f the

Budget on an unprecedented scale? 1
would like to know what steps the
Government is going to take and whether
in this connection, they realise that unless
certain basic policies—I am asking ,
policy question—are changed and
drastically modified, the prices would
not come down, and that in orde, to bring
down the prices it is necessary not to give
incentives to the monopolists, to the big
profiteers, t, businessmen and others
who are engaged in speculation and so
on. which the Government is doing .t
present, and also  whether the
Government is  considering that in
orde, to bring down the prices.it is
necessary to take physical posaesaion
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of certain essentia | stocks by nationalisation
as well aj by commandeering, if necessary. I
t ie Government considering the advis ibility
of setting up o, improving trie public
distribution network in the ¢ unt,, wnich is far
too inadequate f c < the needs of the
situation? Sir, on all these counts, the
Government policy not only is one of failure
but on. which encourages those who ai,
responsible for price rise in the  jrivate
sector...

MR. CHAIRMA I; Your question is over
now.

. SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA:- Therefore, 1
want to know whether these steps are being
taken.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Now your peroration
has begun.

.SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA: It is a
fact and I gree with the hon. Member that
public distribution system in th, countr 7 is
'far from adequate or fa, fron satisfactory. We
have started our ndeavours to not only
improve the public distribution system but to
put it on a permanent footing and make % *
permanent feature Of our economy and our
endeavours are to conti ~>\ the price and
make essential cor imodities available t« all
sections of the people. The price rise that h; 5
been occasioned after the Budget, Has really
nothing to dp, with the Bidget... (Interrup.
tio?xs).

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: My friend
says, it has nothing to dc with the Budget;
but after the Budget, immediately th, p iceg
started rising.

SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA: Sir, if
you see th ; components o'f the price rise or
the commodities which *have contributed o
this price rise, you would find tha those
comirXditie, had not been touc ied in the
Budget. Price rise, after th Budget, has been
occasioned in the case of khandsari, sugar
*nd gur, WW :h have nothing to

[29 JULY 1980]

to Questions 14

do with the Budget. Then there are other
items, cereals, edible oils which have nothing
to do with the Budget

...... (Interruptions). T will satisfy
the hen. Member that thg price rise that has
occasioned after the Budget has really not
much to dy with the
Budget, and, therefore.,, (Interrup-fions).

SHRI PILOO MODY: What about
transport?

SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA: If w,
start chasing reasons which are not really the
causes of the price rise, then we will not b,
able to tackle the question. I agree with the
hon. Member that price rise has been there...

SHRJ BHUPESH GUPTA: It is causing a
havoc.

SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA: Yes.
and it is causing a heavoc in life. But the
reasons are not which the hon. Member is
giving. The reasons are the profiteering that
is,being indulged in, and the inadequacy of
the public distribution system... (Inter-
ruptions),

SHRI G. C. BHATTACHARYA: How the
public distribution system works when there
is election? Then everybody gets everything.
But after the votes were cast, there was
nothing in the public distribution system.

SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA:
Elections and public distribution have
nothing to do with it. It is our commitment to
the people that we shall fortify and improve
the public distribution system and now we
are going to d, that and put it on such a foot-
ing that through this public distribution
system, we will be able to control the prices
effectively.
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©q 3w & fay mnft  afera
A WY maAmT A § KA TIA
# Fam #7 | § 1 A0 ;A
a4l 7gRA F1E Heqd wEw v AW
¥ g% I3 of @ § A w4 FY
a3t & woagr 3z =g € 7
& wwmEr g, wuamw wr gl §
gan A7 w1 gam (qaT & GgOs
§ wOnT F1 TEd § AWl $IH IIAT
wifgq A Fromfemizo MT HrAT
w1 gegE 4T wifgn, w1 sEE
iz WY s g Ted W wifwfeafr
@ @ g W meT A
T 47 AT S &% @ €
g I § SARr Wl HEJ 4W I
T amTg groar ITW WA wEile
TT M O W AW & dwdiw
i oad H7.,.
(Interruptions)

stawmfr: @AW I 39 R
gt T i 9w a9 g, 9ga
T wET oA |

ot oo ®Yo wETer : HrEl WK
T M § g foay Ten &1 aw
foan, g amg |

ot fiegr wew qew : Oy @A A
LS

Y awrafir ¢ W19 §AE A7 TERY
®7 901 g4® a9 O FEr
(Interruptions)

SHRI PILOO MOOY: What question
are you replying to?

SHRI SYED SIBTE RAZI: What
action has been taken in this regard by
the Government? That was my
submission.

(Interruptions)
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[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 16
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SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL; Sir, you
promised me, (Interruptions).

MR. CHAIRMAN: Just a minute. One
by one and only one Member of a
party—not too man, as I have already
said. Mr. Shahi, you will aik the
question.
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SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: He i*
responsible for t ot. | think he should
reply.
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[29 JULY 1980 ]

to Questions 18
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SHRI PILOO MODY: That is n«
answer to price control.
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W T & A IWOF AT IT
qRA |
MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Yadav.

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL: Sir,
you said one from each party,

MR. CHAIRMAN: [ am taking one
from each party.

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL: It is an

important question.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I know. Iam

giving the opportunity...

ot waeaxr fag o ¥T Y 4z
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“ygar T A A, T A TETEr A
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[RAJYA SABHA]

wlfeE & wYe eqmAd @ f2n @A

to Questions 20

g7 971 g7 HIX JAAT FIHRIT ®
arg - wmmiz awar e fEar o
o fay gzdw 9% a9y W 71,
afey s @t F oFar ¥ oW
%Ak & myds 957 39 fag tw g
I F A S ¥, A WET ¥,
AE ¥, s% Wihieqd 4 7 g
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W F oWt oWTHS qqr W O£ ) ar
q geEw § 9g wIA AEar g
ECUE GO 1

(Intermuptions) ~ WIT AT I4997
g 2 f& & @ ¥ am
WAAT TEal § % 44w
g T g AW F w grRfeud w1,
sqied #0122 i & e feffer
fedwm gz F7m91 | & FIWIT W Ag
qgar wrgar § F wy aw faaa
TR, greTd F Il 9T @
w7 %7 fafqw asgt § ar foe §
e 7 gatera Fqifsdis
woT 5§ F w7 famewr gomEv
taeew & wiegw @ famfa s 87
arq & & ag o A9 ygar g =
query 43 W 9. & g aw ™
o # udfoma wqifed dar w6
A, FF AARIST & I, W W
¥ syrnifqi 1 91 59 4@ ¥ I
W oy F1 AT g¢ F gF tFAAT w1
om 4 WnT wT F fydfex fedom
Gz ¥ d7 § e fear § 1 3@ ¥
urFE 3@ FEQ F ATAA HT TE |

(Interruptions).

MR. CHAIRMAN. Only twe more
questions 1 will allow on ilfs. (la-
terruptions), Dr. Bhai Mahavir, gou

ure always there,

i farerr wroor wwe ¢ for qesqfa
# WEAAIT gETEg T g9F 9w § AT
AgT W R0 EW T Wl A% 134
wfyagt w1 @A TEA F qWa
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vree e 20 THOF @ Wi
A FC IT F FET AT A faer
HIA9q% QI+ #1 [ &€ F90
Wt AT 3T 7 o= A 3w oA
T F4AE W wT T OHIT AT
wTEr AAT T A AR F OFH FATH
™ 2

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr, Rameshwar

Singh, and then another Member.
That is all.

SHRI PILOO MODY: I also want
to ask a questior

st v fog iR garafa
w1, WOHT UTAT A FAT WA ITHTAE
AT S T AT wgr F W AW A
o w21 2 f& saar wdf A qewe
# aml 1 FaEd gE Wi S
adt F At § (Awfar § s
g w7 foan 2, ag AT gewrH 21
o wgar ag 2 f& swEr o
&1 ATET H AT T RIS qTTOHAT
fgat fat wiz i 2= 1 R
§ WA A1 ser areg owAr faE
W1, .. (Interruptions) | WHAT TE]
gt F1F 2T FOALET F FT AA
® amt #§ wed gE msy dn
X5 qodr a4 ) FF F gAR
qYETT qAAT F o { AT WS &4
feat fam <& & 1 5 &1 § Faw
q owar §oAgt 9 S A1 wwn
twat fas & ¢ awr fogdl G
& A F AAT W AN T IAHHIL
F Sdr F e 7 oatw o agad
¢ ogd fers omAw @ fF Al
w37z ¥4 T faar gt § qA0
¥ Al qaferi 7 G

(Interruptions)

aft ®er ¥ UE wrw gsffan &
FICREHFH AT OTE | A,
& gt wEtaw ¥ oA w@Er § @
wrty faen igw @ ol ST &
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fasr wifest & & foaat w1 sy
2 a1 §. . . (nterruptions) 1 R
difafe® wor ag & T Wy 3w
st 1 fovem fear & oar @
1O FOAEFT FH § @Y
fae & mfes 27 7@7% 2@ qem
g g fF w9z wd A R fa
A1 AY 3707 ¥77 FH7 F17 [ qfaqt
A wizms FvE FWI A Ogr v
WAL w1 TrEa § owAET E § 7
tlrttermpti‘opg)

st fagavaon wws @ waefa o,
IA-TFA AT F7 TA7,

=1 R fag : a2 929 £ T v
S HATH " FIAE (Interruptions).
UNFI ATHIT T FgA deET Wi T
o7 IH AYE ¥ Al ¥ IAT A
AT WTTRT WEE AE 2L

(Interruptions)

ot gqwfa - A yA@ AR
Aifaw

ot fagmaw yaw . wEAE
qzeq w1 WH AW qAdAT T
afgd o+ & ag war amm § ofw
FA-TA qrmr #1 &F gav w4
ZAE | T AT A OFE AT

wt TivEe fag: dwE, w0
widly & f qaffaat & st &
AR qALETT ST g ¥ 3% WA
aifl & AW Fad & @ fr aorez
qEN & FIT &, THIAE 12T 51 A A
gt #7 2  & qowr andF fx
% foars g @ wr3arf wv F7
@ EY owivwr eg g Ad 2 fa
200 FTE w77 fam mfest § &
¥ form war & gl T oA
fwir o, .. {Interruptlions)

o TR aTaE o wedlaE A
furga wmm arT &, ..

(Interruptiong)
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o faguuaTw oW gg WA
a@ g

it ewrafer ¢ IR w1 A
FF) 4f IHI BIF & | IFH A TH
gaw 980 § 5 foer aqeaas &
AT Tl & AT agi 9wsT g, fEr
3T 4 A 9% g AT ARG TaF
FqTd A § AfAC, T FT AES |

ot faqaraTr wew: A 0@

ama v ar....

=t gamafa ¢ qg a1 200 FoT
FT I 400 FUT AT Fg TFq
g1

ot fagar T e IFE o
TF AT FG & IAFI AL [ATE AT
gar SEA ¢ 1 TRE 930 & % s
qrEf & mRT F T HIT {E gq
F oEA & FIOE AT SRR
g7 faFr =9 39 e R faw @
g1 AT A AT FEAT AT §
fr @it & ZAF a1 a1 9% F1LM
I ¥ AT WA W A s 7
w1 "qgT a1 & fEar saF e
ST F M AT az @ E ) Fdr
TaEl IO & | FRATE & A
#q agr § fowm & weq wiang
ga w41 on i F faaw fagia
I AN w1 "EEr T, §1 SHar
1 AT FTGE ... (Interruptions)
SHRI RAMESHWAR SINGH: Sir,...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No more, Mr.
Rameshwa, Singh. Now the last
question.

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR: At least one
question should be permitted to us. Mr.
Rameshwar Singh put many questions.
Will you not permit us a single question?

ot tRvae fag ;. TAw g
9F gOr gMI g9 ¥ §iE 47 a9
dHT F W AT TTA ATE A
f&s1 4Y. .. (Interruptions)  @7ET
qE H A A w77 T AR faEt
fawit. . . (nterruptions). | & 47T
dFT qg AT FT TAUE T @ §
#ix fag wifest & fom & & @
AL AAET Agd § | TAR ATS-
a5 qsiefaat & & 0 g fawar
F1 1 Agra= fFr? |0 3 Fm
fag-mfasi &1 am= & ¥ @
g7

ol quafa : a8 @A
¢, Wl wed 91 9 g g

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Manubhai
Patel.

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL; Sir,
according to th, reply given by the hon.
Minister, the present price rise is because
of the wrong policies of the Ilast
Government. Now, their Government
ruled for 11 years. And the Janata
Government which came then brought
down the prices with, in one year. Now,
their Government has been there fo, the
1"t seven months. And instead of any
sign to bring down the prices, the hon.
Minister has confessed himself in the
previous reply that it is a matter of deep
concern and anxiety that the prices of all
the commodities are going up, in spite of
the Essential Commodities Act and the
strictest measures which they have in
their armoury. Instead of taking measures
to bring down the prices, the Government
is taking strict measures, and perhaps
brutal measures, against the innocent
people who  ar, trying t«
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ventilate their g ievances against the
price rise. Sir, the da, before yesterday I
was in Hubli; I had gone to Karnataka!.
Thi re was a farmers' agitation there. The
State Government there had given certain
concessions and tr ey had been with-
drawn. But in tie agitation which is going
on at prese it, four persons were killed
the day I efore and flv. persons were
killed yesterday. This is an agitation of 1
he middle class and the lower middl class
against the price rise. So, instead of
taking measures to curl the price rise,
they are taking brutu; 1 measures of
killing innocent people 1 y firing on
them.

MR. CHAIRM/N. But ...

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL: Sir,
it is connected w” th this. May I know
from the hon. Mi iiste, whether, apart
from taking prop :r measures to bring
down the prices, h, Government will
assure U9 that a iy agitation to ven
tilate the 'feelinf 5 against price rise
will not be curled and people will
not be shot dowi brutally? I would
like to know whether that assurance
will be given. Tl at is the right of the
people. 1 T**

SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA:
Sir, the onl, question he has asked is
whether we w 11 suppress and surb any
such anti-pr ce rise movement. As long
as the n ovement is peaceful and non-
violent, ye shall not d° any of these
things.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Dhabe.

This is the last uiestion because we have
taken...

DR. BHAI MAIiAVIR: Sir,...

MR, CHAIRM/N: No, Mr. Bhai
Mahavir.

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR: None from our
party. You have allowed five questions
from c»e group and not even one from c-
ir group. At least one you may alio- r.
Because we keep quiet, it should rot go
against us.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Not keeping tuiet.
I can court the number of
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times I have allowed you to ask ques-
tions. I will give you a question now, but
I won't giv, you a question for another
ten days.

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR: That should
be the condition for all.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I a,, trying to do
that.

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR: I will be
happy if you lay down such a condition
that any person who hag asked a
question will not be allowed to ask a
question for the next 10 days.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I allowed you
three questions yesterday.

SHRI S. W. DHABE: In order to curb
price rise and to make available essential
commodities at cheaper prices, this
public distribution system has been
introduced where levy sugar is sold at Rs.
2.85 per kilo, while in open market the
prices are Rs. 7, Rs. 8 and so on. And in
order to meet the shortage of sugar, the
Government is importing sugar from out-
side. It has been announced by the
Government in Bombay that the im-
ported sugar will be sold at th, fair price
shops at Rs. 6.10. Is it the policy Of the
Government to sell suga, at a very high
price at the fair price shops and give up
the system of levy sugar so that the price
of sugar will shoot up? I would like to
know what the policy of the Government
is about the imported sugar being sold at
the fair price shops.

SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA: I
do not know what statement the
Maharashtra Government has made. Ou,
policy regarding sale of sugar— both
free market sale and levy sate of sugar—
remains unchanged.

MR. CHAIRMAN.- Question No. §2.

DR BHAI MAHAVIR: Why d, you
neglect this group?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No.
82.

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR: 1
would ' like to know whether you do
not
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want us t, participate in the proceedings.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I cannot have 244
Members participating in the proceedings in
this one hour. My ruling in final. Question
No. 62.

D. A. instalments due to the Central
Government employee*

+82. SHRI F. M. KHAN:
DR. RAFIQ ZAKARIA:! SHRI
N. K. P. SALVE:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that another
instalment of dearness allowance has become
due to the Central Government employees
w.e.f. Ist July, 1980, in addition to the one
which became due from 1st May, 1980; and

(b) if so, by when Government propose to
make payment of the two instalments?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI
MAGANBHAI BAROT): (a) and(b) A
statement is laid on th, Table of the House.

Statement

Government have already announced the
payment of an instalment of dearness
allowance to Central Government employees
with effect from 1-5-1980. Orders for its
payment are likely to be issued shortly. A
further instalment of dearness allowance will
become due for consideration only when the
index average has crossed 368 points. The
index figures so far received relate to the
month of May, 1980. On the basis of these
figures 12-monthly index average of the
Consumer Price index works out to 366.50.
The fact whether D.A. instalment will become
due fo, consideration from 1-7-1980 will be
known only

fThe question was actually asked en the
floor of the House by Dr. Rafiq Zakaria.
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sometime in August, 1980 when the index
figures for June, 1980 ar, received from the
Labour Bureau.

DR. RAFIQ ZAKARIA: Unfortunately due
to the rise in prices of essential commodities,
it is certain that another instalment of dearness
allowance will become due jn August, though
the reply is rather vague about it. We know
what the »ituation is. In view o'f that, I would
like to know from the Finance Minister whe-
ther he has taken into consideration the
repercussions of these repeated payment of
dearness allowance to the Central Government
employees on the ground that they become
due as a result of rise in prices. There is no
dispute as far a; the payment ot these
instalments is concerned. But has he taken
into consideration the repercussions of these
on th, finances of various States which are not
powerful enough to hear these increasing
burdens? As you know, the Finance Minister
has been a very distinguished member of one
of the most important State Governments and,
therefore, I am sure he is aware o'f what
happens as and when these instalments
become due. . It is no use saying that the
States can look after their finances. The
Finance Minister is not only in charge of the
Central e**hequer, he is also the custodian of
the financial management...

MR. CHAIRMAN: I think you have made
your point.

DR. RAFIQ ZAKARIA... of the entire
country. Therefore, I would like to know
whether he is devising som. machinery by
which the limited resources of th, various
States are not adversely affected and their de-
velopmental programmes do not suffer in the
process.

SHRI R. VENKTARAMAN: There are
two issues involved in this question. One is
payment Of dearness allowance- . .

MR. CHAIRMAN: Repeated ins-t

talments.



