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Central Assistance is provided to tbe State for
the development of these areas. With a view
to integrating the efforts under the normal
State Plan and the Special Central Assistance,
a separate sub-plan for these areas has been in
operation since the inception of the
programme. For the year 1980-81, U.P. Hill
Areas Sub-Plan with a total outlay of Bs.
72.91 crores comprising Rs. 35.75 crores as
Special Central Assistance and Rs. 37.16
crores from State Plan has been finalised.

National Committee for the development of
backward areas

378. SHRI SANTOSH KUMAR SAHU:
Will the Minister of PLANNING be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Government have set up a
national committee for the development of
backward areas in the country; and

(b) if so, what are the details in this
regard and by when the Committee is likely
to submit its report to Government?

THE MINISTER OF PLANNING (SHRI
NARAYAN DUTT TIWARI): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The Committee was set up on
November, 1978 under the chairmanship of
Shri B. Sivaraman, formerly Member,
Planning Commission. The membership of
the Committee includes officials and non-
officials. The term of the Committee has been
extended to December, 1980 by which time it
is expected to submit its report.
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[Percentage of population living below
poverty line

379. SHRI HUKMDEO NARAYAN
YADAV: Will the Minister of PLANNING
be pleased to state what is the percentage of
population living below poverty line both in
rural and urban areas and the details of the
plan under Governments consideration with a
view to improving their lot?]

+[THE MINISTER OF PLANNING (SHRI
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NARAYAN DUTT TIWARI): It is estimated
that 54.09 and 41.22 per cent of the rural and
urban population respectively was living

below the poverty line in the country during
1972-73.

.

The Government intends to formulate the
new Sixth Five Year Plan (1980— 85) with
the basic objectives of removal of poverty and
unemployment. For this purpose, the Plan will
give high priority to programme benefiting
the weaker sections of the society. The details
are being worked out.]

+[ ] English translation.



