111 Calling Attention re. [ RAJYA SABHA ] Essential Commodities 112
Steep rise 0j
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (Shri R. R. precedented drought which has

MORARKA): The Leader of the House
to introduce the Minister.

Introduction of Minister

THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE
(SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE); Sir,
as you know, while introducing the
new  Ministers, the Prim, Minister
mentioned that Mr. V.C. Shukla was
not present. May [ have your permis-
sion to introduce Shri V. C. Shukla,
Minister i, charge of Civil Supplies?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: He does
not need any introduction.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (Shri R. R-
MORARKA): Let us have the Calling
Attention Motion.

CALLING  ATTENTION TO A
MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC
IMPORTANCE

Steep Rise in Prices of Essential
Commodities and theiir Non-Availa-
bility in the Open Market

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MATHUR
(Uttar Pradesh): Sir, 1 beg to call the
attention of the Minister of Civil Sup-
plies to the steep rise in prices of
essential commodities including sugar,
edible oils and pulses and their non-
availability i, the open market and
the steps taken by Government in this
regard.

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL SUP-
PLIES (SHRI V. C. SHUKLA): Sir,
the Government shares the concern of
the House about th, rise in the prices
of some of the essential commodities.
The localised shortage of some essen-
tial commodities like s"ga’, pulses and
edible oils has to be tackled vigoro-
usly.

The inflation is due to the cumulative
impact of several factors. Apart from
the unsound fiscal and  monetary
policies followed in last three years,
the country has witnessed an un-

affected very large parts of the country
besides causing a sizeable shortfall in
the production of agricultural com-
modities including foodgrains, oilseeds

and sugarcane. The administered
prices of several commodities like
petroleum products, cement, steel

and coal were raised. The import
prices of several commodities like
cement and steel went up in the inter-
national ~market. The situation has
been further aggravated by severe
difficultieG  in  transport and power
sectors affecting production of essential
commodities and their movement.

A number of measures have been
taken by Governemnt in last  six
months to improve the situation. The
monthly releases of cereals from the
Central  pool, free-sale sugar and
imported edible oils for sale through
the public distribution system have
been stepped up substantially. Import
of edible oils is being continued and it
has been decided to import a limi-
ted quantity of sugar. Forward trading
in gur has been suspended and margins
on bank advances against gur and
khandsari have been raised.  There
has been a significant increase in the
number of fair price shops, parti-
cularly in the drought affected States.
A, there is very little scope for impor-
ting pulses, efforts are being made to
increase their production. The supply
of kerosene to States has been raised.
Several measures have been taken to
improve the movement of essential
commodities by Railways.

Th, provisions of the Essential Com-
modities Act and the orders issued
thereunder as well as the Prevention
of Blackmarketing and Maintenance of
Supplies of Essential Commodities Act,
1980 are being enforced by the States
vigorously.

Government is giving high priority
to supply management and measures
for controlling prices. Hon'ble Mem-
bers wiH appreciate that this would
call for co-operation of all of them
irrespective of party affiliations.
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& i fodi & fza s129 agat 18 577 a7,
AW ag qATAT 36 794 F faw @ d |
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
R. MORAKA): Please put your ques-
tion. There are so many Members...

SHRI PRAKASH MEHROTRA: Sir,
this is an important and burning
issue. If you were sitting here and
speaking, you would have taken the
same time. So I would request you to
give m, some time
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AfFT w3 AR @ 2
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Afg 79 FT «, T OF AFT AH
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wt o A Afg fraifa & &
sema aw fefesgm & faaw
&% g7 Tifew 98 WT ag F A |
321 RS—5.

Y

=)

A0 #F wy w5 o e @
TefrF g aifgw | ww ae-
F0 T AW A Ffow oq w7 )
T HATAT W R qEr aE 8
S W aat § aemaon fr g
Tt T@ T FTET T 9 aein-
FOT FAT =g 1| wrr aediaer
A W wEA A1 AR waTicfeR
W A ww s oz fefee-
uq % fam owmw w9 ¥ FEw wIv
wE 7T AT WAl A AWE W
aF A g, gefed F awar o
gAFI HATH HCH 919 |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
R. MORARKA): Mr. Pranab Mukher-
jee.

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): With your
permission, i would like to clarify only
one point which Mr. Jagdish Prasad
Mathur raised in regard to sugar
import. Certain questions 'have been
tabled in this House and in the other
House and I had thought that I would
clarify the position while replying to
the questions. But he has raised one
ver, interesting paint which has ab-
solutely no  relevance.  Firstly, he
said that if we had imported sugar on
Government-tO-Government basis
from Thailand, it would have been
cheaper. Perhaps, the hon. Member
is not aware of the fact that Thailand
does not produce that type of sugar
which  we use. They produce raw
sugar and we purchased white sugar.
And this year too, because of their
own shortfall,  whatever international
commitments they made, they had to
come out of those commitments by
applying the force majoure clause. I
do not know what Government-to-
Government  arrangement  was  made.
I do not know whether they are run-
ning any parallel Government. I am
the  Minister-iri-charge  of  Commerce.
T did not receive any communication
or information from the  Thailand
Government.  In fact, Sir, when I
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[Shri Pranab Mukherjee]
contacted certain  other  sugar-produc-
ing countries like Mauritius or Cuba,

we were told that they were not in
a  position to meet their own inter-

national commitments under the inter-
national sugar agreements. So, from
where he is getting this information

and using this forum, I do not know.

Where is the offer from Thailand?
Does Thailand produce white sugar?
Does Thailand export white sugar?

Has Thailand exported any sugar this
year? From where have you got this
figure? I could explain the whole
position—how much sugar has been
purchased? What is the price level?
What was the modus operandi? Again,
Sir, he has brought the question of
commission *>d all these things will
come in the press tomorrow. If you
want to have a full-fledged discussion,
I am prepared to have it. But before
that T would like to know from him as
to, where from he has got the informa-
tion that Thailand made an offer, and
that too ,t a Government-to-Govern-
ment level.  Secondly, what is the
production in Thailand this year? How
much have they exported? Have they
produced white sugar at all the sugar
that we consume? Please clarify this
position.

SHRI  JAGDISH PRASAD MA.
THUR: Sir, he has not denied that
sugar ha; been purchased from Thai-
land. 1 want tn, ask whether any
amount of sugar that was produced
in Thailand has been purchased or j
not. M, information is that it was
purchased.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Mr.
Mathur, my information is 'no' becaus,
Thailand does not produce that qua-
lity of sugar which we have purchas-

ed. Then where ig the question ...

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MA-
THUR: My question is very simple.
I want to know whether any amount
of sugar that was produced by Thai-
land has been purchased or not. That
is the question.
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SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: How
many times do [ repeat this? They

produce raw sugar. [ have purchas-
ed white sugar. So, where is the
question of purchasing Thailand
sugar?

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MA-
THUR: They produce the other type
of sugar and it is again converted. My
question is  whether any amount of
sugar produced by Thailand has been
purchased or not. He i still evading
the answer. It has been purchased.
I stick to rny point.

(Interruptions)

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE:
There should be a limit for utilising
this forum.

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MA-
THUR: 1 demand Half-an-Hour Dis-
cussion on this.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: On
what basis you will have Half-an-Hour
Discussion?

(Interruptions)

SHRI  JAGDISH PRASAD MA-
THUR: You just now offered that you
are prepared to have a discussion.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE:
When the questions come up, at that
time, [ will clarify the whole posi-
tion. Mr. Mathur, in all fairness, you
should rectify your  position. And
whosoever has briefed you, you should
agree that you have been briefed
wrongly. When the questions and
the appropriate occasions come up, I
will clarify the position.

SHRI  JAGDISH PRASAD MA-

THUR; Doesn't matter, Sir. You did
offer yourself that you are prepared
to hav, a discussion. I demand a

discussion. That
withdrawing your offer.

means, you are

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
R. R. MORARKA). You will have to
give proper notice for it. (Interrup-
tions) Order, please.
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SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MA-
THUR: H, is withdrawing the offer.

AN HON. MEMBER: You follow
the rules.

off forgn aeor q@Ew : SYGWTeue
HETRE, ST WAA T WG § ago & g9
fRadcge o afY, F ewwarg (&
ST LHTE FF A ATHT ATT S TG
fa &&F wof amen T WEA A TR
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STHT WIAA G qewgi q A7 9§ oEE
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
R. R. MORARKA): Yes, Mr. Naidu.

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI (Maharash,
tra): Sir, w'hat about me? How can
Mr. Naidu be called? Mr. Vice-
Chairman, I want to say and 1 want
to bring to your notice that this is not
the procedure. Mr. Naidu, I am not
objecting to you. You can take one
hour more. Mr. Vice-Chairman, you
are changing the convention of this
House. The Members are to be called
partywise. I de not know  whether
Shri  Jha belongs to the Bharatiya
Janata Party or any other party.

SHRI SHIVA CHANDRA JHA: The
Janata Party (J.P).

SHRI A. G. KULKARNIL: i do not
know. Naturally, I accommodated
him and 1 said, it is all right. Now
you are calling Mr. Naidu. This is
how you want to break the conven-
tion. Let Mr. Naidu make his points.
But you have not acted in the con-
ventional manner in which this House
has been going on.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
R. R. MORARKA). Mr. Kulkarni, we
are not changing any conventions but
we sometimes act according to tSie
convenience of Members. Since Mr.
Naidu has some pressing engagement
and he wants to go, I am giving him
the chance.

SHRI N. P. CHENGALRAYA
NAIDU (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, 1 do
not want ty blame this Government
or the previous Janata Party Govern-
ment or the previous Congress (I)
Government.  Sir, both this Govern-
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ment and the earlier Government
were depending on the Agricultural
Prices Commission. They have ruin-
ed the country. The economy of the
country is in doldrums. The agri-
culturists produce sugar, pulses,
everything. Only due to these three
items now, the economy of the coun-
try has been affected. Government
never care for the agriculturists. They
only depend upon the Agricultural
Prices Commission. The Members of
this Commission do not know how the
paddy is grown. Such type of people
are in the Agricultural Prices Com-
mission. In other countries, they
will  consult the agriculturists and
they will decide the prices for next
year. Here, for the next year, the
prices of sugarcane have not been
fixed. Crores worth of  sugarcane
have been brunt in Meerut and other
places. They could not carry sugar-
cane to the factories because they
could not get even transport prices.
This has happened. If thiy Govern-
ment i also going to depend upon the
Agricultural Prices Commission and if
they are going to neglect the agricul-
turists, the price, would be double
than what they are today. Definitely,
the prices would go up. You cannot
import sugar for a long-time. Only by
way of a stop gap arrangement, you
can import sugar. What are the
steps you have taken to increase the
production of sugarcane? You have
not taken any steps. On the other
hand, two c»r three days ago, you have
increased the price of fertiliser by Rs.
600 per tonne. How can you bring
the prices down? This is impossible.
If the Government is sincere and if
they want to bring down the prices,
the, should take some steps to reduce
the prices by encouraging the agricul-
turists to produce more. In regard, to
sugarcane, they should fix a fair price
so, that people can take up sugarcane
cultivation and we can have enough
sugar in our country. If it is neces-
sary, you can give some subsidies to
them. Unless you give some subsi-
dies, you cannot bring the prices
down. In regard to pulses, if you say
youwill give some reduction in
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land tax or announce some subsidy
i, regard to fertiliser, the  agri-
culturists will produce on a larger
scale  sugarcane and  pulses  and
there would not be any difficulty.
Now, you are importing oil from other
countries. We can export oil to other
countries if you can give some sub-
sidies Or some concessions 10 the
agriculturists to produce more. If the
Government does not implement these
three things, there would not be any
chance of bringing down the prices.
Ma, I know from the hon. Minister
whether he is going to take a practi-
cal view, leaving aside the Agricul-
tural Prices Commission, decide
matters and see that some subsidies
or concessions are given so that they
may produce more?

SHR1 V. C. SHUKLA; Sir, we have

neglected agriculturists before and
we never intend to neglect them in
future also. It is well known to the
hon. Member. This is our policy,
which has resulted in self-sufficiency
in foodgrains in our country. We
have also had our policy of helping
the agriculturists, to produce more.
We intend to follow this policy
rigorously. The suggestions which
the hon- Member has given are
variable and we will certainly
examin, them and I can assure him
that 1 will certainly take a practical
view of the situation when tackling
them.

nct

SHRI A. G- KULKARNI: Sir, at
the outset, I am happy to say that I
am meeting my old friend again, but
unfortunately, we are on the opposite
benches which cannot be helped. And
I am very happy to address him some
questions for clarification.

Mr. Minister has taken a position
that the Budget af the Janata Party
presented by Mr. Charan Singh has
ah  inflationary  potential. ~ That is
true to some limited extent because
every budget i an. inflationary budget
and in a developing country like ours
it f« going to happen like that. Now
I Woiild: fi#e to ask him specifically
if lie has gone thrOugh the relevant
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[Shri A. G. Kulkarni]
price indices which have been pub-
lished by foe Reserve Bank of India.
I am holding here a pamphlet dated
May 26. This is the latest pamphlet
given to me by the Parliament
Library. 1 would ask him: Has
he really gone through the
indices and what is the price
rise  during the period from Jan-
uvary to May? That iy a very relevant
point. You can reply my friends on
thig side. I know, my friend Pranab
Mukherjee and you are very skilful
and very clever Ministers, but the
relevant point is: What is the price
rise from January to May? I can
give some figures here for your in-
formation only. The price rise for
cereals ig 2.8; for pulse 1.4; fibre, of
course, we are not concerned; oilseeds
and petroleum, I am not taking because
it is an imported inflation, I do not
blame this or that Government; but
for sugar it is per month 2.7 and dur-
ing the last five months it is 15.6.
This iy just for your information. It
is not that you can just gloss over.
It is the price rise, inevitable, and
you have to accept it. Whetner it is
this Government or some other Gov-
ernment, this country and the whole
world is caught in a vortex, a vicious
circle, where price rise is inevitable.
What I am mostly concerned with is
the figure given here and you need
not be complacent about it. There
are the  official figures published by
the Reserve Bank and mind well, here
there is also an item called 'cement,
lime a"i plaster' in which they have
given the figure as minus .3. This is
what you call a totally distorted
figure. Even if you want to build a
house in Raipur you have to purchase
cement at the rate of Rs. 42 to Rs. 50.
per bag even though the control price
ig Rs. 23 or Rs. 24. So', this is the
actual  position of price rise and I
have brought it to your notice only
to that limited extent. ]

I would also like to bring to your
notice how your Government or the
Prime Minister or your Party has won
the Lok Sabha elections and- State
elections. There the slogan given was: |
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“farara fEw IR S oFT aE Ty,
qge s gaa< | afaw 6w
W AT g gm uw, fagr e Aw
T g 9T 9T

That is a fact and that you will also
have to accept, but tne people have
voted for your party. As a democrat
I would say that they are more wise
than what we talk here but the poor
man is suffering, groaning. You can-
not take him for granted all the time
that the charishmo or the haunt of
the Prime Minister will always come
to their help. I want to bring to
your notice that when you were
replying to the question of sugar you
were talking about the Janata Gov-
ernment, but [ can say that all the
history and chronology that was
discussed here has no relevance to the
Janata Government because it is very
well known that right from 1975
when we were ruling, there was over-

production. You might be knowing it
that there was over-produc-
1 pM. tion. The sugarcane grower
was not getting the pro-
per price. That iy, why the

licences were stopped and that is why
my friend, Shri Mehrotra, was also
bringing it to your notice tfiat there
must be a long-term policy for all the

essential commodities. There can-
not be a short-term solution for any
problem. If there is more production

of sugar, we have to hav, a buffer

stock organisation. The Cabinet at
that stage had decided to  have a
buffer stock organisation. But, Mr.
Minister, I yant to bring to your

notice the malady of Indian planning.
We depend more on the bureaucrats.
We have to do away with this ten-
dency. We are politicians. We must
take the bull by the horn. What about

onions? Onions are rotting in the
streets in Maharashtra. May be, the
same is the situation in the other
onion growing areas. Where is the
buffer stock organisation? Don't have
the Civil Supplies Department, which

you are now heading, as a fire-fighting
apparatus. It is not a firefighting ad!
hoc arrangement. It isthe long-
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term  planning which you have to
attend to in tne Department. You
have to  supply your  resourceful
knowledge and give guidance to them.
Have buffer stock organisation, just
like in the USA or Canada where
every commodity has a buffer stock
organisation so that the agriculturist
will not be suffering and the consumer
will also not be suffering. The Gove-
rmment of India has to have a buffer
stock organisation and long-term
planning in this connection.

In th, case of sugar, I am aware of
what has been stated by my hon.
colleague, Shri Kalraj Mishra. 1 know
it because I am also a sugar
producer in the cooperative sector.
I am aware where it iy purchased
from. 1 think there i; some confu-
sion about ho, it is produced and
how it is purchased etc I want to
know this categorically from you.
During the elections period, you had
released sugar out of proportion. I
do not want to go into statistics, but
I want to bring it to the notice of the
Minister and want ,n assurance from
him that the sugar stocks at the end
of May and the sugar to be supplied
upto  September-October  before  the
new crushing season starts will not
reach Rs .8 per kilo. You have to
assure the consumer in the country
about this. My conjecture is that it
will go upto Rs. 12 per kilo. You
have to assure this house that the
sugar, during the festival season dt
September-October, ill be  available
at the price which you have men-
tioned. 1 admit that m, cooperative
sector has also not been fair in the
case of sugar sales and making it
available to the consumers. You wiH
have to discipline not only the pri-
vate sector but the cooperative sec-
tor also, because We have found out
that the suga, barong have played
havoc in  Maharashtra  during the
elections—whether for the Lok Sabha
or for the State Assembly. Time has
come for the Government to have a
long-term  policy. Issue licences and
hav, a buffer stock organisation for
sugar because it wiH take another
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three years to mend th, mistakes
which were made by the previous
regime °y de-controlling sugar with-
out controlling the monthly releases.
We pleaded with the Prime Minister
at that time to have monthly re-
leases which he refused as he was
very much adamant On that. And
the result is sugar shortage. So I
want an assurance from you. The
May stocks do not portray a position
that sugar will be available below
Rs. 8 per kilo in this season. It may
go upto a maximum of Rs. 12.

I also want to draw the attention
of the Minister to the problem o'f
cement, oilseeds, baby foods etc.
Leave aside th, rich elitist class con-
sumption of talcum powder, cosme-
tics * tooth paste. We are not con-
cerned with these. People are not
concerned with the soap produced by
Lever Brothers. We are dealing with
th, poverty-stricken people who only
want bread and clothing. You know
the malady of controlled cloth. What
iy happening to the controlled cloth?
The mill-owners just camouflage
their losses and make the Govern-
ment to believe that they wer, not
responsible and the obligation was
transferred to the handloom section.
The handloom section cannot do it
without yarn. So, a total long-term
planning is required in your Civil
Supplies Department.

Sir, I do not want to take more
time because it is no use goading
the Minister: he himself iy a very
clever man. But there is one last
point that I would like to make.

The Prime  Minister, during her
State election tours, sai(j that they
would  stabilize the prices. During
the L°k Sabha elections also she said
they would stabilize the prices but
now she says there is no magic. My
dear Mr. Minister the difference bet-
ween reality and populist slogan, is
too far and too wide. Peopl, are
very clever and you have to take
care of it.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN

THE DEPARTMENT OF PARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRi SITA-
RAM KESRI); Youare more so!
(Interruptions)

SHRI V. C. SHUKLA: Sir, it is a
pleasure to answer the very interest-
ing and very intelligent questions of
the hon. Member.  The  suggestions
he ha, given regarding buffer stocks
and the price situation for the festi-
val season we shall certainly take
into account when we plan our future
actions. I have said in my statement
already that the prices have risen: I
have not denied that the prices have
not risen. Between January and
May thi; year they have risen and
that is causing concern to all of us.
And w, are trying to tak. steps to
see how we can first stop this price
rise, stabilize it and try to reduce it.
Ther, iy, no room for complacency.
As a matter of fact, I have indicated
in my statement and I agree with
th, hon. Member, that we should
be quite concerned with what is hap-
pening, and although we have cer-
tainly said that we will try and con-
trol the prices and reduc, them  if
possible, when we gave thig assu-
rance to the common people of the
country during the elections, we also
said that this is a long-term process
and it is not going to be achieved in
two or three months' time.  But once
we start the proeess, ith the co-
operation of the people and the co-
operation of hon. Members We should
be able to achieve it. This is whal
is our determination and this is what
we have promised. These are really
long-term  matters,  long-term Dian-
ning long-term projects, long-terw
policies and, certainly, as the hon
Member has rightly said, there can-
not b, any ad-hocism about this
matter. So, we will certainly closely
examine these factor; that h, has in-
dicated and I wiH assure him this
much that we will do our best to
see that the sugar prices ar, at a
good level during the festival season.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
R. R. MORARKA): There ar, many

more hon. Members to speak on this
Calling-Attention Motion. The dis-
cussion will continue after lunch.

The House stands adjourned 'for
lunch till five minutes past two of the
clock.

The House then adjourn-
ed for lunch at eight minutes
past on, of the clock.

Th, House reassembled after lunch
at eight minutes past two of the
clock, The Vice-Chairman, (Shri
Sawaisingh Sisodia) in the Chair.

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI
(Assam): Sir, before you call a new
speaker to speak on the subject-
matter of discussion, could we get
some indication as to when we can
expect the discussion on Assam te
start? The Calling Attention is there
and other subjects are there.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
SAWAISINGH  SISODIA);  There
are five or six Members still to speak
on th, Calling Attention Motion. We
will try to see . . .

SHRI ERA SEZHIAN (Tamil
Nadu): When i; the Minister ex-
pected to give a reply?

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
SAWAISINGH SISODIA);  After

the discussion.

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI: Could
a time-limit not be fixed about the
Calling Attention and could we M°*
stop discussion on it at a particular
time?

st ot qar (fagre) o 3T
aATeTE o, AT g€ wEwrd M AT
I yTAwrE AW FY T F g W
T qfexs faaor gumefT $7 FTAgTE
TAM & (¥ ¥ §g aF ¥al AR
A e W T FE E I W AT
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FT qrevdy AEY Fvr & fw wiy qr e
afaer § gt g§ wgArE A AT A7
i ) fer fegar @ asat i—
1E WA TEAHE ET AT 1977 F A9
FI TaHT &1 AT 1977 F  TEA AT
ST AgAHT 91 FAA 1A Arfaar @,
a Afmataafarag o a7 5 faafay
T g0 A0 1 A w0 ATgIgm wEL
s 3feF am o W gak fan
ST BET FAEF & AT 2 918 98
fegm g1 a1 @2 w7 v AH
CEAINE r 1 S o P & 1
R qmare a1 3fer gEw
@l fasar &1 7 Avwa Hoagw o
3t Fw @ g 781 faar a1 o wa
AT g qE AT GEIE ) A we
# ATAT F FIYT 99 AF 4545 IAM-
afeal w@ie srmfaEt @1 owgE @
qd A% AZ ATAVAF FEG FTqA F10A0
97 E1 9 YE AT | FH & EIT
vt & amw faaifer a@f gromes 0 &
awerar g 6 5@ aw gare dw i 3
qv AT (T4 FR sy w1 99w
2N 79 A% afeasw  faavor gorEn
wifo® ®7 & g0 A0 g7 Mo w7 5w
FOU A OEATE AW H AT wEwE Hw
gz 99 T ¢  Ag =l W WX
FTHTT F faw g7 wgms w7 Fvy o
AW q@l g1 a4 | FEEr & fan
& gar agan g fa g 2w & fom
o) FY FHZ IART HENE AT A"
1w g, Afaw o e 5 a9 a8
Z AT A1 ATEE FH; G AT 1N
goiw 3q SIS F A9 A AR 91 R
&1 IO HA-|IY qg AT 4T A
F arg g fa s fear Hoan @
AT § a9 ¥ fow oAy g A7 99
agd =i & 2 e freosma g
AT TG AT & ITATHTET o AT |
W AEIACY F UH WA TR
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A AT FT FAF IZAT | WT q0HS
§ fr 72d a1tz § At 5 wo firey
fas wgr a1 | e & A fr =9 g
CATE HT 28 T=ST e S0 17 3y
TS ATAIAT T AT | HfFT om
faTe carsy & F AT H 717 A7 T
AT FTAE 10 Fo AT HIT 15 wo
A qw d1 w7 & fAn dave wd a7
T fadl F a7 97 @ AW g
Tamfaal w7 a3 33 AT § oanr
H 99T AAr g7 5T 38F avy g
TE FT AT | I AFC H ATy
T FFWAT F A Arfaw | fag
FT # 99 F fav amr ar gwwr
afewa & 1541 20 4T 25 Fo FY fya
o, &fww w7 ag W amafer &
g0 | T AT AT AT WA 7T fawaAt
AT gaT mgd # 2 %o wfy faey
# fgarg & faw @r & 1 FwY Em
qag gram gr % g & w7 fware
T G2 FIAT & HIT IAGT A9 §
fae arse & @m@T § a1 A ¥
ary fire s & 9T feame w1 wEw
Ferra &1 sfaw qea 7@ foer arar 3
e oa ag #=T® AT & 19§
AT ATAT & AT A0 & A0 a3 dna
Z | zafen ¥ fAaew @@ 2 v o=
A% FHIL aW ¥ uF a@qfaT q7a fifq
faaffea =81 &1 FOAT 57 9% 74T
g€ Fmal ®1 TEFAT AT T 7
gATL M {9 A% ATAT F H0C AT
7% qarafaay M s w1 aae
TEAT AR AF AZ FeAL A1 gafan
wrEEFEAT T AT A & v ww gq
FUAT {3970 TMET FT FTHATF FATHT
Z AT 1 AT HIH AT TFARTA FIA
3 3% W ;T F AW FTA AT A
TR F g TR 6T IR
et &7 If9d gew 7 FwAT A
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T ¥ & a0 5@ aw w7 B FE
T TR MR SR S F 9w
T FT HIT 5F TF T H AGI
AT 7 aw ATy afeEra Ao gt
FTATT AET BT GFAT & WIT A & AW
¥ ux Hafaw are @i ar qedr @
w7 Zr afaer i gy | 3R &
o sor w57 ot o A T
¥ oare ¥ um e @r L

Iqaweny (o wxf fag foet-
faqr ) :  afx gig ot a7 B FET
¥org AT SATAT W=eT gl

off WU WMT . AF T 39T
aeafer & g % ag 721 @ 1 &9
g WTAT ARy & o T ama
§ ofsw  fagor gorer w1 wwT 7
at & fa, foaa o ge=e ar
#, 9g dATC ¥ W7 A S araww
A § IART TF QL AT 97, Aifoww
A7 9T AEL, WL F T H Iww
Taw  farewr &7 apEeqr G
gFmAl ¥ wfar wiw e F sf
F7q F fom g wigl w17 wedd § aaw
g m wfi? wa A% W W Emm
ax 7% feafa & e W @
TFAT |

geawreas (= qang fag femifear)
FRTEr W Afo wre HAr  wEtzm
&1 aaver qfedr |

St WIS ST . TEmEewr gaiam
s g ddf wEEa Y S gw wm
&, T 1 T F AT H A1 9w g
At ¥ Fegmafer A A ofifer §
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Fgrar f5 it gRTe a8t FIA A A
52 W ST WX FATE o 7 7990
FTraTT 48 W@ I g 1 AfEA
qRTATT 48 WA T FI T AR A7 &
20 AT T7 FT ETF T T A9E &
AT IAF A7 fFT IFA w7 JOATT
e @1 a8 afrgfesam &
qF BT AT A wwgar faAr wAr
&, Syt & waw qaifaw o afee
IqE qTE A AMH q1F 61 AT T4 AT
T EAF T AT § AT ;YT g2
o feggma & sz arg @ ar fax
FHY FT WATT FgT THAT & | ATNT
ORI AT § R g FET A ST
65 wfowa &F § W & T
35 wfams 3 & 1 &few &ir arome
¥ fadr W@ S A wr oafge W@
faer st & a9 for 98 IO6T FTH I
1 AqTT g | ag faw ST FT 9T
TE & afe® 77 g Arowr w AT E
Hifoy % a7 @ ar i ag s § T
o7 wxat & i afe qro gy wifrw A
TT A FTA AT IO T

st odte  wmwf  (afwerE)
arT gEY w AT Aar Afaw

grawreasr (st qaré fog featfear)
T GORT ATT HAT A T | WA
wrAas g g & OF fawwr
TH 9T AT §

St Wi wartg @ ogafaw Er
wqare wg & ofemw oo gt 7
FTHATT A F fow g sravrs
A FT T AU fg ¥ ¥ ¥ Wi
Fqa  faaor Fr =EEAT Ay FY )
Fadr A= qg g gy fF frami
#1 IAFT I F1 SfEw amw I oA
TE W FE | A ATy gRen
FEI AT & ATET wwer F AT oy T
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HIAT & | A GF IF AL AT ST qF
f& frami #r soor awe gz 3fam
(gl T |gOET FT =EAEAT 7 OFL

At Gt wREfa 3 A@ oE
FITT 77T IMTC  FLFT TAT FI7 F7
TTeq FT |

Y WYl AT ;AR ATA B AR
g WY KT AT gL A1 AT ey
f 2o & 1 & a7 39% g o7 9%
feami & gafer ad famar 2,
3751 39% 39T Ty 54 foaw &
q9 A% 34 ALAL FT GErATT AG AT
aFAr § 1 AT R gverT 3w AWl
1 OGEAET W ¥ fAr w9 & waw
A AT F ! A A gEHICHT
a7 4 S A1 g fagifer far 0
Z 7 a7 & A 3% araTe 0T 98
wRA W AN AT @EAr & 1 Fud
937 A% & % aTRIT q 37 vy =T
AT w1 AT FEar & Faget amw Awt
T AT w7 AT qu gfq e
FEAr & 1 & 78 g qrgar O
FTHIT (57 w7 9% ag awadt §
T 7 AAT F7 oagdr gf Al 0w
TF AT wEAT 7

Iqawrere (0 wrad oy Faeifear) -

T4 FIEC D WA E, AR
#fsrT 1 ag 1wt wEww g
A GO A AT R FTH FA 7

st WA g8ty o A S f
7g q@aT  FEan g fw S w5 oam
FEFTT FIA qZ AT W AN A
T 2w ura sfa,  aFifE
1 v 7gr faar A, ;e OE W
agr foam war wiAw TAE FH g AE
oy gy agrT awd BT T
¥frm wrATDE AETE T A T AT
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Faq  agrr # AfT F 999G BT
¥t F A T g ;I § 3@
WY 7 AT g g fa wrer 3w i foet
HY FIF A ATAEAY AT & a8 80 whe
FY ST TELT A9 & TAF FICHC AT 7
gWT &« =ror For & oY AF AT qATHS
FA AT §, o9 TIES FIT T
& I WIHEAT F FIT AT TEY FrAr
ST F 0 ma qfE g w71 e
TH ATAT & AT T FE Ty Afey
Farrrr  fad seaET &7 9T Ol
IS F 3T ICEFY T T FT A gL
FIH T T THEAT FT g fAwreT AT
qF | 9T 9% 9g 912 F I92 F57 A
TAAT TR, HAT FT T AT AT
qq T WGATE AT T FHEAT §T TGN
CURER T 2 i o g i e 7
I AT ATAVAT AEHT T T A
difs & faa® $md agdt § sai ofc-
adq e w1 wEr § foamw sravaw
FEgAl 71 agdl gd Fraal 9 o a9
TH | TEIAT JEAE

o faar g I ¢ argwfaE
P SO AT SYa FEA HT ST gATT
w3 ¥ foar &, # ogd A
nua I97 5 78T & {5 gwra ag yare
g frgw 3 37 o famd aga a7
15 {571 g9 ATET & WA A7 a8} 97
AW KT FAT ATgA # G ATASAE
fameor oY FT ogEET & AWOOA
fat Y @ T FRATAT H e
& W< A AT PATET FIWA T FT AT
qEAT & ) AT FHIIT GATH A9 WE )
T ged H S AT AL WA
el F fau § &% smAww awgEl
F w7 = F1 ga faar g e
TRT ARA TC WA Azt war § o
Fg qATFrT & Faamr g fagra w1
arare ® ¥w faadr & afss smwre
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[t forgrt 2w ]

W Sarar &Y oI ], T T g eAr
W | TR ¥ T 9w FwET
¥ Ffg ¥ 9y § g & o frdam
RCUR GO GO S S
e &t Fm¥ s § w4ifs
TG FIR { T wTEA 2y WA
73t & zofan A Ang ga fa
AT FIw T I qFaT 97T | THF
HAET AEATT 999 7 97 fwT g
g wAF1 & eqm @A )

SHRI p. RAMAMURTI: The Mi-
nister in hi; statement stated that it
is only as a result of the policies that
the Janata Party had pursue,} dur-
ing the two and a half years' exis-
tence th, prices have risen and that
the present Government i trying to
correct those policies. This was the
categorical statement that he made,
meaning by implication that during
the period of Indian Congress rule
the prices were very stable. Here I
am quoting the figures from the 'Eco-
nomic Survey' placed on the Table of
this House by Shri R. Venkataraman,
th, Finance Minister, in February
last. Therefore, they are not my
figures. These are supplied b, the
Government of India itself. Here are
the figures of wholesale price index.
Taking 1971 as 10O, the wholesale
price index of all articles in 1971.72
increased to 108.2, in 1972-73 it rose
to 121.5; in 1973-74 it rose to 158.0
which i5 nearly 27 per cent. In 1974-
75 it further rose to 173. During the
emergency there was a 'fall in the
beginning to 162. But in 1976-77 it
rose again t, 168 and then to 182.1.
This is the golden er, of Indira
Gandhi's rule. You must also re-
member that in 1966 the very first
thing Shrimati Indira Gandhi did
wa, to devalue th, rupe. and the
prices went up like hell i, 1966. It
wa, because of this heavy price rise
the students in Gujarat went on
strike and the Legislative Assembly

[ RAJYA SABHA | Essential Commodities 152

had to go. These are the facts. I am
not defending the  Janata  Govern-
ment. They also followed the same
policies. Th, price rise today is the
result of th, policies the Government
has been pursuing right from the
time of India's independence. Prices
have been continuously rising. There
were one or two years when due to
good monsoon 'fortunately th, prices
of foodgrains came down. This is
the history of price rise and these

are the facts which Shri  Vidya
Charan Shukla cannot  dispute be-
cause these hav, been published hy

his own Government. Therefore, for
him to come now and say that it is
because of the policies followed by
th, Janata Government i to 'forget
th, fact that during his regime the
prices have been rising lik. hell and
as a result of that the Governments
had to go in one or two States. Do
not forget the history.  Prices  have
been continuously rising in thi; coun-
try because of the activities of the
speculators and a; a result, ou, pea-
sants, particularly the poorer sec-
tions among them, have been depriv-
ed of proper price for their produce
and they have been forced to sell it
at distress price at the time of har-
vest. Secondly, you have imported
inflation into this country.  You talk-
ed about price increase in the wes-
tern countries.  Have you only heard
of western countries in thi world?
What about  the  other part of the
world consisting of socialist countries
where prices have been stable? You
have imported inflation from  the
western countries and how are you
going to insulat, thi; country from
that imported inflation? The only
wa, by means of which imported in-
flation can be stopped is to  stop get-
ting loans from them and not to de-
pend on multi-nationals.  Then only
our country can stand on its own feet.
Today you hav, increased the price
o'f fertilisers by 40 per cent. This is
going to affect the poor peasants
which again  meang they will  be
forced to resort to distress sales. Our
experience during the last 30 years,
since independence has shown that
you cannot bring down th,  prices
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in thig country by any fiscal measure.
Today the Finance Minister was say-
ing that the Government is taking
every ep to bring down prices.
What are those steps? You are not
prepared to spell out those steps.
What i the use saying "w, are tak-
ing all steps"? What are those steps?
This is my specific question.

When it  has been proved by ex-
perience that you cannot bring down
prices in thig country and when it
has been proved that the prices wiH
continue to rise and our peasants will
be mulcted and deprived of  their
proper price, i the Government of
India prepared to take over the
wholesale trade in all  the essential
commodities in its own hands and
assure  thereby proper pric. for the
peasantry? Only through this pro-
cess you will be able to have proper
public distribution system.  Only
.when the Government get hold of all
the stocks, they can improve the pub-
lic distribution system. Without
that, to talk of improving the pub-
lic distribution system is bunkum. It
is becaus? the stock, are not avail-
able in the public distribution sys-
tem. That iy  the  reality today.
Therefore. I am  asking a specific
question now. I, the Government to-
day prepared—this is the first  ques-
tion—to take over the wholesale
trade of al] th, essential commodities
in its own hand; and arrange for a
proper distribution  system  supervis-
ed by popula, committees so that
these  popular committees would be
a check on the retail traders? This
is th, first question.

Now, the second question is this:
Are they prepared to stop depending
on foreign loans and are they pre-
pared not to depend on foreign in-
vestments i, this country because the
foreign investors, in the nam, of de-
velopment, are looting this country'
Are they prepared to make the peo.
pie stand on their own legs and ar*
they prepared to make the people
patriotic enough to stand on thei:
own legs? Ar, they prepared to ™
fuse the spirit of the swadeshi move
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ment, the movement that we started
during the earlier days of our inde-
pendence  struggle, infuse th, spirit
o'f patriotism among the people and
make all the people stand on their
own legs? Is the Government pre-
pared to do these two things? These
are the two specific questions that I

am asking him. Let him answer
them.
SHRi V. C. SHUKLA: sir, when

I made that statement, I did not say
that the price rise was due to the
Janata rule. I said that it way one
of th, contributory factors.

SHRI RAMAKRISHNA HEGDE
(Karnataka): No. That is what
exactly you said.

SHRI P. RAMAMURTI: No. You
said that.
SHRI V. C. SHUKLA: Everybody

knows that there has been inflation
in the country and inflation is not a
new phenomenon and it has not come
after 1977, and it has been there even
before 1977.

SHRI p. RAMAMURTI:  Exactly.
SHRI V. C. SHUKLA: During
1977, that is, after the 1977 elections,
when the new Government came,
particularly after the last Budget of
Mr. Charan Singh, the inflationajry
tendency became very strong. That
is what I had stated at that time. As
far a? the honourable Member's sug-
gestions are  concerned, we have
looked into these be'fore and it is not
a new suggestion made by Mr. Rama-
murti. These suggestions have been
made from time to time and the Gov-
ernment has  examined them and to
the extent we can accept them in the

present conditions of the country
they have been implemented.
SHRi P. RAMAMURTI: Where?

SHRI V. C. SHUKLA: But wt
have to be extremely careful aboul
this situation. It cannot be correct,
ed by taking only the kind of actioi
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that the  honourable = Member  has
suggested. But I can assure him this

that we will certainly apply our-
selves “th great earnestnes; in try-
ing to stabilise the prices to begin

with and to bring them down, if pos-
sible. This wiH require certainly all
kinds of stepy which are to be made,
not only these two and several other
matters have to be considered. Only
then we will be able to make a dent
on the situation.

SHRI P. RAMAMURTIL: Sir, he i3
not prepared to suggest on. single

concrete measure. He is only say-
ing, ‘"every measure", ‘"every mea-
sure". What is this answer? You
are only taking Parliament fo, a
joke.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SAWAISINGH SISODIA):  Mr.
Rameshwar Singh.

SHRi SADASIV BAGAITKAR
(Maharashtra):  Sir, I am just ask-
ing a question for a clarification
about the specific question; that Mr.
Ramamurti asked. He asked what
concrete steps have been taken. The
honourable  Minister ~ should  enume-
rate the steps.

SHRI P. RAMAMURTI:  Exactly.

But nothing has been said.

SHRI SADASIV BAGAITKAR: It
is all right i'f the Government does
not accept Mr. Ramamurti's sugges-
tions and on, can understand that.
But what steps has the Government
taken? That way his specific ques-
tion.

SHRI V.
kindly go
I have made,
hav,  already

C. SHUKLA: If you
through the statement that
you will find that I

enumerated  all  the
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steps that we have taken. These are

the broad steps that we have taken

and further steps are under our con-

sideration.

SHRI P. RAMAMURTI: Wonderful

SHRI K. K. MADHAVAN (Kerala):
Sir, .on a point of information. May
I know from the honourable Minis-
ter  whether the Central Government

will honour its commitment made to
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Keraia, wher, we
institution of civil
supplies for which we want adequate
quotas  which the Central Govern-
ment is bound to give? I would like
to know whether the Central Gov-
ernment is prepared to give us the
quota that we are entitled to and
which we are prepared to distribute
through the institutional methods
that we have already there for s«
many years.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SAW Al SINGH SISODIA): Yes, Mr.
Rameshwar Singh.

=t TrAga Ty (S¢ 94W) @ 99-
garene wgea, fzd faam § agw Ay
mdf e wrgarsar fo d&dr o §
faar & Wi Tz e @ o sa< fzar §
q1 3 o9 Y wAay MET FT AT AL
24 (e #Y #rp ga A7 aTmT s 9%
firar & 1 & gy & W A ST H
&g AT RIEATE (o T A Ay grova &1
fammes &7 farsirg € 24 T e =0
fg a7 2,71 3 ad Sraesir g T
30 @ F ot wes fag & gy fored-
iy P A & 7 A T agm FEESIT
st 8, @ ey gk @ T
Y wg Awrg wer g g 30 w4
T wend o, § ST AT g
1947 ¥ ois mt@ war, s9@ =5
AEFATGT, 37 1977 7 FAEAHKI ATHIT
Tew g% o T qAAgAl, WoOW
TOET AT SiF GrenT NI, a9 AT,
R @ga A a9 § 59 TqT gAT, 99
agq qew rgiar ¢ & SgAIE SwAdeay
wEYea, A EY ArgT G A s, WAy v
F1 g’ Gz wgar g N A Tw faaw §
7Y qze w1gan {w 3@ F <% fwaw 73
e, S & zw firgd @ ¢, T B
zw fraw ag 1. ..

Iyawreaw (st qard fay feaitfear)
odwry fag oY, w7 & @
&1 wa< #dr S # §rm fr adi ?

my State, that is,
have a well-knit
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= T g s wat oft o A gr
qraaY Sff ffe cnaw F1 sod | s
3% 41 A€ 8 w1 form 48 w2
F1 @< @7 wag fa gafar 4 o6
@ aga famam & ang orer agy AR
AT Frfoor wEr | Aqef St & & i =1
AT TOAT SEATE | WAS wA @y qv
o 747 TF {&war 91 30 Fo AN, 15
Fo fFawe wEgT T 12 W fren
T, W € T il AHe ) wT
S T wH wEa A =gt §me § we
@IE AT 3054 F (Interruptions)
Fu<r o1, 47 <fwu, wazmge A, &
IS WREL g & W Meal ¢ 1 30
CL R Ve A

(wem wim)

7E g |
Wt vRzaT fog @ T dward wEf
g9 | W 31 d 5 fma dane W
g1
SHRIMATI HAMIDA HABIBUL-
LAH (Uttar Pradesh): H. is talking
of the last 30 years. This Calling

Attention relates to today's position
(Interruptions).

Mo Wif wREY
AC e

ot Tiwae fag : T Al A AT
wE ) wruamE Ay <FE T waEw
Q- T TG A€ T WIEH-TE FIAT
e 2 1

grewieam (st wad oy
femtfear) : < ¥wa fag oft, snw €G-
fg gaw afam

s v fag: #vgmoo e
oz *7 agmd g€ ag Fuw gafay
g iw 30 =9 aw wope Iwa Arfei
qr w4 fow @1 admr gw €
o5 W1 TH qed & FEY ATHT ST 6T |
s, St TE) 4F ¥ o A 94 |
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]t St § & aga faaeran & d wgAT
FgaTg A aga fWRLr § wgAr
igm g (o &g qT qeer va 2ifaq
w=if ug & fw 5@ s ame & wiw &
qAIT §AAT gUT-~Z% 5 ¥R, 3 AH
T 2 W& T HAE A GATAER 72§
~-9Tq 7 Ga1 {eiiadi & w4 o v
femr oicdm T s g am FTAT T
Faar | udl Hiwd, # 0F F2
AT, qay 7 A7 wwe A L, MT T
dfaai & fwg s 20w £ o & qarar gal
g foed fag § v g qesli s tarfeal
TEFH gR T M TOE v FrF o
F, Afaw § 7w €1 wam g9 {6 @
i i wr asifa wewfen @ 25 @i
TIC | &L HAT &7 TF w1 &0 174 |
SEAC I AN A - ETR 1
tEifys # omT wrag L gar @
Bl meaa i 19 W 99 I E
FiE WA T )

st Uarar awa (fzgw) @ 7
oA g Y

ot THEaT fag : Ww w0 AEEr
g’ fom @ 997 7 oW Wi T

€1

At WTATE aTed : [oEw 9gd s
fean w9 |

st aRmT fag : g9 ®1 €907
FEaea ¥ 24 faw fwam | @ oW 24
fet & faro fardrze §—% 8 T1d W0
WA, wgr A ¥ qgF wg g | e I
TEAFT GAT Al § |

Ipgwieaw (st wEd o
femtfamy) : ¥ fag o, #gwar
F¢ & Gt mafaa e ¥ g o ¥
aifeg 1
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st e fog : wwfag g
ag & fo ¥wr & arad ag sifze qoear &
# ag aar w@r v fF gqaT 24 fza sy avor
fag #Y aTwiT otw g@ &1 Aifqadt 77
Tog § AT TG FATE A A AT A
FgaT Ag W f& Sy 97w fag e
ZHEI, W AE Zw F AG@T FT AT
fagrs st@ § 24 faa & mwer 2 Aifso
T ad At &Y woem ) #, A
ad 9 F 9w ¥ ova Hifsa 30 ad
¥ 18 39 %A 1 A, T 7@ G2
M 11amE fan asr Mz =
vt i grwAifan ) §ug 3w
F1 AqreE 1 s 24 fza 7 5707 fag
"< 30 ava & Aot I Ay gen
F1 fermred & Forrar i 1 & 11 =4
gfezar ot #1718 A0 FareT @A A
F1 off fsriridi a7\ a7 ZW F wAq W
wg &ar 1 #w 92 ga Aifww ) owq i
w17 sToEE il aw g g (waae
g ver g Tl H s i dar
foar dee e fog e war gaE %
fa | “F=fra arfosa =ie gl 44
ot g7 Fae waslt, =g =T
T {5 gl ¥ afg &1 T sraay
2 AT, T, @t AW, wifz & aa a
T HEIFHEA AT EE | UT W
qrenwi & qew ofl 2g9 w7 E 1 Gk aEf
T qA77 g TAE AT T F 1 Az
qUZ FHRICHAHAT 1 FgAT § | FA (war
w3 feqla G awwd) (577 ad wrag
IR g 97 {7 AR IHIET A0
T@ qgtarwigla S awear adr 39
WG q4 747 13907 #itwads &y T4
we  wEa-fravae 8§ qged FIe §
T AT wEAy | A AwEar 47 aesifEE
T A H=70T § &L, LEaras
Zfez & wdeqarqr F1 e [ TUFT
TR & faw ©37 disar 1 whaw
TR a1 gAHATE | Tg ST ATHEAA
e 7 fzar
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IraaTsaer A, qre # g@Ar avwAar
g fe o gardyamdd & 3 g7 s 40
ware 6T 7Y §, azter F Y gwar o
7 faaar @ § 1 aar I+ fauar @y
& A ¥ OF OF (oArafy F qar a1 ..

s TATAR qrEA ;W19 FY T
g

it TrReaw fag W tazi7 oW
A fmmz i am 7 300. ..

oY TIATAR AT © FIT IT GATET AT
wAT RY TIEN ST F, g% qF AT ?
faratt 4<rg saar wiw F {=ar v ?

st TrReae Vg c s gma faar
AT T4 EW N 24 2 F7 asr 7 e

St TOATAT q1T & ATTGH G2 987
ARAR A ECE L Rt AR O

st TR g 7 W  fo =6
feafs og & Fwd & 7@l 07 |

Fraareaa («ft aard vy fratfaar)
T A9T WO OIA 99 T AT A
w1 qwAr & 18 Tier &g 19 ) ag T
feaz 1 2 7

st TRz fag A, 7ea 1fe
T AT TG | qEATTAF RE
qeq ayd wa W gArafidt & Gar
&1, w7 w17 faa arfasy & faraa, 57
wrafval & Wiy dar % W g F Ja
F AT qew age wifs T dar w7 &
4 1 dqr gt aqt AT g fp org 9w
oY faT FATT FT AYET Prear &0 A

aF ITTEC AT FT @ F |

gagwreaw (s warg feg fwafar).
g ot feqe g # A & awd
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5 faa % 19 FY qUT AT T ATAT

arfge

st e fag 5w §, sfaae &
% godl FTAFW FCZAT 1 5 RAE WY
gaar INfae | qT F T FT AT R E
r& &7 & faafq@ & smar § 1 gardy
qarA W AT oY 757 T 9T A9 Y gATHET
gaTH ®7 3@7 ¥ (97 | 7w ey o
aamar ¥ &1 Wi fauw W &
QAN § T A7 4T F (I H LT
¥ g IT R TA7 T FT 97 909 1%
FYAAAT FT TGTA FIG AT FITIT |
qETAY F7 91T §47 X7 4T @ FR A
W AT AR FF qTT [ T AT
w4 w1 qafadl w1 e dar
CFI3T FA & fad w67 a7 7 g AW
¥ 9g q1 WY A4 a6y § | 4G UF
T 37 9T 14 TIFE M7 A §
fxre & I F wré 7T IT FT OF
ST ArE AT AGTE | AV AR, T FTE
agl agm . .

Jrgursow (o war§ fag fawd-
fear) : ag v wgd & dafen A Y
w1 5 fraz & wry Hgarf & wafuw
v &Y 7fa@

o vRsaziag: s A g oF
faqz &7 A7 AT A7 Afag )

A ¥ gadt Aty 78 97 wWrarfs
fgm eyt vwe 93w F AT
g ¥ W F A0 fqmraowr qAT R
wq §fagn 7 @y &) AfwT gIA &
5 27 TS I HTAITFT 4T | T IOAR-
AT AT I I FTHET ZI 4T | FT
At w1 47 ¥ FTTF FOH FAL AGT
AT (=% # qeav #v {f7 ¥af 7€ v 7
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T § w9 1 I947F fF 7 0T A
ATE FT FLHRIC 4T . .

Y TMTAR qIRY ¢ ITRETSTE
AT, a1 qg wgwrd & gafgw & 7 vy
w9 oofrina @ AT @y L

oft I FNT AT FAAE 77
F AT AT 208 AT E AT AA 7
g ®WE?

Nl AT JEA ;I A H
a9 F1 qfzar 38 §

IraATeaw (ot warg Fag frafea):
0T 9 F 54z 7 § ¥37 3 fraz
AR &

&Y AT f'ﬂ! aa"‘mq:, ETITT 3T
faz T T ot 7 & forar 1 Se ¢
W9 g7 &1 a0 faae g fifore, & g4y 3
AYAT ATT FHIA FT ZAT ) oWIT FY
s fe mgamfsaag d v 3
& I & wror 3fEw areraer wwi o #7
gear ZY a4 ¥

qgwregw (st warf  fay
fawitfear) :ag @17 a9 wg 4% §

o winazfag :a faa gz a9
qr F9 § g (InterTuptions) Fy &
%3 BT g fF 99 717 § 41 %€, qmwmii
£ 2T M7 gSiafaqi & a1 7 79
AT IT G TG AT I FT AT 79T 97
FYTFATHTET T HIHT F 27 35T, AT w
arqg 430, FAT F 2R 7T, T4 F
TR 330 | AT, a7 A1 TAT & Afg
1 TEr & & FEAT J1gAT § AT A1 ¥
W AT I q TIAT 9183 § A Aw A
I § AFTAT 124 & A1 378 a7 aF ATA(
qrEt F1 IR 4T, FAILT TH1T 47, 39
¥ & a1 wifwer qr, 39 FFT F ¥
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HIY TATEAIL ZEIA 2 AT T EA AT,
qrs ST WTT IF F A9ET a9 F fAu
&7 AEF & FAT AT WA AT TAN F
orEw &1 grad & far Jare aE £
T gTd) A8 3fzr o 7 w41
5 w7y Pt carst faar agr o I1e e
fept =it fagy a1 Stadt o fag
&t Fqa 24 fa7 1 aeEre a1 gh
et & 33 T ar 1§ goFr Traan
g for st o 78w el T faw
oE1 2 A1 Foeardy sl &, a8 faaat
g

st URTAE TR : S 907 fag
a;mqﬂaﬁ—a, L (Interruptions)

st geaa fag  (gfom)
21 fa7 & wrew fafaeex & a9 &1
e & | ... (Interruptions)

Fagarere (= waré fag fatfon):

o 4f51 | WY 4gA AT qAF § )

st At (g AFgmEgag fa
RqIT ST Yok AT 5T TE 0T F AT
F1Eq a1 § 2@ A9 FgAl AT g
fr fargeam #1 TSI 37 9%5F g0HT,
FraeT 40 577 %4 faEm EifFE g
F FT AT @1 FT AVAACHAT T
Ha T garg F¢ (AT | SEA 73 Y
QT 5 w74 6 w94 2T figw fawm
<@l & wife @y wd smAear g
dv o # farg AT g AR AT A0 gwnT
T TTANCATHI H1 AR H T A7
g Fifs gfezzr widt F &, sfea
THT % wga W1 geen WA § 7 gfaw
wrfY F qEHI FT W &0 ...
(Interruptions) | B9 IO
A A GHIE AT FA 97
& wac s wgmd w9 T o3 A

I
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HIYH] HIFTT qGT qeE(T | W
g dm ffa o # s L

(Interruptions)

aifa®r e & ag w7 wEnT §
& o< oy 39 T ¥ § fF w4 e
T a1 T U E wenfeEY ¥ 4E €,
o 22 wfqw 417 g w7 7w g,
HTTHT ST 9 3FAr 1 fadndy Z=t
FT W7 SATET A1 fae & 1w w
o A% faREe w7 g & 7 g9
AT F 19 ﬁ . (Interruptions)
57 WAl F avg # fwe wEAT AvRAT
fremm 7 a1 grerfer & ffaT )
T TAA ATEHT 7EY & foF At a e
 faems @t @ 1 g gyt wisat
e FABgu & | gAd AL A TE
# qTL A AHC F AT A
& FEw &1 g fEEn

(Interruptions)

gaaarene (st ward fag faetfear):
w1 5T, Fga &1 w7 | FaT Fien |

ot TrAsaY fag : & awra w7 @7
g &t qrEl afed £ avg & w@l,
st @ afsh &t awg w99 9@ Yow
1 fgwmaa 7&f &< awg § | faw
AT & QE F HET AR LH
% A7Z T 7 7 fF g6 w1 a7 F 17
Ft g1 ar faars awa &, oo daT )
ATE ¥ AFer T wwA F, A9 J0 AT
T3 1 59 WED F " § fee wa
gar § f& wEe St Wi g W
7E T qEH I AATZA AGH AT ATHT
Fas swar faamiy g g9 faam
# g0 S9aT & 419 @a, Ia9 719 @Y
i |

= faen <o s : ITEqreEAn o,
K910 67Eq 99 W19V 3 T 4 a9 A1T-
L AT | FW AT AMA T qEE O
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24 A A Ag FEa ¥ fF ommaEy
T, A7 FT 0T qAfe7 | K mieaqdw
IR AT gAAT @ | K A s
g R & s ad g @ g 7@
AT T AT o SAAATH AGY H4T L L.
(Interruptions)

st TiasaT Tag @ o @wi §
AT LT E, W TE At FT A
79 | AT T |

ot frar svor gF@ : STEWTEAY
Wi, ag a@ & FF W E WTR 1A
379 & oo fedraaer 71 qaAg 7891
FAa wrAA1T Az A ag qmaw fan
sagFz e g fw ...

=Y Trasa fag: & oo A
LM ST AT FFT ATHT ATTET HOS
@t & wfza, st Gama dfar fw
3 g A= | 7 11 FL |

A faar @ gaw Q@ TR
frdaw 2 f6 § gaod 7@ | A9 §
A TITAFL | TH A ITH1ATT A
orrfe & AT 3T 9FTC 3 AT A A
F1ofe AT | HTT A AT AT HFG
AT IET AN I & fAadw T grm)
qIATT STAAT G AT & 13 A1 H
FALTATE | AT ST FFT AT HAAT
aeeq F far 3z =@ 9@ &1 4o
g7 a9 # foar #77 § Wi S@ar
ITFT IOL ZdT @A 2 | HE  uag
IAT 34 FTAQTFAT TGS § ; FAF
FAI G ST WO Haga &
FIUBT A A A AT |

agt ax qgamfsat &1 FFE
& gamfadi & 17 w0 @l {
9 qTAT FAAT T qm| A
st & fe dsffe s dar
Fav  foedia am geman o e
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AET AT | G AN AT HEAT LT &
fr s Wt AT 3w quedr €
ag FEI & 1 1977 § 9Ty FAAT
F o1 3fam awaT ag frar #1980
% ot Ifae awaT ag feor ) 1052 &
1977 % @AWATT FUA F1 IoA
WY 7 faar Wi 9w w5 qar | gafaa
W YT W AW FA Kl WqEEFAT
T & 1 73t e gfe o agw @ @
g WX A a3 T qEw & are ¥
F1E wv7 7 qor gafar #¥ far gt
I I KT AL AEAVFAT AL £

st maas fax (s97 93w)
AT UF 9% 971 5 F977 7 91 fRger-
|+l g IUF FTT A1 {2 TR A
TR g AT AT UH-0F &9 FT A
WET IF HIOT AT @THIEGE ®T &
TRl g€ 3% A § Ay vgEw w1
T FEAT § Ig AT TET AT |

ol gwarq fag : W& qar a1
dafamy faE § = g |

ot TRTAT Ty  AFAT HAT ST
7 @37 #1 quag fFar § | & oA
geam @ g & v qefmfad &
200 FU1g w77 fax  fora sramaedi
7341 264 | s Ay @drd zam
IaT /AT AEEA 7 g1 2T
THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI

SAWAISINGH SISODIA); Shrimati
Rajinder Kaur.

SHRI T. ALIBA IMTI (Nagaland):
Sir, most of the debate is going on in
Hindi. We have been more confused.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SAWAISINGH SISODIA): You can
hear the translation.

SHRI T. ALIBA IMTI: My point is
that the people of India have been
voting the Congress Government for
so0 many years, but yet, the prices of



167 Calling Attention re.
Steer rise of

[Shri T. Aliba Imti]
essential consumer goods have been
going up all these years.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SAWAISINGH  SISODIA): I have
not called you. I have called Shrimati
Rajinder Kaur.

SHRI T. ALIBA IMTI: Then, in 1977>
we voted for the Janata. We expected
that the Janata Government would de-
liver the goods. But even Janata did
not do better.

(Interruptions)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SAWAISINGH SISODIA). Please
resume your seat. Shrimati Rajinder
Kaur.

SHRI T. ALIBA IMTI: My point is
that there is no use in trading mutual
allegations and charges. It is useless.
It will not go far.

3P.M.
+SHRIMATI RAJINDER KAUR
(Punjab): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,

till now he has listened to Hindi. Now
he will listen to Punjabi also. The dis-
cussion is about the fact that the prices
are rising. There are no two opinions
about it. But what are the reasons for
the price rise? Different speakers have
assigned  different  reasons  therefor.
The rise in the price of crude oil has
been mentioned as one of the reasons
for the price hike. The price rise has
also bee, attributed to the foreign
loans that we receive. It increases in-
flation. Third reason has been men-
tioned that the party that has won had
take, money from the capitalists, in-
dustrialists and traders and, in order
to compensate them, they have been
permitted to raise prices.

The fact is that all political parties
take money from big industrialists and
big traders. The rich man, the indus-
trialist, never gives charity. He always
invests. He may give ten lakhs to the
winning party five lakhs to the losing
pary and two lakhs to other lesser par-
ties. But they do give donations to all
the parties.

#English translation of the original
speech in Junjabi;
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The party which wins is doubly
blessed. What happens is that these
traders never give donations. If they
donate ten lakhs they earn ten erores.
I am reminded of an instance. In Pun-
jab, before the 1971 elections, I was
sitting with some Members of the Pun-
jab  Cycle Dealers Association. The
elections were at hand, they told me
that the Punjab Cycle Dealers Asso-
ciation had given 35 lakhs of rupees
to the Congress Party. I asked them
as to how they, being small traders,
would make up for that amount. They
replied that each of them had donat-
ed according to his capacity,—a thou-
sand and odd rupees—and that won't
make much of a difference as they
increase the price of a cycle tyre by
two rupees and that of a cycle rick-
shaw tyre by three rupees. As a matter
of fact the very same thing happened
after the elections. The prices of cy-
cle and cycle rickshaw tyres were
raised by rupees two and rupees three,
respectively.

This brief discussion is not going to
solve the problem. A man who spends
ten lakhs over his election as an MLA,
certainly does not do so for the benefit
of his salary and allowances as an MLA
which total upto Rs. 2,000 a month.
He does not do it for the service of the
people either. After becoming a Mem-
ber, his first duty is to serve his own
interests and serve the people there-
after.

Leave aside these Members. Take
the case of Ministers. With a few ex-
ceptions like Mr. Kidwai, which Minis-
ter does mnot own any property or
assest after he ceases to be a Minister?
A Minister leaves enough for his seven
generations. The only difference is that
these Ministers get money from the
Industrialists and traders who in turn
exploit the people. The Janata Party
has bee, saying that an MP, a Minister
or a person otherwise in public life
shall be liable to declare his assets at
the time of assuming office so that on
his relinquishing that office, if soma
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property is found to have been earned
through corrupt means it could be con-
fiscated by the Government. Some way
must be found out.

I had recently been to Pakistan.
There an unskilled labourer gets Rs.
25 a day and a skilled labourer gets
about Rs. I0O to Rs. 125 a day as
wages. They are selling cloth at much
cheaper rates. Why can't we do that?
Because we get donations from the
textile industry, we allow them to raise
cloth prices. Mr. Murthy and others
raised certain points I would
also like to ask specific questions al-
though I know they won't be replied
to.

What specific' steps Government pro-
pose to take to bring down the prices?
At least they should ask their Minister;
and Members to declare their assets
so that we could know how much
money they make at the end of their
term. We contest elections in the
name of poor. But who fights elections
for the sake of the poor? After all,
where this inflation is going to end?
If they check corruption in their own
party, it would act as a deterrent.
Thank you very much.

o, faa ao @ L wrad T qzeq
A ANt AT frar ITAMEA wghEd,
TAE & 1§ FIRAl § wawa @l g |
sRiM U d 4g) fe 7o aeg & .
dar gagr faar siaT § wAF a7 T3
Mz AT @i &0 s wEr @
wrAr & fomar for Awdi 97 5@ gEar
2\ wzg Td FAF mEA R @I E )
oz @@ g1 audr & fp (e s orae
¥ g1 Tsat ¥ ng gt @Y &0 | WA
Fzeqr #1131 THAT § (5 To0T W AT
AN TRTEN | FET g E fwoaw At
F WA §, wet a4 #§ wiaar g o5 gur
af g ove w4 i Sra T gu agd
'{lgi-nrﬁq: Tad g T TAY a=ad & )
safag & wAda TEEAT F( WA
Im g feraaa A 3 famn 7 43 fw
T md & Wl qw w7 g AW A

[ 10 JUN 1980 ]

Essential Commodities 170

FIHAT 1 ag ¥ TFH § F1§ AHBAAT
{wanfr

it e wiga fama (wea 95w
wAdi gt ot & fag # 0w 9 ai
qAIR THAT FFATE | W d, AT A
Frr {5 wgar Sl o7 AW YN FIA
& | T 3 A ZY Ay 7 Afed |
&% 47 Hiw o aiA & vaw  fAe
ST, TAE A gRarTs ggE A
3% A f3a rgH | WO TH AT H
TR o0 @ g4 dE g7 W Al
arw oY ¥ £ vAw ghwa ug § f®
F 9 91T B9 1@ & oA fwa WEE,
g A UAATIS AN, wAE AN
A {Fren TE T UFEE & 22 (Wi
afgwan qea) A7 (6T e oW
daegT, 77 g Al g7 ok @ g, &
qITET AT WT AF AT TAGT FEAA
Y 7 AFaT 2 |

Feawreaw (A1 wwrf fag foa-
fear) : w9 waw qfed |

s wreet wgw fava : 3,41 99
#zT a1 qAT FAT WUF WG TAE J
FAT F0 AT AXA AW F qAv &, IF T
15 day UFmEs TALY § 4E WA 8. 24
Fi dfaqmn wrza v faw @
JGAATEAT FEEA, WGH( WA AT
wifzm g @iz a7 dize @ madr &
fema ¥ fgrgeana @ %78 &1 @9q § |
7o tgama & 2 wear qAET EY W T
fwer wfaat &1 s & &1 OF AR H
907 97 ofA dz7 e 97 gOE &
g W fww wifes F@r &) oW
fegeara &1 madl 65 T ¥ |
# fgma amay § fe a1y @ag &
4772 TOX MWW 47§ 4T 0 AL § |
&1 a7 7% fwd sk OF FE Ao
¥ otT wrgw e2fon & mwA § WY
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[ ares wga fam)

FTH S IR E | WAL WG SART FE
AraAT AEN a1 wEd ML 3G EIW
A= U 7E T g qqT aw wwEar
o adl gom 1 ug wo fafosa =9
§ wfar fr 3 aw 7w Aifa ao =@
A1 sl s dgmE Wl 8 oW 47
TG0 Ty gad E, adY W fadma )

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SAWAISINGH SISODIA): We go to
the next item Statement by Minister.

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR: 1 want to
ask some clarifications. My name is
there in the list.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SAWAISINGH SISODIA): After this
statement by the Minister, we will
go to the Special Mentions.

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR; 1 am refer-
ring to the Calling Attention. I am
seeking your permission to ask one
clarification on the Calling Attention
subject because my name is there in
the Calling Attention Notice but since
only one Member was permitted from
each party, my turn did not come.
But I want to ask one little clarifica-
tion, just as you have permitted some
other Members.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SAWAISINGH  SISODIA): The  list
has been exhausted. There are other
items on the List of Business. We
have to take them up.

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR: Sir, we are
just beginning a new item. The ques-
tion that I wish to ask is, in the last
Session we came across a little con-
fusion because two Ministers of the
Government were making two differ-
ent statements on the question ; of
sugar. While Mr. Pranab Mukherjee
made an annauncement here that the
country would export the committed
amount of sugar to other countries,
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at the same time reports had appear-
ed of the Home Minister having said
that we were going to import sugar
into the country, and the Secretary
of the  Agriculture  Ministry, Dr.
Swaminathan  had  also  said that.
When this thing came wup in the
House, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, the
hon. Leader of the House, said that
the Ministers statement was to be
taken and the officers were not res-
ponsible to the House. So we remai-
ned in a sort of confusion, not know-
ing whether we are exporting sugar
or whether we are importing sugar
or whether we are doing both. It
appears, Sir, that we are doing both.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SAWAISINGH  SISODIA):  What is
your question?

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR: The ques-
tion, there, Sir, 1is this confusion
a part of Government's policy? Mr.
Pranab Mukherjee has again, a few
days back, said to the pressmen that
we should not lose our place in the
export market—which means we
should keep on honouring our com-
mitments to export sugar.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SAWAISINGH SISODIA): Please
be brief. If you want to know . any-
thing you can just directly put the
question.

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR: So the
question directly is: Are we import-
ing sugar, or are we exporting sugar,
or are we doing both? Secondly, if
we are importing sugar, is it a fact
that one ship carrying our own sugar
was turned midway, on the high seas
back and we re-purchased our own
sugar at an exorbitant price? Has
this particular incident come fo your
notice? Because it is common belief,
many people have been saying it that
there has been a loss to the country
because  of  this  transaction.  The
third point I want to know 1is whe-
ther it is a fact that the price at
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which we bought sugar in the London
market (Rs. 732 per quintal) is almost
double the price of Indonesian sugar
which is Rs. 400 per quintal. If that is
so, has the country not allowed an ex-
orbitant margin of profit to the mid-
dlemen? Sir, if it is a fact that these
brokers who  have unndertaken to
supply sugar to us would be able to
supply it only in November, then our
own sugar for the season would have
arrived in the market and it is there-
fore that our exporters are insisting
for permission to export one million
tonnes of sugar because they think
that we shall have sufficient supplies
by then in the market. If that is so,
it becomes an all the more perplex-
ing situation. Why should we Dbe
needing to import all that stuff in
November when our own  market
supplies will be there in October? 1
would like to have clarifications on
these points.

SHRI V. C. SHUKLA: Sir, I can
say positively that the allegations he
has made are wild and are absolute-
ly incorrect.

DR. BHAI
speak into the mike.

MAHAVIR: Please

SHR1 V. C. SHUKLA; But this Min-
istry is not handling the import or
export of sugar. So, if he really
wants details of any transaction, he
should table the question, ask the
question, from the relevant Minister
and, I am sure, all the relevant particu-
lars will be supplied to him. I can state
on good authority that the allegations
levelled by him are absolutely in-
correct.

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR: Does it
mean that the left hand does not know
what the right hand is doing? This
is a strange situation.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SAWAISINGH SISODIA);, 1  won't
allow any furter discussion on this.

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR: Sugar is a
basic thing and he is not able to say
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whether we are importing or export-
ing or doing both.

STATEMENT BY MINISTEB

Increase in the prices of petroleum
products

THE MINISTER OF
THE MINISTRY OF
AND CHEMICALS
SINGH): sir, hon.
kindly recall . . .

STATE IN
PETROLEUM
(SHRI DALBIR
Members  would

SHRIMATI PURABI
" DHY AY (West Bengal):
Calling Attention?

MUKHOPA-
Is it about

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
SAWAISINGH
making a statement.

(SHRI
SISODIA): He is

SHRI LAL K. ADVANI (Gujarat):
Sir, what is this?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SAWAISINGH SISODIA); Mr. Min-
ister, do you want to read the whole
thing? It is a big one. Will you lay
it on the Table of the House?

SHRI DALBIR SINGH: Sir, if you
want, | can lay it.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SAWAISINGH SISODIA):  You may.
You do not have to read it then.

SHRI JAHARLAL BANERIJEE
(West Bengal): It is too lat, now.

gqawreger (st Trard fog faat
faan) zq o g T A ara wfzu)

SHRI DALBIR SINGH: Sir, details
are given in this. So, with your per-
mission, Sir, [ place this statement on
the Table of the House; and along
with that I also place the following
documents on the Table of the House,
under sub-section (6) of section 3 of
the Essential Commodities Act, 1955,,
. copy each (in English and Hindi)
of the following Notifications of the



