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(b) The office-wise budget expenditure is 
as under: — 

(c) All business is officially transacted by 
the STC Head Office in Delhi on a principal to 
principal basis with the overseas parties for 
import and export. Foreign Offices do not 
conclude purchase and sale contracts; 
therefore, it is not possible to give the annual 
turnover of the foreign offices. The annual 
provisional turnover of STC for the year 1979-
80 is Rs. 1,468 crores. The break-up of ex-
ports and imports of STC for the year 1979-80 
is as follows: 

 

(d) and (e) STC's offices in East Berlin, 
Budapest, Baghdad and Moscow form a part 
of the Indian missions in the countries 
concerned. 

Duty free import of articles from Nepal 

1323. SHRI SYED SHAHABUDDIN. 
SHRJ  ABDUL  REHMAN 
SHEIKH: 

Will the Minister of FINANCE b* pleased   
to   state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the-Indian 
tourists/visitors to Nepal art' not entitled to 
import any article duty free while returning to 
India: 

(b) if go, what is the customs duty-
exemption limit; 

(c) whether it is a fact that while 
returning, Indian visitors are liable to customs 
check not only at the border or at the port of 
landing in India but at any time, at any place 
and any number of times while travelling in 
India by rail or bus after crossing the border; 
and 

(d) what is the average annual value of 
customs duty realised on the Indo-Nepal  
border? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI 
MAGANBHAI BAROT): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. 
The Baggage Rules, 1978 dQ not apply to the 
Indian tourists/ visitorg returning from Nepal. 
Hence, such passengers do not have any duty-
free baggage allowance. 

(c) A passenger coming from Nepal' either 
by air or by land is cleared at the Customs 
point of his entry into* India.    There should 
normally be no 
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further Customs Check after the clearance of 
the passenger. However, Section 100 and 101 
of the Customs Act, 1962 provide for further 
check or search in certain special 
circumstances mentioned therein. 

(d) The information is being collected and 
will be laid on the Table of the House. 

Exploitation of tourist potential from 
South Asia 

1324. SHRI SYED SHAHABUDDIN: 
SHRI  ABDUL  REHMAN 
SHEIKH: 

Will the Minister of TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to   state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that large 
number of people of neighbouring 
countries in South Asia visit India 
as tourists and vice-versa; 

(b) whether the full potential of 
such traffic has been exploited; 

(c) if the answer t0 part (b) above 
be in the negative, what steps Gov 
ernment propose to take to promote 
tourism   within   the   region;  and 

(d) the estimated number of 
tourists from neighbouring countries 
during the last three years, country- 
wise? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CIVIL 
AVIATION (SHRI CHANDULAL 
CHANDRAKAR): (a) to (c) While there is a 
substantial movement of tourist traffic from 
the countries in South Asia to India and vice-
versa, the tourist petential of this region has 
yet to be fully exploited. For this purpose, a 
regional marketing programme is being drawn 
up by the member-countries of the South Asia 
Commission of World Tourism Organisation 
for promoting intra-regional tourism as also 
tourist traffic from other regions. 

 
Salaries to employees of   Nationalised 

Banks 
1325. SHRI SYED SHAHABUDDIN: 

Will the Minister of FINANCES be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the employees 
of the. nationalised banka do not enjoy 
uniform scales of pay or conditions of 
service; 

(b) if SO', whether any effort is being 
made to evolve common scales of pay and 
conditions of service and also to institute 
common system of categorisation of staff; 
and 

(c) whether any effort is being made to 
restrict operation in a district or region to one 
or two banks only in order t0 cut down cost of 
operation throughout a far flung area? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI 
MAGANBHAI BAROT): (a) and (b) Clerical 
and sub-ordinate staff in the Nationlised 
Banks have already had all along uniform 
pay-scales and similar conditions of service. 
For officers of the 14 Nationalised Bank also, 
identical pay-scales and conditions of service 
and a common basis for grading of officers, 
have been introduced. 

(c) There is no proposal to restrict banking 
operations in a district or region to one or two 
banks only. In the context of large gaps in 
rural credit structure, a multi-agency approach 
to rural financing is considered necessary in 
national interest.    Under the 

(d) The number of tourists from the 
neighbouring countries who visited India 
during the last three years is as follows: — 


