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Introduction of colour television 

*94. SHRI KALP NATH RAI: 
SHRIMATI HAMIDA   HABIBULLAH: 
SHRI SAWAISINGH SISODIA: Will the 
Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is any scheme for 
introducing colour television    in    the 

wintry;   and 

(b) if so, what is the estimated cost 
thereof and what are the details of 
the phases in which colour television 
is proposed to be introduced under 
this scheme? 

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING AND SUPPLY 
AND REHABILITATION (SHRI, V. P. 
SATHE): (a) and (b) No decision has been 
taken to introduce colour TV in the country 
nor has any project been prepared for this pur-
pose. However, keeping in view the fact that 
colour TV technology has replaced black and. 
white technology in most parts of the world, it 
is proposed to examine the potentialities 
keeping in view the costs manufacturing capa-
bilities and the technological requirements of 
both transmission and reception. 

Allotment of broadcasting' time to 
Language 

*95. SHRI   SYED ' SHAHABUDDIN: the 
Minister at INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleasad to state: 

(a) whether it i8 a fact that Urdu kas been 
allotted    broadcasting time 

for one and a half hours only in a month at 
the Lucknow Station of All India Radio; 

(b) what is the broadcasting time allotted 
to Urdu in various stations of the All India 
Radio serving regions with large 
concentration of Urdu speaking population; 
and 

(c) what criteria has been laid down for 
allotment of time to various languages in 
radio stations serving mul-tilinguistLc 
regions? 

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING AND SUPPLY 
AND REHABILITATION (SHRI V. P. 
SATHE): (a) No, Sir. The Station broadcasts 
Urdu programmes for a total duration of 31 
hours 30 minutes per month which includes 
literary and other spekenword programmes 
and music. In addition, it also relays Urdu 
news and commentaries for a total duration of 
12 hours and 30 minutes per month. Thus the 
total broadcasting time for Urdu is 44.00 
hours per month and not one and half hour. It 
has also been decided to introduce a 20 
minute Urdu service from Lucknow Station 
with effect from 15-4-80 amounting to an 
additional 6i  hours per month. 

(b) A statement showing monthly 
duration of Urdu broadcasts from various AIR 
stations is laid on the Table of the House. 

(c) The size of the linguistic population is 
one of the several considerations taken into 
account while deciding the introduction of a 
programme in a particular language spoken in 
the service area of a Radio Station. 
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Grant of foreign allowance to the AIR 

Special Correspondent, 

♦96. SHRI R. NARASIMHA 
REDDY-SHRI KHURSHED 
ALAM KHAN: 

Will  the Minuter of     INFORMATION 
AND     BROADCASTING     be 
pleased to state    - 

 
(a) whether it is a fact that the AIR 

Special Correspondents posted abroad are 
treated at par with the first Secretaries in the 
Embassies; 

(b) whether in view of the steep rise in the 
cost of living, foreign allowance in all grades 
of the em-baaay official* have been increased 
with effect from 1-1-1979. 




